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EDUCATION SECTION 

J. ADULT EDUCATION 
Committee Report and Recommendations 

COMMITTEE: 
Kenneth Harkness, Supt. of Education, Tule Lake Project, 

California • 
A. T. Harris, Supt. of Education, Colorado River Project, 

Arizona 
N. E. Viles, 1"iR.A Education A~iser, ~·rashington, D. C. 

1. ThG nC?.ture of the TIHA program and the prE::sente of many center 
residents unequipped to take up life anew in unfamiliar surroundings in 
normal Lmc ric2n cornrnuni ties made it desir2ble to develop on the centers 
extensive 2dult education programs. rJhilc excellent work has been done 
in these progrc;ms, it se.ems desirable to provide more specific direction 
in order the. t end vc:lucs n2y in a greater measure contribute to major 
purposes of the rJR.A progrc:m. It is inkndsd that this report shall call 
attention to need and outline procedures to be followed th2.t the Adult 
Education program may contribute to successful relocation. To this end, 
it sGcms desirable th2t adult education courses be of the following types: 

a. Prcp~ration for relocation. This involves the tr2ining for relo-
cation, Americ2nization, or e.dc:.ptation to living conditions in 
outside communities.. Courscs for training in the use of English, 
study of conununity h2bits and possibilities, nnd preparation for 
the life of the evacuee in the new community are of this type. 
This should b~ the primary purpose of the Adult Educ2tion.program. 

b. Self-improvement courses. Theso include courses for the improve-
ment in pcrson2l skills needed in complete living in normal com-
muni ties. Sewing, cooking, child cc.:.re, and many other simil2r 
courses of this type m2y be of interest to th(; enrollees 2nd c:i.t 
the snme time cnn be used as n means of promoting .the general 
idonls of Amcric2nizntion 2nd community citizenship, 

. c. Avocntional or leisure-time courses. There may be justific2tion 
for courses of this type if they 2rc so planned 2nd directed that 
they contribute to the major 1·;R.A purposes. 

2. Scope of Progr2m 

;r.:hilo the whole progr[>.m of 2,dult cduc2.tion would and should include 
persono..l interviews, displc:ys,, forums, and other mec;ns of impc:rting inform-
ation, the commi ttce c:.t this time is concerned primarily 1~1i th the organized 
cl2ss typo of 2dult educ2tion. This phase of the 2dult cduc2tion includes 
classes h~ving fixed places nnd time for meeting, an cpprovcd program of 
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studies) and a regular enrollment. These cl2sses sh2ll be designed for 
enrollees over the normal high school age) but should not include ·those 
courses orgc-:'.n izcd under the established vocational program. 

It is rcco~:rraendcd that all 2du1t cduc2tion cl2ssos be so planned that 
the work of CVt.;ry cl2ss may directly or indirectly contribute to the goals 
of Amcrice.nization 2nd. successful reJ .. oc2.tion. It is also rccommc..ndcd that 
the medium of instruction and corm71Unication be Englil~' in so far 8s 
practicabkJ _and th2t the tcnchcrs be so instructed.- It is also recommend-
ed th;t rccogni ti on be given to the VC:'. lue of ccrtr.in Japanese cultural 
pnttcrns and pr8ctices ~·;i th wl:i.ich the enrollees nre f2miliar as points of 
departure or as vehicles for ct'.rryinj forwc.rd to the accepted go2ls of the 
V!R.A and those o;f t_ho o.du::.t education progrnm. · · 

3. Orgc.nizntion of Progre.m 
I • 

The committee recommends that attention be given) both at the 
1';2shinr,ton 2nd the project level, to D. type of organization thci.t will 
bring effective results from the ~dult education program. It should be 
recognized th2t adult cduc2tion must hnve the intcrcst of and be pc.~rtici­

pGtE.d in by most or 211 of the nppointed st2ff rricnbersJ 82ch of whom 
directly o·r indirectly contributes to the knov1ledgc .::nd understanding of 
the evacuees o To this end, it is recommended th.!2t 2.dvisory commi tt0E:s on 
CJ.dult educ2tion be orgc-1.nizcd o.t both Y12shington ['.nd projec~ levels• 

: n. In '·;~·? !'lington Officc--The commi ttGc recommends fo.r considcrD-
tion the o.ppointment of o. 1·~0.shington conuni ttoe to Gdvise on 
progr2ms, on coopcr.?.tion of 2nd v:ith the v2rious sections) 2nd 
to cid in nppr~:.ising results. 

·b. .At Project kvcls--It is recommended th2t project commi ttecs 
serve in simil<"'.r C[1.pClci tics on the centers. In c:ddi tion, th0so 
comrr.i ttces m2.y r:id in dcvd.oping the J2I9gr2.mJ receive requests 
for courses) re COI!L.'11E.md Cl pnrovr.l or dist:>. pprov;..~ ~J r.nd coo -ccrCltc • vii th the school officir:ls in securing kr:chcrs r.nd org2nizing 
courses. This committee might se:rvc ~s ~ clcrring house for 
re porting to r~ Ps,hington course n pprovr'.ls C'.nd disr. pprov2ls 2nd' 
progress m2dc.Y This committee would aid in dir~cting residents 
to ck.sses which m,:;.y be of vCllue: to them r..nd .would evL'.lu2.tc the 
requests of the vc:-.rious sections which mc:ly Yv.ish to h2ve pnrticulnr 
courses· cstc.blished. All o.pprovcd courses would then be under 

·the supervision of the oducL'.tion section. 

. . 
L. As 2 result of conference discussion., on M::-.rch 28) 1944) this 

rccornmendntion is being referred for further clurificotion to the 
Nction2l rRA Advisory Commi ttcc on Adult EducL:: tion~ 

2. As c. result of the conference discussion on Mr:.rch 28,, 1944,, the 
· fore going revision wc:.s made. 
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It is recommended th2t no cl2ss b6 orgP.nizcd with 2n enrollment of 
l e ss thrm 15 :::nd thc'.l t cl['.sscs Y.:i th c:n ectte:-idr:nce of fcwE;r thc.n 10 per 
to2chcr not t ,, maiGtP.inod . It is 2lso recommended that specific attention 
be given to pr ovidi~1g books, illus trc ti ve mr teri2ls, c:tnd other 2ids to 
instruction~ Ench j_nstructor should bE:J f2mili2r with 1-. HA bulletins 2nd 
pronounccmeLts on r e loc.:..tion policies. 

5. Tcc-: chE:rs 

~ -.-i th 2 shortage of qu2 lificd ov:cucG te28hcrs , some cons ids re. tion 
should be given to providing :.:'. ppointcd•tco.ching 2ssj_st<.nce on chcrted 
positions for instruction in specific fielc1s such 2s the 12ngu2ges~ 

• 6. Relnted factors 

The comnittce wishes to point out t.hc importo.nce of acqu2inting 211 
st<"-ff mc r:..bcrs r:i th thE: rcloc2tion go2 ls of ·-RA , the; p2rt tl12t 2dul t educ2tion 
mc:.y pl2y in t:1is proi;-~Tc-"'cm , c.nd the contribution th2t m2y be mri.dc by others 
th2n rcgul2rly 2ppointcd tec.chcrs. 

As_ stetcd, this committee re nort is concerned primc.rily vii th orru:mized 
cl2ss Cldult _g_ducational activities. However , the committee wishes to c2ll 
attention .~C ~he cducc:tionc.l •.mluc of forums , council nee tin~) confercnc8s, 
ncv:sp2pers.> :: -~s_ nost<.3rs which m2y be promoted 2nd used ~ 1v2rious sections 
2nd indivj_iue'.ls on the ccntt;r 2s ~ medic: of instruction.21 

• 

J. Hevised by corrrrnittcc c:s per conference discussion on M~rch 28) 1944 . 

I~iarch 25 ,., 1944 
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