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Poston Schools 

Administrative Circular # 50 
April 2, 1943 

To: All Members of Staff: 

DEMOCRACY AND PROBLEMS OF DI SCI F....J: NE 

Below is reproduced for your information a po.per by Dr. Laura Thompson authr•-• pologist now in tho Indian Service, in which the author has made some interest-
ing suggestions regarding the problem of discipline in a democratio society. 
The concept directive discipline appears to be especially helpful. Your com-
ments are solicited. 

TRADITIONAL PATTERNS OF DISCIPT...JNE 
AND THE PROBLEM OF EDUCATION IN Jll\.WAI I 

· By Laura Thompscn 

"The types of discipline characteristic of the vnrious 
cultural groups in Hawaii and the age at which they are 
used are extremely important in relation to the problem 
of ~rsonality development and s.djustment of life •• •••" 

Ono of the most important factors in the development of personality is 
the pittern of discipline which society :L'nposes upon the indi vidua.l. To ex-
plain this concept we shall discuss briefly modes of discipline in infancy. 

According to psychoanalytic hypothesis, infants do not µ3rceive their 
helpfulness but feel as though they control the world by a sort of magic omni-
potence. Abram Kardiner states, " •• ~.the control over the environment exerted 
:by the infant through the motherts agency is vecy much like the one we subse-
quently observe in magic practices. Many fairy tales exploit this form of 
control. The simplest is illustrated by the story of Aladdin ts lamp where the 
genie obeys Al~ddin every time he rubs the lamp, and the boy is~ moreover, ob-
ligated to tho genie in no way v.hatsoever. A few vocalizations of the child 
set in motion a series of complicated changes in the outer world wh:i.oh the child 
does ,not understand, but which terminate in easing his tension." 

The relationship of infant to mother on the basis of magio control is per-
petua:Ced in paranoid individuals. On the cultural level it appears in forms of 
primitive religion in which an attempt is made to control supernatural forces 
by means of magic. 

Normally the period mf ma.gio omnipotence in the infant soon comes to an 
end for as the childts needs and resources develop the tochnio of Imgic control 
begins to fail. New types of adaptation, stimulated by the environment and the 
growth process are attempted and those which prove successful, that is# grati-
fying to needs, are accepted. ·whenever, hmvever, the child finds himself con-
fronted with a situation v.hich he cannot meet because of real or imagined fail-
ure of resources he falls into an attitude of dependency. That is, he expects 
the :t=arent or guardian to oxerci se on his behalf the same magic attributes 
v.hich he formerly believed he himself possessed. He soon learns 1 however, that 
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if he wishes to enlist this magical aid on his ovm. behalf he must make him-
self loved by the }nrent by ·means of acquiescence or obedience to disciplines. 

The early basic disciplines, such as anal control and· vreaning, arc et.lltru-
ral de;18.nds impos~d upon the child before he is able to appreciate their signi-
ficance. However they a.re backed by explicit and implicit rewards or punish-
ment. To acquiesce or to obey is to bring about donditions for being loved and 
protected. To disobey is to incur disapprobatron and a ~~thdrawal of love. 
This type of discipline is restrictive and develops an ingratiating acuiescence 
to authority and repressed aggression. Such experiences on the pleasure pain 

. level are the child ts first contact 'With social pressure. As the child grows 
older and begins to be able to understand the meaning of the disciplines which 
society imposes upon him, hovvever, his training may proceed by ID3ans of the di-
rectional rather than the restrictive type of di soipline. Directional discipline 
differs from restrictive in that it is on the rati anal rather than the pleasure 
pain level. It. proceeds on the principle that the child, by understanding too 
end-in-view an:l the rooans by vhich it may be attained, behavior intelligently 
and to adjust himself creatively to the group. Such a rational type of social 
discipline develops personal responsibility for the consequences of one ts acti-
vities, initiative, adaptability and independence of thought. 

Discipline and Personality Development 

The types of disc~pline imposed on a child and the age ct which they are 
introduced are of profound significance in regard to his :personality develop.. 
ment and the type of socialization he oventuo.lly attains as an adult. In fact 
they form the basis of his attitude toward authority in later life and aro al-
so reflected in his outlook on life as expressed in religion, philosophy or 
magic. For instance, tho attitude of dopendency on tho :pJ.rent may be trans-
ferred as the child grows older to other types of authority such as the dictator, 
the king, the law er public opinion. Also it may be internalized in the form 
of individual conscience. The directional type of discipline, on the othor 
hand, tends to develop a rational and evaluating attitude to~~rd authority and 
the methods by which it is imposed. 

Recent research has revealed that methods of discipline differ donsiderably 
among cultural groups and that each group has a particular basic pQttern of 
discipline. Of course individual variation occurs but this is usually vi.thin 
the basic pe,ttern. These traits of child training are part of the traditional 
cultural heritage pe.ssed from genera ti on to generation in tho group and form 
one of the most important personality determinants in the culture. 

In some societies, particularly the despotic or totalitnrie.n type character 
ized by the attempt of one group to impose its will upon another, the predoini-
nant type of discipline is restrictive. Order is achieved by meaneJ of punish-
ment and frustration. Under this system the resulting repressed aggression is 
likely to be expressei in ingratiation. Under pressure it breaks out into re-
volt. On the other hand for the successful functioning of a democracy, charact-
erized by the participation of all its members in social control and social 
change, the directione.l type of discipline is tho ideal • 

Significance of Problem •••••••• 

What significance does this problem have for educ0.tion in Hawaii? The 
accepted concept of education in a rapidly changing modern culture includos 
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not only the transmission of the tra.di tionn:l heritage but also the preparation 
of the child to take part in future change. 11\e have seen that the directional 

. ·tvpe of discipline is tho ideal type of pa~tici·pation in social · control and 
social change. Moreover, mental hygiene teaches us that, since .basic 'atti-
tudes of adaptation a.re formed in the earlier years, the individuo.l .adjusts 
h~mself to the group with least st:r;aess if his activities are :restrictGd from 
infency to conform to socio.l.ty e.ccepted adult patterns of behavior. We may 
c·oncludo, therefore, that the types of disci.pline characteristic of the various 
cultural groups in Hawaii o.nd the age at· which they are used arc extremely im-
porto.nt in relation to the problem of personality dovelopmont a n d adjustments 
to life, hence to the problem of education in the local setting. Not until 
they have been described 'l.nd undorttood cap.· the ful.l significance of the dis-
cipline problem in the schools be understood and . an i n t e lligent plnn of dis-
cipline be formulated t~ deve~op intelligent· la · w-.ab:iding ·ci;ti-zons· adjusting 

-with .as little fric.ti.on as possible to ·l i fe . in the Te'rritory. · 
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