HISTORY OF THE MEDICAL DIVISION
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History of the Madieal Division
Crystal City internment Camp

it the opening of she Camp in Decamber of 1942, she Nediesl Divieiom
was assigned to the old clinie rooms of ths Migretery Labor Camp, There were
#ix omall rooms, Our supplies sad equipment consisted of two smell home-msde
tables, en eapty wooden bookease, four folding chairs, twe pair of seissors,
the persccel property of the two nurses detailed hare, and one twenty-five
cent firet aid kit which some thoughtful person procured. There ware no doe-
tors regularly ssszigned here. A local dentist and madical man were oslled as
necessary.

ie were t0ld ot onee %o submit s list of supplies end equipment neces-
sary for the operatiom of a elinic which would serve men, women, and childrem
ef all ages, Our nursing experience with women and children had besn very
limited, Ue felt it gquite a responsidility to detide what was necessary aad
what wus not, He were very conscious of the faot that we were spending govern~
ment money and wanted to be as economieal as poseidle; dut we alse realized
that our government had sssumed a great responsibdility is bduilding this eamp
and that wo had been assigned to the task of taking the mdiscal end ef that
responsibility. Ve argued over many items: Is e stomach tube necessary, for
instance. It 4id not soeam that snyone would ever sttempt suieide by poison
and that we would need to produce a stomsch tube im & burry; still, there was
& possibility sueh a thing might heappem, «nd how could we them explain that
we hed thought it unnecessary? 5o we ordered it and 4id eventually use it
under just seeh clrocumstences as we had piotuped.

Supplies snd equipment were at this time very han to obtain. Ihe
angwer so often was, "Not svailable for thirty deys -« sixty days, six mouths”,
or, sven more discoureging -~ "Hot evailable.” The Supply Pivision d essrves a
great deal of eredit for the cooperstion, patience and persistense they ex-
hidited im trying to obtain the srticles we said were essential,

Ve placed en ocxder slse for omergsncy and staph drugs. This wes
somewheat easier, and with the small group we had at that time, 414 not eall
for such a lerge outlay of momey. Drugs were more readily svailable, too.

In January 1943 a doctor wes assigned to this stetion by the United
Etates Fublic Health JService, This eliminated the necessity of calling the
local dootor so freguently. Until we hed a bullding of car own, it was still
secessary to send pstients into town for hospitalizatiom, In Pebrusry 1943 e
Publie lsalth Sqpyéwe dectist wue assigoed here,

February of 1943 sav the plans being drswn for the hospital, It
was rather fum, wetohing it grow on paper, being naked for cur cpinion -- nurses
are usually ignored when a blueprint is made of a future boepital. Ve realiszed
more and more what a bdig experience wes shead of us -= and how great was our
responsidility,

At this time we bad secured cotton gsuze, edhesive, and dyugs. Our
instrumcnts atill consisted of two pair of scissors. In Murch we veceived &
Tew lnstrumet g, encugh so that we could suturs s small wound, opem an sbe-
Gceba, Or exoise a splianter, U also received a small instrument steriliser,
de could mow boil Lnstruments!




All through her nursing school days, every nurse has drilled iuto
her the laportance of sargionl technigue, watil it slmost beconss s yeligionm.
However, our faith was sorely tried these days. Our dressings and linens were
¢lesit == but hed nevsir been mer & sterilizer -~ but no clean wound ever o~
eame infeoted during the ten months we operated without obe.

Our first internes smployes came to us in Pebruary. He hed hed &
ded sbesocss on his hand, snd we treated him deily., The day after we diseon~-
tinued the dresaings, he offered his servieces; said he thought we needed a
¢ hely us -~ sonsone t0 Sweep, Wop, or deo suything we wished, We hed bDemn
doing everything curselves, elinic was becoming more active. No were
lighted; besides, it was the first evidence we had seen of any coopesration
the pard of the interness. Up to this timg, their attitude had bees more o
less ote of antagomiam, Shoartly after this, six girls started working in the
elinie, yobating emsh day.

Yebruay 12 was s big day. Ve received our rirst {what at thet time
sossied) large increase in population: a hundred end twelve Germens from Coste
Ries. There were namercus ceses of impetigo and about forty cases of whooping
eough, som very severs. The entire group was, of course, isolated :wu:
canp, and all childrem in the csmp were immunised for whooping cough. IS
also our first encounter with the lmnguage hardship. It was often
to go frea Inglish, through Germen, to Spmish end dack to fimd out if a eb
complained of hesdache, We et up & small climic in Shis aree snd were proud
ef the faot that the whooping cough &id not syresd outside Shis area.

After the quarantine was lifted, we built up our group of nurses’

seid, we had no sutoelave, linen was packaged ss 17 sterile, umgm.n
msmmsuemmmam

and that all they needed to 40 wes to demand

aurees’ aides were qualified amd eapable of

once ths assignaent was made, if ths internee

that it be done dy an official, we always backed up the aide, end the patient
either scoepted the services of his fellow countryme or weat without treat-
ment and in time lesrned that the aides were as sapable as we claimed,

The hospital was undor construection im April, and cur larger stocks
nmxuudmtmtmuhommn. mm»rmmmm
apeace.
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be might deliver the thind,

On May 15th, the elinic part of the hospital was completed emough
we oould move in. It eonsisted of an opersting room, obstetrical room,
enpty sterilising room, three dostars’ offices, waiting room, pharmesy,

and murses' office. We hed 20 mach speve aod g0 much equipaent! If we only
hed an sutoclave, we thought we would have everything, We still continued
- During this moath 430 petients

Bo sattor bow large the box or how much work was i
volved im opening it == you never, ever hed any tyouble getting i done. Yo
haf %0 bo very diplomatiec adout rotating the boxes, or you were ascusel of

favoritism. It wap understood that the oo, or ones, who unersted
1t emld have it, unless the Supply Division hal requested that it de saved.
It was the sanme with baling wire, which ended s & grilled window or poreh.
String was never out, dut was ocarefully anwound and used later for vines
the houses. .

The mad that was arcund the hospital at
) seen anything dut csotus end mesquite,
in Texas, you went in 2 prestiecslly up to
snd stookings with us in orer 10 change after
sl that was brought iato our pretity new

ey
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+ they cmld be that zush more anneying
washing shoes falled.
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However, it was BoS long before we had a board walk lesding from the
hozpital to a paved rood. Conetruotion wes most apologetis ebout the lusber
used, scying it was only sorsp, Up d1d nmod mind; it would :eep us out of the
md. We have the sasme doard walk, and it is a good ene, but I shall never fore
go¥ihe wud in Texus,

i1a June, Japanese gardeners were assigned %o us., The /apansse know
their gaxdening, sud do they love 18! To desutify a spot, the Japuuese have
unlimited patigunoe, snd nothing is ever t0o0 mich work., They began by triaming
the mesquite treoes and cactus, 4igging up soms, leaving just what they wanted.
They eould pioture what 1t would be like a year frem now, After this they
drew plang of whare the driveway would be =« when the time arrived 46 have o -~
where the flower beds should be, ste,

When it cane time to plant grass, no sesd was svailable. They were
detormined that there would be grass arcund the hospitel; so, in neglected
places around the camp where thars were spots of grass, they dug it up -
probably three blades ia & bunoh -« brought 1% domm to the hospital and trans~
planted it adout two inches apert., Thare was no water cuteide -~ no hose
(and mow there is no mud)} but they 4id heve a wheelbarrow snd fifty gallem
8,1, eans, and thexre wes water iz the kitchen at the back end of the hospital.
S0 in this way, water was curried arocund to the front and sprinkled om the
coning new lawm with & ssall hand spriankler.

Today that lewn 19 popular. Patieats waiting their tars is the clinie

visit there; smbulatory patients are cut thore in the evening visiting with
the rfamily, often having & plenic lunch} femilies cut for an svening streoll
stop for a rest; and those twosonmes seem t0 find it the most imaviting plece in
the camp; but I believe there are only a few people «-internee axd official o
who really appreciste that zreen gress!

During June we ware preparing for the opemisg of tire hospital., It
consisted of four wards, sizteen privete rooms, and & nursery. The capacidy
was 0. GSveryona was quite sxeited. It wes the day that we kel all looked
forward to for six moaths. There was not much we eould deo for the aijes who
had helped us 8o faithfully asd sttended classes so regulsrly. By this time
they were receiving the 10g an hour, but nowhare, loast of all in sz inters-
ment Calp, cah you buy loyalty end enthusiass, sod we had it from them, The
whits uniform was fine, but %0 be able to wear a Oap would give Lhem yrestige!
S0 we designed s cap. The zirls asked if they could wesr the Red Cross on 18,
A% that tine the fed Cross, to them, s%00d for s friend Sthat wes adove war and
intornment. It sesmed the one thing that united the world, and to wesr the
insignis on their ceps would be an honor)/ The Internstional Red Cross approved,
Sut the Amerioan Eed Cross objected, The girls wers dissppointed, snd we too felt
that the American Hed Cross hed zot coms up to the standerd of unierstandisg we
had set for is.

S0 on June 0th, the day bafore the opening, we had our capping ex-
oroise in the hospital mess hell, There were arpropriate spesches by .cting
Officer im Charge, the Nodieal Officer and othurs, The presentaticn of esps
ended, 1 beliove, with iee orear, eske, and coffes. After this, osps wers
given to giris who worked three months ia the hospital,




