UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE
CLAIMS DIVISION
T0: CLATMANTS UNDER THE EVACUATION CILAIMS ACT OF JULY 2, 1548

This is in response to your recent request for the forms necessary
to submit yo laim for compromise settlement pursuant to Public Law 116,
82d Congress,~’ which was described in my commmication to you dated
September 20’ 19510

If you wish to take advantage of the new law, you may do so by follow-
ing the directions set forth below. Before attempting to fill out any of the
enclosed papers, please read these directions all the way through,

ENCLOSED PAPERS: Enclosed with these instructions is a form headed
WAFFIDAVITV, which you must fill out if you desire to have a compromise settle~
ment of your claim under the new law, In addition, you will find other papers
(that were selected on the basis of your answers to the questions on the re-
quest form) which may be marked "MARITAL STATUS" s "PERSONAL PROPERTY", “"MOTOR
VEHICLY SCHEDULE", "LIFE INSURANCE SCHEDULE", W“BUSINESS SCHEDULE", “LAND
SCA-DJLE", WBUILDING SCHEDULE" or "CROP SCHEDULE". Instructions as te whether
or not to fill out these forms are contained in the WAFFIDAVIT" form.

If yov were married at the time of your evacuation yon should find
an additiorz. form among the enclosed papers entitled YREQUEST FOR SEVERANCE
AND/CR CQ4SOLIDAZION®. A full explanation of this form and its use is given
on the back of the form. You are not required to yse this form if you do not
wish to 3o sos 1If you do, 1t must be signed both by you and by the person
who was your spouse at the time. of your evacuation,

It _is suggested that you read through all of the enclosed forms before
filling ot .y of thew and that you then commence with the VAFFIDAVIT" form

and 1131 out 03 ¢Sher forms as you come to them in the V VIT' form, If
ycu are not serbaln about any of the answers given by you, you should o
indicate by writing in words such as Mepproximately", "about", “not certain",

"I estimace!, etc.

If, for any reason, you do not find a schedule that you think you
should have for the purpose of describing items of your claim write the wopd
"None" over the name of that schedule in question 17 of the MAFFIDAVIT! form
and then describe the item as best you can in answer to question 17(h). You
may find that some of the enclosed forms are not needed in order to describe
your claim. In that case, you may throw away the forms that you do not nead.

.".‘/ Public Law 116, 82d Cong.; approved on August 17, 1951, amended Section 7

.

of the Evacuation Claims Act to read as followsi

"1Sec, 7. There are hereby authoriged to be appropriated
for the purposes of this Act such sums as Congress may from time
to time determine to be necessary, which funds shall be available
also. for payment of settlement awards, which shall be final and
con¢lusive for .all purposes, made by the Attorney General in
compromise settlement of such claims upon the basis of affidavits
and available Government records satisfactory to him, in amounts
which shall not in any case exceed either threeefourths of the
amount, if any, of the claim attributable to compensable items
‘thereof or $2,500, whichever is less, '™




After you have completed the forms, but before swearing to the
VAFFIDAVIT", please check each item of property listed in your claim with
question 13 of the "AFFIDAVIT". Be sure that in the answer to question 13
you have explained how the loss which you suffered as to each item of property
was caused by the fact that you were evacuated,

PART I of the "LIFE INSURANCE SCHEDULE", if it applies to your case,
must be filled in by you to the best of your ability, and must be sent by you
to the Life Insurance Company. (PART II of that form is for use by the Company
and must not be written on by you.)

You must send all of the forms except the Life Insurance form to the
Department of Justice, Washington 25, D. C. A large addressed envelope which
does not require postage is enclosed for this purpose.

GENERAL: If you find that not enough space is provided for answering
any question of the VAFFIDAVIT" form, or of any schedule, or if it is not
possible to cowver all items in a particular form, continue your answers on
separate sheets of paper and at the end of so much of the answer as is con-
tained in the form, write "(Continued on separate paper)". At the top of the
separate paper show that it is a continuation; for example: "(Continuation of
Answer to question 13 of the AFFIDAVIT form)". '

If you intend to ask for a compromise settlement of your claim, please
complete and return the affidavit and other forms as soon as possible. Answer
every question which applies to your claim fully and carefully. Failure to
use care may slow up the processing of your claim and may evem result in your
being awarded a smaller sum than you would have received if complete infore
mation had been given by you. You are advised, however, that the mere fact that
the forms are being sent to you does not necessari},} mean that your claim is a
valid one under the terms of the Evacuation Claims Act.

Holmes Baldridge
Assistant Attomey General
in charge of the
Claims Divisione.




