
• 

• 

considerably smaller-gauge programs on both the East and West Coasts 

which brought new responsibilities to the War Relooation Authority. · 

These programs. carried out under the sa.ms authority as the mass 

evaouation {Executive Order Noo 9066). were aimed at excluding from 

designated military areas any individual--oitizen or. alien-~ose 

presence was oonsidered dangerous to the national security. Such 

a program was announced for the eight states of the Western Defense 

Command on August 19 and for the 16 Atlantic seaboard States or the 

Eastern Defense Command on September 10. 

In connection with both programs. the Authority was oalled 

upon to assume responsibility far assisting in the reloeation or 
the individual exoludees • No attempt was made to provide special 

oommmiities like the relocation centers where the excluded individuals 

oould be temporarily quartered. Instead. the Authority merely under-

took to assist them in me.king a purely personal type of trans fer and 

adjustment. Once the excludee has become reasonably well settled 

outside the military area• responsibility for providing him and his 

dependents with an.y publia assistanoe that nay be necessary will 

rest with State welfare agencies and with the Bureau of Public 

.Ass i3tanoe of the Federal Security Agency. 

Four types 0£ assistanoe were oontemplated by the .Authorityi 

(1) advice and in£ormation to the exclud.ee regarding employment 

opportunities and desirable 110rk localities in unrBstricted regiona1 
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( 2) trans portatia and. subsistence during a temporary period of 

adjustment. usually not over tour weeks; (3) assistance in ooimeotion 

with property probleDmJ al'ld (4) special guidance in connection with 
. . 

family difficulties. All these types. of assistance will be made 

available only when requested 'by the exoludee, aJ:ld financial aid 

will be extended only in oases of actual need. 

On tbe West Coast, the 1fRA end of individual exclusion was 

handled by the Division of Evaouee Property from its offioea in 

San Francisco• Los ~eles, and Seattle. To handle the program 

011 the Atlantic seaboard., special offices were established during 

the quarter at Hew York City and Baltimore and others were planned 

tor Boston and possibly Atlanta. 

Repatriation 

Under arrangements conducted through neutr 1 diplomatic 

channels• an exchange of mtional •s effected during the summer-

of 1942 between the United Sta tea and Japan. On Jmie 19 • the 

Swedish Li:cer Gripsholm left New York Barbor with several hundrei 

Jap nese mtionala aboard bound tor the port of I.ourenoo Marques 

in Portuguese East Africa. At the African port the Gripsholm waa 

met by 2 1 iners carrying American repatriates from Japan nd Japanese 

oooupi d. territory in the Far FastJ an exchange was ef'feotec!, ana 
the boats returned to their port. of ae~rture. 
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Sinoe the first sailing of the Gripsholm was given over 

largely to Japanese diploma.tic representatives, consular officials• 

and their families and s inoe it ooourred during the Tllidst of evacua-

tion~ only a limited number of West Coast evacuees oould be included 

on the passenger list. Shortly before the sailing date. however• 

a number ot alien evaoueas lilose repatriation had been requested 

by the Japanese government were :interviewed at assembly and relooa- · 

tion oenters and given an opportmiity to book passage on the liner. 

A total of 47 people from various assembly oenters and four from 

the Colorado River Relocation Center took advantage of this opportunity 

and were· repatriated. 

As the qua~er ended, arrangements for repatriation of alien 

evacuees wishing to return to Japan on the next sailing of the 

Gripaholm (sailing date undetermined) were being handled by the War-

time Civil Control Administration in collaboration with the State 

Department. Plans were being made• however. for the War Relocation 

Authority to take oTer the responsibilities carried by WCCA on this 

natter aome time in the tall after all evacuees had been transferred 

to relooation oentera. 

Organization and Personnel 

With national headquarters established in Washington. the 

War Relooation .Authority had three main field of'fioes during the 
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second quarterly period: San Francisco. Denver, and Little Rock. 

The San Francisco office provided general Sl~pervision and administrative 

eervioe~ to the six westernmost centers or those lying within the area 

of the Western Defense Command. The Denver office. with a much n:>re 

limited statr. furnished similar supervision and service to the Heart 
I 

Mountain and Granada Centers; and the Little Ro<E office. with nothing 

more than a skeleton staff• was set up to direct the work at the 

two centers in southeast Arkansas. 

In addition• offices staffed simply by one or two men plus 

stenographers were set up at Los Angeles and Seattle to handle 

evacuee property problems and individual exclusion and at New York 

City and Baltimore to handle exclusion &lone. 

AB the quarter ended, the .luthvrity had in Washington. at 

the principal field offices. and at the relocation centers a total 

payroll of 11 167 full-time• regular employees. Of' this total, some-

where in the neighborhood of' 40 per cent were teachers recruited 

f .or duty at the relocation center schools. The staff' was distributed 

aa tollowss 

Washington 74 

San Francisoo 214 

Denver 23 

Little Rocle 14 

Manzanar 97 

Colora'o River 

• Bulk of staff on payroll of Office ot Indian Ati'a.ira. 
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(continued) 

Tule lake 136 

Gila River 125 

Heart Mc>l.mtain 115 

Minidoka 69 

Granada 106 

Central utah 56 

Rohwer 46 

Jerome 78 

TOTAL • • • • •• • • 1.157 
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A CHRONOLOGY 

OF EVACUATION AND Rm.,OCATION 

July 1---September 30 

-1942-
"' 

July 9 - Evacuation of' approx:b:nately 10.000 people of Japanese 
ancestry from Military Area No. 2 in California 
(eastern portion of the state) started. with move-
ment direct to relocation centers instead of to 
assembly centers as in the evacuation of Military 
Area No. 1. 

July 9 -- Opening of WRA regional office at Little Rock. 
Arkansas • 

July 20 .Adoption or WRA polioy under which American-born 
evacuees who had never visited Japan were pennitted 
to leave relocation centers tor private employment 
eapec ial ly in the Middle Western States• 

July 20 Opening of Gila River Relocation Cente~ near Sacaton. 
Arizona. 

Ju]\v 25 -- Natic>nal Defense .Appropriation .Act including (among 
many other items) 70 mi.llion dollar appropriation 
for the War Relocation .Authority tor the fiaoal 
year ending June 30 • 1943 a igned by President 
Roosevelt. 

. August 7 Evacuation of 110.000 people ot Japanese ancestry 
from their homes in Military Area No• 1 and the . 
California portion of Military .Area No. 2 oompleted. 

August 10 .Arrival of first contingent ot evacuees to open the -..; 

:Minidoka Relocation Center near Eden. Idaho. 

August 12 - Openillg of Heart Mountain Relooation Center near 'ti 

Cody• Wyoming. 

August; 18 - war Department proolamation designating the tour 
relocation centers outside the Western Defense 
Comnand aa military areas issued by Secretary 
Stimson. 
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August 19 

August 24 

August 25 

August 27 

Anno\ttloeraent by Lt. Gen. J. L. DeWi t~ of a program
0 

tmder whioh azzy- persons deemed dangerous to military 
security would be excluded from vital areas in the 
Western Defense Command• 

Adoption of WRA policies on (l) internal seourity 
~t relocation centers, (2) religion~ (3) mess 
operations. (4) evacuee self-governalnt. and (5) 
public assistanoe grants to evacuees. 

Policy adopted by WR.A providing for the organization 
of evacuee consumer enterprises at relocation centers. 

-- Opening of Granada Relocation Center near Lamar, 
Colorado. 

September 1 -- Adoption of WR.A polioy on employment and compensation 
at relocation centers • Main provisions: '{ 1) free 
subsistence for all evaouee residents of the centers; 
(2) a wage scale of $16 a month for most evacuees 
working at the centersJ $19 tor professional 
employees. and $12 for apprenticesJ (3) clothing 
allowances for all working evacuees and their 
d pendents J ( 4) automatic enrollment in the War 
Relocation Work Corps of all evacuees assigned 
to jobs at the centers; (5) establishment of Fair 
Practice Com:nittee and Merit Rating BOQrd within 
the Work Corps at eaoh center; and (6) unera:ploy-
!!l8D:t compensation for evacuees involuntarily un-
employed. 

September 10 -- Individual exolusion program for 16 states in the 
F.astern Defense Command annotmoed by Lto Gen. Hugh 
A. Drum• providing for the exoluaion of "any person 
whoae presence in the Eastern Military area is 
deemed dangerous to the national defense." The 
War Relocation Authority was authorized to assist 
persons exaluded from either the Western or Eastern 
military regions to re-establish themselves in 
non-prohibited areas. 

September 11 -- Opening ot the Central uta.h Relocation Center 
near Delta. utah. 
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September 13 Order issued by Western Defense Command permitting 
evacuee 190rkers at the Poston and Gila River reloca- . 
tion centers to enter certain parts of Military 
Area No. 1 in Arizona to r.ssist in the harvest of 
the long-staple cotton crop. 

September 15 Announcement made that the evacuee Property Division 
of WRA. at San Francis co had set up branoh offices 
in Seattle and Los Angeles and was responsible for 
the administration of evacuee property holdings 
valued at more than two-hl.mdred million dollars. 

September 17 Opening of Rohwer Relocation Center near McGehee~ 
Arkansas• 

September 21 -- Joint Resolution introduced in the United States 
Senate by Senator Rufus c. Holman of Oregon proposing 
amandment to the Constitution giving Congress the 
power to regulate oonditions under whioh persons 
subject to dual citizenship may become citizens 
of the United States. 

September 25 -- 0££ioes of the War Relocation Authority opened in 
New York City and Baltimore to assist persons 
excluded from Eastern Military areas in finding 
work and homes in non-restricted. areas. 

September 26 
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-- Issuance of 1iRA regulations to beoome effective 
Ootober 1 under which any evaouee--u. s. oitizen 
or alien--:nay leave a relocation center for 
temporary or permanent residenoe outside the 
evacuated area provided four conditions are met: 
(1) the applicant must have a definite offer of 
a job ar some other means 0£ support; (2) there 
must be no evidence on his record to indicate 
disloyalty to · the United .States; (3) he must 
agr~e to keep the Authority informed of any ohange 
of job or change of address; and (4) there must 
be evidence that he will be acoeptable in the 
community llhere he plans to make his new home. 
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EVACUEE ANXIETIES AND TENS IOUS 

Behind t~e outward appearance of activity and progress that 

prevailed during the su:mner at relocation centers~ there were signs 

at most centers of a growing commm:iity tmrest. In the main, evacuee 

anxieties and tensions remained below the surface and were diffioult , 

to analyze or detect. But at two of the older centers, these feelings 

were more openly expressed and resentments boiled up in the form or 

"incidents.• 

Neither of these inoid.ents hlTolnd phy ioal violenoe. In 

both oas s, the things that were said were far mcn•e 1:mportant than 

the things that were done• But both ooourreno.es were q.ui te obviously 

manifestations ot deep-rooted and chronic maladjustments and discontents 

within the oomnnmity. 

Incidents 

The first ot these manifestations ooourred in the form of a 

meeting called together by some of the evacuees at one of the older 

centers on the evening ot August a. This gathering, held 1n one ot 

the meas halls, was conduotecl entirely in the Japanese language 
I 

and was attended by approximately 600 people. It was featured by 

strong argunsnts and sharp clenunoiations of living conditions at 

the center. Late in the evening the tone became so storl:zy' that 

res identa of nearby blo olas were aroused and a member of the WR.A 
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administrative .staff finally ealled upon the throng to disperse. 

The meeting broke up immediately thereafter but the incident . left 

the whole oommuni ty in a state of anxiety and nervousness that 

lasted for neny days. 

At another of the older centers. evacuee tensions reached a 

pitch in the last days of September when representatives of the 

Offioe ot War Informtion visited the center with the suggestion 

that evacuee residents participate in making radio transcriptions 

on relocation center life tor broadcast to the Far East. Shortly 

after the OWI men arrived at the center on the m0rning of September 

28• the question of evacuee participation in the transcriptions 'W8.8 

discussed at considerable length with the members of the tempprary 

community council. The ootm.oil members--e.11 of them .An!rican citizens 

and most of them in their early twenties--were at first inclined to 

favor the project. On further deliberation. however. they decided 

that the natter should be submitted to a group of representative 

alien evacuees since the transcriptions were to be made in the 

Japanese language and would necessarily involve the participation 

of the alien residents• Accordingly• a joint meeting 'W&.S arranged 

tor the following morning between the oounoil members and the pre-

dominantly alien block anagers • This meeting. whioh lasted from 

early in the mrni?lg until 11 o 'elook at night• -.s punctuated by 

frequent emotional outbursts alld finall7 wot.Uld up with a decisive 

vote against participation in the transcription projeot. 
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Administrative Background 

The fact that both of these incidents occurred at older 

centers is highlj~ significant. Throughout the SUin.a""ll3r, while 

construction was toing..forvm.rd and evacuee contingents were being 

received at mo=~ relocation cor.ununities. the throe centers established 

during the spring had passed through these phases and v.rere in the 

proooss of settline down. Yet the relocation program had failed 

in some ways to keep pace with the development of these older centers. 

The War Relocation Authority• operating in a new and complex field 

of govonunent administration where there ware virtually no precedents 

or guideposts, VJaS compelled to exercise extraordinary care in 

working out basic policies and procedures. Many of the most funda-

mental decisions were not made until the latter part of August. 

Yeanmile administrati-v·e sts.ffs at the older centers were f'aced 

with the problem of managing rapidly maturing communities within 

a framework of policies that were only partially matured or wholly 

undetermined. 

In terms of evacuee living. this situation, coupled with the 

shortage of materials, produced some highly undesirable results. 

As employment programs were gradually being developed, many of · the 

older evacuees in particule.r were left without work. Men and women 

who had spent virtually their 'Whole lives in hard physical labor 

fotmd time hanging heavy on their hands• 'While fiscal procedures 
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were behlg worked out and put into operation, those 'Who did find 

jobs often went weeks and even months without pay. Recreation 

programs tor the children lagged tor lack of equipment. Construction 

of school buildiDgs. described by the War Relocation Au~hority in 

an early pamphlet for evacuees as "one of the first jobs" to be 

accomplished at the centers. was held up by the shortage of' 

materials. Under such circumstances.. it is scarcely surprising 

that resentment was openly expressed. The really surprising fact. 

perhaps, is that these express ions were not more frequent and 

more intemperate in tone. 

Yet it would be erroneous to ascribe the incidents that 

occurred wholly to administrative difficulties. Behitid both or 

these incidents and similar {though less dramatic) nanifestationa 

even at the newer eenters. there was a highly complex pattern of 

influences inherent in the very nature of the relocation program. 

Some of the more readily discernible of these influences are 

discussed in the following sections. 

Cleavages in. the Evacuee Population 

At all the older centers as soon as the bustle and turmoil 

of the construction and induction period had died down, cleaw.ges 

(some of which had existed long before evacuation) began to dtnelop 

or reappear among the evacuated people. One line of cleavage already 
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noted was between evacuees from the larger cities and those with 

predominantly rural backgrounds. Another and far more serious one 

was between the .American-born younger generation (nisei) am their 

alien elders {isaei). 

This. schism •a carefully noted and described by au alien 

evacuee resident of one of the older centers• Highlights ot his 

report on the subject are given belows 

"The government of the United States has, in the 
process of evacuating the Japanese, made little, 
if any ·distinction between aliens ot enemy 
nationality (iasei) and American citizens of 
Japanese parentage (nisei). While these groups 
are racially alike, and are closely bound in 
family ties• their background and conditioning are 
as far apart as those found in ~ other immigrant 
group. 

"The nisei, and here I am speaking of ihose citizens 
who have resided here since their birth and have 
received the major part of their education in thia 
001.m.tz')t, are oonacious of their Ameriean citizenship• 
their trainiDg in .American schools in .American •Y 
of thinkiDg, _and are imbued with ideals of American 
institution.e. Before the outbreak of the present 
war they bad oome a long way to•rd assimilation. 
politioall7 and eoonomica.lly. 1£ no~ socially• into 
the .American scene. They were just arriving at 
a stage where they can assert independence from 
1m.e family oontrol by the iaeei • 

"1'he iasei '• stand in thie war. with few exceptions. 
baa been that of passive non-resistmce. They mve 
faithfully oontormd to all government regulations 
oonoernillg aliens of enemy nationality duriDg war-
time. 1'hey have sh01111.~ •••• rillingness to work and 
to cooperate with the administration. Whatever 
~ievance they may have• they have never expressed 
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it openly to the administration. Therefore• it 
is very difficult for the administrators of this 
camp to determine the attitude and reactions of 
its issei population. 

"The nisei as a group are dissatisfied with the 
treatment they have received from the government. 
They are disillusioned--bitter. Many of them are 
frustrated and desperate •••••• It is a known fact 
that we have in the camp today certain elements 
who are working upon the bitterness of tLe nisei. 
These individuals are making agitational talks 
privately alli!. publioly to Whip the nisei senti-
ment into em anti-American mob hysteria. They 
are finding a ready response from many dissatisfied 
nisei. 

"I am convinced, based upon ~ observation, that 
there are certain irreoonoilable differences 
between the issei and nisei--D.amely, the question 
of' attachment to their respective countries. Of 
course, every immigrant stock faoes a conflict 
between the first generation with its old world 
ideals• philoeophy and customs and the second 
generation to become extremely .Americanized. The 
Chinese, the Irish• the Italians, and the rest 
have gone through this experience. The only 
marked, but extremely important difference with 
the Japanese. is that at the present time this 
generation-conflict is closely tied up with the 
question of loyalty• since Japan and the United 
States are at war. 

"There are some issei, who are technically enemy 
aliens, but are just as loyal and more so than 
~ nisei •••••• These individuals, for the most 
part. have arrived in this coimtry when very young 
and have been educated end raised as .AJnerioans • 
Were it not tor the act 0£ Congress forbidding 
their naturalization, they 1110uld have become 
citizens long ago. There are a few others• who• 
because of political oonvictions. were anti-fascist 
even before the outbreak of the present war, and 
aan contribute substantially toward the American 
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war effort and are anxious that they be called 
upon to perform some service to this ootmtry. 
They are, in a sense, in a same category as German 
refugees in this country." 

The faot that the writer of this statement is hinmelf an 

alien of couree lends additional 11'8ight to the point he makes in 

his final paragrap11. In this connection, the comment of a trained 

observer at one or the relocation centers is highly pertinent. 

"It is natural,~ he writes. "that the older people, the native 

born Japanese, should have a sentimental attachment to Japen. 

There can be little doubt that the great majority of them do have 

suoh feelings. and that they deeply enjoy their own music, songs, 

drama, traditions, and custom. This enjoymnt is probably increased 

and sought as a refuge under the present circumstances of sufferirlg •••• 

loss of income and possessions, and fear of the future. This is not 

the same thing as pro-Axis plotting.,, but rather the up-surge of 

sentimental f'ee1.ings mixed with a certain childish defiance in 

people who in their calmer moments are perfectly willing to be 

'neutral enenw•aliens' and collaborate with the Govermnent." 

Feelings of Fear and Insecurity 

Perhaps the most conmon emotion noted among the evacuated 

people during the second quarter was a profotmd feeling of insecurity 

or rootlessness• This feeling• which was probaol.~ an inevitable 
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result of evacuation and of living conditions at the centers, was 

manifest at all but the very newest relooation communities. 

Fears About the Post-War Future 

The overwhelming fear 0£ the evacuees-the one which most 

deeply influenced their efforts toward adjustment--aa their anxiety 

about the post-1m.r future. Younger evacuees in partioular were 

frequently heard asking questions suoh ass "Where shall we go 

from here after the 111ar?" "How shall we earn a living?" What will 

be the long-ti.me effect of' l ife here upon our obaraoter., and how 

will we be affected in our future adjustments?" .Agaiast the baok:-

grol.md of the immediate pasta very ftm even among the American-

oitizen evacuees were able to provide themselves with encouraging 

answers for these questions. 

While the younger residents worried about occupational~ 

status, the older evacuees were more inclined to fear the effects 

or relocation life on £ami'.cy savings. Fe.mi.lies which entered the 

centers with only a few hundred dollars savings--and often f'ar leas--

were constantly uneasy about the prospect that they 190uld spend more 

money at the cantere than could be justified in the light of .future 

family needs• ibe result ..as an increase in intra-family bickering 

and a tendency on the part of many to resist the formation of 

oerta.in consumer enterprises and other midertek:ings that would 

encourage family spending. 
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Fears About the Break:do"Wn of Family Authority 

Almost ever'J aspect of relocation center life-the mass 

feeding, the close quartering, the thin partitions between family 

compartments, the oooasional doubling up of small illmilies in a 

ai:ngl• compartment, the absenoe of normal economic opportunitiea-

tended almost imtvitably to disintegrate the pre-nr structure of 

evaoU9e family life. Housewives, treed of all responsibility tor 

family cooking and largely relieved of other household burdens, 

began to assert themselvea mor openly and sought about to find 

new outlets tor their energies• Thia tendency was parlioularly 

disruptive among the older people I mo the housn1.f'e in Japaneae 

1001 'b1' hu traditionally oooupied a d.Latinotly interior status. 

At the ame time, however, these housewives and mothers were 

themselves profoundly d iaturbed by the leaaening of parental 

authority over the children. Along with the fathers• they 

frequently voiced concern about the bad table manners, the inoreas-

ing frivolity• and even the ocoasional insolence which they bad noted 

in their sona a?ld daughters a inoe the srrival at relocation oentera • 

The teen-age yolm.gaters of Japanese ancestry, who had established 

an admirably low reoord ot juvenile delinquen07 in their former 

homea on the Pacitio Coast, showed a marked tendenor toward 

rowdine11 1n relocation oentere. .And 111 more than one center, the 

tonraticm of rather diatinat juvenile "gang•" was noted. 
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The effect of all these trends particularly on the ~a of 

the older p~ople trained in Japan-~ere the sanctity of family 

ties· is trmnendously aignifioant-oan soarceq be overstressed. 

Fears About Food 

The .fear or food shortage •s directly related• on the one 

hand• to the kind of food served in the messhalla • and on the other• 

to the anticipation of trm:isportation difficulties due to bombing 

or winter stalling. 'Whenever the meals were poor. the people 

exhibited anxieties of food shortage• and even went to the extent 

of looking into the warehouses• This concern about a prospective 

tood shortage also arose from the popular conception about ·railway 

problems of snow-covered passes and bombed out tracks• a conception 

that was reinforced by the minor difficulties actually experienced· 

at some ot the centers. Women in aone centers took to drying lei't-

over rice in the sun wit~ the thought that it might be saved for 

the dQ\Y when there would not be•enough to eat in the meashalls." 

Fear of violence 

Some instances of physical violence occurred at the older 

centers. and reports on them spread widely and rapidly with the 

usual exaggerations of details. Many who were leaders in their 

former colIDn.Ullities were reluctant to assume positions of responsibility 

at the centers because of their fear of difficulties with fellow 
I 

members of tho conmtmity. or even of violence from them. Persons 

who did -as\11De responsibility were frequent!~ threatened and in 
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·some cases actually beaten. Agitators and mdividuals given to 

violence appeared more frequently all¥>Dg the bachelor aliena aJJd 

the Amer ioan-born evacuees educated in Japan, but the tendency was 

not absent (as already noted) among the youngsters born and reared 

in this country. 

Fear ot the -OUts ide" 

In view of the 1IRA aim to encourage employment ot properly 

qualified evacuees outside relocation areas. perha~s the most 

disturbing ot all the tears ghibited by evacuees during the second 

92arter was their grave apprehenaian about the .American climate of 

public opinicm. !his feeling, of course. was not wi~hout foundation. 

During the period of volmitary evacuation in March of ~942, migratklg 

families ot Japanese descent were sullenly reoeind and even threatened 

with mob violence bl many communities of the intermotm.tain St~tea. 

Even after voluntary evacuation had been prohibited• high public • 

officials and organized groups continued to "mice sentiments or 
'Wholesale animosity against all people of Japanese origin regardless 

ot birth• upbringing• or individual attitudes. In editorial columns. 

and in the "letters to the editor" of many an American newspaper, 

the evacuees found a dominant tone of hostility and condemnation 

directed toward theme In some quarters. there was talk of mass 

deportation to Japan at the close of the war. 



By the oloae of the 1umner • with thous an4a ot evaoueea out 

in the beet fielu, these feelings ha4 begun to be mdified in mtUV" 

looalitiea • But the prevailing t-.per ot public opinion aa it 

.r.eaohecl. the ey• an! ears of the evacuees was still basioalq hostile. 

Jnd the evaouee fear of public reao~ion ._. perhaps the most serious 

a ingle obstacle to optimum utilization of evaouee manpower both 

inside and outside the relocation centers. 

Concl ua ions a 

~ of theae anxieties and tensions. of course. arose from 

the Tery newneea of the relocation program and from. the tact that 

evacuee• had beeL phm.ged into a aittation unlike anything they bai 

9V91" experienced before. In the future. as the relocation centers 

lose some of their pioneer character and as policies and procedures 

. beoome better known and more firmly established• nmy ot the 

apprehensions wb.ioh loomed so large in evacuee minds during the 

sumner of 1942 will perhaps be replaoed by con.fidenoe based on 

exper ienoe e 

It was olear. however, by the close of the second quarter 

that there are mall¥ aspects of relooation center life which will 

probably continue to oause unrest as long as the centers rennin in 

operation. Relooation center life• by its- -very nature• will 

probab~y never provide suf'fioient opportunity and incentive to 

the younger and oore capable evaouees. and it is quit·e likely in 

some oases to have a long-range demoralbing effect. 
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In the light of s uoh considerations and in view of the 

national manpower situation, the leave. regulations which became 

effective on October 1 take on additional point and purpose. 

Under these regulations, the best quali£ied evaouees. who are 

usually also the most restive under the restrictions of rolooation 

center life, will presumably be among the first to leave. The 

net long-range effect should be salutary both for the relocation 

centers ani for the nation as a whole. 

SUMMARY REPORTS ON THE CENTERS 

Manzanar 

Oldest of all the relocation oenters. dating baok to Maroh 

23 (as a reception center tmder the WCCA). Manzanar in the Owens 

Valley seotion of California had by September 30 taken on many of 

the aspeots of a settled eommmi ty • In p laoe of the d list and 

bareness of late March, there were hundreds of green lawns around 

the barracks and Viotory gardens in the firebreaks. Family living 

quarters. originally laid out in all barraok8 to accomnodate a 

"standard" .family of seven persons• had been improved and reoonstructad 

so as to aooomnodate families of varying sizes. A printed newspaper, 

the only one at relocation centers~ was appearing in four-page 

tabloid .form three tim9s a weak. A 250-bed hospital• staffed by 

six doctors and five registered nurses. was efficiently caring for 

the health needs of the comm.unity. A cooperative enterprise 



association. incorporated under the laws of California. had taken 

over management of the general store and canteen and was in the 

process of setting up a barber shop. beauty parlor, shoe repair 

establishment, and motion pioture theater. 

Of the 9.057 evacuees actually in residence on September 30• 

more than 4 1 000--or approximately 80 per oent 0£ the employables--

were. engaged in full-time jobs at the center. By far the greatest 

number. 11 503, were working in the dining halls and kitchens on 

the enormous job of feeding the entire community• Sone of the 

A.m:>rioan citizens were occupied on the garnishing of camouflage 

nets for the .Arrrv, others, aliens as -well as citizens, took part 

in the manufacture of garioonts for residents at all relocation 

centers, the production of guayule plants, and a variety of oomn.unity 

service jobs ranging from the oopy desk of the newspaper to the 

oolleotion of c onmunity garbage. By the olose of the quarter• 

more than 11 000 men and 30 women evacuees had left Manzanar for 

the sugar-beet fields of Montana and Idaho. 

Despite the departure of so maey younger residents tor 

harvest work• sports and recreation continued to bulk large in 

the total lif'e ot the oommtmity. Over 100 softball teams (74 

tor mem. 16 for boys• and 19 for girls) were aotively playing 

contests that sometimes drew as many as 3.000 or 41 000 spectators. 

Track• wrestling, and volleyball were also prominent on the athletic 

oalendar. Two evenings each week throughout the 8tl1J1[00r, the residents 

enjoyed a program of reoorded musie known as Symphony Under the Stars 
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whioh was made possible by the use of a publio address. system 

owned and operated by three of the evacuees. At more or less 

regular intervals the residents also arranged pe.rties, danoes, 

and a variety of other social ~therings. ldeanwhile handioraf't 

olasses were being organized and Boy Scout aotivities were moving 

into full swing. 

The Center's small-soale agricultural program moved forward 

with the clearing of 165 acres and the planting of 120. Nearly 

$251 000 worth of vegetables, melons, and tomatoes were produced 

and tour oar loads were shipped to other re lo oation oenters • The 

previously neglected orchard o'£ 600 apple am 400 pear trees whioh 

the evacuees .fotmd when they first arrived at Manzanar was rehabilitated 

sufficiently to produce nearly $21 000 worth of fruit • 

.An interesting and distinotive .f'ee-.ture ot the center was the 

Children's Village composed of three speoiall1' constructed buildings 

and inhabited by about 60 children of .Japanese ~cestry trom welfare 

homes in IDs Angeles and San Francisco. These children, ranging in 

age from one to eighteen years• had their own apeoial dining hall 

and a well orga..~iled program ot institutional oare. Plans were 

being made. however., to have them enrolled with the other ohildt-l!n 

when the regular eohools opened at the oenter~ 

One of the peculiar problems at Manzanar arose .from the fact 

that this center •• operated for more than two months (from Maroh 23 
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to June 1) as a reception center by the Wartime Civil Control 

Administration. In na:ey ways. the "temporary" pattern of administra-

tion which was naturally oharaoteristic ot all WCCA centers oarried 

over even after Manzanar had officially been transferred to liar 

Relocation Authority management. By the close of the quarter. 

however• most of the diffioulties which resulted from the administrative 

trans.fer had been ironed out and management of the center was being 

completely keyed in wi. th the national policies of the War Relooation 

Authority. 

Colorado River 

The one relooation area not directly lD&llaged by the War Reloca-

tion .Authority--the Colorado River Center administered by the 0.tfioe 

of Indian Affairs in the desert of 1V9Stern .Arizona--aohieved note-

worthy progress during the seoond quarter along malJ\Y' lines despite 

the wilting summer heat. 

Ot the 17.245 evacuees in residence at the olose of the 

period• 1.111 were employed on a variety ot jobs at the oenter and 

only 498 olassii'ied aa employable were still without work. As at 

all relooation centers. the great DBjor1ty of workers were engaged 

on dining ball operations and other jobs essential to operation 

and maintenance of the oomm.unity. In addition, 284 had been assigned 

to agr.icultural work• 239 to land clear~ and levelling• and 144 to 

manufacturing projeots. 
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Agricultural work at the center was retarded by the extreme 

heat (temperatures of 120 degrees or !OOre in the stm wre frequent 

throughout the entire period), by the absence (due to persenal 

injury) or the agricultural dire.otor, and by the laok of suitable 

farming equipmnt. Major developments included (1) establishment 

of a guayule nursery. (2) planting of 85 acres of vegetables, 

(3) clearing ot 80 aores for a poultry farm, and (4) clearing of 

another 80 a ores tor a hog !'arm. In addition, 80 acres were cleared. 

tor establishment of a fish oulture pla:ati to handle the stooking 

and breeding of peroh, bass, oarp, and other edible fish. 

Ma.nutaoturing work remained largely in the planning ancl 

oonstruotion stages. Under sponsorship of the u. s. Corps ot 

Engineers, construction w.as started on three oamoutlage-net-

garniahing plants. one tor eaoh ot the three communities that make 

up the center in which some ot the American citizens would be 

employed. A noodle factory, established on September 1, averaged 

between 700 and 800 pounds ot noodles daily throughout the remainder 

of the period. Three adobe brick factories. set up about halt way 

through the quarter to provide construotion materials for the 

oonmunity sohools, had turned out a total of 85,000 briolcs by 

S eptem.ber 30 • 

Although a cooperative enterprise association was not 

formally organized at the center during the quarter, rather definite 

plane were developed tor one and considerable educational work on 

cooperative principles waa oarried out among the residents• At the 
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close of the quarter, canteen& were in operation at all three 

communities while the largest and oldest of the three also had 

a beauty parlor• barber shop, and general store. Total business 

of all these establishments was $831 998.04 in August and $79,087.48 

in September. From the profits, the uninoorporated enterprise 

assooiation subsidized a nUll'ber of comntm.ity recreational activities, 

inoluding the exhibition of 16 mm. sound movies on a -weekly basis 

at all three communities. 

Plans tor community governmant. first formulated during 

May and June, were revised in July and August in line with national 

policies established by the War Relocation Authority. Temporary 

councils were elected during the quarter at all three Poston 

communities. In addition, an advisory council of nine alien evacuees 

'WU elected in Community No. 1 to meet with the temporary council 

and to participate in -the work of the gover:nmental oommi ttees. A 

judiciary committee of thre~ evacuees, established in July to hear 

all oases involving violation of the oommunity Code of Offenses• 

convened twice weekly throughout the remainder of the period. 

By the close of the quarter- a total of 561 evacuees had 

left the oenter for the beet f'ields of Montana~ Idaho• Wyoming• 

Colorado• and Nebraska. During the period there were 63 births 

· and 28 clsatha at the oenter. 
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Tule Lake 

Favored with a fertile soil and a considerable acreage 

immediately availabls for cultivation, Tule Lake in extreme 

northern Califonl11a functioned as the ohief agricultural producer 

among relocation oentera durblg the aeoond quarter. From the 

2,600-aore farm. evacuee agricultural workers in August and 

September harvested nearly 4-00 tone of potatoes and approximately 

900 tons ot other root oropa and table vegetables• Out of this 

total harvest, valued at roughly $26,000, some ta,ooo 110~th of 

vegetables was oonsuined at the oenterJ another $15,500 worth was 

shipped to·Minidoka, Colorado River, Gila River, Manzanar, and 

Central utahJ and $21 700 worth was sold on the open mrlcet. A 

hog farm and a poultry £arm were just getting under way at the 

close of the quarter. 

With 802 :men out in sugar beet work and another 20 working 

tor the Great Northern Railroad in Oregon, the population of the 

center on September 30 stood at 141 646. Ot this number• approxinatel.y · 

71 000 had been classified for employment and approximately 6,000 

had actually been assigned to jobs• During the quarter, oonstruotion 

crews completed the interior lining of :nearly all barracks for 

winter protection and made a • ubstantial atart on the erection of 

three f aotory buildings--one tor the garment fa.otory and two £or the 



tent-making plant. Excavation w:>rk was finished for all three 

buildings and concrete foundations were laid for two by September 

Schools were opened on September 14 in the recreation halls 

with an enrollment of 2,430 in the high school and 11 519' in the 

three elementary sahools • Although a temporary furniture fa.utory 

established in one of the warehouses managed to provide some equip• 

ment, there was a definite shortage of desks, chairs, and tables 

throughout the last two weeks of leptember • The teaohing staff• 

originally planned to include 38 non-Japanese and 12 evacuee teachers 

in the high school and 30 non-Japanese and 8 evacuee teachers for 

the elementary schools,, was short at the close of the quarter (due 

to resignations and recruitment difficulties) by 22 high sohool 

instructors and 8 grade a ohool teachers• 

Definite progress was made at the center in the organization 

and operation of community elrl;erprises. On September 30, the 

conmnmity had four stores handling a variety of merohandise, a 

combined beauty and barber shop, a shoe repair establishment, a 

watch repair shop, a radio repair shop, and a laundry. Together, 

these enterprises in September had a combined payroll of 205 

evacuees and did a total business of more than $90.000. Throughout 

the latter part 0£ the quarter• plans tor the organization of a 

coopera'Cive ··ente.rpri.se association to manage all these undertakings 
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were d6veloped by a special congress of delegatAs composed of one 

representative elected by the residents ot each block. On September 

28, the congress met and nominated a panel of candidates for the 

association's board of di.rectors. Election of the directors was 

scheduled for October 1, 2. and 3. 

With completion of the base hospital in July, the health 

program at the center advanced rapidly. The medical staff, _ compris-

ing both evaouee and non-Japanese doctors and nurses, handled over 

9.ooo ~linic patients in July and August. DuriDg September the 

program was further expamed to include the imn:m1ization of children 

against whooping cough, diphtheria, and lookjaw. 

On labor Day, the residents of the center staged one of the 

largest outdoor sho11& held to date at any relocation comrm.mity. The 

program, which featured a flag dedication oeremony, a parade, a 

beauty queen contest, exhibits, talent shows, and athletic contests., 

attracted nearly 14,000 apeotators or roughly 90 per oent of the· 

total population. 

Gila River 

On July 1, the Gila River Relocation Center in the desert 

of south-central .Arizona was still in the threes of construction. 

Nineteen daya later, when the advance contingent of evacuees arrived 

from Turlock Assembly Center, ~onstruction was badly behind aoh9dule 
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and community utilities were operating on only a fractional basis. 

In the weeks that followed, as evacuees continued pouring . in on 

schedule and the building program continued 'to lag, ho~ing faoilitiea 

were stretched almost to the breaking point. On August 8 Butte 

Camp--the smaller of the two communities that make up the oenter-

was completed. From August 12 through August 20. while construotion 

c:>n the other oamp was getting UJ:der way, this community, with a 

capacity of only 51 000 evacuees. had ·to house between 61 000 and 71 000 

people. Evacuees overflowed the barracks and were temporarily 

crowded into every available recreation hall, J.aundry, alld ironillg 

room. Postponement ot evacuee arrivals during the latter part of 

August. however, eased the situation considerably and permitted the 

construction crew to narrow the gap between actual eapacity and 

population on hand. At the close of the quarter, with the total 

population at 11,553, construction was still goi:cg forward on 

Canal Camp and utilities were still being installed. But the 

greatest housing difficulties had been overcome. 

Scheduled to be the principal food producer among relocation 

areas during the late tall and winter months of 1942, Gila River 

had nearly 1.000 acres in alfalfa when the War Relooation Authority 

took over the land. In order to meet f'all produotion schedules, 

the .Authority was compelled to use non-Japanese labor in getting 

the land preparation and planting work under ll'aY• As rapidly as 

possible• however. evacuee workers were assigned to the farm. By 
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September 30, about 450 acres had been planted to carrots, broccoli, 

squash, radishes, and other vegetables. The only crops aotually 

harvested during the quarter wer.a radishes. Seventy-five crates 

of them were pulled during the latter part of September and 

distributed to the oommtmity kitchens. 

Due to the acute shortage of labor for harvest work in the 

long-staple cotton area of central Arizona, arrangements were made 

in September to permit employment of evacuees from Gila River in 

Pinal and Maricopa Cotmties on a commuter bas is• S inoe the ootton 

fields wer& located in Military Area No. 1, a special auth~rization 

was required from the Western Defense Command. This was granted by 

Lieutenant General John L. DeWitt on September l3 • By the close of 

the quarter, the average number of evacuees from Gila River 

commuting to the cotton fields daily was about 250. 

Because of the turbulent condition of the center throughout 

much of the period,·progress in the organization and development of 

ma.ey conmunity activities was somewhat slower than at most relocation 

area1. By September 30 • however, one store was funotioning in each 

ot the two communities and the combined daily sales were averaging 

around t1aoo. A temporary comcnm.ity council had been elected in 

Canal Camp and had already held three meetings. A mimeographed 

newspaper was appearing twioe weekly. Construction work was well 
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tU~er VIS.Y on the buildings for a oamouf'lage-net factory. Only 

American citizens were employed on this enterprise. A lled Cross 

Chapter had been organized am was operating branches in both 

communities. 

Minidoka 

Located near the heart of the sugar-beet region in south• 

central Idaho• the Minidoka Relooation Center led all relocation 

conrntm.itiss in turnout of evacuees for outside harvest work. By 

September 30. a total or l.444 residents had left the oenter on 

work-group leave and the sign-up was still continuing in full 

swing. Before the quarter closed,, the oenter was already beginning 

to experience a marked shortage or available workers for essential 

oonmunity services. 

Like Gila River• the Minidoka Center felt the pinch of war-

time shortages rather sharply in its basic oonstruotion program. 

When the advance contingent of colonists arrived at the center on 

August io. for example. tho kitchen stoves in the mess halls where 

they were to cook their evening meal were just being installed. 

When the mass arrivals began• 6 days later• oonstruotion ot living 

quarters 'WU approximately on sohedule. but only the barest beginning 

bad been nade on imftallation ot necessary utilities• Throughout 

the reminder of ·the period• the OODJll.ttlity struggled along with 

inadequate lights. insu£fioient "Warehouse spaoe~ no sewerage• 
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no hot water and outdoor le.trines. By September 30• the construction 

of the bare physioal essentials of commtmity life was 97 per cent 

complete. but utilities were still largely lacking. 

In the light of these extremely trying construction difficulties 

and the large exodus of harvest workers, the center achieved a note-

wortey degree of community stability during the period. or the 81042 

evacuees actually in residence on September 30, more than 31 000 199re 

at work and another 939 were awaiting assignnent. Approximately 

l,200 males and nearly 2.500 females were classed as unemployable. 

The 200-bed hospital• aln1ost completely organized with a total staff' 

of 200 people, was handling an average load of 77 patients. Schools 

were getting ready to open in the barracks in early October with a 

staff of 39 evacuee teachers and 36 non-evacuee instructors and an 

enrollment of nearly 2,000. Coxmnunity enterprises, although not 

incorporated• were well UDler way with three stores, a watch repair 

ahop, a laundry and dey-cleanillg pick-up service. and a ail order 

service already in · operation. I.nd development workers had completed 

a 6-mile canal conneotiitg the center with the Milner-Gooding irriga-

tion system and 9 blocks at the eastern edge of the oomnnmity were 

planted in rye grass to tie down the dusty soil. Plans for the 

connunity agricultural program for 1943 were fairly well worked out. 

First steps toward the organization of a community government 

were taken on September 29 when the residents ot eaoh blook mat in 

their respeoti ve dinillg halls and elected 72 delegates (two per block) 

6- 4786 p79 bu 



-76-

to a community congress. Under the plan, the delegates were scheduled 

to meet as a body early in October and choose seven members from 

their ranks as an organization commission. This commission would then 

draw up a oomprehens ive plan 0£ government vmich would be submitted 

to the entire community for referendum vote. 

Heart :Mountain 

On the benchland of northwest Wyoming, in an area planned 

for irrigation by "Buffalo Bill" Cody more than 50 years ago, tho 

Heart Momitain Relocation Center received its first contingent ot 

evacuees on Auguat 12. By the time the last group of colonists 

arrived on September 17, basic oonstruotion wcrk was completed and 

the community was already beginning to ass\mle a tentative pattern 

or organitation. 

A temporary comnunity council, oomposed of both alien and 

.American-born Japanese, held its .first meeting on September s. Five 

dayc later a judicial committee of seven judges and t'WO lternates 

was selected by the council and presented to the colonists for 

approval or rejection. Atter this slate had been cn:erwhelmingly' 

approved at an election held aev ral days later• the court was 

scheduled to hold its first session on October 12. 

A 150-bed hospital we.a completed by the .Arm:! engineers and 

turned over to the War Relocation Authority toward the middle of 

September. Operating with a sta£f or six doctors and one interne 
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plus nine registered nurses (seven ot them evacuees)• seven ·student 

nurses and 37 nurses• aides. the ho3pital handled a total of 178 

in-patients during the latter part of September. Meanwhile the out-

patients' clinic was treating an average of 65 patients a day and 

providing some medical servioe for the company of military polioe 

which guarded the exterior boundaries or the area. 

The oonmunity sohools were just getting ready to open as 

the quarter ended. On September 30, one ot the oenter's five 

elementary schools started olassea in a recreation hall with an 

enrollment of 205 pupils• The other tour e lementaey eohools and 

the junior-senior high eohool (grades 6 through 12 ) were scheduled 

to begin early in Ootober • 

A canteen. handling a wide variety of merchandise (exclusive 

of dry goods)• was opened in one of the barracks on the very day 

the first contingent of evacuees reached the center. Before the 
I 

close of the period• another canteen and a general department store 

were also in operation and plans were being laid for a barber shop• 

beauty parlor• watch repair shop. and dry cleaning and laundry 

service. The department store, which threw open its doors on 

September 28, handled $2,000 worth of business and catered to nearly 

31 000 customers on the first day of operations. 

Unlike some of the earlier relocation centers whioh were 

built with uniform-sized living quarters for e~oh family, Heart 
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Mo\mtain bad its barracks originally le.id out in compartments of 

four different sizes. Even this plan• however, was not enough to 

provide satisfactory quarters for families which varied in size 

from 't"M) to i'if'teen persons. and considerable readjustment in the 

housillg scheme was necessary during the period• 

With 865 evacuees out in the sugar beet fields and 12 away 

from the center on potato harvest 1V0rk. the population of Heart 

Mountain on September 30 stood at 9,995. 0£ this number, nearly 

4.ooo had been assigned to a variety of jobs at the center. 

As the quarter closed., an embryonic pottery plant was getting 

under way in one of the garage buildings and a land subjugation 

crew of nearly 100 evacuees was preparing to rehabilitate the Heart 

Mol.Ultain Canal which brings irrigation ·water a distance of 28 miles 

from Shoshone· Reservoir to the northeast corner of the relocation 

area. Because of the lateness of the center's opening,, however, 

no plans were made for an active agricultural program until 1943. 

Granada 

When the Granada Relocation Center in southeastern Colorado 

received its first contingent of evacuees on August 27• construction 

of the comm.unity 11as a little better than half completed. On 

S•ptember 30. v.tben the final contingent of colonists arrived from 
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Santa ~.nita, the evacuee barracks had been erected in all 30 blocks. 

Plumbing facilities. however, had been installed in onl!· 12 of the 

blocks s.nd mess halls were operating in only 19 • 

At the close of the period• 527 evacuees had lert the center 

for group agricultural work and 90 others •re commuting daily to 

and from jobs on nearby farms. Of the 61 892 evacuees in residence, 

approximately 1200 had been assigned to jobs ai the center. 

A temporary comm.unity eoml.oil• ()OinposEid originally of three 

aliens and t'Wo .American-born evacuees, was elected when the community 

was only four days old. As other contingents arrived from assembly 

centers, new members were added and the council gradually developed 

into a well-rounded group serving as liaison between the WR.A staff 

and the oonnnunity at large. Election of a pern6nent council was 

scheduled to take place early in October. 

Only a bare beginning was made on the organization of consumer 

enterprises. By the close of the period, however. there were two 

canteens and a varie~ store in operation and a shoe-repair shop 

was getting ready to open. Total sales at the three stores up to 

September 30 amounted to a little over $11,000. 

Although the hospital was not oompleted• a temporary clinic 

was established in one of the barracks to handle emergency cases. 

The medical staff included a non-Japanese doctor serving as director. 
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tour evacuee doctors. six non-Japanese registered nurses, and 10 

evacuee nurses' aides. No deaths occurred at the canter prior to 

" September 30 and there was only one birth. 

With a total staff o.f 40 teachers either on the job or await-

ing official appointment. the commtm.ity school system was just 

getting ready to open at the close o.f the period. Pending procurement 

of construction materials tor regular school buildings. one entire 

block was set aside to house the elementary school. the junior high 

school, and the senior high school. Classes were scheduled to 

start on October 12. 

Central utah 

Populated mainly by evacuees who .formerly lived in the San 

Francisco Bay area. the Central Utah Relocation Center officially 

~egan operations when the first evacuees arrived on September 11. 

Nineteen days later. at the close of the quarterly period• the 

comm\Ulity had a population of s.eo3 evacuees and was already beginning 

to take on some semblance of organization. 

Seven members bad been elected to the temporary oonnnunity 

council. A canteen was doing an average business of more than $600 

a day. An emergency hospital• established in one of the barracks 

had handled a total of 19 patients. More than 2.300 residents had 

been assigned to jobs at the cer..ter. Only 11 evacuees had gone out 
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of the community for sugar-beet work• but an additional 55 had 

signed up with the sugar companies and recruitment was still going 

forvrard. 

As the period closed, the center was still a scene of 

oonstruction, excavation, and dusto Evacuee barracks had been 

completed in all but a few blocks. But the ereotion of other 

, buildings necessary for project operation and the installation of 

utilities throughout the center was only barely under way. 

Rohwer 

Starting operations on September 17, the Rohwer Relocation 

Center in southeast Arkansas was concerned during the second quarterly 

period mainly with induction of evacuee contingents and with assignment 

of residents to essential service occupations• Of the 2,264 evacuees 

'Who arrived prior to the close of the period, 815 were classified for 

work and assigned to jobs at the center. On September 30, construction 

was 79 per cent complete on evacuee barracks, but only half of the 

comm.unity's 18 blocks were actually ready for occupancy. 

Jerome 

Although the Jerome Relocation Center, also in southeast 

Arkansas, received no evacuees during the second quarterly period, 

the administrative staff was on hand (along with the construction 

crew) during the latter part of September getting the conmtmity 

ready for an early October opening. Construction was reported about 

60 per cent complete on September 30. 
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