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MYTHS ANWD FACTS ABOUT THE JA%AEESE AMFERICANS

Source information and refsrences for use of VRA staff mecmboers

.-

Mythg All children born in the United States of Japanese parents are dual
c1tlzens, and owe allsgiance to Japane

Fact- Children born in the United States of alien fathsrs from almost zvery
country in the world, outside of South and Central America, are dual citizems,
at least until they become of age. In the great majority of cases, they
remein dual citizens for life unless they renounce allsgiancs to one country
or ths othoer., The Japansse law which resulted in dual citizenship for some
children born of Japanesses parsnts in the Unitad States befors the wor was

not at all unique and wag, in fact, far more liberal than the nationality
ldw of Germany and many other nations.

Dual citizenship arises because countries apply diffsrznt tssts of
citizenshipe Jus sanguinis holds that & child acquires the citizenship of
his father regardless of whare he is born; jus soli holds that he acquires
the citizenship of the country of his birth, Consequently, evsry child
born in the United Statss (whieh holds to the doctrine of jus soli as well
as jus-sanguinis in a modified fqpm) is a dual citizen if his father is a
citizen of a country that adheres to the doctrine of jus sanguinis. Evsry

srican~born shild of an alien father from any country in Europe is at
birth a dual citizen, and in the majority of instances he retains the dual
“status until hs renounces his foreign citizenship. Evsry Amsrican-born
child of an alien Chinese father is o dual citizon for life, unless hs re-
nouncey allsgiance to China after his twentieth birthday and has legal
capacity under clgarance law.. (Ste A Comparatdive Sbudy of Lows Raiutigg»po
Nationality at Birth and Loss of Natiomality, by Durward V. Sandifer, Ameri-
can Journal of International law, Vols 29, p. 248 =t seqe; A Collection of
Notionality Laws, by Flournoy and Hudson, 1929,)

The nationality laws of Garmany and Italy should bs of particular
interest -=- mors espscially those of Germany. The Nazi leaders have claimed
the loyalty of all parsons of German dascant throughout the world, and Rave
constantly maintained & legal theory upon which such g claim could be bascde
According to the German law, every child born of o German fathsr, regardless
of the country of his birth, is o Gorman citizen; and under a dacrses of April
19, 1937, every man of German parentage is subject to conscription into the

erman army, regardless of whare has is born or whers he is living. Farsons
who have expatriated, or who have naturalized in a foreign country, are not
- excépted by the dacrze.

It was &vén possible, undsr the Germon law sffective before 1937
for a psrson who had acquired American citizoenship by naturalization to be
a German citizen as well, for the law provided that "eitizenship is not
lost by one who before acquiring foreign citize anship has acquired oun appli-
cation the written consent of compstent authorities in his home state to
retain his citizenship.” (A Collection of Nationality Laws, by Flournoy
and Hudson, pe 310.) >y

Under the Italian law, evary child born in the United States of an
Italian father is an Italian oitizen, and he retains dual citizenship for
life unless he renouncas his }talian citizenship after coming of age.
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Morsover, sven when he renounces his Italian citizenship, he is still
subject to a call for service in thé Italian army, "except &s rsgards
facilities grontsd by special laws." (A Collection of Nationality Laws,
Da 364,)

The magnituds of the population of Gsrman and Italian dual citi-
zens in the United States may bs judgsd by .referring to the Us Se Consus
for 1940 which shows that 314,105 German aliens and 690,551 Italian cliens
were then Iiving in this country. By contrast, only 47,307 alien Jopae
ness were. enumerated in the Census, The number:of Germon and Italian aliens
would have been graatly multiplisd, of course, if thay, like the Jupaness,
were dsnisd the right to naturalizas,

Before 1924, all children born of Japansse aliens in the Unitzd
States were claimed as citizens of Jopan. This law was rodically chauged,
however, by an Imperial Ordinamce, effsctive Dscomber 1, 1924, which de=~
creed that no child born of Japansse parsnts in the United Stotes (ond
certain other countries) was to be cleimed as a &itizen of Japan unless
the child's father, or lsgal repressentative, registered the birth at a
Japonsse consulats within fourtesn days, ond unlsss the intention to rstain
Japanese citizenship was rexprassed ot the samo time, (Former Ambassador
Grew in Hesarings bafore a Subcommittes of ths Cormittec on lHlitary Arfairs,
United States Semats, 70th Congrass, 1st. Sassion, on Ss 444, pe 1l6a)

A comparison of nationality laws shows that Japan was almost in o
class by itself basfore ths war in‘its policy of relinquishing theo titizane
ship of children born of its natiomals in tho United States, unlssg the
children were ragistsrad to pressrve the dual statusy This liberalization
of the Japanese law resultsd largely from tho pressurs of Japansss Anm¢ricans
~~who.dasired to free themselves of any lagal obligation do tha Imparial

Govarnment., o ‘ ) y Ve o

"The Japangse American Associations on the Pavific .Coast and ixn .
Hawaii memorialized tho Jopanese govermment several times in 1919e21 for
chonges in the law, thus showing a genuine intsrest in ths problem," (The
Socond-Gensration Japanese Problem, by Ee. K. Strong, p. 141.) S

Ono of these potitions is quoted in full in The Rcal Japaness Quas-
tion, by K. K. Kawokomi, p. 186=~7, In part, it r3uds as follows:

"Ws are all men of Japonese parsntage, born on the soil of thé Unitad
Statves, and who have besn edidcated in ths schonls of that eountry. Ve
wish to be considerdd citizsns of ths country in which we ars now living,
and to show that men of Japansse ancestry can be as loyal to ths country
of their adoption as men of other ancestry residing thersine.,e The ques=-
tion of dual citizenship and tho criticisms whiéh have baen mads against
Amsrican=born Japanese havs caussd us to fasl that soms legislation should
bs passed by the country of our ancestors that will frss us of any obligo=-
tion to it, and allow thoss of us, who have located within ths United Statas
with the purpose and intention of remaining and interesting ourselvss in
tha daffairs of that country, to show that we cdn bo good and loyal citizens
of the country of our adoptione.. We respsctfully petition that at the come
ing ssssion of the Japanese Parlioment, a law be onacted, whersby those of
Jopanese descent can seldéct their own citizenship without rastriction of
law, and, having once made such dscision, can rsmain citizens of that
country without any qusstion of dual allsginace," (Thz Real Japonsse




g
Question, by K. K, Kawtkomi, p. 186=7.)

Even after the Ordinance of 1924, becams offsvtive, many Japanase

ericans were still unsatisfied. Thoy continued to petition for further
ralexotions in the lawe As late as January, 1941, 30,000 Japangse Amoricans
in Hawaii petitioned Secrstary of State Cordell Hull to segk o way in which
they could more sasily expatricts themselves from Jopans This action brought
o letter from Lisut. Gensral C. D Herron, commonding the Howaiion Departe
menG wl the e Se Army, in which hs said: "In the willingness of the younger
Jopanzse to sign this petition and in their loyal and eager compliance with
the draft, as in the attitude of tho oldsr gsnsration in accepting the new
(8elective Service) order for their children, there is complete rsfutation
of the suspicions of thair loyalty." (Jopanese American Review, Jane 25,
1941, p. 6.)

The Imperial Ordinance of 1924 permitted-children born in the United
States before 1924 of alien Japanese fathsrs to renounce thalr Japaness
citizenship, and in the noxt six years, according to o csnsus token in 1930,
approximately 40 per cent of the Nisei born before 1924 had made formal
renunciations. Of the younger children, who wars Ameriecan citizens only un-
ess thay had been registsred at Japenese consulates, about twoethirds wers

American citizens.only. Of the total Nisei population, 24,263 held American
citizenship only, and 22,027 (meinly in the oldsr group) were dual citizens.
{The Second Generation Japanase Problam, by Edward K. Strong, pe 142)

This ceusus wos tokan wnder tiie auspicoes of the Japansse government.
It con hardly be supposad, with any reasonabls application of reason, that
the persons guestionsd in the cansus would have falsified their answsrs to
avor the Unitad States. Those who held Japunsse citizenship would havd
admitted it, presumably, vwithout hesitation.

Investigations by the War Relocction Authority indicate that the
percentage of Japomese dual citizens has bsen much raduced since 1930 In
ths ragistration conducted at the centers in February, 1943, many of the
citizen registrants reported that thay had renounced thair Japansse citizen-
ship since 1930, and few of the numbor barn since 1984 were reported to have
besen ragistsred at Japonsse consulates,

e 3 s s sk ke ok
Myth: The religion of the Japansse, no ‘mattsr whare they live, binds them
o the Empesror. Thsy all have Shinto shriunss in their homés.

Fact: The Japaumese in the United States have two major religions: Buddhism
and Christionity. Shintoism, cmong American Japansse, is a minority secte.

Buddhism, which is the predominant rsligion of the Orient, was in=
troddced into Jepan from Korea, about the Sixth Century, A. De In Japan,
it is divided into eight major sscts which are, in turn, subdivided into
almost innumerable lessar groups, each with slightly different rites and
beliefs. There is no evidence that Buddhism, in cny of its forms, is in
any way comnectad with Empsror worship. ‘

Shintoism, on the other hand, is the native rsligion of Japan. Thers
ere thrze major kinds of Shintoism. Ths most popular kind, which i's rela-
tively unorgamized, centsrs uround old native beliefs in gods of the house-
hold, fields, and wayside. The s econd kind, which is well organized and
divided into sscts, oftsn includas a belief in faith hsaling. The third
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kind is State Shintoism, which fosters & belisf in the divinity of the
Empsror and the purity of the Japansse rocse This Statc Shintoism, a
comparativedyrocont develepment in Jopanssc history, is the crsed which
hos given rise to the accusatiosn thaot all the Japunesc are Emperor wor-
shippars.,

Th> wide differencs bztwosn the oldor Shinto baliefs (Soctarian
“Shinto) and State Shintoism is omphasized in G. B, Samsom's authoritative
book, ontitled Jopan -~ A Short Culturcl History, published by tho Contury
Company in 1931, "IT 1s important," Somsam says (pe 53), "to distinguish
from the traditional body of popular bslief and obssrvanco the institu-
tional religion which was fostorsd by the ruling classese The former is
o simple ritualism based on an animistic crssd ahd tinctured with mugic,
the latter an organized and elaborate cult closely bound up with the. po-
litical systom,"

There ars no satisfactory figuress on the number of Jopanese Budd-
hists and Shintoists in the Unitod Statss, owing partly to the fact that
the religion of the common poopls of Japun is often a combination of
Buddhism and -Sectarian (not Stats) Shintoism. The common man bslisves.
in Budchisn for ths sake of his soul, anéd in ‘the Shinto gods to probtect
and guide him in his daily affdirs,.

The charge thot all Jopenzss in the Unitosd States, or oven that
any considerable numbsr of theam, hove Shints shrines in thoir homss is a
pure fabricotion which has no substonce at all except in the minds of the
persons who concocted it. .
selesok ek oK
3¢ Myth: Japonsse langucge schools were maintained ir mony communitiss on
the West Coast before ths war.to inculcate fmerican~born Japonsse with
the national ideals of the Japanssz Impsricl Govermment.

Foct: This charge is not supportsd by the studies conducted by various
Americon sducators -before ths war'ito dstsrmine the purposc and sffsct of
the Japansse-languags schools. Dre E. K. Strong of Stanford Univsrsity,
who supsrvised tho most intensive study over mode »f szcond-gensration
Japenese Amsricans, undsr a $40,000 grant from ths Carnsgie Copporation

in 1929, arrived at the conclusion that thasz schonls were making a
valuable contribution to American cormunity 1lifs. The following sxtracts -
are firom his-book. "The Socond=Gaenoration Japansss Problsm," published
by ths Stanford Univsrsity Pross in 1934, 3

"Mony non~English-spsaking psopls who Jhave coms te Amsrica have
ostablished private schools whara their childrsn may loarn the parents!
netive loanguoge and soms of the history, troditions, and customs of
thair notive lond, The Jupanese hovo beon no sxception to this practical”
( pe 201,) %

"Samz knowladge of Japensse appsors dssircbls for all the sescond
genaration.sesSuch facility is nseded in order to insurs proper morale
within the family and ths Jopanese group. It is this relationship which
is soamingly so largely rasponsible for the low rate of juvsnils dolin- .
quency.” (pe 205. NOTE: The Japanssa -Amoricans had the lowsst juvenils
delinquesney rate of any racial or nationality group on the West Coast
before the war. Ibid, p. 175 ot s2q.)
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"The work of the Japenese-language schools should be continueds"
(pe 205) '

)
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Quotations fram other authors:

: ",..These schools are not intended to perpetuate the..emoral eoncepts
of Japane They are supplementary schools, and at worst there is much less
in them to be adversely oriticized than in the paroeial schools attended by
so many children of South and Fast Europsan immizrants,”
(The Japanese Problem in the United States, by Prof. He A¢ Millis,
PDe 265=664%

"The strongest objection which has been raised in this country
towards the language schools of the Japanese has been that they foster
anti-American ideas. This accusation is without basis." Sociology and
Social Rgsearch, Jane.=Feb., 1933, De 259, )

LU B I g

"similar schools have baen conducted by the Chinese; and dlso by
the Germsns and many other mationalities in the form of paeroehial schools,
The Japanese schools are mersly supplementary to the public schools and
not a substitute for them as are the perochial schools," (Orientals in
American Life, by Albert W. Falmer, 1534, D. 51in)

(XN R NE N}

A better proof of the falsity of the charge is the fact that the
Army and Newvy have recruited hundreds of graduates of the Japanese-language
schools to act os intarpreters and teachsrs of the language. The reloca=
tion centars have been eambed for them, and the supply has never equelled
the demnhde

Many of the recruits are now serving in the Pacific Theatre of war,
and whersvar they have been assigned, thsy have established an gutstending
record of loyalty and devotion to duty.

#ok ok ok kK
liyths It was a common practise among families of Japenese origin to send
ThoTr childran to school in Japan, where they were trained for espionage
and sabotage.

Taob: Prof. Ee K. Strong of Stanford Upiversity, who supervised the most
Thoroughgoing scientific study sver made of the Japanese Amaricans before
the war, wrote in 1934.

"The United States~horn have rsceived their education primarily
in this countrye.eesThe fact that only 13 per cent of tha sscond genera-
tion have received part or all of their schooling in Jopan, couplaed with
the faot that this preference for Jopansse culture is gradually dying
out, tends to disprove the contention that 'large numbers of Japanese
childrenss..raturn /Trom Jap;g7 at o later date loyal and ideal Japanese
citizens's" (The Second-Gemeration Japanese Problem, pe 188)e

A WRA® study of all Amsrican-born citizens of Japanese descent, who
ware svacuated to relocation centers, showsd that 72.7 per cent of them
had never bs:zn to Japan. Another 1l4.4 par cont, though they had visited
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the Orient, had received mno schoolimg thers. Only 12.2 per cent had
attended echool in Japan for thre: ysars, or mores. (Note agreemeht with
Profe. Strongs' percentagee) ..ceo:s

These figures clearly show that the practice of sending children
to Japan for schooling had almest cesasasd before the outbréak of the war,

Of the total numbsr of rslocation center residents who had studiead
in Jupen for threses.yscrs or more, 26.8 per cent wera 40 years of age, or
oldsr. Their Japanese schooling had been réceived before the military
clique gained powor by assassinating and othsrwise overpowcring the
‘liberal leadsrs who pravailed in Ahe Japanese govarmeent prior to 1930

The study further revesals that many young men returned to Amsrice
to avoid service in the Japanese wrmy, and that many ars now serving with
the Army of the United States in ell thectsrs from Burmo and the Philip-
pines to Italy and the Westsrn Front. : 1 [

To support the charge that American-born Jaoponsse have aided the
enemy, the rumor has bsen circulated that Japonese airmen, forcsd down
in Howaii during the ctiack on Peorl Harbor, wers found wearing Hawaiian
high school rimgs ond carrying Honolulu strest cur tokens. This rumor
wes chsekod by Robert J. Cosey, of the Chiecago Duily News, who arrived
in Honolulu one wosk after tha attask. He intervicwed the Navy surgeon
in charge of all snemy woundad, who had examined some sight corpsas taken
from the plane wreckagse. According to Casey's report, the surgeon said,
"I*ve heard thot story. But I never -sow any rings. I nevar saw any ‘
strsat car tokesns. None of the pilots had much of anything in his pocksts.
Nons wors any jewslry. Only one had a wotch," ‘

- Akl Aol ok

Ifythes The Japanese in Califormia dsliberately concoentrated in strategic
areas to bs nsar important military installations.,

Foct: The vost majority of the Jupanasse who lived near important mili-
Tary imstallations when the war began, had bsen settled in the same
localities long before they became military sites.

"eseThe main geographic pattern of Japansse population was fixad
many years ago with refsrsnce to economic, social and soil conditions,
Limited occupationnl outlats and social pressures encouraged their con~
centration near their initial points of antry on ths Pacific Coaste That
these points may now be nsar certain strategic military and industrial
areas is no proof of g dicbolical purpose on the part' of Jopanese Amori-
canse” (Us Se Suprame Court Justice Murphy, in Korematsu vs. the United
D L L ) .

Thsy concantrstod around the periphsriés of lerge cities to be
nooar marksts for their truck crops, along main highways whare they could
operate vegetable stonds, and in' the vieinity of vegetableepacking plants,
(Sea Prejudice, by Carey licWilliams, p. 84.)

The statement has often been made Lo support ths chorgs that they
settled purpossfully in strategic areas, that approximately 72 por cant of
the Cclifornia Juponese lived in seven countiss: Les Angelcs, Sacraomento,
San Froneisco, Alemasdn, Fresno, Son Joaquin, and Santa Clara. Those who
havs used ths stetemont have usually failed, howsver, to add that more

’
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than two~thirds of tha entire population of Californie lived in these
somg countiss. '

In 1940, these seven counties were inhabited by more than 75 per
cont of the forsign-born Germans in the Stalbe, and 79 psr eent of the
German aliens, In the some counties lived 68 per gent of the foreigne-
born Italians, and 67 per cent of the Italion alians, 1 -

Two communities ars fyraquently eited %o support the allegation that
the Japonsse chose impertant military sites for colonization: (1) Torminal
Island, and (2) the San Francisco=Oakland bay region.

Tha sattlement of Jopanese fishermen on Terminal Island begar in
1901 and increased until 1907 when it was rather abruptly haltad by the
"Gentlemen's Agresment." Thereafter, the colony grew mainly as a result
of the immigration of the parents, wives, and minor children of the
fishsyman already there. By 1917, it had arrived clese to its maximum
development. Roosevelt Naval Bass and Reaves Fisld, which have given
zilitarv significance to the island, were not established until long
afterward,

The total population of forsign-bern Japanese in the San Francisco-
Oakland metropolitan district in 1940 was 4,676. In the same area lived
24,387 foreign-born Germons and 42,861 forazign-born Italians.

Rk ko ieakok

Myths *There is no way to distinguish loyal Japoness Americans from the
disloyale Even those who profess loynlty may be secretly disloyals 5

Fact: There is no way to distinguish the loyalty of any person, regord=-
Tess of ancestry, except by his words and dsedse. Unquestionably, loyal
words sometinmes mask disloyal hearts. Gerhord Williem Kunze, the
notorious German Bund leeder who was sentenced to fifteen years in prison
for obtaining military information for Germany and Japan, stoutly pro-
claimed his loyalty to the United States. "We're one hundred per cemtl :
Bmaricen,” he declared, refarring to the Bunde "The only purpose of

the Bund is to make better Amsricans of those of German bloods" (Under
Cover, by Johm Roy Carlson, pe. 46.) Willipm Dudlsy Pelley, equally o
notorious leadsr of the Silver Shirts who was also sentenced to fifteen
years in prison, consistently mainmtained that hs was heart and soul for
Amaerica, - 5

John 8. Farnsworth, who racsived a four year sentence for giving
eid to Japon, was a former Lisutenant Commander in the United States
Navye (Bastrayal from the Beste, by Alan Hynd, pp. 62, 91.) Harry Thomas
Thompson, sentenced to riftéen years, was a former yeoman ifi the United
States Navy. (Ibid, ppe 51, 86.) Ralph Townsend, also convictad, was a
former American consular officiale. (Under Cover, ppe 413, 414.) Joseph
Hilton Smyth, sentenced to saven ycars, was o séion of an old Puritan
fomily of Plymouth, Mass. (Betrayal fram the East, pp. 246,255.) Mrse
Velvalas Dickinson, sentenced to ten ysars, had bsen born, raised, and
educated in California. (N. Y. Times, July 29, Aug. 15, 1944.) These
persons were all convicted of giving aid to Japan, Others convicted of
ths same offense were Walksr Grey Matheson, David Ryder, Fredsrick Vincsnt-
Williams, and Arthur Clifford Reade All had posed as good Américans
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before they were convictsds None of these names has a Japanese origin, .
There is no comparable case involving any psrson of Japanese descanta

There have been notably few convictions of Japanese Americans for
vioJations of any of the provisions of the wartime naotional security laws.
In July, 1942, six months before the svacuess were questiontd regarding
their loyalties, Tsutomu Obano was sentenced to serve from two to six months
for failing to comply with the Foresign Agents Registration Act; end in
August, 1944, three Japanese Amsrican girls (the Shitara sisters) were
convicted of aiding two German war prisoners to escape in Colorado. The
light sentence given to Obana is evidencs thaet the court did not consider
him a serious offender, In the latter case, Federal Judge Je. Foster Symes
declared that, after listening to all the evidence, hs "did not believe
that the defendants had any intent to harm the United States or help the
German govermment,” (Denvsr Post, Auge 11, 1944,) The only other con=
victions have besen in cases involving the National Selsctive Service law,
or testing the constitutiomnlity of the ewvacuatioh and military curfew
orders.,

On the other hand, thousands of Japanese American boys have proved
their loyalty to the United States by serving cgainst the eneamy in every
theater of war, and no unit in the Army of the United States has won
highor praise than the 100th Infantry Battalion, composed almost sntirzaly
of Amsricans of Japanese descent, The 442nd Combat Regiment of Japancse
Americans, which joined the 100 Battalion on the battle front in June,
1944, has also set a remarkable racord for excellent parformancs and
gallantry in action, In Marchy- 19455 tthesWartBepabimant reported thebo
A Setadaef .17,60000egonoedrincricans had bzan inductad into the AYinye
In the United Statcs, othor thoustnds of Japanoso Americans have proved
thoir loyalty by buying War Bonds, giving blood to the Rad Cross, solvoge
ing scrap iron and papor, and helping to save vital wartime cropse

ook ok sk sk ok ok

Myths A large psrcentags of the people in the relocatikn centzrs have
refusad to swear allegiance to the United Statess

Faoct: In February and March, 1943, the VWar Relocation Authority and the
Army conducted a joint ragistration at the rslocation centers, which ine
volved asking every resident, sighteen years of age or oldsr, to answsr a
series of questions. Question No. 28 was phrased for the citizens as
follows: "Will you swgear unqualified allegionce to the Unitsd States of
America and foreswear any form of allegiance or obadience to the Japanese
Emperor or any other foresign govermment, powsr, or organizatiocn?"

It was racoghizsd that the question’could not be wordsd in the same
monnar for the aliens, who are compelled to remain aliens by our natural-
ization laws, without asking tham to becoms men without a country. Thers-
fore, for them it was wordsd as follows: "Will you swear to ahide by the
laws of the United States and to také no action which wogld in any way
intsrfere with the war effort of the Unitad Statesg"

Of the 74,466 persons who replied to the question in one form or
the other, 87 per cent answered it with an unqualified "yes."

The expsrisnces of evacuation, loss of property, and several months
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in relocation centers had embittersd many of the people and made them
highly suspicious of the motives of the Govermmente lMany of them sus=
pected that the registration was some sort of a trick to put them to
fuprther distresse This sentiment was especially evident in the qualified
answers to Question Noe 28 =- answers such as "Yes, if my civil rights
are rastored¥, "No, not until the Govermment recognizes my rights under
the Constitutione®

. As the purpose of the proceddre became better understood, many
people who had answered "ne" to Question Noe 28, or who had qualified
their answers; expréssed a desire to chango them., These changes were
permitted, and on April 25, 1944 (when the last tabulation was made ),
more than 90 per cent of all rogistrants had answered “yes" to Question
No. 28, without qualification.

Kk Ekk%k

Myths Less than 2 per cent of the Japinsse Amorican population of the
Urnited -States mainland and Hawaii has been inducted into military sere
vice, ¥hile more than 10 per cent of the total populatian has been ine=
ducteds .

Fact4¢ This myth, givem ourrency by tho Hood River (Oregon) Post of The
Thofiean Legion, is disereditsd by the following figures:

Population Inductaed into Army
Uy S Mainland and Hawaii ¥. S. Mainland and Hawoii  Psrcentage
. census of 1940 War Department records

March 13, 1945

Japanese AmEricana...284,852.............'17,612......-..,..........6.2
All ancestrias...152;092,605...........9,500,000 (APPTOX-).-.,.,-010702

Actually ths difference is only one per cent, in spite of the faet
that the Nissi were almost wholly excluded from induction under Selestive
Servics procedurss for a period of more than two ycars following Pearl
Harbore

dkokkkkkk
Mzzh: Nisei soldiers are not usesd in the Pacifie theater bscause the
Army does not trust thsm to fight agoinst the Japancses

Facts Japonese Americons ars serving with the United Statds Armmy in
overy battle aresa of-the Paoific and in Burmae Ths news jtems, listed
bslow, have been sclacted from many newspapareaccophﬁs of Nisel ser=-
vice in the Pacific, to indicote how widely they are scattarod,

IWO JIMA ;
"WITH THE MARINES OF IWQ, Febe 28sseTwo groups of IMsei landed with
the Marines on IWoolsland == one osach with the 4th and 5th Divisiond"
(Chicogo Sun, March 3, 1945,)

LEYTE, KWAJLLEIN, ENIWETOK '

' TITTED STATES JANY PACIFIC HEADQUARTERS, Fob. 16 (AP)e Frank Te

Hoehiya, one of the 16 Japansse whose names havs been stricken fram the
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county memorial roll by the Hood River (Oroge) Amorican Lc,glon Post,
disd while performing & dangerous voluntcer m:Lssion, the Army reported
yesterdxy.

"Hachiya, attoched o the 7th Divi sion, wds wounded fatally on
Leytse Doce 30, He died Januory 3 after rost of the men in this regimont
voluntsered to give him blood transfusionsess °

"He had served 'bnrough the Kwnjelein ond Eniwatok lnvasionse
* (Weshington Star, Febe 16, 1%5.)
NEW GUINEA, ADMIRALTY ISLANDS, LEYTE, MAWILA

TANIL e seslrnie 18 0 Jw.pam,se, o Msei borm in Los fngeleseseOne
of the first 26 Nisei to be sent to this theator, Ernie has been over=
scas for 26 monthse.eiie hos baen through the Noew Guinoa, Adniralty Islands
and Leyte compaignse." (Los Angeles Times, iforch 5, 1945,)

SAIPAN

.

"WITH THE UNITED ST.TES 3rd FLEET IN THE PACIFIC....I"“L ramindad
of one /Japonsse American/named Kube, & sorgeant in the irmY. &f the United
States who sarved on SaipeneseThsrs camo o time in those cru»l hzartebreck=
ing and incrodible days, whils tha Amaricons wore trylng to round up Jap
clmll)ans, when Kubo proved his .merioenisme" (Milwaukse Jourmal, Jon, 28,
1945,

BURMA :
T, “Ten thousand American=born thildren of Jupaness immigrents fipght .
now in the United States Army and some in this Theatsr., Their presence
in CBI was for a long tims a military seecrazt. For their oim protection
thoy wers not publicizod ..ethore always was and still always will be
“the *possibility ‘of capturd By ths ernamy, whigh for the Nisei would msan
no picnice.
s-evees Mindar the vell of protdctive secrdey, however, stubborn, sturdy
fighting Niseis grew to tha staturs of herosse"

(CeBeI. Roundup, o wsekly newspapaer of

the United States Army Forces, publishe

ed by and for the men in China, Burma

and India, Sapte 14, 1944,)

BOUGAINVILLE, SOLQMON ISLANDS

"The Sola erts Medol is awarded to Mastor Sgbte Susumu Tpyada for
heroism and bravery near Torokina, Bougainville, British Solomon Islands,
on June 29, 1944." (BExtract from Tar Department citation.)

SQUTH PACIFIC

- "These Japanssd are Amaricans = Americaneborm Nisei and soldiers
~in tho U.S, Army, who have been sarving with Mmine detachments in the
Pacific islandsaees

"1They have the respect of the Marines because thay are good
Americenssoldiers and we realized tho risks they ars exposed to, in event:
they ars captured by tha‘dtemy,! sald Lte Newsllees"
: (Chicago Deily News, April 19, 1944; inter-

view with Marine Lieutenont Robert Je Hawsll

ATTU, ALEUTLAL ISLANDS
mJapancse soldiers of American bn.rth in addition to flgntirg Nazis

it

*Ed. Notes Hachliyn's neme was not among those stricken from the roll,
although he is a native of Hood River and ebtendsd High School there
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in Italy, have fought agoinst Nipponese soldisrs in ths Pacific thsater
of wayr, it was disclosed fiednesdiye *
"Sergt, Kunihiro Nakno, a Japonese American formerly of Sncrge--
mento, Calif,.earrived at the war relocation csntor at Heart Mountain
as a veteran of hand-to-hand combat at Attus"  (Denver Post, Octe 13, 1943,)

NEW GUINEA
I/3 Ken Omura, Seattla=born Jopansse, was dpowned in New Guinea,
Morch 19, while on actdve duty in the Army," -
(Seattle Post-Intelligoncer, April-15,
(~=a1944,) ;

»

ok ook g ok

Myth: After the war began, not o single Jopanese American gave. infore
mation agoinst any member of his racs to the Unitsd States Intelligsnce
agencies,

Fact8% This change has besen refutsd mony times by cuthorities in full
possession of the facts. The Fourth Intsrim Report of the Tolan Committee
{pe 162%L seqs. ) contoins various rafsrencass to the assistance given by
Japanese fmsricans to the FBI, Naval Intslligencs, and Militery Intslli-
gencs. The truth about .the charge im well presented in a statement by Dr,
Galen Fishor in the Christian Cantury of August 18, 1943, P, 937,

"It has boon loos:aly chgrgéd that ths Nisci have not aidcd the
cuthoritiss in discovoring demgsrous Japnnese rosidents. The folsity
of these allepations have dsen proved by intelligsnc: offic~rs. both in

awail and on the moinland, as-well as by informzd civilians, It is
trus thibrbhe great majority of the Nisoi did not give such aild, «nd
the sams could presumably be scid of German=imoricanse The chief role
son is that most of them had no information to give, any morzs than most
white citizens.eeslet some of the intalligence officers spsak for theme-
selvess On August 10, 1942, ons wrote me:

"*'I personally Mmow at lsast fiftesn intelligence officsrs who
have recaived continual cid from ths group of loycl and patriotic Nisei
attached to sach, and have in consaquance bezn of graat service to the
Unitsd States in ohtaining information regarding disleyal cnd suspicious
Japanese. There are inmumerable cases that I could give youl.t"

s ) e 5 S it soensee '

"lMany of ths Nisei voluntarily contributed valuabls anti~-subver-
sive information to this (intelligence agancy) and other govarnmental
agenciess The Japaness consular staff, tho Central Japansss fissocia- i
tion, and othars known to be sympathetic to the Japcnese did not theme
selves trust the Jisei." -

{An anonymous intelligence officer in Harpsr's licgazine,
Oct. 1942,)

.

LA N NN W ]

"Common gossip out hers was thet not one Japansss had informsd on
another, On ths highest eauthority I was assured that the contrary waos
true, and that mony patriotic Jopanese have turned in suspects of thair

L 'a Pl
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own race and sven of thsir own familiss."
(Joseph Driscoll in the NyY. Herald=Tribuns, Jan. 31, 1943.)

e stk ok ok ok
Myth: During the attack on Pearl Horbor, ths Hawaiian Japansse blockad the
roads, signaled the attackers, and engaged in numerous other activities to
assist the enomy and homper the defendars.

Facts "There wers no acts ‘of sabotaga in the city and county of Honolulu
December 7, nor have there been any reported to ths polics department since
that datg. Poliee department had charge of traffic on Pearl Harbor road
from Pearl Harbor to Honolulu shortly af'tor bombing startsd with sevaral
officers on duty therzse Thers was no delibsrats blocking of traffic during
December 7 or following that date by unauthorized psrsonse®

(cablsegram from Honolulu Chiof of Polics Gabrislson to Tolan

Committee, March 14, 1942,)

"There have been no known acts of sabaotage, espionage or fifth
column activity committed by the Japaness in Hawoii eithar on or subsc-
quent to December 7, 1941,"

(Cols Kondall J. Fialder, Chief of lHlitory Inteclligsence, Howoiian

. Department; the Christicn Csntury, iug. 18, 1943, p, 937)

"¥Mr. John Edgar Hoovar, Dirzsctor of the Federal Bursau of Investigae-
tiom, has informed me that thore was no sebotags committod thar° (in Hawaii)
prior to December 7, on Dacembar 7, or subssquant to that time,

{Assistant ,ttornoy=-Gsnsral Rowe, April 20, 1942; Tolan Commlttvv,

Fourth Interim Rzport, p. 49)

esevcses

The War Despartment has racesived no information of sabotage committed
by Japansse during the attock on Psarl Huarbor,"

(Hone Honry L. Stimson, Secratary of War, larch 30, 1942; Tolan

Committse, Fourth Intsrim Report, pe. 48),

[ X R R N =N ]
PN

"Where were the Japansse on thot Sundey (Dscamber 7), if they were
not sobotaging? Hundrads of thom were actively helping defond the terri-
tory, as mombors of the Oohu Citizens Befenss Committes. Voluntssr truck
dfiveors, they rushad to their assembly points, strippad their d‘11v=ry
trucks of their contents, inserted frames prepared to hold four stretchars,
and went tearing out to Pearl Harbor to toke the woundsd to hospitals.

Some of these Japanese got thors so promptly that their trucks were hit

by flying shrapnel or machinesgun bullats from “the road-strafing Jap plansse
The presence of the Japansse drivers and their scarred cnd pock-marksd
trucks undoubtadly gave risc to bhe rumor that guns had besn amployad to
clear the highway of Japs who ware blocking the road %o Pesarl Earbor."

(Nelson Pringls, CBS broadcaster, Octe 5, 1942.)

LR N R

L
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"All the indications are that there was no sabotage at Pearl Harbor,
according to all the evidence..."

(Hon. John M. Costello, former Congressman from California and mem=-

ber of the Dies Committee; Bulletin of Americats Town Meating of

the Air, July 15,1943, p. 19.)

K koK oKk

Myth; The Army evacuated all persons of Japanese ancestry from the West
Coast because they were considered, as a group, to be disloyal and dan-
gerous to the National security,

Fadts This charge is most effectively answered by the action of the War _
Department in lifting the West Coast exclusion orders, on January 2, 1945,
and clearing the great majority of the evacuees to return to-their hémes
without further investigation or hindrance of any kind. Regardless of
the reasons-which made mass evacuation appear to be a military necessity
in early 1942, the rescinding of the exclusion orders is indisputable
evidence that the War Department, after careful study, arrived at the con=
clusion that-only a small number of the evacuees were questionable from
the standpoint of the national sédynity.

sk ok ook ok

Myths The Japanese race is fundamentally dishonest, secretive and gener=
ally untrustworthy,

Facts 1In 1933, Stanford University Press published the results of an ex=
Tensive study, supervised by Dr. E. K. Strong, Jr., Professor of Psycho=
légy, to ascertain the "eBducational and occupational epportunities offered
to American citizens of Oriental races." This study was financed by a
$40,000 grant from the Carnegie Corporation of New York, and it included
the only thorough, scientific investigation ever made into the honesty of
the Japanese in California. The conclusion drawn from the study reads as
follows:

"As far as these results goess, they give no warrant for claiming
that the Japahese as a class are more dishonest than Americans, There are
undoubtedly rascals in both groups. The most extreme conclusion which
could be based on these data would be to claim two or three per cent
more dishonest Japansse than Americans, on the ground that poor credit
ratings mean dishonesty. The more conservative conclusion is that the
differences in credit ratings represent inexperience far more than dis-
honesty, and that, all in all, the differences betwesn Japenese and whites
are too slight to be considered significant." {(Vocational Aptitudes of
Second-Generation Japanese in the United States, pe 154e) :

XX .

"Adaptability is an important trait, possibly the most importamb,
in earning a living. The two rough measures of it, in terms of delim-
quency~crime and honesty, indicate that the Japanese are superior in this
respecg to many immigrant groups who ‘have come to this country." (Ibid,
J RV i I
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- Phe experience of WRA officinls who have interviewed Japanese .
Americans on matters relating to loyalty, ‘and who have studied the re-
sults of the interviews, has indicated that, instead of being dishonest
and secretive, they are surprisingly fraonk and naive, Information ob=-
tained from them regarding visits to Japan, dual citizenship, and former
employment, tallied almost in every instance with information collected
by the FeB.I. and Army and Navy intelligence agenoies,

.
s (e P
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Myths The birth rate of the Japanese in'America is much hiéﬁer than that
of other Americans. They multiply at an alarming rote,

. Facts; The U.S. Census, 1940, shows that the birth rate among Japanese
Americans in every state on the West Coast was lowsr than the birth rate
of the general population, including people of all ancestries,

Birth rate among Birth rate of total
« Japanese Americuns population, all ancestries,

Californiasrssessh 15,8 per thousandesessessssses 1641 per thousand
Oregon-........... 1545 per thousandesseessscnees 1644 per thoudand
W&Shiﬂgton-.---... JoLsut per GhHonBand § iewacaivavens 16,2 per thousand

s Census figures show, further, that the number'of,japanese Amerie
can births has been decreasing steadily since 1920, ° .

Number of births Number of Births ' Number of births

-

im 1920 "7 .+ <« + in 1930 in 1940

C&lifornia....... 5,032 cuc.iuQ:‘oouooo.o 2,52400.-0-0-0..00-1,480
Oregon......-.... i e | oonooo-fo:ﬁn;o-oo 75..00'0'0;'0000 63
.:"vas}lington..|.... 1’160 .......:.-.'....' 375.'.‘..’.......' 171

"Their birth rate during the past decade has been insufficisnt
to balance mortality and emigration." (Tolan Fourth Interim Report,
p. 91.) ey Lo

¢ e sk ok R ek Sk

The Japanese cannot be Amsricanized or assimilated intd American
The congregate in "Little Tokyos" td preser¥e their Japanese cul=-

"To the extent that 'assimilation is a problem, it is largely the
result of certain social conditions and laws of the American general
publice. Studies demostrate that persons of Japanese descent are readily
suscoptible to integration in our sdcidty if given the opportunity,"
(UeSs Supreme Court Justice Murphy, in Korematsu vs. the United States,

Pe 18.) 3 ¢

secsvsos e

"The word *assimilation! has two meanings," as David Starr
Jordon, President of Stanford University, pointed out at the hearings
of the U, S, Immigration Committee in 1928%-"interbreeding and the
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comprehension of political and social conditionse" There has been very
little intermarriage be%ween the Japanese and Caucasians in the western
states; as a matter of faét, in three of the states where they were main-

ly concantrated (Arizona, California, and Washington), it has bsen pro=
hibited By lawe. In the "comprehension of political and sqcial conditions,”
However, Dre. Jordan stated that "the young Japanese are more readily assimi-
lated than people of several Eurcpean.racas,’ (Hearings before the Immie-
grotion Committee, Us Se Senate, 68th Congress, First Session, Ps 60)

seedsnee

»

This point of view had beon strongly supported, some years earlier,
by the Immigration Commission appointed in 1907 to "make full inquiry,
examination, and investigotione..into the subject of immigration." Come
posed of three senators, three representatives, and thres laymen appointed
by the President, the Commission published its findings in 42 volumes,
Volume 25, publlshed in 1911, is entitled, Japanese and Dther Immigrant
Reoes. As. the Pacific Coast and Rocky Mountain Stig‘g.

" .eeslfhen compared with other races employed in similar kinds of
labor in the same industry," the report stated (pe 149), "the Japanese
show relatively rapid progress in acquiring a speocking knowledge of
English, Their advanes has bean much more rapid than that of the Chinese
and Mexicans, who show little interest in 'American!'! institutions. During
their first flve years of residence a groater proportion have learned to
speak Bnglish thon most of the South and East European racesess The pro=-

ress of the Japanese is due to their great eagesrness to learn, which has
oVFeome more obstaclos Than have Been encountored by most of the other
races, obstacles of racs prejudice, of segragation, and of wide differences

In Ianguage."

(AR E RN RN

More recent confirmation of the same viewpoint is contained in
Dre. Edword K. Strongt!s book, entitled "The Second-Gensration Japanese
Problem", based on an extens1vu .study of the subject under o $40 000
grant from the Carnegie Corporation, This book was published in 1934,

"Perusal of the literature indicotes," Dr. Strong says (pe 27)
"that few recogfiized authorities on either side (of the Japaness contro=
versy) ‘would deny that second-and certainly third-generation Japanese
lack the mental qualities necessary. for cultural assimilation. The ques=
tion does mot apply to the first generation, for cultural assimilation is
never accomplished by any first genera tion."

L B
»

Mony other immigrant people, limited in ability to speak the
English language, have congregated in separate communities. New York,
Cleveland, Detroit,” Chicago, and other cities have had =- and still
have, to some extent -- colonies of Italians, Poles, Russions, and other
notionalities., The midwest has had its rural settlements of Scandi-
navians and Germans, They gathered together to have nékghbors whose
language and customs they understood, and for economic reasons. These
reasons, also influenced the colonization of the Japanesg, who were free
quently not welcomed in other communitics,
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"Segregation of immigrants is csrtainly not peculiar to the
‘Japancse, ‘but is a rdle of immigrant sdttlemente.esfihere colour is added
to culture as a distinguising characteristic of the newcomer, it pro=
vides a further incentive for the members of the group to segregate and to
“agt as a unite" - (The Japanese Conadians, by Young and Reid, pa 24)

SR eEveses : .

]

’ © At the tlme of the evancuation, ‘in 1942 the "ILittle Tokyos" on the
West Coast were alrsady on the wane. Accordlng to Carey McWillimes
{Prejudice, p. 88), "As the Nisei reached maturity, there was o signifie
cant trend away from Little Tokyo. In 1928 one observer reported that,
in Los Angeles, there were 203 Japanese-operated fruit stands, 292 gro=-
cery stores, 74 florist shops, 69 nurseries, 108 restaurants, and 68
dry-cleaning establishments which hod most of their. dealings with none
Japonese customerse. Over a period. of Yyears thers was unquestionabtiy o
slow but steady expension cut of Iattla Tokyo."

A 31m11 rrtrend was noted by. Young ond Reid (The JaponesesGana-
dians, Pe 72) in a ccreful study conducted in British Columbla. In
Vancouver, the authors state, Uthe Japanaso are found in commercial
énterprises in significant numbers not only in their own areas of settle~
ment where, incidentally, thay cater to Whites as well as Japanese, but
nlso to a ramurkable extent, 211 ovsr the city whare thelr only" customers
ere whites."

Another statement in the same book ( pe 145), which wos published
in 1938 "under the .ouspices of The Canadinn Nationnl Committee for Mental
Hygiene and The Canadian Institue of Internmational Affeirs™, is unques=-
tionably as true of®the conditions thot prevailed on the West Coast of
the United Stautes as it was of the conditions in British Columbia: "The
second generation of the Jaopanese Conadians, in spite of what their
critics may say to the contrary' 6hd'ih spite of what thejr parents may
do k0 have it otherwise, ore no more Japanese than their parents are
Canadian, They live in our houses, wear our clothes, eat our food,
attned our schools, speak our 1anguaga, read qur books, join our churches,
go to'our movies, play our sports, sing our songs, and salute our flogs,
Since they do these things, and sifice thay are human and therefore are
affected by the experience, it is o denial of the obvious to ignore the

fect that they are in the procass of bectming Conndian,”

[N NN NN
. «

: Competent obsarvers'on ths reception of Nisei in Japan have re=
markdd on their lack of weléome there, and on their failure to-adjusdb -
themselves to Oriental 1life, (See The Rising Sun of Japan, by Randau
and Zugsmith, pe«99-100; The Japondde Canadians, pe 146,)

The Americanization of the Nisei is espdeially evident in their
school achlevemunts. they are eager for educatlon. =
"Although they ‘¢ccome ‘frem an economic level appr301ably Iowér than
that of the white Amorican students, o much higher parcentage of them
attend the undversitiss and nollsges." (Christendém, Vol. VII, No. 2,
1942, p¢ 201, )

P
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"The Japansese immigronts...toke advantagé of the opportunities
presented by educational institutions to an extent probably unsurpassed
by any other immigrant group...” (The Japonese Canadisns, p. 132.)

Many of them have won good citizenship awards, scholarships, and
other scholastic honors; they have been elected to class offices and
imporsanttpositions in the student bodies; they have starred in American
sportss. (See Brief of Japanese Americen Citizens League, Korematsu Case,
pp. 161, 182, 163, 164,) MNony hove achiaved high recogniation in The
arts and sciencesy” ' .

"o

The final and most conclusive proof, however, is the remarkable
record of the 442nd Regimental Combat ‘Peam, which rescued the "Lost
Battalibn" in France, and has set a record of. gallantry unsurpassed by
any other unit in the Army of the United States. (See Nisei in Uniform,)

§ e
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Myths: The presence of Japansse workers in any community lowers the stane
dard of living, since they work for lower wages dnd are content to live
in hovels, :

Fact: The living standard of any people, regardless of racz or ancestry,
is determined, in a larga-mecasure, by their opportunities to make a decent
living, The Fourth Interim Report of the Tolan Committee (pp.62 to 72)°
clearly shows thob: the Japemase in €alifornia were constamtly striving to
overcome the many handicaps that forced them, when they first arrived as
immigronts, to accept low wages or starvé., "Very few Japanese were ems
ployed as skilled workers in factories or workshops; there was o plenti-
ful supply of other immigrants to fill such positions; their inability
to understand English required their working in groups under an inter-
preter; they were opposed by labor unions.e.slost of the Japanese who did
not become domestics worked in the railroads, in canneries, lumber mills,
mines, farms, and various .oitw trades.” After 1909, however, the number
"‘of Japanese in nomadic, low=-paying employment began to decrease, owing
"'to their ineclination, the Tolan Report states, "to shift to occupations
which offered asless nomadic existence, greater profit, or independent
status.® (p. 63.,) -"Many of the Japanese gradually left the industries
into which they had originally been dispersed. In search of higher
earnings, more satisfactory living conditions, and occupations to which
they were better adapted by natural bent and ezperience, they tended to
seek the level which they had enjoyed in their native land." (p. 64.)

Mony authoritative rsferences may be cited to show that the West
Coast Japanese were constantly striving to raise the wage scale in the
industries. that employed them: ] ' :

"eesThe Japanese club secretaries, camp managers, and bosses bew
came successful bargainers, authorited to speak for the whole body of
men they represented, familiar with prevailing wage rates in the region
and for the particular crop., Under their direction, through strikes and
boycotts, particularly at harvest time, the Japanese were able to secure
wage increases until their rates equaled and surpassed those ‘of white
workers." (Tolan Report, p. 67.)

"they (the Japanese) have reduced the workday from 12 to 11 hours




~18-
and by means of strikes have raised the wages of all races.u (Prejudice,

p. 93)

As they obtained better incomes which”enabled them to acquire a few
dollars more than necessary to finance a bare existence, they sought bet-
ter homes and better opportunities for their children,

‘oo -~ iMost. of the Japanese families are of course living in homes built
for them as tenants or laborers and these are usually no better than those
erected elsewhere to serve the same purpose, With land ownership, better
homes are built..." (The Japanese Problem in the United States (1915),
by H. A. Millies, p, 164,)

Pe v e v

"...As the Japanese got ahead and could afford to do so, he alsa
moderated his habits of excessive teil. If he owned land, he built a
little bungalow, gave his chlldren music lessons and planned to send them
to college.

"The writer has in his posséssion two very interesting and contrast-
ing snap-shots which he took in the summer of 1933. One is a rough shack
inhabited by a Japanese family at oné snd and used as a barn at the other,
with a vegetable and packing room between, The.second picture shows an
attractive ‘modern bungalow, which had a well-kept garden and a gold-fish -
pond, and, behind it, a large well-painted fruit-packing housz. The two .
pictures represent two stages o0f Japanese development, The fitst 1s _wherecthey
began and the second is where they wish to go," (Orientals in American
Life, by Albert W. Palmer, pp. 55-56.) ;

cecs s v
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¥ "That the standard of* living of the Japanese will at least equal

that of the White groups in a comparatively short time is indicated by

the rapid progress already made by the Japanese.,. The remarkable ‘advance

of the standard of living‘of the group since the beginning of the century...
is evidenced by the standard of riving of the Jqpane3e at the present time...
bime.,. There is conclu51ve evidence of economic and soc1al progress on

the part of ‘the Japanese (The Japanese Canadians, pp. 79, 80, 81,)

EYRVRVRVRVRVAVRVY
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Myth: Japanese Americans are mainly stoop laborers and domestic workers.
Fact: The 1940 Census reported A3,69l paid workers of Japanese descent
fourteen years of age or older, in California, Oregon, and 'iashington.
There were 8 »307 paid farm laborers, who were probably employed, for the
most part, in stoop labor jobd in the vegatable and small fruit industries.
1

The farm operators and managers, who may have beeén engaged in some
stoop labor but who were prlmarily in the same classification with farmers
of other raeces, numbered 7,00, There were 3,541 domestic workers in the
three states,

On the other hand, 5,512 persons were employed in clerical, sales,
and kindred occupations. There were 5,491 proprietors, managers, and
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" officials of business enterprises; 3,517 operatives and kindred workers in
various types of industries; and 1,157 professional- workers. They were
engaged in the manufacture of lumber, furniture, paper, chemicals, petrol-
eum and coal products, leather goods, iron and steel, machinery, and many
other articles of commerce. Nearly 5,000 were employed in food and dairy
products stores; 1,478 worked at laundecring, cleaning, and dyeing; 1,335
worked in hotels and lodging houses.

In other words, census figures show that nearly three-quarters of
the paid workers, including both Issei and Nisci, were employed in a wide
range of occupations not classified as either farm labor or domestic work.

Immigrants from Japan, before they became adjusted to life in
America, were cmployed almost exclusively as low-grade laborers and menials.
As they becamc acquainted with American ways, however, they sought to im~
prove their economic position. Probably no other group of immigrants,
confronted with so many obstacles at the outset, has equaled the progress
of the Japanese in adapting themselves to the wide scope of American in-
dystry and commerce.

(V3
N
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Myth: American farmers of Furopean descent can not compete with farmers
Japanese descent, Vherever the Japancse congregate, the Caucasian farmers
are forced out.

Fact: The Report of the U.S. Immigration Commission, the Tolan Report, and
many other authoritative references state that the Japanese Americans en-
gaged gainly im growing crops that were not extensively grovn by Caucasian
farmers. No peal competition could exist under these gord tions, There

is elso plentiful proof that, in those areas where the Japapesy Amerlcans
were chiefly congregated, they were pioncers in farming virgin land, or
land that was not wanted by Caucasian farmers,

"Nearly all of the Japanese farming is of the intensive type, re-
quiring much care and handwork. It is of the kind the market places a
premium upen, but which the ordinary American farmer is slow to engage in."
(Th§ Japanesc Problem in the United States, by Prof. H. A, killis, pp. 89-
g0.

"There can be no doubt that the extensive leasing by them (the
Japanese) about Newcastle and in a few other localities has caused prospec-
tive settlers to locate elsewhere, and the white population in some neigh-
borhoods has actually diminished... But it should be noted in this con-

cction that in some communitics much of the land leased was reclaimed and
reduced to cultivation by Japanese, or was first devoted to intensive
farming by them... The instances where the prices rcalized for crops have
been adversely affected as a result of Japaness competition are compara-
tively few, As a matter of fact, where their acrcage has been added to
that productively used in the community, it has gencrally been devoted to
growing crops not extensively grown by white farmers." (Report of U.S.
Immigration Gommission, Part 25, Vol, 1, pp. 86-87,)
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"They (the Japanese) were engafed chiefly in raising sugar béets in
Utah, Colorado, and Idaho, berries and vegetables in Washington and Oregon,
and in California varied intensive ecrops.-- vegetables, berries, deciducus
fruits, grapes, melons, and hops. The specialization of Japansse farmers
was. extreme," (Tolan Committeec, Fourth Interim Report, p. 6%)
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"mhe concentration {in the production of vegetublns, berrics, and
small fruits) resulted from a trial-and-error experimentation with other
types of agriculture... By 1930, they (ithe Japanese) had abandoned almost
every other type of agriculture, Expericnce had shown that they could not
compete successfully in other types of farming," (Prejudice, by Carey ¢
Mc.illiams, p. 86)
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In the March 1, 1924, issuc of The Country Gentleman, the leading
article, by Robert Welles Ritchie, discussed the Japaness problem in Cali-
fornia, "scrupulously avoiding any cortroversial bizs" according to the
author's declaration. This paragraph appears in it:

"The three areas of greatest Japanese concentration then (in 1920),
as now, were in the cantaloupc and winter-lettuce fields of the Imperial
Valley, in the extreme southcastern part of the state; in the mountain fruit
centur of Placer County; and in the strawherry flblds, and the potuto,“tvlcry,
onion, and asparagus districts roughly cmbraced in the orm' the Delta,
which lies in the exact center of the statce, Let us be quz_blunt InSvelds
context and say that in the Imperdial Valley and the Delta country the Japan-—
csc never displaced white men, for white nen would nol work theres and in
the mountain fruit district tlhie Chinese, and after them the Japancse, came L.
1n ~— aftar ncquy cvery white Jnan hid cuAt —— and made g2 go of a crippled
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"No small part of the acrcage now controlled by the Japarese in Oregon
has beén 'taken wild'! and reduced to cultivation. This i3 cspecially true
in the vicinity of Hood River,..." (The Japanesc Problsm in the United
States, By H. A. Millis, p. 92.)
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"Much of the land (farmed by the Japanese in Washington) has been
taken as left by the timbermen, thc stumps removed, and reduced to cultiva-
tion by the Japancsu tunants, They have done much to develop the agricul-
tural possibilities’ of thcse communitiés —- morc ‘undoubtedly than any other
race has shown #n inclinatjon to do." (Ibid, pp. $1-2.)
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Myth: The farming methods of the Japanese ruin the soil and cause the land
to deprecmate in valub.

Fact: This charge is denied by Prof. H. A, Millis; whose ‘book, 'The
Japancse Problem in the United States™, is frequentlycited as an uathorlta-
tive study in the Report of the Tolan’ Commlttec. Millis states:
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"The complaint that the Japanesc 'skin' the land and ruin the ore
chards is frequently heard, Most of the Japanese are tenants, and tanant
farming is likely to have such results. No case can be made against the
Japanese as against other tenants, howevers  On the contrary, while one
finds rather numcrous instances in which the landowners have boen diss dtlu—
fied with the Japanesc tenants they have had, the general oplnion is that =
the Japanese are "good farmers and give nather more than less interest than
is usual among tenants to thé care and conscrvation of the properties leased
by them. At Sacramento,.. the president of one large fruit-shipping firm
and thé treasurer of another said that the Japanecse were among the most
carcful and painstaking orchardists, At Fresno, a prominent Amcrican told
mg that he would rather lease his vineyards to Japanese than to farmors of
his owh race béeause they took buttcr ecare of them., The charge that the
Japanese ruin the farms is a charge, which, like many others, on¢ hears
less of the closer he gets to the place wherce the damage is presumed to have
takon place, On the wholc the Japanese are regarded as good farmers dnd
good tenants." (p. 148,)

Myth: Japanese farmers evacuatcd from the West Coast have stubbornly refused
to rclease trucks and farm machinery for the usé of other farmers who des-
perately needed such equipment.

Fact: Very little of the farm equipment owncd by the Japrncse Amcrieans was
left idle when they were evacuated. By far the greater part of it was cither
sold or leased to the tenants who took over th:z operation of the farms after
the owncrs departed, On liay &, 1942, the Farm qﬁcurlty Administration, which
had, charge of the disposal of evacuon-owned farm propérty, reported that
satisfactory disposals had been made of the machifiury on all but thirtcen
farms in Exclusion Area No. 1. It was thu policy of the FSA to Bold the
machirery on the land to the extent that it was necded to kecp the land in
operation,

.. Typical of the grossly exaggorated stories that have been sprod on
the West Coast i1s one reported to thg, WRA by an implement dealer in Sacha~ -
mento, who stated that more than 200 farm tractors, owned by Japanese Aericans,
were standing idle in storage in the Sacramento Valley area, and that he,
himself, knew of approximately 50 idle. tractors in the city of Sacramente,

A repres CHt&thb of the WRA 1mmudiatﬂly ealled upon the dealer, and asiéd
him where the tracters werc stored and who wes custodian of them. A3, a re-
sult the dealer admitted that he knew ef only’ four tractors; the rest of .
his report had been based on hearsay.

»

On another occa51on: Senator Sheridan Downey sent to tha WRA Offle
a copy of a telegram from the Salinas, California, Chamber oi Commerce,. which
stateg that come 500 articles of farm equipment, evned by LVECHCﬁu, was
stored in that vicinity. The telegram declared that the use ef the equip-
ment was essential if the farmers of that copmunity were to mect ‘their food
production goals.

Agnin, a YRA representativg went immediately $0 the ‘source of the
repart and seught the assistance of the Chamber of Commercge. in checking the
accuracy of the information, Implement dealers and many others vho were
presumed to have knowledge of the equipment were intervicwed. ..This survey
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revealed one tractor, twe listers, a ten-foot ring reller, and a land
chisel which were in storage ~- o total of five (nob 500) pieces of farm
eguipment, The Salinas Chambet of Commerce corrected the erroneocus infore
mation given to Senator Downey, in a secor¢ telegram to him, which re-
ceived only a fraction of the publicity given to the first,

The report was published in West Coast newspapers that some 33,000
Japanese~owned automobiles were in storege amd, sonsequently, that more
than 100,000 tires were kept away from persons needing them, An inspection
of the records in the motor vehicle departments in Washington, Oregon, Calife
fornia, and Arizona pevealed that only 352,977 motor wehicles were registered
to Japanese owners before the evacuation; 18,522 of them had been sold
to noneJapanese owners; 3,379 were registered to owners whose names were
not included in the evacuation lists (probably voluntary evacuees who
took the cars with them); 879 wsre owned by Japanese outside of tho exclue
sion areas; and 174 were owned by evacuees released from relocation centers.
Therefore, only 8,923 (not 33,000) vehicles were reeorded as owned by
people living in the relocation centers, Of this number, many had been
left with dealers to be sold, or returned to dealers by purchasers who
ewned ondy a small equity in them; others had been sold and the sales had
not baen recorded,

Theso incidents reveal the mythieal character of the evidence used
as a basis for charges that the evamouacs stubbornly refused to sell great
quantities of idle equipment, It should also be noted that any reluctance
on the part of the evacuces to part with such property would have had
considerable justification, Many of them expootud to return to their West .
Coast homes, and when they raturnsd they wanted uachinery to eultivato

their land, and trucks and cars to be used in thair work.
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Myths The evacuees in the relocation ccntors have been pampored and code
dlod, while Americans imprisoncd by Japan hove riceived inhumen treatment,

Facty This chapge, which provided the basis for an espscially violous came
palgn aganinst the WRA in the early purt of 1943, was carcfully investigatod
by Governor Maw of Utahe Uis comment, after o porsonsal tour of the
Central Utah Relocation Center, was reported in the Salt lake City Tri-
bune, of January 16, 1945, as follows§

"These Japonese are ploncering o projectees Thsy're not living
the life of Riley and they're not being pampored, It's not luxury when
slx persons of o fomily live in a single roome I found that these
thousands are not getting more than their share of coffes, sugar, meat,
or oyy othir commoditys The ration regulations are rigidly adharad to
by tie project director's staff,"

Byvery statement madoe to support tho charge that the evacuses have
been pampgred has boon proved to be untruce In April, 1943, the War
Relocation Authority issusd o memorandum refuting a series of accusations
published by the Denver Post which was specrhcading the attacke Typical .
of the accusations was a statement that WRA hud stored dt Heart Mountuin
"enough food to supply the 10,300 Japs thore for three years, seven months
and two weeks,"




An actual inventory at the center, made two days aftar the Post stote-
ment was published on April 24, rovealod thot the food supply wos suffie-
cient to last only sixty days, which was the mimimum period for safoty.

On July 17, 1943, the War Department rnd th> Wor Relocation Autho=-
rity issued a joint statement through tThe Director of Wor Mobilization
whieh read, in part, as follows: "A portion of the food (uscd in the
rolocation centers) is produced by the evacuces thomselves on governmonte
owned or govermmenteleased land within thoe project arcaj; soms perishabls
cormodities are purchased locally; and practically all other food is
brought through tho Quartormastor Depots of the Army. All rationing
restrictions applicable to the civilian population are strictly followod
and two meatless days aro observed cach wickeee Beel sorved at tho cane
ters is third grade cnd no fancy moats of ony kind are furnishede The
cost of fceding at Tho eontors ovoer the past soveral months hos ranged
from 54 to 44 o:nta por porson per duye’

The following doseription of a relocation center was written by a
well=known cuthor who investigated the pampsring charges in the summer
of 1943:

"You may think you have gotten into on Army ocamp by mistake, for
the barracks were bullt according to Regular Army design and constructions
Truc, they were built hastily of greon lumber whieh split aparts The
floor bourds are not close togethere.eThe land is silt, so when the dust
storms come, the dust seeps through the oreviczs into the barracksess

"The barracks are in blotkse The buildings have been divided into
toapartmentst, and about 260 men, wbmon, and children live in an average
blocke Bhe 'aportments?' are rooms twanty by twenty-rive fect in size,
and families of from two to five or more occupy euch of thems In each
blosk thsre rro two lotrines, one for the men, ons for the women; one
loundry room, one ironing roome In each block there is o mass hall ==
for food is supplied by the govermment through the Army Quartermuster
Corps and eating is communalees

"It is not quite so grim acs it wos in the beginning., The evacuees,
yvoung ond old, hearty ond frail, had come from the moderate West Coast
climate to this desert when the tempecrature was 120 degroeess The governs
ment had offered them their rooms, cots, straw with which to mcke matte
resses, and Army blanksts. They had no furnitures They nceded soap,
brooms, pails, everythinge MNost of them had to mako furniture out of
seraps of lumber loft whean the barracks wire finished. Aftsr a while
those who had furniture ut 'home got some of ‘it moved horece Some got
plyboard from o maileorder house and partitioned their apartmaantse In
some blocks the men secured air conditioners for the mess huallse The
inevitable Joponsse gmrdens began to bloom in window boxes and around
the blocks and between them. Most of ths comfort you see has bsen created
by the Jupanese themsclves; it 1s not donotod by Tho governmenteese AT
b25T, This 1s not The lovish luxury in which meny of us have hsard that
the War Relocation Authority has pillowod the JopanisCese

"Thore is o swimming pool whieh is merely o wide place in the ditche
From the uprocres., I had oxpocoted a morble pool with umbrellamshodsd
tobles beside it and livericzd waiters serving champugpe. But it's only




- Od =

a ditoh and there is no alcoholie beverages of any sorts.. Indeed, therg
isn't even any soft drink or candy to be had, 0s o ruloe..And rocreatioy
is whatever the people'mcde for themselvésess" (The Truth About Jap
Camps, by Maxine Davis, Liberty Magazine, Auge 7, 1943, )
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