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SEPTEMBER 27, 1991 

"FORTY - NINE YEARS AND FOUR MONTHS AGO, MAY 27, 1942, THE FIRST "COLO-
NISTS" ARRIVED AT THE TULELAKE WAR REWCATION CAMP. THEY WERE REW-
CATED WITHOUT CAUSE, CONFINED Wll'HOUT DUE PROCESS, THEIR RIGHTS AS 
AMERICAN DENIED, AND THEIR DIGNITY AS HUMAN VIOI.ATED. AIL THIS TOOK 
PLACE HERE AT TULE I.AKE FROM MAY 1942 TO MARCH 1946, IN THE NAME OF 
THOSE WHO SWORE TO UPHOW THE CONSTITUTION OF THE UNITED STATES." 

PROJECT NAME: TULELAKE WAR RELOCATION CENTER* 

LOCATION : NEWELL, CALIFORNIA TOWNSHIP 47 NORTH RANGE 5 EAST 
. MODOC COUNTY MOUNT DIABLO BASE AND MERIDIAN. 

CONSTRUCTION STARTED: APRIL 20, 1942 
CONSTRUCTED BY: FORD J. TWAITS CO. AND MORRISON - KNUDSEN'CO. 
OPENED: MAY 27, 1942 

DESIGNATED AS SEGREGATION CAMP : JULY 1943 
I 

CLOSED: MARCH 20, 1946 ( ON MARCH 19, 1946, TI-IE REMAINING 552 INTERNEES 
WERE SENT TO CRYSTAL CITY, TEXAS AND LATER, SHIPPED TO JAPAN. A TOTAL OF 
3,186 WERE SENT TO JAPAN AFIER TIIB END OF WWII.)** 

CAMP LIQUIDATED: MAY 4, 1946. 

POPULATION (PEAK): 

BEFORE SEGREGATION: 15, 279 SEPTEMBER 4, 1942 
AFIER SEGREGATION: 18,789 DECEMBER 1944 
DIED IN CAMP: 169 

-THE INFORMATION 'WAS OBTAINED FROM THE BANCROFf LIBRARY OF nm UNIVERSITY OF CAUFORNIA -
BERKELEY. FOR ACCURACY CHECK THE ORIGINAL SOURCE MATERIAL. THE CAMP CIVIL ENGINEER'S REPORT 
WAS USED IN TlilS INFORMATION PACKAGE. 

BANCROFI' LIBRARY IS LOCATED lN 11IE MAIN LIBRARY BUIIDING AND IS OPEN TO THE PUB UC. THIS LI-
BRARY IS THE DEPOSITORY OF 1HE WAR RELOCATION At.rrHORITY (WRA~ AND QTHER JAPANESE -AMERICAN 
FILES. THE LIBRARY HOURS ARE: M - F 9,.. S; Sa 1 - S-. AlL MATERIALS MUST BE 'REVIEWED IN THE LIBRARY. AT 
THE CHECK our DESK. ASK FOR TIIE JAPANESE -AMERICAN RELOCATION RECORDS. TIIlS IS A BLACK FOLDER 
WITH SUBJECT AND FILE NUMBERS. THE MATERIALS ARE UNDER FILE NUMBER 67/14 C. A GQOD WAY TOST ART 
YOUR RESEARCf{IS BY READING THE FINAL REPORT (FIµ 67/14C R 1.10 ). THIS REPORT SUMMARIZES THE 
ACTIVITIES OF EACH MAJOR AREAS OF THE TUL£ LAKE WR.-\ ADMINISTRATION. EVf?N THOUGH THESE ARE THE 
ADMINISTRATION'S VIEWS OF THE EVENTS. THE BASIC PHY~ICAL DESCRIPTION AND DATA ARE THOUGHT TO 
BE ACCURATE. nrn ACCURACY OF ONE DOCUMENT w AS VERIFIED BY OVERLAYING TIIE SITE PLAN (EN-
HANCED BY CADD) WITH CURRENT (1990) AERIAL PHOTOGRAPH. THE DATA AND LA Yours ARE FROM nus AND 
arHER FILES.7HE TERM "COlONISTS" IS FIRST'MENiIONED IN TlilS REPORT. 

•• THE CONSEQUENCE OF THIS INCIDENT WAS A TRAGEDY FAR BEYOND WHAT HAVE BEEN EXPERIENCED BY 
arHER CAMP EVACUEES. 'IllE EXPATRIATES WHO WERE SENT TO DEFEATED AND WAR TORN JAPAN EXPERI-
ENCED EXTREME HARDSIIlPS. EVENTUALLY DURING 1948 - 1953. 'IllEY PE1Tl10NED TO REGAIN TIIEIR CITIZEN-
SlllP AND MANY RETURNED TO THE UNITED STATES:~HOW~VER. BECAUSE OF LANCUAGE DIFFICULTIES AND 
MISSED OPPORTUNmES. NEARLY ALL DID Nor RECEIVE THE EDUCATION WIIlCH THE NISEI'S WERE ABLE TO 
OBTAIN. 
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