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WHERE IS THE COMMISSION OFFICE LOCATED? 

The Commission•s office is located ata 

Commission on Wartime Relocation 
and Internment of Civilians 

2020 New Executive Office Euilding 
726 Jackson Place. N.w. 
Washington, D.c. 20506 (202) J9J-5615 

The Commission will have a full time staff. The Commission is 
currently in the process of hiring staffpersons. The newly 
appointed staff director is former California State Assemblyman 
Paul T. Bannai. The staff administrator is Lois Wilzewske. 

HOW WILL THE COMMISSION INVESTIGATE AND REVIEW THE CAMP EXPERIENCES? 

The Commission has until February 25. 1982 to complete its work:: 
and -submit a report to Congress. The Commission will hold public 
hearings in June or July to gather testimony from witnesses. The 
Commission will hold hearings in Washington,n.c., the Midwest,the 
West Coast and Alaska. The Commission will probably consult 
attorneys, social scientists and other experts to assist in the 
fact finding process. The Commission may also request and subpoena 
documents, correspondence, books, memoranda, and other writings 
from government agencies and private parties. 

WHERE WILL THE COMMISSION HOLD PUBLIC HEARINGS? 

The Commission has not decided which cities to conduct public 
hearingso Chairwoman Bernstein indicated hearings in California 
will probably be held in San Francisco, Los Angeles and one other 
locatldn (possibly Fresno). The Sacramento Committee for Redress/ 
Reparations has requested public hearings be held in Sacramento. 
We have forwarded petitions signed by over 500 persons requesting 
hearings be held in Sacramento. Congressman Matsui, the JACL 
National Committee for Redress and the National Coalition for 
Redress/R~~arations have supported Sacramento's efforts to secure 
hearings. If Sacramento is not chosen as a hearing site. then 
we may have to travel to San Francisco· or Fresno to tell our 
stories and express our concerns. So far, we have not yet 
received a reply from the Commission. 

WHAT KINDS OF TJIINGS WILL THE COMMISSION WANT TO INVESTIGATE? -. 

In the hearings, the Connnission will want to hear testimony and 
accept written statements on the Japanese American experiences 
during the war years. Information concerning the roundup of 
people, violations of civil and property rights in the evacua-
tion, camp experiences, and problems following release from the 
camps are all important issues the Commission will want to know 
about. The Commission will want to know how people lost farms, 
store goods, homes, jobs. businesses, and other properties. 
Testimony by witnesses and written statements may also include 
disruptions in people's lives, humiliation and psychological 
effects, and other ways in which the Japanese Americans were 
wronged by the evacuation and internment in the camps. 
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- COMMISSION HEARING PROCEDURES 

HOW WILrt THk ·itEARINGS, BE .coNDUdTED~: 
:;;.,. .. ,., , 1 - • l . ., .. !.. l 

The · Colntzfl t:islc;>n VJ~ll ~~ceP:t· :ail' ~i t~e~· tes:timo{ly ~ubmi.tted by 
intereB-t"E!cf· person~. "-;~ll: w+ftten testimony will be given:~. full 
consid:era1;~ot{ bf tMh~ 't6mmission and' i:t]_ will be part_ of th·e 
offic~·~1 ~~Q"org·. ~: ·~. t • ' .. .. •• • •· • ·' 

• • - • • • f .. " • 

If you. wish to make an oral presentation, then you must request 
to ~~ 1.,~elfi,9~~~~ 1-a~ a. wi;tl!es~ ~drrthe .C~mmission ~d. its. ~taff' wtJ.1 
dec1de'{'wh<;.:w1Il} appear- ·as -a -W1 tness at'· ~the Commission hearing. 

• f ~ , • ~ 
...... 1 1! • 

The Commis~i~n: ~a~ nqt' 4~pi.deq.r·~ha1; p~o~eduree. or fomiats i -t· ·· · -. ' 
will use at ·tl'l~ ·.i}ea~l,ngs'. ...... CI;tair.w9m~;n Bernstein.i said ,she woUl:d · 
like to have hearings conducted in settings and formats which do 
not intim~d~rt;e-wj, tne.s$eS~ ~, She also wants to. conduct ~hearings · 
at locati-d~~·J.~as1il,i ~ac~~asib+,e ~ th~ Japanea.e Atlierican community, 
such as chi:i'rch nalla and schools. Requests, among ·others, have 
been made COI)~~~n;1}.~.,t.he.need for .t~ansl~to~s• scheduling hearings 
to accomodate- ·worki~ · p,et?p:I:,es., :and allowing use of _tapes· .. and 
vid·eo presentations by' wi tri'esses o 

WHAT KINDS-.. OF HEARING FORMATS C~N THE COMMISSION USE? .. 

Listed below .are.~;rour po.ssi'Ql.~ form_ats the Commission may use. 
I l 1 ·~· .. -

.:.rr·· ~¢omfre1ss'fona1 Corrimi~ttee Procedure " 

The c·ommi~ssioners and~ some staff m~mbers will sit, 
. ·~ a:t· a table facipg the. audience. Witnesses will be. 

~ .. :.:caii_ed forws.rd tn .. panels" of three· or ·four persons ... 
~ · ·'" -· .--··'-i.·who Wt11 si't at a table !'acing the commissioners. 

Wi tnps~es will be allow.ad five to t~n tninu:tes: each ~· · · 
\' rtef'.Pre·sent thei~ ora.;1. stat~ments. After· _all wi tne:sses 

. are th~Opgh with ·tl,1.ej.J,' o'I'al presentationSt the ·~commis-
., ~io~,ers may wish :to ask. informal quest-ions of witnesse'S. 

2) Seminar Setting 
Under active consideration is -a "seminar'! format in 
order to cre~te ~ more -informal setting to put 
witnesses at their ease. Under this format both the 
commissioners and witnesses will sit. at a common table. 
The witnesses will make th~ir oral presentation.and 
may then be questione~ by ~ommissioners. 

J) . Town Hall .Forma~ 
• { .: 1 t "L •.,. ' • ...-

..; ·Another possibffi~ is a "town, .. hall"· .format w}lereby 
an "open microphone" will be used to gather testimony. 
Tl'!~~ ~,~o~a~ ~~ -q~ual).& ~·~~d to ~~pcomodate a.arge ~ 

. . nurog~r.s'Qt'wittj.ess~s. While this:.~ormat will probably 
.. -,_:-. ':i(~D rlot oe=·ust:fd'.JtO 'conduct the entire hearing, it may be 

used at ·the end of a hearing when all previously 
selected and scheduled witnesses have finished with 
their testimony. 

-3:... 



4) Staff Field Survey 

For those areas not selected as a hearing site, a 
"staff field survey" may be conductedo Commission 
staffpersons will interview members of the community 
individually or in small groups to gather informationo 
This procedure does not have all . the formalities of 
a public hearing, however, all information gathered 
on a staff field survey is given as much consideration 
as testimony presented at the public hearings. 

WHAT DO I NEED TO DQ .. ~IF I WANT TO TESTIFY AT A PUBLIC HEARING? 

If you·: want to testify before the Commission at a public 
hearing, you must "offer" to testify. That is, you must write 
the Commission to tell them you want to be a witness. 

In y<;>ur "off er" you should include the following information 
to aid the staff in considering you as a possible witnessa 

1) biographical information- age,occupation,camps 
located, pre-war and post-war status,etc.; 

2) specific points you will talk about in your oral 
presentation; and, 

3) your intention to submit written testimony, which 
goes into greater detail, sometime before the hearing. 

If you want to testify,you should submit your offer to the 
Commission as soon as possible. Thus, right now you should be 
seriously considering the things you want to tell the Commission. 
You should then write the Commission with all the above information. 

To assist Nikkei interested in submitting written testimony, 
making an oral statement and being a witness at a hearing, 
persons with experience in such matters will conduct "one to 
one" working sessions for testimony drafting. The· ·~drop in" 
sessions will be conducted at: 

Asian Legal Services Outreach 
1520 V Street 
Sacramento, California 95814 

Saturday - May JO and, 
Saturday - June 6 from 
10 A.M. to 5 P.M. 

If you need assistan.ce in drafting your testimony, you should 
sign up on the list to arrange for a meeting timeo For more 
information please contact Bryan at 444-2826. 

If you are selected to testify, the Commission will contact 
you of the time, date and place where you are scheduled to appear. 
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IF I AM SELECTED TO TESTIFY, HOW CAN I BEST USE THE TIME 
GIVEN FOR MY ORAL PRESENTATIO_F? 
Depending on the number of witnesses selected to testify at 
the public hearing, witnesses will be given only a few minutes 
to make their oral presentationo For example. witnesses may 
be given a total of ten (10) minutes, consisting of five ·(5) 
minutes to make their oral statement and five (5) minutes to 
allow for questions to be asked by the commissioners. 

In making your oral presentation, it is important that you 
emphasize only two or three major points of the written testimony 
previously submitted to the Commission. For example, your 
written statement can be 10 pages, but at the hearing, you should 
only stress and focus on the major points of the written state-
ment. Finer details will probably be brought out during the 
question and answer session between you and the commissioners. 

Generally, it takes 1t to 2 minutes to read aloud ·one page of 
written testimonyo It is crucial, therefore, that you reduce 
and summarize your written testimony prior to the hearingo 

When you deliver your testimony, speak the way you normally 
talk. This is the most effective way to communicate your 
concerns to the Conunission. Do not try to "over polish" your 
oral presentation. 
Be sure to talk about :i.Q.~~ personal experiences and how you 
were affected. Be honest, clear, relaxed, and emotionally in 
control of the situation. 
The Commission hearings are no~ going to be conducted like a 
formal court hearing. Rather, the Commission hearing will be 
a forum for ~ou to express your feelings, reactions, and 
th~ughts on your camp experiences. 

SUGGESTED GUIDELINES FOR WRITTEN TESTIMONY 

WHAT SHOULD MY WRITTEN STATEMENT INCLUDE? 

Written statements from all persons should be typed and double 
spaced. It should include the following items. 

I " :Piol{taphif.: . ; ,.. ,.~ 
.,A. £ ·elf Deser1ption 

1. Your name, age 1 sex, · race 
2. Occupation 
J. Site first relocated to 
4. Years interned at what camps 

II. Pre-Evacuation . 
A. What you and your fam.ily did i.nlmediately prior to 

evacuation 
B. How much time you were given to evacuate 
c. What you took to camp with you 
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D. What financial losses you and your family incurred, 
for example, home, business,education,property, 
automobiles, belongings and other major items -

E. Estimation of your losses . 

III. Camp Life 
A. Which canip(s) interned at 
B. Living conditions- health, food, medical, sanitation 
C. Atmosphere of camps 
D. Relationship with director, guards 
E. Thoughts and impressions upon arrival at camp 
F. How camp affected family relations 
G. How the "loyalty oath" affected family and friends 
H. Events in camp which greatly affected you and your 

family 
I. What you did in ca.mp- cook,farmer,truck driver,raise 

children, etc. 

IV. Post War Experienc~s 
A. Problems in resettling 

1o Job discrimination 
2. Economic hardship 
J. Acts of violence or terrorism inflicted on you 

or your family and friends 
4. ~elongings lost, damaged or never returned 

B. Occupation 
C. If your children know about the concentration camps 

V. Conclusion 
A. What you would like tq see come about from the 

Commission hearing process 
B. What sorts of remedies you would like to recommend 

to rep:ay the Japanese Americans 

These are only some of the many things you should mention in 
your written testimony. You may choose to mention some or all 
of the above, but do not limit yourself strictly to these questions. 

POST HEARING PROCEDURES 

WHAT WILL THE COMMISSION DO AFTER THEY CONDUCT HEARINGS? 

The Commission hears public testimony also to decide what 
remedies to suggest for Congress to compensate the Nikkei. 
One remedy might be a Congressional bill granting a flat monetary 
amount to all those interned in the camps. Such an amount might 
be provided to those still alive, or to the livng and the heirs 
of the deceased. There are other possible remedies, including, 
a community fund to be used for the cultural and social needs of 
the Japanese community as a group; a law removing time limitations 
so that people can sue in court for . damages, an apology by the 
goverrunent along with a recognition of the wrong committed; and 
a gradation or priority system to assure that Isseis are the first 
to be redressedo The Commission will take testimony on how the 
community feels about the various remedies. 
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The Commission will meet to consider the evidence once public 
hearings are completed. In August, Chairwoman Bernstein would 
like to hold a legal conference to discuss the legal issues 
involved in the relocation and internment of Nikkeio 

A recommendation will be delivered to Congress on what the 
Commission suggests as remedies. Any actual programs for 
payments or other relief must be introduced and passed by the 
Congress. Then either the President must sign the bill or it 
must have enough votes to be~· enacted without the President's 
signature. Only then will any actual redress or reparations 
take place. For the government to act, people must push for a 
remedy at all stages of this process, particularly to get a 
bill through Congresso 

WHAT ARE GROUPS DOING IN THE REDRESS/REPARATIONS MOVEMENT? 

Listed below are five groups, among many, currently involved in 
the redress/reparations efforta · 

1) Bay Area Attorneys for Redress (BAAR) 

2) 

The BAAR is composed of attorneys and law students 
in the Bay area which formed an ad hoc committee to 
challenge the legality of the evacuation and the 
incarceration. The BAAR is writing a legal brief 
arguing the unconstitutionality of the federal 
government's actions to present before the Commission. 

State Bar of California - Subcommittee on Japanese 
American Re~ss/Reparations 

The State Bar has established a subcommittee composed 
of attorneys, law students and concerned · persons 
who will do legal research on the possible remedies 
available to compensate the Japanese Americans 
interned in the camps. The subcommittee will then 
present its report to the Commission. 

J) Na~ional Council .for Japanese American Redress {NCJAR) 

NCJAR is a Chicago based organization which is raising 
monies to file a class action lawsuit,on behalf of the 
Nikkei incarcerated in the camps,against the United 
States government. NCJAR has retained legal counsel 
who has just started the process of legal research and 
legislative work to make the suit possible. 

4) National Coalition for Redress/Reparations (NCRR) 

NCRR is a California statewide organization which 
advocates for and seeks .the following goalss direct 
monetary compensation to persons interned; establishment 
of a Japanese American community trust fund; educating 
people so such acts shall never occur again; overturning 
the legal basis justifying the evacuation and internment; 
and supporting other groups subject to similar actions. 
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5) Japanese American Citizens League (JACL) 

The JACL has formed a National Committee for Redress 
to coordinate the organization~s Commission effort. 
The JACL strongly emphasizes the need to educate 
people about the camps and feels that,if the 
Commission chooses, reparations in either individual 
payments or for a community fund are appropriate 
remedies for the Congress to adopt. 

WHERE CAN I GO TO GET HELP TO PREPARE MY TESTIMONY? 

Remember, · if you need help to prepare your written testimony or 
oral presentation then assistance will be provided ats 

Asian Legal Services Outreach 
1520 V Street 
Sacramento, California 95814 

Saturday May JO and 
Saturday June 6 
from 10 A.M. to 5 P.M. 

For more information, please call Bryan at 444-2826. 
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