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Richard Katsuda, president of 

the National Coalition for Redress 
and Reparations, which sponsored 
the meeting, said he hoped the deci-
sion would come within three to six 
months. 

If the court rules in Consolo' s 
favor. said Cooper. all affected in-
dividuals will be informed and re-
dress will be paid. 

Japanese Americans who were 
minors when they traveled with their 
parents on the Gripsholm prisoner-
of-war ship also received good 
news. ORA administrator Greene 
revealed that movement was being 
made to pay restitution to indi-
viduals in that category. "I'm very 
optimistic," said Greene. 

According to the ORA. 131 indi-
viduals who were minors at the time 
have · petitioned to receive redress. 
When asked to clarify the age of 
such "minors.'' Cooper confirmed 
that age 21 was considered the legal 
limit at that time, and that numeri- . 
cal definition has been approved by 
Department of Justice head Deval 
Patrick. 

"You hope that a decision will 
be issued in the next four to six 
weeks." said Cooper. 

Those who traveled to Japan on 
the Gri psholm were previously de-
nied but they had "relocated to an 
enemy country during the war." 

"Our contention is that we had 
no choice.'' said Reiko Rikimaru 
Nimura. who was in her teens at the 
time. 

Nimura explained that her father 
lsamu, one of the partners of 
Rikimaru Produce Market, in Los 

Other questions emerged in-
volved workers on the Union Pa-
cific railroad who were released 
from their jobs because they were 
of Japanese ancestry; children of 
World War II veterans who were 
born outside of camp~ and indi vidu-
als in Nevada who f cM;ed curfew 
restrictions. 

Such individuals should contact 
the ORA directly, said officials. 
"We're trying to create a partner-
ship," said Greene, who is working 
for money to be available for all 

· eligible internees ... We want you to 
be comfortable callin~ us." 
· Kci Ochi, f ormcr NCKR presi-

dent, agreed, concluding th~ mc~l-
ing with Lhccommcnt, "We want to 
discuss all these cases." 

Who to Cali for 
~edress Help 

Individuals denied redress 
can call the Office of Redress 
Administration (ORA) in 
Washington. D.C. directly. 
The telephone number is 
(202) 219-6900. Please leave 
your name and phone num-
ber at the recording. and a 
representative should call you 
back. 

For local help. contact the 
National Coalition for Re-
dress and Reparations at (213) 
680-3484. The non-profit 
group has no paid staff mem-
bers, but volunteers will re-
turn your call. 

· Another meeting may be 
held this summer. 


