WITNESS PREPARATION
INFORMATION PACKET
TO SUBMIT WRITTEN TESTIMONY AND TESTIFY BEFORE
THE COMMISSION ON WARTIME RELOCATION
AND INTERNMENT OF CIVILIANS

SACRAMENTO COMMITTEE FOR REDRESS/REPARATIONS

MAY 14, 1981
WITNESS PREPARATION WORKSHOP




Principal Co-Authors:

Bernard Beckker
Paul Igasaki

Bryan Yagi

Acknowledgment: The authors greatly appreciate the materials
provided by the JACL National Redress Committee
and the National Coalition for Redress/Reparations
upon which the pamphlet is based.




THE COMMISSION ON WARTIME RELOCATION
"AND INTERNMENT OF CIVILIANS

: e e e
3 ceRe UelmesWe D T e MAnEE

T - P S e e

WHAT WILL THE COMMISSION DO? .-t ..« - ~:. o = n i sleand b

-
PR | iy IRt B LIS

On July 31, 1980, former- President Jimmy Carter, gigned Public Law
96-317 which createdgxhe Gomm1891on.on Wartlme Relocatlon and
Internment of Clvgllans. c :4 . . .

S

The Commission: is:. charged w;th the foilngng powers:

;1)f\tp inyestigate the-evenis surrounding Executive. Ordex o
3 6.and to review thg U«3«: -miltitary orders:requiring. -uo
ﬂk$(phe subggqgegt~egacuatlon ~and internment :of Japanese*,ﬁM
. Amerieans apd others in, concentration .camps -duging. ”
World War II;
. v -

2? "to réViéW tHé”impact of such actlons on.ﬁhe 3
e put in the_ campsi and, -+ < ,qinh ;‘,,, -
r 3) tgqsubmlt to Cong;éssﬁ *rgpert of flndlngs énd(;ééég
s s b ,mendatlons “of qucpprlgte.remedles.. g”w- g ‘:'"an

L . - 4 - r
NS AT s -, s MR g

m,xs aﬁ e COMMISSTON®- oo . L e -r. wish aican ue

i
PR P LR St e

b ”-.J.L.J

The nxge membeps:oquhebGamm;aggon-wepe appointedqu the Bresiéeat.
the U.S. House of Representatlves -and the U .NSenate,mumhe ST
commissioners and thelr addresses ares
3o - < e HAXY
1) Joan 2. Bernetein; Chﬁf‘ﬂeoméﬁ‘ 566 Lgersts N
5 1202) 828-1209 y 5@ L ~Wash&ng$en,n g,;ggoaé.‘m

.....-E “‘ P YA 3 BRI,

dar

Co essman Ban Lunggrenwvlce~ 5 328: Gannon ffice Buxl@ing
B%r 2),222q8 14 - .Chakr | yashlngton,g<ca 20515 .1
. TP ,:.,;u a1 R AP Lo
3) Edward Re Bx:ook%-,f EEE SN ’e/9—~9 Cor;nor & Hapnan ™
w»,“ (202) 88? 1400. ;5 -, IR 1°7 3] Pennsylvania: Ave;N W,
N e "“L"'f al ‘Uff Toras At . ”‘.Ja‘gg}ngton) AP'G,,— 2QQQ
a0 PRV AN Tt L aln e q;a;hw#
3}w F_ ather. Robert Drinan. . . - Gepngetown tniversity. .
‘ (202) 624-@000 o170 600, New JerseyvAvey sl Wy
BV 2700 L Washingten,D. Gu-2000%02
. :w»5r='i R A Rt e 1o
5) Dr. Arthur S. Flemming Unlted States Commi881on
s e{202) 254-7378y¢ - ey onyCivid Bights x
o SR - 1120 Vermont Ave.,N. W
o 1;” T N Wash;ngton,D chlgoags
. oeoa ko N X \_‘(é
6) Ambassgd@g,Artpur Goldberg . 2101- J}!ew Mex,lcp».Av\el.,N.,
e (202):293~ 2868 Cos e e Washlngtor;,g,c. 20007, ,

S+ e LD H, v h;_,j
7) MHugh,B. M1$0h311

T

CL T, p.0. Bax 66728 .-
(206)@5?5—68 0. Seattle”Wg‘,ghq,pgtop‘ - o8ins

& nz ; : .§"f ' .u* & 'rﬂ ot 0T “1’*’
~8)Jl$sma el rommof pete e Qﬂ Box: MO o . tgee
: ,‘,Hﬁ,,(907 58a-1222 e e naia,ska, l@}.ag};a£996853

ey TIL g iV fslH e kg e a8 h

9) JudgarW1Aldah Marutanl a-5 3Qir9ne, .,Pﬁnnsy&yania Sq. ?
(215) 686-2962 Philadelphla.Pennsylvanla 19107 |




THE COMMISSION ON WARTIME RELOCATION
"AND INTERNMENT OF CIVILIANS

1& ~5_\
' . J.u

s et e ey B s

WHAT WILL THE COMMISSION DQ?. - .- _ « . -: LR B TR 4 LAty B U

On July 31, 1980, former-President.Jimmy Carter .g8igned Public Law
96-317 which .created;:the- Comm1331en.en Wartime Relocation and
Internment of Clvglians. Y- .

-

The Commissigp. is:.charged wmthﬁthe follow1ng powers:

31 ) «tp inyestigate. $he-events surrounding Executive: Ordep d:ﬂ
9086.and to review the U S~:military orders:requiring. -
ﬂ\Jﬁthe subssqge§t~e¥acuatlon .apd internment.of Japanesgt «h,
) Americans apg othersg in _congentration .gamps-during. © .
World War II;

Y

g T T
3 A

REE 2%" %o review the- 1ﬁpact 6f’such actlons on the people
Rt Put .’Ln the camps; anda T N ST M - T - DA S e

- jm-c . “o AR

N - .:;:.!u;. e
oot 3) mtpﬁsubmltpto CongreSSHafrepart of- flndlngs and rego- s
o J mendatlons of ggprepr;ate!remedles.4 T S A

K . Lo A ~ 1 ey s
Py N . o \\ - u}s PO S T A Wi
Do RIS H
l

WHO. IS o ,@ COMMESSTON%. . . W a.nn oaisa

L A Y

[N N a3,

it Sy NEECh A . SR -‘}‘rJ_;:
“he’ nipe mambers\oﬁqghe Gammlss;on WEES gppointed}by the ?rpsident.
the U, S. House of Representatlxesrgnq the ‘S.NSenateg*“ 'he .
commissioners and thelr addrésses are:
A I ’ . bl MRy
1) Joan Z. Berﬁs“tei‘ﬁ“ cnﬂﬁoman' *“1360 19trr S’t”,”'N‘.‘W""‘ ==
:) ‘202) 828"1200r *f\ '1] s _,hwaSh%nthn,,D C*l Tzqqaélﬁ;f"_f

\.;"‘” P D) ““’xn"’\

'}’2) ¢ essmgg~9an Lundggenrv&qe» 328 - Gannon Offléé ‘Bufiding

2 2) 5-3414 . . Caamr washangpon, wCa 20515 st

s i 1~*-p PRGN earra g O
.‘-3) dward R..Brooke. | . . i c.oefor0l {Gopnon. & Hamnan ™~ '/
,Q; (202) 88?—1400 . y 1919 PennsyXvania- Ave,N.W.

Jries | LA v?:"f IEESETRS S LR *’waghln‘gtonl ;ﬂg& 20996;1‘.

R R St B RS AR '3...”;)

4) Fathgr Robert Drlnan o -zu', eprge&awn Unlveggity it
(202) @24-8000 o & .. Ty 600 New Jersey--AveegN.We

v e, T Lo Washzngten.n Gr20004 55 .

:1 ~

L ® ".o,-:;'x KR

5) Dr. Arthur S. Flemming .

ook B02) 28827378y o i on-Civid Rights » . .,
- R ' {120 Vermont Ave.,N.,W."

;‘“‘.‘.' e ~’h e IR B I N R Wash}ngtoa,l) -Cl goag5

Jiow TUH:\&

6) Ambassngp}Arthur Goldberg 2#01»mew Me;;cg Ava.,Nwm
e (202) 293- 2868 e Wash;ngton;,g -5 20?667

; ?)' Hugh f Mltchel; & Alu”i‘fﬁ- _P.G. Bb; 8§§28 . 2oL
(205)¢575 -6800 ... Do Seat;le,ﬂWashapgtog:QQQBS

SNB):;ismagi Grommof L é',fa T%;p Pﬁca gsi‘hb “Jﬁﬁ? f?’ 1
(5o07). 5881322 |, L. i bpalagia, Alagks; 996354,

- - - Tn -~ "
Q"‘*v’»’» fn\,’ .nxﬁy‘wh' EUNESALIENE NS R e

9) Judga~wlaliam Marutani~- aaﬁfone‘ .,Ewnnsykwgnia Sq.
(215) 686-2962 Philadelphia,Pennsylvania 19107




WHERE IS THE COMMISSION OFFICE LOCATED?

The Commigsion's office is located at:

Commission on Wartime Relocation
and Internment of Civilians
2020 New Executive 0ffice Building
726 Jackson Place, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20506 (202) 393-5615

The Commission will have a full time staff. The Commission is
currently in the process of hiring staffpersons. The newly
appointed staff director is former California State Assemblyman
Paul T. Bannai. The staff administrator is Lois Wilzewske.

HOW WILL THE COMMISSION INVESTIGATE AND REVIEW THE CAMP EXPERIENCES?

The Commission has until February 25, 1982 to complete its work:
and submit a report to Congress. The Commission will hold public
hearings in June or July to gather testimony from witnesses. The
Commission will hold hearings in Washington,D.C., the Midwest, the
West Coast and Alaska. The Commission will probably consult
attorneys, social scientists and other experts to assist in the
fact finding process. The Commission may also request and subpoena
documents, correspondence, books, memoranda, and other writings
from government agencies and private parties.

WHERE WILL THE COMMISSION HOLD PUBEIC HEARINGS?

The Commission has not decided which cities to conduct public
hearings. Chairwoman Bernstein indicated hearings in California
w111t8;$bably be held in San Francisco, Los Angeles and one other
locatlon (possibly Fresno). The Sacramento Committee for Redress/
Reparations has requested public hearings be held in Sacramento.
We have forwarded petitions signed by over 500 persons requesting
hearings be held in Sacramento. Congressman Matsui, the JACL
National Committee for Redress and the National Coalition for
Redress/Reparations have supported Sacramento's efforts to secure
hearings. If Sacramento is not chosen as a hearing site, then

we may have to travel to San Francisco or Fresno to tell our
stories and express our concerns. So far, we have not yet
received a reply from the Commission.

WHAT KINDS OF THINGS WILL THE COMMISSION WANT TO INVESTIGATE? "

In the hearings, the Commission will want to hear testimony and
accept written statements on the Japanese American experiences
during the war years. Information concerning the roundup of
people, violations of civil and property rights in the evacua-
tion, camp experiences, and problems following release from the
camps are all important issues the Commission will want to know
about. The Commission will want to know how people lost farms,
gtore goods, homes, jobs, businesses, and other properties.
Testimony by witnesses and written statements may also include
disruptions in people's lives, humiliation and psychological
effects, and other ways in which the Japanese Americans were
wronged by the evacuation and internment in the camps.

-




COMMISSION HEARING PROCEDURES
HOW WILL THE HEARINGS BE CONDUCTED? o

?he'db@@§§§iqn will gpceﬁ%ﬁall'wii%iqﬁ"tesximogy submitted by
interested persons. A1l written testimony will be given full
considgpation’ by fhe Commission and itlwill be part of the

officidl record." .

. . ,‘ ; ‘.., < v .
If you wish t6 make an oral presentation, then you must request
to beg gelegted as a witnesg an -the Commission and its staff will
decidewh8:wil} appear- ds-a Witness at ‘the Commission hearing.

The Commission hag not dgecided what procedures or formats it.
will use at ‘the hearings. “Chairwoman Bernstein’said .she would
l1ike to have hearings conducted in settings and formats which do
not intimidate witnessess. She also wants to conduct -hearings -

at locatigﬁs“ﬁh%iLy;adgéséib;e to the Japanese American communi ty,
such as chiréh halls and schools. Regquests, among others, have
been made coggggni?gAthe,need for translators, scheduling hedrings
to accomodaté ‘working peoples, and allowing use of tapes.and

video presentations by witnesses.

WHAT KINDS OF HEARING FORMATS GAN THE COMMISSION USE?.

Listed belgy’areurour possible formats the Commission may use.

ES

S f) ‘Congréssional Committee Procedure

~ The commissioners and, some gtaff members will sit.
" &t 4 table facing the audience. Witnesses will be
© . “igdlled forward in “"panels” of three or four persons.. -
< raewho Will sit at a table facing the commissioners.
Witnesses will be allowed five to ten minutes each .-
Y'4o' present their oral statements. After-all witnesses
~ are through with their oral presentations, the .commig-
_sicners may wish to ask informal questions of witnesses.

2) Seminar Setting

Under active consideration is a "seminar® format in
order to create a more informal setting to put
witnesses at their ease. Under this format both the
commissioners and witnesses will sit at a common table.
The witnesses will make their oral presentation and

§

may then be questioned by commissioners.

3) . Town Hall Format B . '
5 Atrother possibility is a “town hall™ format whereby
an "open micréphéne” will be used to gather testimony.
This format is ysually used to accomodate iarge - - ‘
.. numbérs of yitrjesses. While this: format will probably .
WSS Fot Berugsd“to conduct the entire hearing, it may be
used at the end of a hearing when all previously
selected and scheduled witnesses have finished with
their testimony. :




Staff Field Survey

For those areas not selected as a hearing site, a
"staff field survey" may be conducted. Commission
staffpersons will interview members of the community
individually or in small groups to gather information.
This procedure does not have all.the formalities of

a public hearing, however, all information gathered

on 2 staff field survey is given as much consideration
as testimony presented at the public hearings.

WHAT DO I NEED TO DO.IF I WANT TO TESTIFY AT A PUBLIC HEARING?

If you want to testify before the Commission at a public
hearing, you must "offer" to testify. That is, you must write
the Commission to tell them you want to be a witness.

In your "offer" you should include the following information
to aid the staff in considering you as a possible witness:

1) biographical information- age,occupation, camps
located, pre-war and post-war status,etc.;

2) specific points you will talk about in your oral
presentation; and,

3) your intention to submit written testimony, which
goes into greater detail, sometime before the hearing.

If you want to testify,you should submit your offer to the
Commission as soon as possible. Thus, right now you should be
seriously considering the things you want to tell the Commission.
You should then write the Commission with all the above information.

To assist Nikkei interested in submitting written testimony,
making an oral statement and being a witness at a hearing,
persons with experience in such matters will conduct "one to
one" working sessions for testimony drafting. The "“drop in“
sessions will be conducted at:

Asian Legal Services Outreach
1520 V Street
Sacramento, California 95814

Saturday -~ May 30 and,
Saturday - June 6 from
10 A.M. to 5 P.M.

If you need assistance in drafting your testimony, you should
sign up on the 1list to arrange for a meeting time. For more
information please contact Bryan at 444-2828,

If you are selected to testify, the Commission will contact
you of the time, date and place where you are scheduled to appear.




IF I AM SELECTED TO TESTIFY, HOW CAN I BEST USE THE TIME
GIVEN FOR MY ORAL PRESENTATION?

GIVEN FOR MI ORAL rhibohRinlslo>
Depending on the number of witnesses selected to testify at
the public hearing, witnesses will be given only a few minutes
to make their oral presentation. For example, witnesses may
be given a tetal of ten (10) minutes, consisting of five (5)
minutes to make their oral statement and five (5) minutes to
allow for questions to be asked by the commissioners.

In making your oral presentation, it is important that you
emphasize only two or three major points of the written testimony
previously submitted to the Commission. For example, your
written statement can be 10 pages, but at the hearing, you should
only stress and focus on the major points of the written state-
ment. Finer details will probably be broughti out during the

.

question and answer session between you and the commissioners.

Generally, it takes 14 to 2 minutes to read aloud one page of
written testimony. It is crucial, therefore, that you reduce
and summarize your written testimony prior to the hearing.

When you deliver your testimony, speak the way you normally
talk. This is the most effective way to communicate your
concerns to the Commission. Do not try to "over poelish"” your
oral presentation.

Be sure to talk about your personal experiences and how you
were affected. Be honest, clear, relaxed, and emotionally 1in
control of the situation.

The Commission hearings are not going to be conducted like a
formal court hearing. Rather, the Commission hearing will be
a forum for you to express your feelings, reactions, and
thoughts on your camp experiences.

SUGGESTED GUIDELINES FOR WRITTEN TESTIMONY
WHAT SHOULD MY WRITTEN STATEMENT INCLUDE?

Written statements from all persons should be typed and double
gpaced. It should include the following items.

I. PioZraphy o
A. Seif Description
1. Your name, age, SeX, race
2. Occupation
2. Site first relocated to
., Years interned at what camps

Pre-Evacuation - :

A. What you and your family did jmmediately prior to
evacuation

B. How much time you were given to evacuate

C. What you took to camp with you

..5..




What financial losses you and your family incurred,
for example, home, business,education,property,
automobiles, belongings and other major items
Estimation of your losses.

Camp Life
Which camp(s) interned at : :

Living conditions- health, food, medical, sanitation
Atmosphere of camps

Relationship with director, guards

Thoughts and impressions upon arrival at camp

How camp affected family relations

How the "loyalty oath" affected family and friends
Events in camp which greatly affected you and your
family

What you did in camp- cook,farmer,truck driver,raise
children,etc.

Post War Experiences
A. Problems in resettling
1. Job discrimination
2. Economic hardship
3. #&cts of violence or terrorism inflicted on you
or your family and friends
4. Ppelongings lost, damaged or never returned
B. Occupation
C. If your children know about the concentration camps

Conclusion

A. What you would like to see come about from the
Commigsion hearing process

B. What sorts of remedies you would like to recommend
to repay the Japanese Americans

These are only some of the many things you should mention in

your written testimony. You may choose to mention some or all

of the above, but do not limit yourself strictly to these questions.
POST HEARING PROCEDURES

WHAT WILL THE COMMISSIOUN DO AFTER THEY CONDUCT HEARINGS?

The Commission hears public testimony also to decide what
remedies to suggest for Congress to compensate the Nikkei.

One remedy might be a Congressional bill granting a flat monetary
amount to all those interned in the camps. Such an amount might
be provided to those still alive, or to the livng and the heirs
of the deceased. There are other possible remedies, including,

a community fund to be used for the cultural and social needs of
the Japanese community as a group; a law removing time limitations
so that people can sue in court for damages; an apology by the
government along with a recognition of the wrong committed; and

a gradation or priority system to assure that Igsseis are the first
to be redressed. The Commission will take testimony on how the
community feels about the various remedies.




The Commission will meet to consider the evidence once public
hearlngs are completed. In August, Chairwoman Bernstein would
like to hold a legal conference to discuss the legal issues
involved in the relocation and internment of Nikkei.

A recommendation will be delivered to Congress on what the
Commission suggests as remedies. Any actual programs for
payments or other relief must be introduced and passed by the
Congress. Then either the President must sign the bill or it
must have enough votes to be enacted without the President's
signature. Only then will any actual redress or reparations
take place., For the government to act, people must push for a
remedy at all stages of this process, particularly to get a
bill through Congress.

WHAT ARE GROUPS DOING IN THE REDRESS/REPARATIONS MOVEMENT?

Listed below are five groups, among many, currently involved in
the redress/reparations effort.

1) Bay Area Attorneys for Redress (BAAR)

The BAAR is composed of attorneys and law students

in the Bay area which formed an ad hoc committee to
challenge the legality of the evacuation and the
incarceration. The BAAR is writing a legal brief
arguing the unconstitutionality of the federal
government's actions to present before the Commission.

State Bar of California - Subcommittee on Japanese
American Redress/Reparatlons

The State Bar has established a subcommittee composed
of attorneys, law students and concerned persons

who will do legal research on the possible remedies
available to compensate the Japanese Americans
interned in the camps. The subcommittee will then
present its report to the Commission.

National Council for Japanese American Redress (NCJAR)

NCJAR is a Chicago based organization which is raising
monies to file a class action lawsuit,on behalf of the
Nikkei incarcerated in the camps,against the United
States government. NCJAR has retained legal counsel
who has just started the process of legal research and
legislative work to make the suit possible.

National Coalition for Redress/Reparations (NCRR)

NCRR is a California statewide organization which
advocates for and seeks the follow1ng goalss direct
monetary compensation to persons interned; establishment
of a Japanese American community trust fund; educating
people so such acts shall never occur agaln; overturning
the legal basis justifying the evacuation and intermnment;
and supporting other groups subject to similar actions.
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5) Japanese American Citizens League (JACL)

The JACL has formed a National Committee for Redress
to coordinate the organization's Commisgsion effort.
The JACL strongly emphasizes the need to educate
people about the camps and feels that,if the
Commission chooses, reparations in either individual
payments or for a community fund are appropriate
remedies for the Congress to adopt.

WHERE CAN I GO TO GET HELP TO PREPARE MY TESTIMONY?

Remember, if you need help to prepare your written testimony or
oral presentation then assistance will be provided at:

Asian Legal Services Qutreach
1520 V Street
Sacramento, California 95814

Saturday May 30 and
Saturday June 6
from 10 A.M. to 5 P.M.

For more information, please call Bryan at 444-2826.









