THE PLACZ UF SCHOOLS IN-WaR RELOCATION CENTERS

Thé,Birth of a Community.

The evacuatlon and resettlement :n ereas under militery re
strictions of large groups of people of Japanese ‘ncestry, - of mhom
a majority are Americen citizens by birth, creates conditiois which
will profoundly affect the eduycational progrmm and’ the plaee of the
schools in the Relocatlon_oenters.r The communities will noﬁfsprlng
into existence in response to any of the rususl ceaiuses - discovery of
gold, or oil, or opening up of factories, or construction. They are
cre:ted by an act of government because of gnilitary necessity, and
the people brough in under military ccntrol.

The populatlon ‘of each center is mede up of individuels =nd
families brought together from many &ifferent localities. - The re-
strietions under whioh these new communities must operatée ill com=
binc to create en unvironment totelly unlike enythitig thzy- 2ave ex<
perienccd beforc. It limits froecdom of moviment, right to enzesc in
privat pntorprise, ¢nd prescribes in detail arrangements for hous-
ing, vating, and genceral lviing. In return ov.ry mémber is gucran-
tecd sccurity #nd protecction, a common measurs of food, sh:lter,
clothing, mcdical attention; and SchOOlll&, and oﬁportunltv to.work -
for a small fixed wart., ~Within this . fremcvork a lorge moisur of

clf-dircction and dctermine.tion is ancoure ica, and;rcua m given to |
develop gpproprictc civic and soeci:l pavtvrns end institutions. The
communities ar. tomporary in their proscnt charactor y - nd (ro ex—
pected to disporsc or be groatly @odiflud after the war.  Ths res-
trictions undcr which they now opercte arc. also subJVCu to ravision
as 01rcmnut nces and publlc opiniop,purmit

The evolution, out 6f emorphous wsscmblics of-individuals cond
fomiles ronging in numbors from ten to tiventy thousand persons, into
sclf-governing «nd solf- upporting communitics is ¢ piloncoring tnsk
of horculénn proporticns. <Tho ch-nges in  frmily life -nd rclr-tion-

ships which #7111l bc brought . bout by the now housing nd living con-
ditions; in occonomic TulgthnsnlpS throuch thae virtu-1l dis~ppsrr-
cneée of private contorprise; cnd in eivie and soci~l rol-tionships
through th ~bscnez of fdmiliar forms of community org-niz-~tion ~nd
control, will c-us¢ ¢ radicnl =ltcrrtion of old soci~l nd cconomic
pctt.rns 'nd requirc the crertiopn of mnrinow onss. In such n so-
01cty every indi¥iduel is pionzar o must not only find his plecc
in socicty nd thce community, but h'lp to crurte the body of th-t
socicty s he zo s. Th: domnnds upon him in tirms of eobility to
~dept nd ~djust, 'néd to dovisc new socicl gormonts, ~roe for grostoer
th~n in ~n ordercd socicty, cvun though th-t m - bc undergoing r-pid
ch-ngo, Th. f~ct thrt in thy boginning thers c¢'n be little cffoctive
ostrblished le~dirship ~nd fiwr rocogniz=d chrnncels of group ~ction
is likely to rcndur th: proccss 2 fumbling rnd p .Inful on..

.Tc.sk af the schosls Ain ‘tho Rel ocation Contorss

The primary tesk of the schools in the Rcloc~tion centors is to
dovelop ~n cducntiznrl progr m which rill promotc undorst-nding of
Amoric-n idcnls -nd loyrlty to Amcric-ninstitutions ~nd tr~in for
the responsibiliti-s of citizenshin, of fruily, Lnd for cconomic in-
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dependence both on the projcets nnd in communitics to wirich thc stu- .
dents mey rceturn. The schools must providc the interprct~tion noecc-
ssary to help individurls ~nd groups to cdjust to thc shocks of cvr-
cu~tion and to thc unusucl conditions of lifc within thc Rcloc~tion
centers, ond proparc them for rorbgorption with o minimum of handierp
ond friction into normrl civili-n lifc. Thc schools must bc rospon-
sive to conditions o~nd nceds within cnch center, rnd at thc scme time
maintain strndnrds which will cnablce students to tranfer without
prcjudice to other schools, to cnter colleges, ~nd to obtnin outside
cmployment; and they must providg sufficiont contrets with the main
currcnts of Amcric-n life outside thc ~rc~ to provent intcllcetucal
stognntion ~nd inbrccding.

The school is perheps the most import-nt institution earricd
over intothc Reloeation Centcrs, gnd the onc lcrsc chonged in its
functions. It con become, in o measurc often drcrmed of by ecducators
but scldom rc~lized, on cffcetive instrument of community plenning
-end building, participating through its rcecognition of the potential
conbribution of its students, nnd thc devising of mcons for its renl-
ization, in cvery phasc of community lifc, londing its faellitics and
its membership for nll typcs of ~ctivitics ~nd intcrests,

Educction~l Policy of the War Roloc-tion Aubhority

Tho War Rcloeotion Authority rccognizes the.valuc of the Ameri
tridition which cssigns to st tc and lce~1l governments responsibilit
for.the ercntion, mainton~ncc ~nd control of the:public school sys=
tam; ~nd its policy is to cstablish schools on the Reloentiun eon-
tors which.will be o port of, or ~ffiliated with, the publie school
system of thc strtc in which the centor is locrted, and responsive
to the dircetion :f ~ lpenl clcoctod school borrd. It recognizes |
also the responsibility in a pbneering cammunity to enlist through
the schools the constructive services of children as well as adults
in the formation of a healthy community life and the educational -
value of aprtnership in community enterprises; and proposes to give
the schools every encouragement and help in developing programs mek-

- ing possible such participation.
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(by Mrs. Lucy W. Adams, July 13, 1942)




