
Internee 
payments 
approved 
House backs apology, 
cash to WWII victims 

WASHINGTON — The House approved a bill Thurs.,  
day extending a national apology and cash compensation 
to Japanese-Americans and Alaska Natives removed 
from their homes and interned during World War Ii. 

The vote sends the $1.25 billion reparations package= 
the White House. President Reagan notified House lead 
ers this week that he will sign the bill. 

"I don't know if the scars could ever be removed from 
anyone who has been interned, but I think the healing 
process has been completed," said Rep. Robert Matsui, 
D-Sacramento, who was interned as a child. 

"The issue of monetary compensation is significant in 
that we needed the government to acknowledge to each 
individual that he was not at fault," Matsui said. "But the 
amount and timing is not really relevant. 

An estimated 60,000 surviving Japanese-Americans 
and about 450 Alaska Aleuts will become eligible for 
cash payments on the date of the bill's signing. 

Japanese-Americans will receive $20,000 each. Aleuts 
will receive $12,500 each. 

The difference reflects findings that while the Japa-
nese Americans' evacuation was not militarily justified, 
there was reason to remove the Aleuts because their 
homeland had been attacked. 

The legislation requires the Justice Department to be-
gin combing records to identify and locate those who 
were interned under an evacuation order signed by 
President Franklin D. Roosevelt three months after the 
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