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MYTHS AND FACTS ABOUT THE JAP.AEESE AMERICANS 

Source information o.nd r0f arences for use of -.T.RA sto.ff mombars 

ll.Myth:. All children born in the United States of Jo.panesa parants ~ra dual 
citizens, and owe allagiance to Japan. 

' . . 

Fact: Children born in tha United Stntes or"' alien fo.thars from o.lmost :;vary 
COUii'try in the world, outside of South a~d.Contral America, are dual citize:rms, 
at laast until they b3come of age. In the great mn.jority of casos, thay 
remain dual citizens for J.ife -- unlass thev renounc3 allaginnce to on0 country 
or tha othar. The Japanase law which r~;ulted in duo.l citi.zanship for some 
children born of Japanesa par ants in the United States beforo th.a vmr was 
not at all uni qua and was._, in fact, far more li bar al than tha natio::--J.:::t.li ty 
law of Garmn.ny and many othar nations. 

Dual citizan$hip arises because countrias apply di~farsnt tasts of 
citizenship. Jus sanguinis holds that o. child acquires tha citizenship of 
his father regardless of wh:;re ha is born; jus soli holds that he acquires 
the citizenship of the country of his birth. Consequently,, every child 
born in the Uni tad States (which holds to the doctrina of jus soli as well 
as jus sanguinis in a modified form) is a dual ci ti zan ~f his father is a 
citizen of a country tho.t a·dharas to the doctrh1e of jus so..nguinis. Evary 
Amc:rican-born child of o.n alien father from any ccuntry in Europe is at 
birth 8. dual citizen, and in the majority 0f insto.nces he retains tho clu::..l 

"'stn:tus until ha ranouncas his foreign citizenship. Ev3ry American-born 
child of an ttii an Chi.nsse fG.ther is a dual citiz :m for life, unless ha re-
no~nces all.ag;iance to cJuna after his twanti eth birthday n.nd has lego..l 
capacity under clearance law. (Sea A Comp2.rati va StuQ:y of Laws Relat~~ tq_ 
Nationality at Birth and Loss of Nationality, by Durvmrcl V. Sc.ndifer, Jw;iari-
can Journal of International 1avr, Vol. 29, p. 248 et seq.; A Collection of 
Nationality Lo.ws, by Flour:aoy o.nd Hudson, 1929.) 

The nationality laws of Germany and Italy should ba of po.rticubr 
interest -- more espaciully those of Garmo.ny. Tha Nazi laadars have claimed 
the loyo.lty of o.11 persons of Germnn d3sc:mt throughout th3 norld~ c.nd ~o.ve 
constantly maintained a lago.l th:;ory upon which such :\ cJ.n.im could be bas0d. 
According to tha Garmc.n lo.H~ ovary child born of o.. Garman fatr.:.ar, regardless 
Qf the country of his birth, is o. Garman citizen; and undar o. dacrse of April 
19, 1937, every man of German parentage is subject to conscription into the 
German army, regardless of whsra h0 is born or whara h0 is living. Parsons 
who hav.s expo..triated, or who havo nuturaliz0d in a foreign country, are not 
excepted by the decree. 

It was even possibla, und3r tha Garmo.n -law effective before 1937 
for a parson who had o.cquired AmericQn citiz0nship by naturo.lizQtion. to be 
a German citizen o.s v.rell, for the lav,r provided that "c-itizenship is not 
lost by one· who before acquirinr; foreign ci tizanship has acquired o 11 o.ppli-
cation the writtan consent of compatant authorities in his home sto.te to 
retain his citizenship." (A Collection of No.tionn.l:i,ty Lo.vrs, by Flournoy 
and Hudson, P• 310.) · 

Under the Ito..lian law 1 ~very child born in the United Stn.t0s of n.n 
Italian father is an Italian citizen, o..nd he ratn.ins duo.l ci ~izensh~p for 
lif a unlas s he renounces his Italio.n citizenship after coming of D.g;e. 
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Moreovar, aven vrhen he renounces his Italian citizenship, he is ::>till • 
subject to a call for service in the Ito.lian o.rmy, 11 oxcept · r,s rJgartls 
facilitias gro.nted by spacio.l laws." (A Coll0ction of Nationality Lt..w~., 

, p. 364,) 

The rn.o.gniturl.e of tha population of Gormo.n and Italian duo.l citi-
zens in the Uni tad Stat ::rn may be judg0d by · rai' erring to the U. S.. C ~mms 
for 1940 i.rv-hich shows tha.t 314,105 German o.lians and 690,551 Ito.lin.n c..liavis 
ware then living in this cou.ntry. By contrast, oi1ly 47, 307 o.lion Japo.-
nese wera. emunaratad in the Census. The numb0r· of GGrmnn and I-C8.lio..n n.liens 
vrrmld ho.v~ been graatly r;1ultiplL;;d, of com:·se, if thay, like tha Jt. .. p ~mos.J, 
were d~miad the right to naturalize. 

B0fo~ 1924, all children born of Japanese aliens in the Unitad 
Stc.tes ware clu.im0d a.s ci tizans of Jo.pun. This J.o.w was radically ehD.ng;acl,, 
however, by o.n Imperial Ordim.1.:rwe, affective Dac.01ilb0r 1, 1921, ·which de-
croed that no child born of Japanese po.rents in the United StQtes (o.nd 
certain othDr countries) wo..s to be cl~imed as o. citizen of Japan unlass 
the child's father, or lcign.l rapras.:;;ntn.ti ve, ragj. s~tarod ·the birth D.t a 
Japanese consulat~ with).1~ fourteen duys, o.nd u:nl::;ss tho intanti<m to r0tain 
Japanese Qitizc;nship was •axpr0ssad n.t the srua.:; tim0. (F'ormar Ambassador 
Grew in Hearings ·before a Subcommittee of tha Cot·:mitta-.; on Hilitary Ar'fairs, 
Unit0d St;tas Sa·rtu:ta, 78th Congress, lst Sessio12, on s • . 444, p. 116.) 

A compa rison of nationality laws shows tho.t JD.pan wo.s almost :i.n u 
clo.ss by itsalf bafora tha war in'its policy of relinquishing tho 6i-tiEnn..-
ship of childr,:m born of its nationals in tho Uni tad Stat0s, unlas.s tLa 
childran w0ra ragistarJd to preserve tho du~l stutus~ This lib~rn.lization 
of tha Japc.nese law rasul tad largely from tho pr0s:mra of Japc.n0se A-r'k:ricn.ns 
who desired .to froe thvm_:?;:J.vas of o.ny h~·go.l obligo..~.:;ion to the · In;f .:;:r"i2..l 
GovJrrunent. 

"Tho Jupo.n8se American Associations on the Pacific Coc..st and .J n. 
Hawui i memorio.li zed th0 Jo.pm1as .J government s 8Varo.l times in 1919 ... 21 for 
chang0s in the lo.w, thus .sh'-r.ving o. genuirw intarost in the probl.~m. 11 (~ 
S0cond-Gcmaro.ti'Jn Ja.po.neso Problem, by E. K. Stronc;, p. 141.) 

Ono of these pati tio:as is quot ad in fl~ll in Th0 R .;o.l Jo.po.n0s.:: Ques-
tion, by K. K. Kavmkru.ni, p. 186-7. In pc..rt, it r~c.cls c..s follo-vvs: 

11W3 o.re ull nan of Jo.nc..n2se po.r ::mt f'.i.go, bor:n am tJ.1e soi 1 of thD UnitQd 
Sb.tes, o.nd who have bcicm 0audated in the sch'J'Jls of tha.t ·c'Juntry. \T0 

•• 

wish tQ b3 considardd citiz311s ·of the c~untry in nbich w0 o.ra i:ow living, 
' and to shrJw that m;:;n of Jo.pan ::: se n.ncostry cCT.n be ::::..s loyo.l to the country 

of their G.doption a.s men of other nncastry residing th0:i:-0in ••• The ques-
tion of dual ci tizanship and th.:; criticisms whibh ho.va ~J.Jan mn.cla against 
American-born Jo..panase hava caused us to f ac:.l tho.t some legislntion should 
be passed by the country of our o.nc~stors tlmt 1Nill frc;a us of any obligo.-
tion to it, and o.llow thoso of us, who have locc.ted v1ithin tha United st~t0s 
with tha purpose and int_-mtion of remaining a:a.d interesting oursolv ::;s in 
th.a o.ffo.ir·s of thCT. t country, to show that -vva c'ctn bo good c..nd loyal citizens 
of the country of our adoption ••• Vfo rosp9ctfully f5.Jti ti on tha.t c..t tha com- • 
ing session of the Japanese Po.rlio.ment, o. la.w be ono.ctad, v1h3raby thosa of 
Japo.nase dascent co.n select their ovm citizenship without restrictio:n of 
lo.w, u:rid 1 hn.ving once :mn.de such docision1 can rar:i.o.in ci ti zans of thc,t 
country 1rl. thout uny qua'stion of duul allaginn.ce." (Tha Raul Jo.pan.3se 

' 
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• Question, by K. K. Kc:wc.ka:mi, p. 186-7.) 

• 

Even o.ftor the Ordino.nce of 1924, beco..m.:.': a:f'f arli va, mo...:::iy Jo..pru1as.:; 
.Am3rico.ns w0re still unso.tisfied. They continu2d to petition for further 
ralo.xo.tions in the lo.w. As lo.ta as Jo.nuQry, 1941, 30,000 Jo..poriase Amarica.ns 
in Hawn.ii petitioned Secrato.ry of St:J..te Cordell Hull to s0ok a wo.y in which 
they could mora ao.sily exputric.te th0msalvas from Jo.po.n. This o.ction brought 
o. letter from LL~ut. General C. D. Herron, commanding the Hmmiio.n Depo.rt-
mant of the U. S! Army~ in which hQ so.id: "In the willingness of the you:ng 0r 
Jo.po.n::;se to sign this pati ti on o.nd in their loya.l o.nd a n.gar complin.nca with 
the draft, a.s in the o.ttitudc of tlw older gan.;:;ra.tion in o.ccapting tha new 
(Salectiva Sorvic~) order for their children, th0re is complete refuto..tion 
of the suspicions of thair loyalty." (Jc~po..n.Jse American Rav-iai.Y, Ja.n. 25, 
i941, P• 6.) 

The Irnperio.l Ordinance of 1924 permitted -children born in t110 Unit ad 
States before 1824 of a lien Jupc1.nase fo.thors to r.:;nounce thair Jo.pa.nesa 
citizenship, c:..nd in the noxt six yea.rs, c.ccording to c~ c0nsu? to.ken in 1930, 
o.pproximutaly 40 par cant of the Nisai born baf0re 1924 ho.d mo.da formal 
renuncin.tions. Of tha young3r childran, 1:'.lho Yrars Junorico.n citizens only un-
lass thay had bacm ragistarod G.t Jn.pc..ms0 consula.tas, J.bout trrn-thirds ware 
.American ci tiz~ns . only. Of ths total Nisei populo.tion, 24,263 held Amarico.n 
citiz£mship oxily,," n....'1.d 22,027 (mL:i.inly in th.0 old;;Jr group) W8re dud citizens. 
CThe Second G,an3ro.tion Jo.punase Problem, by Edvmrd K. Strong, P• 142) 

This ca:,isus w:"]..s to.k3n under t:u o.uspic.;;s of the Jo.po.n-Jse governm.;mt • 
It co.n ho.rdly ba supposad, vJi th ::my rao.sono.bla a.pplico.tion of ren.son, tho.t 
ths p~rsons B_uestionad in th0 c~msus vmuld hnva fn.lsifiad th9ir o.nsvrnrs to 
fa.vor th~ U::.1i t3d Sta.tcs. Tho so -..,1110 hold Japc .. noso ci tiz~mship vvould ho.vd 
o.dmitt.:;d it, pr-:rnumo.bly, vd.thout hasito.tion. 

Invastigo.tions by tha Vfc .. r Rel0co.tion Authority indicate thc.t tho 
parcento.ge of Jo.pc..nese dual citizens has b0an much raduced since 1&30. In 
ths ragistr8.tion conduct0d o.t the centers in Fabrno.ry, 1943, I!'L'.lny of tha 
citizen registro.nts roportad thG.t th3y hc..d ran0u..n0 e d th;:; ir Jo.po.naso citizen-
s:bip since 1930, n.nd few of tha numb~;:r born since 1924 -were ·reported ~o have 
baen ragist3red at Japanese consulc..tes. 

***~~,:~ *** 

2. ~Iyth: The r a ligion of the Jo..po.nase, no ·mo.ttor --....-h..;re thay liv.:;, binds tham 
to th0 Emperor. Th.::7 o.11 ho.va Shinto sl:.rL.:iBs in their hom0s. 

Fo.ct: The Ja.punasa in the United Statc:s h8.va two mc..jor raligions: Buddhism 
n.ncr-christicmity. Shintoism, o.rn.ong AJ:1oric~n Jt:· .. p cmas0, is o. minority sect. 

Buddhisr.i, wl:ich is tha pradomi:nunt religion of the OrL:mt, WC\.s in-
troduced into Jupo.n from Koren, about th0 Sixth c~:mtury, A. D. In Jn.pun, 
it is dividad into eight m::::.jor sects i.vhich c1.re, i:::. tur:a, subdivided into 
o.lmost innunwrc .. bla lassar groups, ac..ch with slightly diffarent ri tas and 
b01iefs. There is no evidence th'C'. t Buddhisn, in c..ny of its forms, is in 
o..ny way com1.c;cted -rii th Er.lpar0r vrorship. 

• Shintoism, on th0 othor ho.nd, is the r:o.ti ve r0ligion of Jo.po....Yl. Thora 
o...re three me.jar kinds of Shintoism. Tha most popular kind, which i·s re la.-
ti vely unorgo.mzed, ce:::1ters ~-..round old nc..tj_v,o b3liafs in gods of tha house-
hold, fialds, o.nd wo..ysida. The s 0co11C. kind, Yrhich is vwll organized and 
divided into sects, oftan includes o. baliof in f::tithh~c.ling. The third 



kind is Sto.to Shintoism, -v·.rhich fostars 6. bcli::;f in tho divinity of the 
Emp,:;ror o.nd the purity of tho Jo.po.ne3e ra.ca. This Sto.t0 Shintoism, o. 
c onpo.ro. ti v,el;rTQC ::mt dov0 loprn0nt in Jr.pc .. )1aso hi story, is tho cr~rnd v.rhich 
ho.s. gi von ri s..:; to th0 o.ccusati on thc.t o.11 tho tJci.pc.n0 so n.ro Er11p0ror wor-
shippars. 

Th.J vtlda diffor0ncJ b.:;tw0an th0 'Jld:;r Shinto b-:;li cfs (Socto.rio.n 
· Shinto) m~d Sta.ta Shintoism is vapho.sixed in G. B, So.nsom' s o.uthori tc..ti vo 
book, ~~:mti tlJd Jc..po.n • A Short Cul turc.l Hi story,, publislwd by th,; c,:mtury 
Compo....J.y in 1931. "It is importo.nt," Scmsom says (p, 53 ), "to distinguish 
from tho tro.di tiono.l body of populo.r beli8f o.nd obsarvn.nco the insti tu-
tionn) roligion '.'.rhich vrc..s fost Jrad. by tho ruling clo.ssos. Th3 formor is 
o. simple ri tuo.lism bo.s.;;d cm o.n o.11imistic cre:6d o.nc'i. tinctur3d with rrlL:.gic, 
tha lo.ttor an orgo...."lizGd c..nd elo.borc.to cult closJly bound up Ytl th th0. po-
litico.l systom." 

Thera o.ra no sa.tisfo.ctory figures on tho mli."TI.bdr of Jc..pc.nase Budd-
hists o.nd Shintoists in tho Unit,:;cl Stc.tas, owing pQrtly · to tho fa.ct that 
the raligi0n ot tho commcm poopl0 of Jo.pun is often o. combination of 
Budd..h.ism a.rid -Sectarian (i10t St:--.t~) Shint0ism. Tho cornmon mo.n baliavas . 
in Budc:hisr.1 -for tlrn so.ke of his s':lul, o.nc'. in tha Shi21to gods to protect 
c..nd g 1Jide him in his do.ily c.ffo.irs. 

Tha cho.rga thc..t o.11 Jc.pc..rus:; in tho Un~tod S:tc.tJn, ')r oven tho._t 
n.ny consi daro.bl0 munb cr of than, hc..v::; Shil:t') shrines in tlDir homas is o. 

. pura fo.bricc.ti0::c. vrhich hco.s no substo.!~ca o.t o.ll except in tho minds ')f the 
pJrsons i:.rho concocted it. 

3. Myth: Jc.pc.nosa lc.nguo.g.3 schools wara mc.into.in0d ir.. r-~8.:ny cGIJmuri.itias on 
ths 1.ffost CO~'.. St bafora tl18 Ymr .to inculco.ta .fu·.10rico.n-b0r!1 Jo.p.'.°1.l::J.3S3 With 
the nu.tionul icl20.ls of tho Jo.pc.nas& Imp3ri~.l Govern.""1.:mt. 

Fa.ct: This chc..rg2 is n~t supportad by tha studios conducted by various 
.Americo.n 8duco.t01.1 s bafore the wo.r· t0 d3tarn:in3 th0 purpos:::: o.nd affect of 
th:; Jc..pa.nese-lc.nguo.g2 schools. Dr. 1. 1\. Strong of Sto.r.i.ford. Uni varsity, 
vrho sup2rvised th::; most int3n$hro study o70r mc.da 0f S3Co~d-ganara.tion 
Jo.pc.n0se .1'ui1.srico.ns, ur..d3r' a $40,00Q grcu:t f ::.- on tha Cn.rnaEia C0pporc..tion 

• in 192 9, o.rri vad o. t tl:a concl u::;i on tho. t th.::: s 3 s e~:o ')ls '.TJr0 mcJd:.1.g :J. 

vo.luc..bl ·3 contribution to Arrwricc.n cm:rrn.u11i ty lif .J. The foll0vnng axtr.n.c~s .. 
a.re fror11 his ··book. "'Iha Socond-Gon0rc..ti0:J. Jn.pc..n0s0 Problem.," publish3d 
by tho Sto.nf0rd Uni varsity Pross in 1934. 

"Many non-:Cnglis21-spaaking pJopl3 1;rho ., havo coma t~ fa .. Jn 3rico. hhve 
osta.blish.~ d pri v:=-.te schools ·;rh;:; r:; th2ir chilclr ;:;n mc.y 108.rn tlia paronts t 
n:.;.ti va lc.nguo.g a c.:nd sona of tho hi story, trc. di ti -ms, o.:nd custo:r.is of 
tlBir nc..tive land, ··.The J::.:.p :-m.:;s.o hc~v.::; baon no ·axcapti •'Jl1 to t his pro.ctica. 11 

( P• 201.) 

11 So:::-,1a knowladga of Jo.p:.;.r..ase n.ppaars cl-:rnirc..blo for o.11 tha socond 
g .~maro.tion ••• Such fa.cili ty is naod.:Jd in ordar to insure prop ,_; r uorc:.le 
vnth;tn tho fcunily and th3 J o.p c.neso group. It is this ralo.tionship -r:hich 

· is s.:::a:rn.ingly so lo.rgaly rJt~po:n.sibl0 for ths loi:r ro.t8 of juv.:mil:.; dolin-
quency.11 (p. 205. HOTZ: Tho Jc..p :.;.n,:;s J -An0ricc~ns hr: .. d tr ... a lovrast juveniL3 
dalinqu2)ncy ro.ta 0f o.ny rc.cic.l or rn:tionali ty gr0up cm .. t l1a 'J3st C00.st 
before the vmr. Ibid, p. 1 75 :.;t seq.) 

. l I 
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11The wo~~· of the Japa.rtese-langua.ge schools should be continued. 11 

(p. 20s) 
••••••• 

Quotations from oth0r authors: 

11 ••• These schools are not intended to perpetuate the •• .moral eoncepts 
of Japan. They are supplementary schools, ar.i.d at worst there i~ much less 
in them to be adversely criticized than in the paroeial s·chools attended by 
so many childrsn of South and East European immigrants • 11 

(The Jap~nese Problem in the United States, by Prof. H. A: Millis, 
PP• 265-66.~ 

•••••• 
11 The ~trongest objection which :b...o..s been raised in this country 

towards the language schools of the Japanese has been that they foster 
anti-Junerican ideas. This accusation is without basis. 11 Sociology and 
Social R~search, Jan.-Feb.~ 1933, ~~ 259.) 

....... 
:~si:rn_i lar schools have b.;:; en eo:.1ducted by the Chinese; and also by 

the Gerr;i.ans and many other nationaJ.i t~.es in the form of paroehial school~• 
The Japa_Ylese schools are m.eroly supplBmar,tary to the public schools and 
not a substitute for them as are tha parochial schools." (Orientals in 
June'.!:'ican Lifa, by Albert w. Palmer, 1934, P• 51.) 

• •••••• 

A better proof of the falsity of the charge is the fact that the 
Army and navy have recruited hundreds oi gradu~tes of the Japanese-language 
schools to act c .. s int :;rpreters aild teEtchsr s of the language. The reloca-
tion csnt2rs ha\Te been ~.ombed for them, ar'.Ld the supply has never equalled 
the clerr.nne.. 

1.=any of the recruits are novr serving in the Paci£'ic Theatre of war, 
and wh2rev0r they have 'been assigned, tlwy hav0 established an Qutst~nding 
record of loyalty and devotion to duty. 

*****~:'** 

4. I:Iyth: It was a c01mnon practise' mnor.tg fD..l-nilies of Japanese origin to send 
tLeir child.ran ·to school in Jo.pan, v/:10r e they were tru.ined for espionage 
and sabotage. 

::!'act: Prof. E. K. Strong of Stanford University, who supenrised the most 
thoroughg,oing scientific study evar made of the Japanese .Am'eri'cans before 
the vmr , v.rr ot e in 19 34. 

"The U:nited States-horn have received their education primarily 
in this country •••• The fact that only 13 per cJnt of the second genero.-
tion have received part or all of thair schooling in Japan, coupled with 
-Che fact that this preferenca for Japanese culture is gradually dying 
out, tends to disprove the contention that 'large numbers of Japanese 
chi.ldran •••• ratur:n /frorn Jn.pan7 at n. le.ter date loyal n.nd ideal Japanese 
ci tize?s '." (The Secm1cl-~enerati on 1Japonase Problem, p. 188). 

A Tlf?._A' study of all .Am2rican-born ci tizans of Japanese descent, who 
'Nere avacuat0d to relocc.ti on centers, show:Jd tho..t 72. 7 per cont of them 
had never be~n to Japan. Another 14.4 par cont, though they had visited 
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the Orient, had rac0ivad no schoo..li"t'l.g thera. Only 12.2· par c~mt had • 
o.ttcmdcd rchool in Japan for thre.:; years, or y,10ra. (Note agraement with 
Fr of. Strongs' p0rc0ntag0 .) ...... ~ .• 

Thasc figures claarly shov.r that the practice of sending children 
to Jc.pan f'or schooling had ulinest ceasad befor8 tLe outbr~mk qf the vmr • 

..... ~ .. 
... 

Of tlrn tot.al · numbar of ralocatio!l cant3r rasict:mts who had studied 
in Jo.pc.·n for ~hraa .y3r...rs or more, 26.8 par cant vwra 40 yao.rs of c.ge, or 
old :;r. 'i1 hei:r Jc.pn.Ees.9 schooling h~d been receivad before the mili t2.ry . ' ' cUqua gD.inad pow.Jr by o.sso.ssino.:ting and otharwise ov0rpow0ring tha 
lib0r.c..l leo.q2!rs ·w:10 provailad i.n .. tha J:ipanese govornment prior to 1G30 

Th0 study furth:;:;r ravaals -:;hat·mcmy yo1.mg man returned to Pnaricc.. 
to a.void sorvicc. ir: the Japn.nase li.rmj", n.nd that mn.ny a.rs novr serving with 
the Army of the Unitecl St.:;.tes in dl thac-.tars fro:tn Burma. o.nd tha Philip-
pines to Italy o.nd th0 \fostarn Front. 

To support tha chc.rgo that J~m.arico.n-born ,Jf: .. pc .. nase hlwe o.icled the 
nnmn.y, the rv:rnor hs.s baan circulutad thc.t Japc.nase c..irnen, forced down 
in Ho.:rvo.ii d-.J.ring thG c.tto.ck on P.J::~rl Ifarl:1or, <:.rer:J found woe.ring Ho.wniio.n 
high school rings c.nd co.rryin1~ Honolulu stra.=)t C[.~r tokens. This rumor 
wc.s chack2cl by Ro1Jart J. Cr:.say, of th2 Chico.go Dctily lfoi:rs , who arrived 
in Honolulu ono w~ok c~fter thJ o.tto.ck. Es intorvi ;:;wed' tirn Na:vy surgoon 
in c1.ic,rgo of c..11 enff£il)'. -:·..roundad, who ht..d exmilned somo eight corpses to.ken 
from -Ch3 plo.ne vvr0ck:aga . According to Ca.soy' c report~ tha surgeon so.id, • 
"I 1 va h . .:mrd thut story. But I .n-Bvsr· ·sav; o.ny rint;s. I navar so.w o.ny 
stre3t 0ar tol~~.rn.s. Nona of the pilots ho.d much of anything in his pockets . 
Nono. vror3 r..ny ,jevv.Jlr:r. Only ona he.cl o. vmtch. 11 

***::<*** 
5. ~Iyth : T~13_ Jo.p[ .. nGse in California dolibaro.tely conc;:mtrc.toC. in stro.tegic 

o.r,;:;o.s to ba Y!..32.r inportc..r:.t r:•i lito.ry insto.llc~tions. 

F\:ct : Tlw vr-'..st mc..jori ty of tho Jo.pc.nase -rrho li vod neo.r important mili-
t~ry instc..lJ.c:cions ·when tha i;rci.r bagan, ho.d b,30n s0ttl3d in the same 
lQeo.li tics lont; before -Chay b0cDJTlo ~:1i li tary si t-Js. 

11 
••• 'l'h,"3 mo.in [_;eogrnphic pa.ttorn of Japcmase popula.ti on w::ts fix.od 

m'.;.:ny y0r .. rs c.go w5.th r.sfor:;11c0 to economic, social o.nd soil conditions. 
Limit s: d oc..::up:..ltiono.l outl.Jts o.nd socio.l pressur.3s ancouro.t;ed their con-
cJntrc..tion neir th3ir i~itinl pointa of aJrtry on tha Pacific Coo.st. Thn.t 
t:!icso points may "!J.OYv be n;:;c.r c3rtain stro.tagic military and ;i.,ndustrio.1 
c.r00.s is no proof of o... clio.bolical purpose on tha po.rt' of' Jo.pa:n8se Amari-
cans .11 (U. s. Supreme Court Justice; Nurphy, in Koramo.tsu vs. the United 
,..., + ,, ·t - s ..,.. 19 ) ::..:.::::_...::__, .i! . • 

The~/ c0ncontro.t0d n.round tht3 pariphe:ries of large cities to ba 
:n-'.:!c.r 1:1ark0ts for thDir truck crops, along mo.in highw6.ys"rrh~re they could 
opc:ro.ta Ycr:e:tubla stc.nds, mid in· th,) vici11...i ty of voi;etuble-po.cking plunts. 
(800 Prejudice, by Cc.roy UcVlillfo.ms ., p. 8 11.) 

Tho stc.tamant ho.s of't0n bBen. mc.d~ to support th0 charge.that they • 
s0ttlad purposefull~r in strategic araua, tho.t o.pproxino. toly 72 p0r cant of 
tho C2.liforniu J:.. .. po.naso lived in sevan counties: LQs Angelos, So.cro.manto, 
Sn.11 Francisco ., Alu::nedo. , Frosno, San Joaquin, o.nd Santo. Clc..rn.. Those who 
hc..ve usad tr_J sto.teJ}Hmt ho.ve usuo.lly fo.il'dd, h1:r.:ravar, to add thut nore 
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tho.n two-thirds of the entire populc.tion of California lived in those 
smn~ c;ounties. 

In 1940, thase seven countie.s ii!ere inho.bi tad by more tha.n 75 per 
cant of the foraign-born Garrnn.ns in tha Stutte, o.nd 79 pJr oe~t of the 
German U:~ie!J.S, I~ the l:lrulle counties l~ veq 68 PE?P gant o:{' the f oraig·n- · 
born Italians~ o.nq. 67 par. cent of the :J:.t~li o.n ali ans t 

Tvm communit~es ara frequently sitoq to ~~pport the o.llego.tion tho.t 
the Jo.pc .. n3se choqe impor.t::m~ milita.ry sites for colonization: (1) Te>rmino.l 
Is lond 1 ·and ( 2) the San Fro.nci sco-Oo.kla.nd bay region. 

The sottlament of Jc.pa.ne'se fishermen on Terminal Island boc;ari in 
1901 and increased until 1907 when it 17as rather abruptly haltad by the 
nGantle:m.en's Agreamant. 0 Theren.ftar, tha colony gravr mainly o..s o. result 
of the imrnigre.tion of th_e parerits, wives,· and minor childTen of the 
fi'sha?man already there>. By 191'7, it had· arrived close to its maximum 
development. Roosevelt No.val Basa o.nd Re:ivas Field, which have given 
~iiito.ry significn.nce to the island, were not established until long 
o.fterwn.rd. 

The total population of' foreign-born Jn.punesa in the San Fro.ncfsco-
Ouklnnd metropoli ta:a di strict in 1940 wo..s 4~ 676. In the srune n.ren. Ii ved 
24,387 foreign-horn Garn.ans· and 42,861 for~ign-born Ito.lio.ns. 

******* 
6. Myth:: "~!here is no way to distinguish loyal Jo.po...11ese Jun.erico.ns from the 

disloyal. Ev~m those ·who profess loyo.lty mn.y be secretly disloyal. 

Fo.ct: There is no way to distinguish tha loyalty of any parson, ragard-
less of ancastry, exce~t by his words o.nd daeds. Unquestiona.bly, loyal 
words sometines :::-n.o.sk disloyo.l heo.rts. Gerhard Willien Kunze, the 
notorious German Bund l~c..der who was sentenced to fifteen years in prison 
for obtaining militury information for Gcrmo.ny o.nd Japan, stoutly pro-
claimed his loyalty to the United Sto.teg. "We're ona hundred p3r cent.~~ :'.:: 
Emerico.n," he declared, ref arring to the Bund. "The only purpose of 
the Btmd is to make better .Ara.:.~rico.ns of those of G8rmo.n blood." (Under 
Cover, by John Roy Carlson, P• 46.) Willio.m Dudhy Polley, equally . .. . , .. 
notorious lead3r of the Silver Shirts vrho wo.s also sente:iced to fifteen · · 
ya~rs in prison, consistently mairrto.inad ths,t ha wo.s h3art and soul for 
Amari ca. 

John s. Far:q.si;1orth, who racaived a four year sentenca for giving 
aid to Jo.pan,, wn.s a f orr;1er Lieutanant Conu'1-to.ridar in the United Stc.tas 
Navy. (Batrc.yo.l fro17:. the Ecat., by Alan Hynd, PP• 62, 91.) Hurry Thomas 
Thompson,, serrconcsd · ~o fifteon yeo.rs, was a former yeoman-in.the United 
Sto:tes Navy. (Ibid, PP• 51, 86.) Ralph Tovmsend, also convictad, was a 
former .American consular offi-cial. (Under Cover, PP• 413, 414•) Joseph 
Hilton Smyth, sent~mced to seven y.:mrs, vms a s6ion of an old Puritnn 
fo.mily of Plymouth~ He.ss. (B.Jtrayal from the Eo.st, pp. 246,255.) Mrs. 
Valvo.lee Dickinson, sentenced to t~m y~urs, ho.d baen born, rC'..ised, o.nd 
educo.ted in California. (N. Y. Times, July 29, Aug. 15, 1944.) These 
persons were all convicted of g,i. ving a.id to Jo.pan. · OtMrs ·convicted of 
the sanie · offense were Walk.Jr Grey Mn.the son, David Rydar, Fredarick Vinc~:mt 
Williams, o.nd Arthur Clifford Raad. All ho.d posed as good .Am0ricans 
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Than~ is no compo.rabl J cc.1.sa 
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None of these no.mas has a Japo.nese origin. 
involving any pJrson of Jn.panese dosc .:;nt. 

There have been notably faw convictions of Japanese Americans for 
vio~D.tions of any of the provisions of the wartime no:tiono.l security laws. 
In July, 1942, six nonths before the avo.cuees ware questioned regarding 
their loyalties, Tsuto:mu Obo.na wus sentenced to serve from two to six months 
for failing to conply with the Forsig11 Agents Registration Act; und in 
August,, 1944,, three Jo.pn.nese .Amarican girls (th3 Shitara sisters) ware 
convicted of aiding two Germo.n war prisoners to asco.po in Colorado. 1'h0 
light sentence given to Obana is evidence that the court did not consider 
him a serious offender. In the latter co.sa,, Federal Judge J. Fostar Symes 
declared that,, after listening 'to all tho evidanc3,, ha "did not beliavc 
that the defendants had cmy intent to harm the Uriited Stntes or help the 
German gov0rnmant." (Denver Post,, Aug. 11,, 1944.) The only othar con-
victions have been in cases involving tha National Selacti ve Serv-icD luvr,, 
or tasting the constitutionulity of the evacuo.tioh and r.ri.lito.ry curf.sw 
ordars. 

On the othar hand, thousands of Jc.pa.nese American boys have proved 
th0ir loyalty to the Uni tad St::-.t-3s by serving 8.gainst tha ene-.m;yr in avsry 
than.tar of war, and no unit in the Army of th3 Uni tad Sto.tes ho.s won 
high~r pro.iso than the lOOth Info.ntry Bc.tto.lion,, cor.1posed o.lnost ent:i.r Jly 
of Junaricans of Ja.po.nese descant. The 442nd Conbat Regiraant of Jupc..ncse 
.A.mericm1s,, which joined the 100 Bo.ttn.lion on the bo.ttla front in June, 
1944,, has also set a rer.u:trkn.ble record for excolLmt p ,;rf orm::rnc3 and • 
ga.llo.ntry in action. In Mnr-ch;- l945;tthe~Wo.rti.po.itl;roont~~epo.rt~<l that~ 
A. -t.tnl..A.of: ,l 7,;6POovnpuno~C1rAr:10rico.ns had b.; .:m inductocl into tho .:·'l..rny. 
In tho Uni t3d Sto.tos, oth0r thousc~nds of JetpQ110s0 Jl.T:loricans h2:vo pr0v0r1 
thoir loyalty by buying War Bonds, giving blood to the R0d Cross, sal v8.g-
ing scro.p iron o.nd po.p .:; r, o.nd halping to so.v~ v-i tal v::->.rti1'1a crops. 

******** 
7 • Myth: A lo.rgo parcanto.ga of' tha pa0pla in the ralocati1:m canters havo 

refused to swao_r allegiance to the Unit0d St:.:ttas. 

Faot: In February a.nd March, 1943,, the Vfur Ralcco.tion .Authority C\.nd the 
Army conductad a joint registration ut th,3 raloco.tion cantars, which in-
vo.lvad asking every resident, eighteen yea.rs. of age or older, to m1sw..-;r ei 

sarios of questions. Quastion No. 28 wc-~s phno.sed for the citi .zens a.s 
follows: "Will you sw00.r unquo.lified allegiance t0 the Uni tad Sttttas of 
America and foreswear a.ny forn of allegiance or ob3dienc ,3 to the Japanese 
Emperor or o.ny other foreign govormnan~, po1:rnr, cir organization?" 

It wo. s recogniz0C. tho.t the question'· could not .bs Vf•)rded in the SQ.lii8 

mo.nnar for tha aliens, wh"J o.r2 compella d to re:rru:: .. in c~liens b~.~ 0Ur no.tural-
izution larvs, without a.skin,; tham to beco1~e 1:1en without n C')Untry. Thera-
fore, for -chem it WQS worded as follows: nwill you svraa.r to abide by tha 
luvvs of the Uni tad States o.nd to fo.ke no o..ction which wotj.ld in any 11vn~r 
intarf are with the war effort of th0 Unit ad States ~u 

Of the 74 1 466 parsons vvho repli0d to tha question in one form or 
the othc;r , . 87 per cant 6.nswered it with an unqualified "yes. n 

Tha experiances of evo.cuati0n, loss of property, and sev0ral months 
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in relocation centers had embitterad many of the people and ma.de them 
highly suspicious of the motives of the Government. Ha:ny of them sus• 
pected that the registration was some sort of a triek to put them to 
further distress. Thi3 seritiment was especially evid,ent in the qualified 
answers to Question Na. 26 -- answers s.uch as uye"s• if my civil rights 
are restored~~ nNo. not tUltil the Government racogniz$s my rights under 
the Constitution." 

As the purpGSe ~f the procedtlre becrune better understood• many 
people who had answe,-ed "no" to Question No. 28, or wbi~ ho.d. qualified 
their answers; expr~ssad a desire to cho.ng3 them •. . These charig.es ware 
parmi tted, and on ,April 25, 1944 (when the last tabulation was made), 
more than 90 par .-cent of all rogistrn.nts had nn:svrnred "yes" to Q.uestit>ft 
No. 28 1 vtlthout qualification. 

******* 
a. Myth; La,,1s than 2 per cent of the ·Japanese .Amari.can population of the 

uni te·d .s.tates mainland and Havmii ms been inducted into military ser-
vice, ~ile more than 10 per cent of the total population has been in-
duota.1, 

Fact• This myth. given ourrency by tho Hood Rivar (Oregon) Post of The 
1Uii'81i~an Legion~ is discredit~d by the following figures: 

Population 
U • S. ¥ain~an~ 8:lld Haw.o.ii 

· ,. Census of 1940 

Inducted into Army 
u. s.. Mo.inland and Hawn.ii 

War Departmant records 
March 13,, 1945 

Parcentage 

Japanase .Amaricans ••• 2841852 •••••••••••••• 17,612 •••••••••. ~·•••••••••6•2 

All ancestries ••• 132;092,605 ••••••••••• 9,500,000 (Approx.) ••• ,., •••• 7.2 

Actually the differance ·i! only one per c0nt, in spite of th3 fact 
that tho Nisei were almost wholly Qxcludad from induction under Selective 
Service procedur3s for a. period of mora tho.n tvm yoo.r~ following Paarl 
Harbor• 

******* 
9. Myth: Nisei soldiers are not used in the Pacifie theo.tar. b~co.u~e the 

Army doe.s not trust tham to fight ugu.inst th3 Jo.pc~ri0se. 

Faet I Ja.po.nese Amarioo.ns are' S8rving \Yi th tho Uni t~d stat a~ .. Army . in 
evBry battle o.reu of~the Pacific and in Burma. Ths news itprns. listad 
below,, huva· baen s0lactad from many nevrspaper~uco~~I! of Nisei .ser-
vice in the Pacific, to indico..t3 hovf vridely they o.r0 scuttar3d. 

IWO JITulA 
"WITH THE MARINES OF nm. Fab. 28 ... Two groups of :M'i.sei landed vd th 

the :Marines on IWo-oislo.nd --- ona oo.ch vdth th0 4th o.nd 5th Division." 
(Chico.go Sun, March 3 1 1945.) 

LE"YTE,. KWAJl1EIN. END'JETOK 
ttu:NfTED STATES lillMY PACIFIC HE.ADQUi~-rtTERS, Fob. 16 (li.P). Frank T. 

Ho.ehiyn., on8 of the 16 Japan~ss \"tho.so num.GS hn.v.3 bf)e.n strickan from the 
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county mer.ior.ic..l" roll hY. the Hood Ri var (Oro~ .) Anurico.n Legion· Post, 
d.L~d whil3 parf",orming a do..ngorous voluntoer mission, the J,,Tmy raportod 
y3startia'y • . . . . 

"Ha.chiyo.., utta.ch0d to tha 7th Di vision, was wounded fo.to.lly on 
Layta. D3c. 30. He died Jo.nuc.ry 3 o.fter nfost of the men in this ragi~n~:.tnt 
voluntoerod to giv~ him blood transfusions ••• 

uHa hn.d served through th~; I\vmjo.loin C...Yld .Eniwj tok i:ivn.sions. u 
* ~ (Wci.shing;ton Star, Fab. 16, 1945.) 

NEVI GUINEA, · ADMIFJ'-iL'.i.1Y ISLANDS, LEYTE, M.'l.11ILA. 
~ 1!i.1.1\.N.ILA .... Ernie is :1 Jc1po.:lose, o. Hi sci born i:l Los Lng01Ds ... One 

of the first 26 Nisei to be sent to this t}180.br, Er1?.i3 has been ovar-
son.s for 26 months ••• Iie i10,s been through tl:ro Hovr Guin.j0. 1 Adinh"'ul ty Islo.nds 
o.nd Layta crunpo.igns.u (Los lJig.$les Tir:ws, ilc.rch 5 1 1945.) 

SAIPAN 
'· 

"\J\.rITH THE UNITED ST.!:.XES 3rd FLEET IN 'l'IIB P:\C!Frc · •••• I'~n r0J~.ind3d 
of ono ZJo.p::mBse /\Jnerica.,!fllD.L"1led Kubo, o. sorgaant in the .i'-r1~y .. o~: the Uni t ,:; d 
Stn.tas who s~rvad on So..ipc.11. • .Th3ro co.....-n.0 a. ti!na in t.hoso cr1~0l., h.:;o.rt-br3c..k-
ing n....'Yld incr0dibl0 do.ys, 1vhila t.h:) .L\m-$ricss vror0 trying to r9u:ri .. d ·up JZ'..p 
civilians, ·when Kubo proved his :u::sricanism." (Milwc .. uk00 Jo\lrnal~, Jc..r... 28 1 
1945.) . 

BUIU!A 
.. . nTen thousand iunarican-born- childr011 of· Ju.po.n0sa inr,ugrants fi t:ht 

now in tha Unit0d Sto.tos Army und som3 in this Th00.t2r, Th~ir prasencc 
:J.u CBI wo.s for o. long time 6. military sacrot. For th3ir ovm protaction 
thay wera not publicized ••• th_; rc o.lways wc.s o.nd .. still u.lrmys 1vill be 

· ·the ·possi'1:frJ:i·ty ·of ca.ptur'e "by 'tlfo · ori.Jni.y 1 vthi~:h 'for tho Ni sai would rrwn.n 
no picnic. 

• • • • • • • • ·
1\Tu:1clar the vail' of pr ot·acti"v~3 ·secrdcy, 'ho1·rov0r, stubborn, sturdy 

fighting Niseis graw to tha stutur0 of hor00s." 

BOUGAINVILLE, SOLOMON ISLLl\J""DS 

{c.B.I. H.oundup, u W·oakly newspn.p ;)r of 
tlw Unit0d statBs L..rmy F'orc0s, publish-
ed by c..nd · for th,:; man in China, Burm.c. 
and Indio., Sapt. 14, 1944.) 

nTho Soldj.erfs lvl0do.l is o.wa.rded to Mc~stor Sgt. Susumu Toyo.du for 
her.oism n.nd bra.vary neo.r Torokino., Bouguinvi.lle, British Solomon Isl~nds, 
on Juno 29 1 i944. u (Extra.ct from ~:ro.r Depn.rtm~mt ci to.ti on.) 

SOUTH PACIFIC 
''These Jo.po.nes~ o.re .tunaricans - lunerico.n-born Nisei o.nd soldi srs 

·:-- in tho u.s. Army, who . ho.ve b0:.m s~rving viith Marine datn.chments in th0 
Pn.cific islunds ••• 

n 1Thay have tho raspact of the Marinos becuuso thoy n.re good 
J.unerionnasoldiers c..nd we r0ali zed tho risks th0y o.ro exposed to, in avant···· 
thay a.re cn.ptur0d by tha ·· anemy;' sn.id L~ •. Newell • . ••" 

• 

(Chico.go Dc.ily Novrn, April 19, 1944; inter- • 
vi aw '.;rith .Mo.rin0 Lieutenant Robert J. 11-:rlirnll. 7 

ATTU, L.LEUTIJ...N IS Lt"NDS 
• "Jo.po.n8se soldiars of J\.merico.n birth, in uddi ti on to _fighting No.zis 

*Ed. Note: Ho.chi ya' s no.ma was not anwn[; t1;;se-s-tr:i.cEan from tne roil, 
although ha is a native of Hood Ri var anc3. atta11d2d High School thara. 
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in Italy 1 huve fought c..go.inst l\Tippone_se sol di ar s in tha Pacific thautar 
of wrxi;, ·it 1:yas Q.isclosed Ti-ednesdny. • · 

"Sargt. Kunihiro lJa.ko.o, a Japc..nese l\.maric.::tn formarly of So.crQ.- · 
mento, Ca.lif ••• a.rri ved o.t the- wa.r relocation oentor o.t Heart Mountain 
as a. vet0ro.n of lw.nd-to-hund combat a.t Attu~ 11 (Denver Poat, .. Oct •. 13, 1~43.) 

NEW GUI NE.h 
"T/3 Ken Omura., Scuttl0-born Jo.pn.nasa, was dnm~ad in Naw Guinoo., 

Murch 19, while on ucilva duty in th0 .Army." • 
(Seattle Post-Intallig.::mcer, 1:..pr'i l ·· 15, 

c~ ~~1944.) · 

****** 
10. Myth: After the vmr began, not n. single Jc,po.nese .i\1narica.n ga.va infor-

iii'Utron a.go.inst any roam.bar of his ro.ca to the United St[~tas Intelligc:ico 
ug;encies. 

Fadts,-: This change ho.s been refuted ·me.my -c11nes by c~uthori ties in full 
posssssion of the facts. The Fourth L:tarim H.aport of tho Tola.n Commi tt,.)e 
(p. 152 st seq.) contains various rafJrancas to tha o.ssista.nca given by 
Jo.panese l.J'.1..aricans to the FBI, Navo.I Intoll=L0a11ca, a.nd M:Uitary Int0lli-
ganca. Tho truth a.bout tha cho.rge is. well present0d in a. sto.t0me:c1t by ~)r. 
Ga.len Fi sh .:, r in tho Chri stio.11 C Jr-.tury of Aggt:st 18, 194~, P. '937. 

"It hus b-:::on loos.:;ly chc;.rgad tho.t th.J J\Tisoi have not aided tho 
c.uthoriti;;s in discov.Jring dc.ng.Jrous Ja.pnnJs-7 r0sidants. The fo.lsit~r 
of thGse a.llagations huva b,;on Froved by int0llig0n.c -:; offic ::rs both in 
Hmvaii o.nd on tho me.inland,, as~·.roll o.s by inform.Jcl civilicms. It is 
truo thrl::t-,~the grout majority of the 1Iis;;i dic.1 not r;iv;:;, such D.icl, G.nd 
th~ same could presumc.bly ba s:::.id of Gc:rmo.n-L.moricans. '.Fh0 cl:iaf r.:;u.-
son is tha.t most of tham hc..d no infor:mn.tion to gi v0, o.ny mora thc:.i;. most 
white citizens •••• Let sm-:--.La of tha intollig :.:: ~.1ca offic-:::rs sp.::mk for thor!,-
sal vas. On August 10, 1942, ons vrroto me: 

"'I personally know at least fifte3n intolJ.igonce offic :. rs who 
ho.v0 rac3i vod continue.I c~id from th.s g;roup of loy-:-· 1 c,nd patriotic Nisai 

. o.ttn.chad to en.ch, o.nd hc.ve in consaqu2nca bean of gr.::a.t servica to tho 
Uni tad Sts.tes in o1'to.ining in.formation i .. aga.r'dir:g disl"o;:rc, l c.nd ~uspicious 
Jo.pa.ne se. The:re are innumero.ble co.sas thet.t ·r could give you. t 11 

. .:. (' .: ' -. 1 
• .. ....... t ••••••• 

"Many of tha Nisoj_ voluntarily contributed vuluabla anti-subv0r-
si ve information to this (intalligance ~gancy) o.nd other gov~rrunantal 
agencies. Tha Japanese consular stuff, tho Cantral Jl'..:.pCLlDse Assoc~o..
tion,, and othars knovm to be sympo.thatic to the Japccnase uid not thein-
s&lves trust the Uisoi. 11 

(An anonymous intelligDnce offi cc:.r in Ho..rpar ts lic.guzina, 
Oct. 1942.) 

• •••••• 
11

Cormnon gossip out hera -v%s thc.t not one Japrmasa had informad o.n 
anothar. On the high.3st authority I was assured tho.t the contrary w8.s 
true, o.nd that mo..ny patriotic J[.;.pu:assa ho. va turned in suspects of thair 

' 



- 12 -

own race and sven of their mvn fumilias. n 
(Joseph Driscoll in the N.Y. Hern.ld-Tribuna, J<ln. 31, 1943.) 

******* ... 

11. Myth: During the attack on P(;o.rl F...o.rbor, tha Ho..wc.iiun Jo.panasa blocked the 
ro;crs, signo.l0d the o.tto.ckars, o.nd ango..ged in numerous othar activiti0s to 
assist the en.Jmy n.nd ho.mpor the defandars. 

Fact t "There vrnra no acts ·of' so.botag;) in the city and county of ·Honolulu 
~mber 7, nor have th.Jre b9.an c.ny reported to the police dapo.rtmont since 
thc,t date. Polie.:i depo.rtment ho.d cho.rgs of tro..ffic on P~mrl J;Io.rbor roc.d 
from Peo.rl Ihrbor :to Honolulu shortly o..f'tJr bombing stc.rted \Yi th savaro.l 
officers on duty thar .s. There wo.s no deli bare.ta blocldng of traffic during 
Docembar 7 or f olloi:.ring tho.t dc~t-3 by unc.uthorizad. psrsons." 

(Co.blagro.m from Honolulu Chiof of Polica Go.brialson to Tolo.n 
Committee;, Hn.rch 14, 1942.) 

••••••• 
11Thara ho.ve baen no knovm o.cts of so.boto.ge, 0spionn.go or fifth 

column o.cti vi ty connni tted by th;;; Japo.nes,:i in Hcrw·c.ii ai thar on or subso-
quant to De.cmnbar 7, 1941. 11 

(Col. ICmdo.11 J • FLddar, Chiaf of I.Ti li to..ry Intellig::mce, Hn.wo.iin.n 
. Department~ the Christic..n C.:mtury, Lut;• 18, 1943, P• 937) 

. . . . .. . . . 
"Mr. John Edg_~n.r Hoov~r, Dir ,..;ct or of tho Fadaro.l Bureo.u of Invvstigo.-

tiorr, ho.s informad m.:; tho.t thore vms no sc..boto.g ::; comrni ttod thare (in Ho.wn.ii) 
prior to D0camba r 7, o:n. D0camb0r 7, or subs2quant to that tir.10." 

(Assi sto.nt . .L·,_ttorrwy-G~n~ro.l Rowe, .:l.pr;i_ 1 20, 1942; Tolo..n Cormni tt.:o, 
Fourth Intarim RJport, p. 49) 

••••••• 

The Yfar Dopn.rtment ho.s r .;icei ved no inforr:ntion of so.boto.De co:mro.i ttad 
by Jo.po.naso during the a.tto.ck on Fao..rl H~.;.rbor •" 

(Hon. Hanry L. Stirn.son, S0cr2tn.ry of 'dnr, lL:.rch 30, 1942; Tolo.n 
Commi t-Caa, Fourth Intarir11 Roport, p. 48 ) • 

••••••• 
11nhar 9 virara tho Jo..po.n0se on tho:l-; Sundc.y (Dec.:;mbar 7), if thoy i;r~re 

not so..boto.ging? Hur..dr2ds of th,:m1 -.v~ra o.cti valy helj?ing def,:md the tarri-
tory, as m.:mb0rs of the; Oo.hu Citiz-:m.s B.ofonsa Corii:1itt0a. Voluntaar truck 
di-iv Jrs, tl1 .:;y rushad to thair assembly points, stri :)p ,; d thair d~livary 
trucks of thoir contants, insort0d fro.rii..as pr .spc...rad to h0ld four stratchJrs, 
and w0nt t0aring out to Pac.rl Ho.rbor to t8.k:e th-J -v:mundad to hospi to.ls. 
Soma of those Jc~punose got -tl-'.:Jr3 so promptl~r t~1c~t tlwir trucks i,,·rar.::; hit 

• 

• 

by flying shra.pnol or I'.10.Chinogun bullots from"the roc..d-stro.fing Jo..p plo.nos. 
The prasanca of the Ja.po.n3se dti vers c..nd th0ir sc8.rr0d c~~1.d. pock-m2..rkod • 
trucks undoubtadly ga.va riso to uh~ ·rumor · th[;.t guns 110.d boe:n amployad to 
clear tha highvvo.y of Jttps ·who vrar;; blocking tha · roo.d to Peo.rl Ho.rbor." 

(Nelson Princ:;la, CBS broadcc..st8r, Oct. 5, ·1942.) 

...... · .. 
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"All the indica.ti ons are that there was no sabotage at Pearl Harbor, 
according to all the evidence ••• " 

(Hon. John M. Costello, former Congressman from California and mem-
ber of the Di es Cornmi ttee J Bulletin of .America's Tovm Meating of 
the Air, July 15,1943, p. 19.) .. 

******* 
12. Myth: The Army evacuated all persons of Japanese ancestry from the West 

coast because they were considered, as a group, to be disloyal and dan-
gerous to the National security. 

Fa.ct: This charge · is most efi'ectively answered by the action of the lJlfo.r ~ 
Department in lifting the West Coast exclusion orders, on January 2, 1945, 
and clearing the great majority of the evacuees to return to - their homes 
without further investigation or hindrance of any kind. Regardless of 
the reasons·which made mass evacuation appear to be a military necessity 
in early 1942, the rescinding of the exclusion orders is indisputable 
evidence that the War Department, after careful study, arrived at the con-
clusion that · only a small nu.rn.'ber of the evacuees were questionable from 
the standpoint of the national secqr.ity. 

******* 
13. Myth: The Japanese race is fundamentally dishonest, secretive and gener-

ally untrustvvorthy. 

Fact: In 1933, Stanford University Press published the results of an ex-
tensive study, supervised by Dr. E. K. Strong, Jr., Professor of Psycho-
logy, to ascertain the "educational and occupational opportunities offered 
to American citizens of Oriental races." This study was financed by a 
$40,000 grant from the Carnegie Corporation of New York, and it included 
the only thorough, scientific ~nvestigation ever made into the honesty of 
the Japanese in California. The conclusion drawn from the study reads as 
follows: 

"As far as these results go ••• ,,. they give no warrant for claiming 
that the Japanese as a class are more dishonest than Americans. There are 
undoubtedly rascals in both groups. The most extreme conclusion vvhich 
could be based on these data would be to claim two or three per cent 
more dishon0st Japanese than Americans, on the ground that poor credit 
ratings mean dishonesty. The more conservative conclusion is that the 
differences in credit ratings represent inexperience far more than dis-
honesty, and that, all in all,, the differences between Japanese and whites 
are too slight to be considered significant." (Vocational Aptitudes of 
Second-Generation Japanese in the United States, p. 154.) 

••••••• 
11Adaptabili ~y is an important trait, possibly the most im:portD!ni:>, 

in earning a living. The tvrn rough measures of 'it, in terms of deli·n- • 
quency-crime and honesty, indicate that the Japanese are superior in tllis 
respect to many immigrant groups who ·hn:ve come to this country." (Ibid, 
P• 177). 

• ••••••• 
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· !.P.he experience of ~NRA officil'.l.ls vvho have inter.viewed Japanes.e 
AmerL~ans on matters relating to loyalty i •and who have studied .t .he re-
sults of the intervi0ws,, ha.s ·indicated tho:t, instead of being ·dishonest 
and secreti ve.1 they are surprisingly frank and naive. Information ob-
to.in0d from them regarding visits ta Japan, dual citizens:.tip, and former 
employment, tallied almost in every instance with information collected 
by the F.B.!. and Arny and Navy intelligence agencies. 

******* . . ·~ .· ' .. : . 

14. Myth, The birth rate of the Japanese in·.Areerica is much high~r than that 
oi' other Americans. They multiply at an alarr.Ung rG.te. 

Fact; The u.s. Census, 1940, shows that the birth rate among Japanese 
. ~icans in every state on the West Coast was lowsr than the birth rate 

of the gen~ral population, including people of all ancestries. 

. . 
• ? ... 

Birth rate omon~ 
Japanese Arneric~.ns 

Birth rate of total 
population, all ancestries. 

~" ' ~ 

Cc..lifornia•••••••• 15.8 per thousand••••••••••••• 16.l per thousand 
Oregon •••••••••••• 15.5 per thousand••••••••••••• 16.4 per thouciand 
Wash5.::1gton •••••••• ll.7 per thousand ••••••••••••• 16.2 per thousand 

Census figures shov.r, further, that the numbar of .. Japanese .Amerr. .. 
can births has been decreasing steacli ly since 1920. • · 

California ••••••• 
Oregon ••••••••••• 
-~vo..s hington ••• · •••• 

Number of births 
i:a 1920 

Number of b~rths 
in 19$.0 

·Number of births 
in 1940 

5,032 
219 

1,160 

.~;~~ .. ~, ....... . . ................. ' ................. 
• 

2,,224 •••••••••••••• 1,480 
75 •••••••• ~..... 63 

375 ••••• ~ •••••••• 171 

"Their birth rate during the pa.st decade has been insufficient 
tc bc~lance r.iortali ty and emigration." (Tolan Fourth Intarim Report, 
P• 91,) 

15, Myth: 
life. 
ture. 

******** 
The Japanese ca1U1ot be A~ericanized or assimilated intd American 
ThEt/ congr.Jgate in "Little Tokyos" to preserve thair Japanese cul- · 

Factc "To the e~te:nt that 1assi:milation is a problem, it is largely the 
res'Ult of certain social c9nditions and laws of the American general 
public. Studies demostrate that p0rsons of Japanese descent are rea dily 
susceptible to integration in our sdc~ .jty if given the opportunity." 
(u.s, Supreme Court Justice Murphy, in Korematsu vs. tha United Stutes, 
p. 18.) 

• • • • • • • • 
"The word 'assimilation' has two meanings, u as David Starr 

,Jordc•n, President of Stanford Uni v arsity, pointed out at the hearings 
of the U, S. Immigration Commi ttae in• i92t±!.-'1interbreeding and the 

• 

• 

• 
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comprehension of political and social conditions." There has been very 
little intermarriage -be~ween the Japanese ·and Caucasians in the western 
states; as a matter of fact, in three of the states whare they -vvere main-
ly concentrated (Arizona, California, and VJ"ashington), it has b·aen pro-
hibited by law. In the "comprehension of political and so9ial conditions," 
Hovrnvar, Dr. Jordo.n stated tho.t "the young Japanese a.re more rectdi ly assimi-
lated than people · of several Europeo.n.i;acas.u · (Hao.rings b0forc the Immi-
gration Conmrittee, u. s. Senate, 68th Congress, First Session, P• 60) • 

••••••• 
This point of view had been strongly supported·, some years earlier 1 

by the Immigration Commission appointed in 1907 to "make full inquiry, 
exrunina.ti on, and investigation ••• into the subjject of imrnigro.tion." Com .. 
posed of three senators, three representatives, and threa laymen appointed 
by the Presid3nt, the Comrnission published its findi~gs in 42 volumes. 
Volume 25, published in 1911, is entitled, Japanese and Other Immigrant 
Races in the Pacific Coo.st and Rocky Mountain Sto.tvs, 

" ••• When compared with other races employed in similar J.dn¢!.s of 
labor in the sa.rr..o industry," th3 report stated (p. 149), "the. Japanese 
show relatively rapid progress in acquiring a speaking knowledge of 
English. Their advanca ho.s b03nmuch more raptd than that of the Chinese 
and Mexicans, who show little intarest in 'American' institutions. During 
their first five years of residence a greater proportion have learned to 
speak English than most of tho South and East European races:,. The pro-
gress of the Japanese is due to thair great eagerness to learn, which has 
ovarcbme more ~ obstacles than have been ancountorad by most of the other 
races, obstacles of raca prejudice, of segr3gation, and of wid0 differences 
in language." 

•••••••• 
More recant confirmation of the srune viavrpoint is conta.inad in 

Dr. Edward K. Strong's book, entitlad "The Second-Genaration Jo.punese 
Problam", based -on an extensive .study of the subjec~ und8r a $40,000 

• grant from the Carnegie Corporation. This book was published in 1934. 

"Porasa~ of the li tarature indico.tes, 11 Dr. Strong says (p. 27) 
"tho.t few recogtlized authorities on either side (of the Japanese contro-
versy) would deny that sacond-and certo.inly third-benaration Japanese 
lo.ck the mental qualities necessary . for cultural assimilation. The ques-
ti.on does not apply to tha fir st generation, for cultural assimilation is 
'never accomplished by any fir st genera ti on." 

....... 
Mo.ny other immigrant people, limited in ability to speak the 

English language, have congregatad in separate communities. New York, 
Claveland, Detroit; Chicago, and other cities have had -- and still 
havo, to some e~tBnt -- colonies of . Italians, ~oles, Russians, and other 
nationalities. ·Th8 midwest has hn.d its rural s..;;ttlements of Scandi-
navians and Germans. They gathered together to have nm~ghbors whose 
language and customs they und3rstood, and for economic reasons. These 
reasons, also influonc0d the colonization of the Jo.panes~, who. were fre-
qu.:mtly not welcomed in other communiti3se 

•••••••• 



11 8cgr3gation of immigrants is corto.inly not peculin.r to the 
. Jupuncrne, but is o. rdla of inunigrant settlement •• _ _.Where colour is added 
to' cultura n.s a distinguising chn.rn.cteristic of thq newcomar, it pro-

- vi des a. further incenti vc for the members 'of th,e gi:-ou.,p to segrega"te o.nd to 
··o.c:t o.s a unit."· \The Jap::mese Co:nn.dio.ns, by'Young o.nd ,Raid, p4' 24) · 

· At the time ·of the evacuation, ·in 1942,· tne irllttle ·Toey-os 11 on the 
VIest Coo.st were alr0n.dy on the vmne • According to Carey McWi llimas 
(Prejudice, P• 88), ·"As the Ni's.ei ·r'e'o.ched maturity, there wn.s a sit:;nifi• 
c .J.nt trend o.wo.y fro~ Ll. ttle Tpkyo. In i928 one observer reported tho.t, . 

t · in Los Angeles, there were 203 Japnriase-operated fruit stands, 292 gro-
>cary stores, 74 florist shops, 69 nursaries, 108 rasto.uro.nts,_ and 68 

- dry-c·leaning esto.bli shments. which h:ia most of their ·. dealings with non-
Jn.po.ne se customers. Over a. p.:;rioa :_9f yen.rs th0r0 wus unquestionab.ty . a 
~low but st0n.dy oxpunsion out of µ:ttla Tokyo." . , 
. . ...... ~ .... ... -- - ... ~ -

A simi h.n.rtrond wa.s not:~d by. Young o.nd Reid (The Japo.p.e:aer;Oana• 
dio..i-is, ~. 72) in o. cc.reful study conducted in British Cohunbia. In 
Vo.ncouver, ~.he o.uthor s sto. te, "t!1c J_n.pc.nas0 a.re found in coininercio.l 
entarpri sas in- signifi co.nt m.u!1b0!-s not only· in their own . n.r-70..$ . of settle-
ment whore, i:r1cidentally1 they co.ter to Whites o.s well a.·s Jap::me.se~ ·but 
also to a ramc,rkabf'e ext~mt. o..11 over the city where thoir only~. c'ustomers 
a.ra whites.u 

• 
' 

Anothar statement in th.a same book ( p. 145), which vms published • 
in 1938 "under the .auspices of The Ca.no.dia.n No.tiono.l Commi tt~e for ·Mental 
Hygiene and The Co.!ia.dio.n Insti tu.e of In-ternationa.-1 Affnirs't, ·is unquas-
tiono.bly o.s true of· the conditio11s tho.t preva.iled on the West Coast o-f 
the United St:."ttes o.s it wo.s of the conditions in British Columbia.: "The 
second genero.tion of the Jo.po.nase Cano.dio.ns, in spite of whn.t their 
critics m8.y so.y to the contro.ry· 6.ilO. · ih spite of who.t the~.-r po.rants mo.y 
do to ho.ve it otharwi se, a.re no more Japo.ne se them their po.rents o.re 
Co.nudin.n. They live in our houses, weo.r· our clothes, eat our food, 
n.ttned our schools, speak ~ur ln.ngua.ge, rend our 'bo·oks, join our churches, 
go to· our movies, pln.y our sports, ·sing otir ' songs, and so.lute·~::rnr flo.gs!. 
~ince they do th..:;se things, und since thay a.re human o.nd therefore· are 
o.ffect~cl by the exparience, it is ; o. de~~o.~ .. of the obvious to ignore the 
ftnct that they a.re in the procass of becb~ng Q~nadin.n. ff 

.. 
• • • • • • • 

- · ' 

Comp.et.ent o.bservers · nn t})-8 ~eception of Nisei in Ja.po.n have re-
marked on their lo.ck of wel.6ome there., .and on t.heir fn.ilu~-e to·· 0.dju-st- · 
tnemselves to Oriontn.l life·. (Sae The Rising Sun of Jn.pan, by Ro.ndau 
and Zugsmith, p.99-100; The Japdn~~e·ca.nn.din.ns, p. 146.) 

The .Americri.nizo.tio:i of t!-10 :Nisei is esp0cially evident in their 
school achievements• They a::.~~ en.gar for education. 

"Although they :·com~ ~fr.cm · o.n economic lavei n.ppr~Cin.bly i6wer tho.n 
that of the white American st'udants, D. much higher percentage .of 'them • 
o.tt~md the universitias and collsges.i1 (Christendom, Vol~ VI.I, l'{o. 2, 
1942, p• 201. )' . . 

' ' ......... ' .. 

• 
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"The Jo.po.nase inunigrc.nts ••• take o.dvcnto.ge of the opportun.i ties 
presented by educa"triono.l institutions. to an extent pro'.Jo.bly unsurpassed 
by o.ny other immi gro.!1-t group ••• " (The Jo.pane se Co.nc,dians, p. 132.) . . 

Mn.ny of them ho.ve won .:g~od citizenship a.wards,, scholo.rships, o.nd 
other scholastic honors; tn~y . have been elected to clo.ss offices and 
importlitatt p(Jsi tions in the st'udent bodies; they ho.ve sto.rred in Americo.n 
sports. (See Bri1;3f of Jupo.nese American Citizens Leo.gue, Koremo.tsu Co.se 1 

pp. 161, 162, 163) . 164.) Mo.hy h·o.ve o.chl.aved high reco?;nintion in the 
o.rts and sciences·• .. · ... ~. . 

The fino.l o.nd most conclusive proof, however, is the remo.rko.ble 
record of the 442nd Regimantal Combat ·'llerun, .which rescued the "Lost 
Bo.tta~~cm" in France, o.nd has set n. record of . gallantry unsurpassed by 
any other unit in the Army of the United .States. (See Nisei in Uniforn1,) 

******* 
16, Myth: The presence of Japanese -rvorkers in o.ny community lowers the sto.n-

dard of. li v.ing, since they work for lower wages d.nd are content to live 
iµ hovels• 

Fact: The living standard of o.ny people, regardless of ro.ce or o.ncestry1 

is detarmined, in a lar~~ T:;.eo.sure, by their 0ppo:rtuni ties to make a decent 
,_... living. The Fourth Interim Report of the Tolan Conuni ttee (pp.62 to 72) •· 

cleo.rly shows thn.t the Jnpa.nese in California were con9tn.ntly striving to 
overcome the mn.ny .. handicaps thnt forced them, when they first arrivad as 
irmnigrants, to accapt lovr wages or starve, 11yery few Japanese vrere em-
ployed as skilled workers in fo.ctories or workshops; there wn.s a plenti-
ful supply of other immigro.nts to fi.1.1. s.~ch posi ti ·Jns; their inability 
to understand English required their working in groups under an inter-
preter; they were opposed by labor unions ••• Most of tho Jo.po.nese who did 
not become domestic5 worked in the railroads, in canneries, lumber mills, 
mines, farms, o.nd various .oi t~,., trades." Aft-ar 1909, howev0r, the number 

· 'of Japanese in nomadic, lov:r-paying employment began to decrease, ovd.ng 
· · 'to their inclina.tion, the Tolan Report states, "to shift to occupo.ti ons 

which offered o. ~ less noran.dic existence, greater profit, or ind~pendent 
status."' (p. 63.) ·"Mn.ny of the Japanese gradually left the industti~s 
into which they had origino.lly been dispersed. In search of hit;her 
earnings, more sc..tisfa.0tory living conditions, and occupo.tions to which 
they were better adapted by natural bent a.nd experience, they tended to 
seek the ' level which they had enjoyed in their native land." (p. 64.) 

' Many authoritative raferences may be cited to show that the West 
Coast Japanese were constant~y striving to raise the wage sen.le in the 
industries.that employ~d thern: 

11 
••• The Japanese club secretaries, co.mp mo.nagers, and bosses be· 

en.me successful bargainers, n.uthorited to speo.k fo.r . the whole qody of 
men they represented, familiar with prevailing .wo.g~ rates in the region 
and for the particular crop. . Under their di::..,ection, through strikes and 
boycotts, particulo.rly o.t harvest time, the· Japanese wEne able to secure 
wnga incr00.ses unti 1 their rates equaled and surpassed those ·of ~vhi te 
workers." (T:olan Report, p. 67.) 

"~hey (the Japa.nese) have reduced the workday from 12 to 11 hours 
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and by means of strikes have raised the wages of all races.u (Prejudice, 
Pe 93) I" 

As they obtained better incomes which" enabled them to q.cquire a few 
dollars more than necessary to finance a bare existence, they sought bet-
ter homes and better opportunities for their children. 

~ ··· '. . ... "Most · e>f the Japanese families are of course living in homes built 
for them as tenants or laborers and these are usually no better than those 
erected elsewhere to serve the same purpose, With 'land ovmershJ..p, better 
homes are built~··" (The Japanese Problem in the United State~ (1915), 
by H. A. Millies, p, 164.) . 

. . . . . . . . 
11 ••• As the Japanese got ahead and could afford to do so, he also 

moderated his habits of excessive teil. If he owned land, he built a 
little bungalow, gave his children music lessons and planned to send them 
to college. 

"The writer has in his possession two very interesting and contrast-
ing snap-shot~ which he took in the summer of 1933. One is a rough shack 
inhabited by a Japanese family at one end and used as a barn at the other, 
with a vegetable and packing room between. The.second picture shows an 
attractive ·modern bungalow, ·which had a well-kept garden and a gold-fish 

• 

pond, and, behind it, a large well-painted fruit-packing hous.3. 'Fhe two ·• 
pictures represent two stages of Japanese development. The first -is .where:..-they 
began and the second is where they vdsh to go. 11 (Orientals in American 
Life, by Albert W. Palraer, pp. 55-56.) ' 

...... ' . . . . 
11That .the standard of~ living of the Japanese will at least equal 

that of the .. White groups in a comparatively short time is indicated b;r 
the rapid progress alre~dy made by ·the Japanese ••• The remarkable ·advance 
of the standard of living·of the group since the beginning of the century ..• 
is evidenced by the standard o·f living of the Japanese at the present tir::-te ••• 
time ••• There is conclusive evidence of economic and social progress on 
the part of ·the Japanese.· (The Japanese Canadians, pp: 79; 80, ~l.) 

17. llyth: Japanese Americans are mainly stoop laborers and domestic workers. 

fac~: The 1940 Census repo.rted 43,691 paid workers of Japanese descent 
fourteen years of age or older, in Califo~nia, Oregon, and Fashington. 

--There were 8, 30.7 paid farm 1:aborers, who were probably employed, for the 
most part, in stoop labor job~ in ~he vegatable and small f~~~t industries. 

The farm operators and managers, who may hav.e been engaged in some 
stoop labo.r but who were primarily in the same classification with farmers 
of other ra~es, numbered 7,001. · There were 3,541 domestic wor:-kers in the 
three states. 

On the other hand, 5, 512 persons vrnN employed in clerical; sales, 
and kindred occupations. Ther0 were 5,491 proprietors, managers, and 

~ · 
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officials of business enterpris0s; ·3,517 operatives and kindred workers in 
various types of industries; and l, 157 professional- work0rs • . ·They were 
engag0cl in the manufacture of hm~ber, furniture, paper, chemica1s, petrol- . 
eur!'l and coal products, leather goods, iron and steel, machinery, and many 
othGr articles of commerce. !foarly 5 ,000 v%re employed in food and dairy 
proc!ucts stores; 1,478 worked at laundering, cleaning, and dyeing; 1,335 
Tmrk.ed in hotels and lodging houses. 

In other word~, census figur0s show that nearly three-quarters of 
the paid workers, including both Issei and Nisei, were 0rnployed in a wide 
range of occupations not cl~ssified as either farm labor 01~ domesti.c work. 

Im~igrants from Japan, before they became adjusted to life in 
Arn.erica, vrere employed almost exclusi vcly as low-grade laborers and menials. 
As they b3came acquainted with .4..i110rican ways, however, they sought to im-
pro-v~ th0ir economic position. Probably no other group of immigrants, 
confronted with so many obsta.cl;.;s at Urn otitset, has equaled th0 progress 
of the Japanese in adaptinr; th0ms0lv0s to the vii.de scope of American in-
dustry and commerce. 

18. Myth: American farmer9 of European descvnt can not compete with farmers 
Japanese descent. \"Jherever the Japanase congregate, the Caucasian farmers 
are forced out. 

~ Fact: The Report of the U.S. Imir~gration Commission, the Tolan Report, and 
many other authoritative references state that the Japanese; Am\:;rii5ans en-
gaged .mainly in growing crop·s that were not extensively f.T0 1"n by Caucasian 
far"rners. No real COmp{o;tition could c;rist unde+' these cor.~.Lti.ons. 'ThGre 

• 

is c:.lso p1ontiful proof that, in those areas wher0 the Jnpa.r;es<..; Americans 
vror8 chiefly congregated, th8y were pion1;;<;,rs in farming virgin land, or 
land that was not want8d by Caucasian farmGrs. 

"Nearly all of the Japanese farming is of the int(msive type, re-
quiring much care 3.nd. handwork. It is of the kind the market plac0s a' 
prerJ.urn upon, but which the ordinary America.n farmer is slow to engage in. 11 

(Th0 Japanese Probl0m in the United States, by Prof•' H. A. :Lillis, pp. 89-
SO.) 

........ 
"There can be no doubt that the extensive leasing by them (the 

Japnnese) about Newcastle and in a few other localities has caused prospec-
tivo Sf;ttlers to locate else1Nhcre, and the whit1:; population in some neigh-
borhoods has actually dLrninished ••• But it should be notud in this con-
noction that in some conm1unitfos much of th0 land leased was r1Jclaimed and 
reduced to cultivation by Japanese, or was first devot0d to intensive 
farming by them. • • The instances v:here the prices r·~.::alizt:d for crops have 
buen advcrs ~.:ly afftcted as a r.;;;sult of Japanese competition are compara-
tiv0ly fuw. As a matter of f:;i.ct, whurG their acruage ·has ~cGn added to 
that productivGly used in the comm~nity, it has genoralJ.:y ~ccn devoted to 
growin cro snot extensivel ·grown by white farmers." (Report .of U.S. 
II::mmigrati6h Gommission, Part 25, .Vol, 1, pp. 8 -87.) 

......... 



11They (the Japanese) vrere engaged chiefly in ra1~nng suear- bCJets in 
Utah, Colorado, and Idaho, berries and vegetables in Fashin[;'ton and Orecon, 
and in California varied intensive cr9ps:-- vegetables, berries, decidu0us 
fru} ts, .~rapes, m0lons, and hops. The $pecialization of Japanese farr:i.ers 
W4:S · extreme. 11 (To:.an Co1:imittee, Fourth Interim Report, p. 69) 

... • .. • ..... 
"The concentration (in :,he production of vegetabies, bcrrh. s, and 

sn::i J.l fruits) resulted from a trial-and-error e.xperim8nta t:ton with ot:11 'r 
t. 'TDC S cf aer2.culture ••• By 1930' Lhey (the Japanese) ' had abandoned . al.tlU3t 
r:;.v .:;ry oth0r type of agriculture. Experience had shown that they could not 
qo1:rpete:; successfully .in other types of farming, 11 (Pr0judice, b;y Carey ·-ft 
Mc·.:illiams, p. 86) 

........... 
In the March 1, 1921+ 1 issuo of The Country Gentleman, the lec:..ding 

article, by Robert Vlelh~s Ritchie, dj_scussed the J:.11x.;.nesc probl.JJil in Cali-
fornia, "scrupulously avoiding any coPtrovursial bi.::.s 11 nccor(~inr; to th0 
ai_.1thor' s declaration. This £)aragrapr: appt;ars in it: 

"The three areas of gre[1.t c; ot Japanese concentration then (in 1920), 
as nov,r, were in the cantaloupu .~.J.Ld. winter-lettuce fiolds of t,1-:_ .,; Im;.>erial 
VcJ.1lvy, in the extrer1c southe:-:-~stu·~ purt of the t3taL,; in th.-; mount:iin :fruit 
centcfr of Placer County; and in the str::,wbcrry fields, ancl the . potato .~· ··6·'.Jlcry, 
oriion, and asparagus districts roughly e:mbrac~d in th.J tGr·m1 th'.,, Ddta, 
which lies in the exact c ..;nter of th1S si>:.1.t-0. Let us b0 Vl.!-ry blunt in t his 
9ont.;xt and say that in th8 I.I!lper~al y,·1ll~y n.nd the Dc:ltJ. _ cou:ltry th·::: Japan- • 
c:::-o never dispJ.~ced whit:.:; m(m, for wh~te .mm vmuld no-:, v1o:rJ~ there; and in 
the mountain fruit dist:d ct the Ch:i.n0s::::, and after t~ .... : ~:.i. th0 Jc:.1x~nl;ss. CHDu _ . . 
in -- aft;.;r nc;irly nvery whit(:: man had CU~.:L.::: i:trld m·1d·.:. a--go--of f:i cripplGd 
ir:.dt1dr!'Y •II __ ----s.;... "' 

. "No small part of the o.cr1vagc now controllt;cJ. by tb:~ J.~1pari ese in Oregon 
has b0~n 'taken wild' n.nd reduced to cultiv~tion. Thi~ iG Gspecially true 
in the vicinity of Hood Riv0r •••• 11 (The (.Tapanesa Problafil in the Uni -tcd 
§..~.tcs, ~y H. A •. Milliu, p. 9P.) 

11Much of th0 land (formed b;r· tl18 • Jap::mGse in ~fashington) has b·~en 
k~k0n as lE;ft by the timbormt.en, thL.- sturnps romoved, and r0d1J.ced to ci.J.ltiw'.-
ti::m by th,, Japanese · t .\,..:nar:ts. Th0y :u ve don0~ much to dev8lop ths ::tfricul-
tural possibiliti~~s · d'f tl1t:~s0 'c')mm.unit·i0s -- more undoubtcd.l;y- than · an:/ ::.)~:,her 
r: .~cc hn.s shown :~n incli11ation to do." (Ibid, pp. 91-2.) 

· , , 

- 9. Myth: The farming methods of the Jap.: .. ne ~.:;e ruin the so.il~ and cause the l a nd 
to depreciate in value. 

Fact: This charge is denied by Pr·of: H. A. Millis; whose; book:, ·"'fh:; 
'3:1.pnncse Problem in th0 United Sta Los"~ is frequentTy ... ·cited a0 · ~1n autho;rito.-
tivu study in the Report of the Tolan· Committeu. Mi.lli's- ·st.:.:.tos·: 

• 
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"Th~ complaint that the J,J.panosc:;; t skin' the land :J.nd ruin th.; or~ 
crw.rdc. is frequently heard. Most of 'the Jap.~~n0se ar0 tunants, ~md t.:;nant 
farming is likE;ly to have such r1Jsults. No cas0 can be mrtde agd.nst the 
J-::.panes f:) as against oth0r tenar;t$, howt.:ver~ · On th1J contrr.ry; whil·; 0111::. 

finds rnth0r num-.::rous instances in which tlF~ landowners havJ· b12:dn dis;.·;atis-
fied wi-th the Jap.:i.n..::s0 tenants ·· th0y have had, th1J gener3.l opinion is that -~ 
t11G Jci.prmese are· good farmers and give va.ther more than loss intere3t th1.n 
is usual amonc tenants to th0 care and cons0rvation of the properties l 1y,_sed 
i::>y them. At Sacramento ••• the pre ~ndcnt of one Jarr,e fru~. t-shi;)ping firq 
and thb treasurer of another said thut the J.'.lpanose wcro amone: the mo.st 
careful and painstaking orchardist s. At Fresno, a prominunt Arn0ricD.n told 
mt;; that he would. rather lensc.; his · vineyards to c.Tap:rnese than to f ,·1rm.Jrs of 
h:j_s ovn\-·r:i.co b0eause thC;y took botti..;r car·.J of thGm. '!he charg0 tlnt th_: 
Je.rn nese ruin the fc:trms is a charge, wrd ch, like many otl~.!~~ ho:irs. 
~-~Dn of th .. ..i closer he gets to thtJ place whcru th8 de.mage .i.:? . ..Pl~__:;-~urn1..~d_lE. hr~!:~ 
tQ.kc!'l place. On th9 whole the Jn.pnnese ar0 rE:garded a:s: good farrn0rs ~~nd 
good t •3nants." (p. 148.) 

20. ~h: t.Tap2.neGe farmers cv3.cue .. t :.:d from tht~ West Co:1::5t have stubbornly refused 
to release trucks .~nd farir1 m:.\c· <i.n1:-ry for th,;; use of other f'armt:;rs who d .. ;3-
perately n0edud such equipI'.1tS11t. 

~: Very littlEJ of the farm equipment ownL:d by the J.~11Y·.ncse Amcric.·1.n;;-; was 
left idl.e whi.:m the;y ~ere evacuated • . By far tho gr0tLt0r 1.K1rt of it vm.::' 1-ithc:;r 
sold or leo.sed to the tenants who t"Ook ovur th.; operati:m of th-> f::i.rms ;1.fter 
th·:J ownors departed. On r~ay 8, 19/.J.2, thu Farm tiE.-euri ty Administr:;.tj.,on, which 
had charg•J of th~; disposal of cvacuc,e-owncd f::trm prop0.~rty, rsport.:;d _tbc~.t 

sat:i.sfactory disposals had been made of th~ m=i.chi/1,Jry on all but 'thirt0en 
fnrFtS in Exclusion Ar0a No. 1. It was thu policy of th3 FSA to 1:'1old the 
machj r.c;ry on thu lay;_d to th._; extent that it was n\.Jcded to .h~cp th0 lar1d in 
operdion. 

. Typical of the grossly exaggur,1ted stori8$ th<:tt navo been spr->i d. on, , 
th~ ,1,lest Coa:Jt is one rspo:rted to u~~ ( vmA by .:-m imph~mont di.;{:Lh~ r iri Snc·k:l.·-·' ~· 
mento, who stated. that mor8 than 200 farm tr.~:.ctors, ovmed by J:::.p::mose "Aihc:ricans, 
were sto.nding idle in storage in the . Sacramonto v~~11 .:.;y 1.rca,. an9. th~3.t. h ._:., 
him:.:iclf, kn2w of ap}iroxime.t<Jly 50 i9ld. tr.:tctorG ·in thE~ city eif · S.:1crn.111cnt0-. 
A representative·:: of the WRA immvdiat 1~iy <!D..ll.c:d upon th-.; d.cal(:,r,' and :;i..s i.~~:~d 
him where the tractors v,\~rc stored and. who w~.:; custodi.':m of th!.::m. .A2 a re- . 
sult the:; dealer admitted that he knew 9f only' fo~1r t:r.~~~it_;r8; tLo r~st 'of 
his report had been based on he~rsay. . . . ' 

On another occasion,. Son::.;.tor .Sheridan Dov1%·~~Y sent to t~~e WI.ill · qf.fice ... 
n. copy of a . telr..igr:i.m from the $alirnrn, Californ1 ~·, Cht~m·ocr of Cqrrunerc~, . which 
stJ.tc<jl th2.t. oom<'~ 590 articlos of farm t.quiprncnt, 01"n0d by QV~~cuces, was · 
sto~l'.·ed in that , vicinity. _ Th0~ tcl0gr:1m declared that th0 :uso ('.)f th~ equip- . 
mont was ess~::ntial if th0 farm0rs of that covununity w0re to mu..;t th:sir ,food 
production goals. 

1: I • Ago.in, a \VftA represe;1tativ~ went imm::;di:1tdy to ,the source of the 
r-.;port and ·9ought the 3.ssistcmcc-; of the Ch::unte;r of Comm·J~90. :in ch0ckin~r the 
accuracy of tpe inforrna tion. Implom.:;nt de:::.lsrs and .m0ny · ot.h1:~rs Y.'ho wcrE~ 
preow'rH.;d to have knowlodgc of. th-:; equipm1:mt. w0re :i.nt,;rvL:vred • .. '.rhis survey· 

.. 
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revealed one tractor, t-flo listArs, a ten-foot rLng roller, and a land 
chisel which were in storage -- a total of five (not 500) piee·es of farm 
equipment. The Salinas Chilmbe~ of Commerce corrected the erroneous infor• 
mation given to Senator Downey, in a. secom; telegram to him, which re-
ceived only a f.raction of the publi0ity given to the first. 

The report was published in West Coast newopapers that some 3S,OOO 
Japanese-owned automobiles were in storage amd, ocng;oquently, that more 
than 1001 000 tires were kept e: .. va.y from pernons nef;fQ.ing them. .An inspection 
of the records in the motor vehicle departments in Wa1hin~ton, Oregon, Co.lif .. 
fornia- and Arizona revealed that only 32,977 moto~ vehicles were registered 
to Japanese owners befor~ the evacuation; 18,522 of them had been sold 
to non-Japanese ownars; 31 379 were registared to ovmers whose names were 
not included in the evacuation lists (probatly voluntary evacuees who 
took the cars with them) J 879 were owned by Japanese outside of tho exclu .. 
sion ar~ms; and 1'14 ware owned by evacuees released from relocation center::;. 
Therefore, only 8.923 (not 33 1 000) vehicles were recorded as ovmcd by 
people living in the relocation cent;;;rs • Of th.is number, many ·1md bean 
loft with dealers to be sold, or ret1.irned to dealers by purchasers who 
ewned ond..y u small 0qui ty in them; oth~.:rs hn.d ba~n Gold and the sulGs had 
not baen recorded. 

The:rn incidents reveal the mythical character of the evi<lenc0 usad 
as a basis for charges that the evucuaos stubbornly refused to sall grsa.t 
quantities of idlo equipmant. It ::;houlcl. also be noted thut o.ny reluctance 
on the purt of the ovacu0es to po.rt -~-ri th such proporty would have ho.d • 
consideruble justification. founy of them expoctod to return to their West 
Coast homes, c..nd when they r Jtnrnad they wanted i;:.a.chin·.:.:ry to <3ul ti vo.to 
their lr..nd, und trucks G.nd ca.rs to be used in th3ir work. 

******** 
21. Myths The evacuees in the relocation ccnt~)rs have been prunpored and cod• 

dlcd, while .Americans imprisoned by Japan have r.::coived inhumo.n tr~::atment, 

Fa.ct i This charge, w·hich provided tht) 1a.sis i'or o.n esp<.3cinlly vicious cam-
pufgn o.gn.in3t the WRA in the ea.rly purt of J.(~43, wus car0fully investiga.tod 
by Governor Muw of' Utuh. His comment, aft Gr a. per sonso.l tour of the 
Central Uto.h Roloca.tion Center, was reported in tho Sult Lo.kc City Tri- . 
bune, of January 16, 1945, o.s followsi 

"These Ja.po.nese o.ro pioneering a projnct.,. Th3y'ro not living 
the life of Riley and they're not bc;ing.pnmp.Jred, It's not luxury when 
d~ p;::rsons of' c.. fc.mily li vo in u single room. I found thc.t these 
thoµso.nds n.re not getting more tha.n their nho.ro of cof2:\;ie, sugar, moc..t 1 
or O.ny oth.;r conunodi ty • The ration regulations are rigidly o.dh.Jrad to 
by tl~ project director's sto.ff •" 

\ 
\ 

Every sto.tcmant mnd0 to support tho cho.rgo thc.t the evo.cu0es ha.ve 
been po.:rnwred has boon prov0d to be untrue. In Apri 1, 1 943; the W~ 
Roloca.tion J.uthori ty issued o. memorandum r,')futing a. sori0s of n.ccusutions 
published by the Danver Post which wc..s spc~rhouding tho o.tto.ck. Typicul ~ 
of tho nccusa.ti ons wo.s a. G ta.teraent thc..t WR.A had st or ad o.t He~;.rt I11ountnin 
"enough food to supply the 101 300 Jn.ps thor0 for thrae yen.rs, seven months 
and two weeks•" 



• 

An o.ctual inventory r ... t th~; centar, mn.do VJ'lO do.ys n.f'tar the Post st'.lte-
ment was publi~hed on April 24, rcvcn.lod thr .. t the food supply wn.s suffi-
cient to last 'only sixty do.y.s., which wu.s the :m..i.m.imum p0riod for so.faty. 

On July 17·, 1913 ~ t11e Vvo.r Dcpo.rt:ment 1.;.nd tho Yfar Relocation Autho-
rity issnod n joint statement through the Director of Wr..r Mobiliza.tion 
whieh reo.d, in po.rt, us follows: "A portion of tho food (used in +Jie 
roloea:tion c enters) is produced by the avacuoes thomselVdS on govorm:mnt-
owned or government-lensed lo.nd vrithin th0 project nrou1 some p.:;rishn.bla 
cor.unodi tics ure purchased locu.lly; nnd pruotioc1.1ly u.ll othar food is 
brought ·~hrough th~; Qu~rt0nnast .::;r Dopots of th~ Army. All ra.tioning 
restrictions o.pplico.ble to tho civilian populc~tion n.re strictly followed 
ru1d two l~\Jn.tl~GS duys o.ro observed Oi.1.Ch w.:;ok ••• Be.et' served n.t th.::__~
ters is third gra.dc r..nd no fn.ncy moats of' o.ny kind a.re f'urn5.shcd. Tho 
Cost of f ocding 

10.t W~ e·:mt'.Jrs OV<:.:r, the pD .. Sts5v-:;ruI month a hc.s rn.ngod 
from 34 to 42 c ,-.n~3 P·:.~-12.~ ... on per dci.y.h 

Th ..--; following description of n. relocation center wa.s written by o. 
well-known o.uthor who inv0stignt0d the pa.rn.p;::;ring cho..rg0s in t ho summer 
of 1943i 

"You :muy think you huvo eotten into an Army omnp by mi sta.ke, for 
the bo.rra.cks wsrc built n.ccording to Ragulo.r /u-my design o.nd construction. 
True, they were built hc..stily of gr.;;~m lumbor whieh split apart. The 
floor bo~rds a.re not close toge-'char ••• The lo.nd :i.s Gilt, so i;rhcn the dust 
storms come, th0 dust seeps through the crevic :rn into tho burr::-..cks •• , 

"The barracks o.ro in blocks. The buildings hn.ve beon di vidc}d into 
'upo..rtmonts', u..11d u "bout 260 mon, wbmon,; nnd chi ldrcn live in a.n o.vorn.gc 
block The 'apa.rtments' n.ro rooms twnnty b;/ t-vmnty-i'i ve feet in size, 
rmd foJnilic;s of' i'rom two to five or mor 0 occupy c D. 0h of them. In en.ch 
blo«lk 'thar a r~r 0 two l c~trincs, one for the m":m, on~ for tho wo:rrJ.0n; one 
lu.undry room, ono ironing room. In eo.ch block there is o. ma ss ho.11 --
for f ooc.1 is supplied by the govorn.~0nt through the Army Quo.rter:rr~ater 
Corps n.nd eo.tin3 is eonnnuno..1 ••• 

"It is not quite so grim c.. s it wc..s in the bogir.ning. The ova.cuecs~ 
young a.nd old, h~~ .i.rty und fro.il, hu.d come from the mod,;r :::~te Y'k~st Coo.st 
climr .. to to this de s 0rt when the temp ~r ::.ttur 0 wr:. s 120 dt:. graes $ The eovern-
ment ho.d offer ad t:i:10m their rooms, cots, straw· vd t h which to rnc.ko mn.tt .... 
ress0s, n.nd Army blo.nk8ts. Thoy hQd no furniture~ They n~cdod soo.p, 
brooms, po.i ls, ovC":rythlng. Most of them hc~d to rJ.n.ko furniture out of 
soro.ps of lumber l:Jft when the bn.rra.cks w3ro finishe d~ Af tor n. v..-itllo 
those who h8.d furniture ~:.t ~home got some of it moved h .:;re. Some got 
plybou.rd from a. ma.il-order house 8.ncl purtitio:nod their o.po.rtma::1ts. In 
sor:i0 blocks the men secured air conditioners for tho :ne ss h[:.113. The 
in~rvi to.blo J c.po.nose gnrdens b0gun to bloom in window boxes o.r..d a.round 
the blocks o.nd b0 tv100n them. Most of tho comfort you s00 hus b 3on created 
by the lJupo.nesc thcmsolvos; it is not doru:.. t cd by ·tho govcrnrn.entu .. At 
t :;nt~ tbi s is not fate fo.vish luxury :l11WhTc1i mc..~·q of1l'Sh1.vo noard th'C:t 
the: vVn.r Rdocation Authority hus pillowed the Jape~ ... 

• "Th,:.- re is o.. ~wi:mming pool which is m0roly a. wide place in tho ditch. 
From the upron.r ••• , I hn.d ox:poctod n. no.rble pool with un.br~;llu-sho.d8d 
t r:..blcs basido it and liverie d vmitors serving chrunpa.gno • . But it's only 
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a ditch o.nd there is no o.lcoholi~ bevor~g0s of o.~y sort ••• Indeed, th~r~ 
isn't oven o.ny soft drink or candy to bo J:io.d, . o.s o. rule· ••• And recrea.tiqlt 
is whutcv,;r the people·mcde for themselves ••• " (ThE-' Truth About Jo.p 
Cnmps 1 by 1.Iaxino Du vis, Ll. b0rty Mn.go.zin0, .Aug• 7 1 1943 •) 

****** 
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