
PVT . ffiENE TAMIGAKI D AKIKO MIKAMI 
---~ They Handle Battalion Training School Files 

II First enlisted members of the 
~woman's army corps (WAC), to 
be stationed at Fort Snelling 

j have taken over clerical and 

l
tsen ographic jobs at the battal
ion training school. The small 
I detachment is composed entirely 
I of Nisei from w stern coastal 
areas and went through training 

I at Fo : Devens, Mass., before 
jtransfer here. Most of the girls 
have brothers in the service 
both in the United States and 
overseas. Among the contingent 
are Pvts. Iris Watanabe of San
ta Cruz, Calif., and Sue Agata 
of Bakersfield, Calif ., whose 
brothers are at Fort Blanding, 
Fla.; Pvt. Bette Nichimura of 
Rocky Ford, Colo.; Corpl. Kay 
Ogura of Pasadena, Calif., and 
Pvt. Toyme Uyeno of Pocatello, 
Idaho, whose brothers are in 
France, and Pvts . Irene Tami 
gaki of Bakersfield, Calif., and 
Akiko Mikami of Washington 
state.-(Daily Times photo by 
Powell Kreuger.) 

Increase In WAC 
Contingent Seen 

The WAC contingent here is ex
pected to be increased considerably 
by early spring, it was announced by 
Lt M. E. estor, temporary Com
manding Officer of the WAC Detach 
ment. Three more will be tran ferred 
here this week. Women are now being 
recruited from civilian life to the MIS 
School as well as· from those now in 
service, many of whom will be tran s
ferred here as students or to be as
signed to permanent clerical position s 
in the School Battalion Headquarters. 

Majority of the WACs here at Fort 
Snelling have brothers in service and 
at least five of them have brothers now 
overseas in France. 

The present detachment includes: 
Cpl Shizuko Shinagawa, Tee 5 Kay 
Ogura, Pfcs Akiko Mikami, Bette 

ishimura, Sue Ogata, Toyome Uyeno 
and Iris Watanabe and Pvts Kathleen 
Iseri, Trooda Oda, Irene Taniguchi 
and Ryuko Uyesaka. Only half of the 
contingent lived in relocation cent ers 
prior to their induction. Pvl Iseri was 
formerly employed in the New York 
City War Relocation office in the 
Empire State B11ilding. 

CORPORAL KAY OGUitA 
Ready for Tap :; 

Tee 6 Keiko Ogura 
MIS WAC Detachment 

" I_ thi nk i t is ,t very good iclea. 
1 thrnk th at most fellows of 18 just 
out of hig h sc hool 
do no t kn ow what 
th ey want to do in 
later lif e and a 
yea r 's tr a inin g of a 
milit a r y n a tur e 
might help th em 
formul a te pl ans. IL 
would be a goocl 
id ea for th em to ge l 
a co nce n t rated m il-
it a ry tr a ining be- " ~ 
fore th ey go Lo co llege . I thi nk military 
trai ni ng se rves to make th e indi\ iclual 
rea lize wha t his res ponsibilities a rc 
no t only to hi msc~f bu t to his nation . 
T think th e com pul so ry mili tary tra in
ing i a good p lan ancl 1 would like to 
sec it ado p ted." 

CPL SHIZUKO SHINAGAWA 
Clerk, MIS Language School 
Headquarters 

" I don' t mi nd the regim entati on of 
the Arm y at a ll. But the only thing 
th a t bo th rs me is 
the attitu de of the 
m e n in u n i form 
toward th e women 
in th e serv ice. 1 
think a lot of me n 
are und er the fa lse 
idea th a t beca use 
a w o m an l eaves 
home to join the 
Arm y she becomes 
somethin g Jess th an 
wh en sh e was a civilian . I think that 
if a wom an has had the proper home 
backgroun d she will be a 'Lady' no 
matter where she is. fter all we 
WACS joined the service because we 
wan l to do our part in winning the 
war, rath er tha n sitting home or going 
lo sch ool or som e such thing. 

"I thi nk the men in the service at 
least ow e us the benefit of any ' doubts ' 
in their mi nds about our re spectability. 
They sh ould all remember we are the 
sis ters of men ju s t like themselves." 


