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Victor K. Nose, 53, recalls his 
parents' stories of moving into a 
chicken coop in the Pacific South-
west in the dead of winter. 

"We dido' t have electricity," said 
Nose. "A kerosene lamp, that's all 
we had." Soon after, Nose was born 
in May of 1943. surviving a near-
death situation. 

Nose is among the 900 "children 
of voluntary evacuees," a historical 
term used to coin those born outside 
of camp to Japanese Americans who 
chose to relocate from the West 
Coast into the U.S. interior to avoid 
being placed in World War II con-
centration camps. 

This group of individuals, as well 
as people in other categories, has 
been denied redress and reparations 
under the Civil Liberties Act of 
1988, but are hoping to see a rever-
sal in their cases. 

What people don't realize, says 
Nose, is that "voluntary evacuees" 
were forced to leave their homes in 
a few days and also had to record 
their al:tivity with governmental 
authorities ... They made dang sure 
that you got to your point (of desti-

nation)," said Nose. On Thursday 
evening, Nose and others were en.:. 
couraged about the status of their 
cases in a Los Angeles meeting 
with representatives from the Of~ 
flee of Redress Administration 
(ORA) at the Japanese American 
Cultural and Community Center. 
Officials included ORA head DeDe 
Greene, past administrator Bob 
Bratt, legal counsel Tink Cooper 
and director of operations Joanne 
Chiedi. 

At the meeting, officials revealed 
that if a certain legal decision is 
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overturned by Federal Circuit's 
Court of Appeals, 900 children of 
"voluntary evacuees" who have 
filed their case with the ORA will 
be awarded $20,000 in redress 
money. 

Last Thursday, attorney Gerald 
Sato argued before the court on the 
behalf of his cousin, Linda (Yae) 
Consolo. who was denied redress 
because she was born in Utah dur-
ing the war. 

Earlier, Sato, who also made a 
case for another plaintiff, Douglas 
Ishida, reported that he felt the 

judges seemed dis-
satisfied with the 
government's ar-
gument that if such 
individuals were 
awarded redress, 
an inordinate num-
ber of additional 
Japanese Ameri-.. 1 
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cans would clamor 
for restitution. 
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Newly appointed ORA head DeDe Greene ex-
plains new developments in denied redress cases. 

Victor Nose is child of 
a "voluntary eva-
cuee." A recent court 
case may change the 
fate of 900 individu-
als who fall in this cat-
egory. 

Richard Katsuda, new NCRR president, discusses the legal cases currently affecting governmental redress 
for "children of voluntary evacuees." These individuals have been denied redress because they were not 
born in camp. Sitting at the table are Bob Bratt, former ORA head, and director of operations, Joanne 
Chiedi. . 

Richard Katsuda, president of 
the National Coalition for Redress 

Angeles, had been picked up by the 
FBI on Dec. 7, 1941. Later the fam-
ily was interned in Santa Anita and 
Amache before going to New Jer-
sey to embark on the Gripsholm on 
Sept. I, 1943. 

Sam Miyamoto, a U.S. veteran 
who served during the Korean War. 
further elaborated that Japanese 
Americans were treated worse than 
illegal aliens in Japan ... We couldn't 
use public transportation or use the 
hospital. We had to say that we 
were Koreans," said Miyamoto. 

Updates on other categories in-
clude the following: 

•Japanese Latin Americans-
The ORA is currently working with 
the Immigration and Naturalization 
Service (INS) to see if U.S. perma,-
nent residency status for some Pe-
ruvians and other Latin Americans 
can be awarded retroactively. Dur-
ing the war, these individuals of 
Japanese ancestry were taken from 
their homes to camps in the U.S. to 

be used for 
prisoner ex -
changes with 
Japan . Losing 
their Peruvian 
citizenship 
and first ineli -
gible to gain 
U.S. citizen-
ship. these in-
d iv i Ju a Is 
were people 
"without a 
country." 

The ORA 
reported that 
18 of 30 indi-

When she was a mi-
nor, Reiko Rikimaru 
Nimura traveled to 
Japan on the Grips-
holm prisoner-of-war 
ship in 1943. She is 
among 131 others who 
may receive redress. 

victuals were 
recently deemed eligible to receive 
redress because their permanent 
residency status was clarified by 
the INS. Five were denied that resi-
dency status, and the remaining 
cases are pending. 

•Arizona Rcsidents-- Although 
individuals in the state of Arizona 
were not forced into concentration 
camps, their wartime movement wa:-. 
restricted through curfews and other 
laws. Through the legal efforts of 
theAsianLawCaucus' Gen Fujioka, 
certain individuals living in north-
ern Phoenix successfully argued that 
their livelihood was severely im-· 
paired by a law rc-;tricting their 
movement from the southside . 
These agricultural workers provcJ 
that they had a preexisting relation -
ship with southern Phoenix, ex -
plained Cooper. 

To date, 125 related cases haw 
been processed through the ORA. 
Of that number, 35 have been paid. 
Fifteen are expected to receive re-
dress in this next round of pay-
ments. 

Other questions emerged in-
volved workers on the Union Pa-
cific railroad who were released 
from their jobs because they were 
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