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The War's Over--Over Here

(Continued from page 1)

up to carry the Prime Minister’s announce-
ment. The streets were bedecked with flags.
People shouted joyously at each other.

The surrender document, according to AP,
was signed for the German Government by
Col. Gen. Gustav Jodl, new chief of staff. Lt.
Gen. Walter Bedell Smith, chief of staff to
General Eisenhower, signed for the Allies.

Jodl and his fellow delegate, General Ad-
miral Hans George Freideberg, were asked,
in the presence of General Eisenhower,
whether they understood the surrender terms
imposed and whether they would be carried
out by Germany. The two German represent-
atives answered, ’Yes.”

Jodl, after putting his signature to the full
surrender, said he wanted to speak. When he
was given leave to do so, he declared, "With
this signature, the German people and armed
forces are, for better or worse, delivered into
the victors’ hands.”

The Soviet Union’s representative who

signed the surrender document was Maj. Gen..

Ivan Susloparoff, who was formerly in Rome
as Russian delegate to the Advisory Board of
the Allied Commission. General Francois
Sevez signed for France.

Yesterday’s final capitulation came after
three major battlefield surrenders. On May 2,
the German forces in Italy and western Aus-
tria laid down their arms. On Mav 4, enemy
forces in The Netherlands, northwest Ger-
many and Denmark gave up. On Mav 5, the
German army groun facing the Allied 6th
Army Group in southern Germany and Austria
capitulated.

But these were not the first surrenders of
German troops. Ever since the June 6 landing
in Normandy, enemyv troops had been surren-
dering in droves. They surrendered .in enor-

mous numbers at Stalingrad earlvin 1943, and

even more gave un to the Allied armies in
Tunisia in May, 1943,
There were tension and anxious waiting

during the morning and afternoon yesterday

as renorts and rumors keot pouring in that the

V-E Day proclamation would be announced

shortly.

Speaking over the radio station at. Flens-
burg, near the Danish border. Count Ludwig
Schwerin von Krosigk, Foreign Minister in
Grand Admiral Karl Doenitz’s ’government,”
asked the Germans to lay down their arms
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everywhere. This broadcast came a little after
2 PM yesterday.

Schwerin von Krosigk said:

”German men and women: The High Com-
mand of the armed forces has today at the or-

der of Grand Admiral Doenitz declared the un-

conditional surrender of all fighting German
troops.

”As leading minister of the Reich Govern-
ment, which the Admiral of the Fleet has ap-
pointed for dealing with war tasks, | turn at
this tragic moment of our history to the Ger-
man nation. After a heroic fight of almost six
years of incomparable hardness, Germany has
succumbed to the overwhelming power of her
enemies.

”To continue the war would only mean
senséless bloodshed and futile disintegration.
The Government, which has a feeling of a re-
sponsibility for the future of its nation, was

compelled to act on the collapse of all physical|

and material forces and to demand of the en-
emy a cessation of hostilities.”

Earlier in the day there were reports over
the Free Danish radio that, all German troops
in Norway had surrendered and would prob-
ably be interned in Sweden.

An AP report from SHAEF said that the end
of hostilities in Europe had apparently come
to an end by this morning. For the first time
since June last year not a single field operation

of General Dwight D. Eisenhower’s armies|

was discussed at the regular forenoon press
conference at SHAEF.

The entire attitude of every one at head-
quarters was of confidence and expectancy
for the most important development of the
war—complete and unconditional surrender
in Europe. i

Communique No. 394, surely one of the
last to be issued, told of the liberation of Pil-

sen, Czechoslovak industrial city and home

of the Skoda munitions works, by the U. S.
3rd Army. But nobody at SHAEF seemed to

care. Nothing mattered except the news of,

the final surrender.

In Washington, London and Moscow the
wires and telenhones were kept hot, and
Churchill presided at a full cabinet meeting.

But even as the people of the United States
and Britain waited for the biggest news of our
generation, they were mindful that victory
in Europe did not mean an end of the bloody
carnage in the Pacific fighting.

Early yesterday it was disclosed that Ad-
miral Doenitz had ordered all German U-boats
into port—the logical preliminary to a final
surrender.

Despite the official signing of the German
surrender, there was still the danger that some
minor mopning up might be needed on the
continent. Nazi diechards might refuse to obev
Doenitz’s orders. The German-controlled
Czechoslovak radio broadcast a statement
vesterday that the German commander in
Czechoslovakia would nrot recognize a sur-
render by Doenitz.

: ,
Breslau Falls

ToRed Army
| AsWar Ends)

In what may be Marshal Stalin’s
last Qrder of the Day in the Eu-
ropean war, he announced last
night the capture of Breslau, Ger-
many’s eighth largest eity. Breslau,
surrounded and bypassed weeks
ago, was taken by Marshal Ivan
Koniev’s forces. More than 40,000
prisoners were seized.

P | Ty

An article in Pravda, leading
Mescow newspaper, today stated
that Himmler was held directly
responsible for the crimes per-
petrated in the German concen-
tration camp of Auschwitz. “More
than 4,000,000 people were exter-
minated at Auschwitz,” Pravda
said. “Among them were Soviet
citizens, Poles, Frenchmen, Bel-
gians, Dutch, Czechoslovaks,
Yugoslavs, Rumanians and Hun-
garians.” The camp was set up
directly by the German Govern-
ment and organized by Himmler,
who inspected it personally and
acquainted himself with the
methods ¢f mass extermination
and himself gave instructions for
the bloody, barbaric business.

———

The German ports of Emden and
Wilhelmshaven and the area around
them, as well as the Frisian Islands,
were surrendered in a formal way
last Friday night, according to &
delayed Reuter’s dispatch. General
Erich von Straube signed the agree-
ment for the Germans with Lt.
Gen. Guy Simmonds, commander of
the Canadian II Corps in charge
for the Allies. Discussions went on
for two hours at the little holiday
resort town of Swischenahn, eight
miles from Oldenburge. The Ger-
man general was described “as most
cooperative *’

G

Heinrich Himmler ordered that,
Daghau, most infamous of Nazi
concentration camps be evacuated
on April 14. He also required that
every inmate be exterminated
rather than allow their testimony
of Nazi inhumanity to fall into
Allied hands. In an official state-
ment from the Allied 6th Army
Group reported by AP, it was
reported that Dachau’s command-
ant suggested to Himmler that the
camp be turned over to the Allies,
Himmler forbade such action. The
Allied forces arrived in time to
prevent carrying eut of Himmler’s
orders.

-

S —

The Nagis’ V-bomb experimental
station at Peenemunde near the
Baltic has been seized by forces of
Marshal Konstantin Rokossovsky’s
2nd White Russian Armies. This
capture was reported yesterday in
a ‘Stalin Order of the Day that told
also of the seizure of the bypassed
Swinemunde naval base and the
island of Rugen, which is 80 miles
northwest of Stettin.

e Qe

As if in confirmation of head-
lines in the Britisk press that
VE-Day was only a Tew hours
distant, AP reported from Lon-
don, Red Army eofficers were seen
yesterday strolling near the Se-
viet Embassy with arms linked,
singing lustily. This was in cen-
trast to the dignity of the Rus-
sians’ customary demeanor in
Londen.

AP In Paris Is Penalized
For Carrying Big News

NEW YORK, May 7 (AP)—In-
ternational News Service and Uni-
ted Press said that they had re-
ceived dispatches from Paris saying
that the filing privileges of the
Associated Press bureau had been
suspended.

The reason for the reported sus-
pension was not stated.

After receipt of Edward J. Ken-
nedy’s dispatch from Rheims, tell-
ing of the German surrender, only
two minor dispatches were received
in New York from Paris up to
12:30 EWT.

Holiday
AFHQ. May 7—VE-Day will be a
holiday for all troops in the Med-
iterranean Theater, it was an-
nounced here tonight.
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Before the United Nations could destroy Hitler’s armies, they first had to reach them, and

reach them the hard way—invasion from the sea, a method perfected in this war. Each of the

major European campaigns, except those on the Russian fronts, was preceded by an amphibi-

ous invasion. The silhouetted troops above are typical of those who came out of the dawn to
invade Africa, Sicily, Italy and France.

Secrel Battles, Underground Warfare,
Air Power Helped To Stop Hitler’s
Struggle For World Conquest

Germany’s dream of world conquest has come to a shattering end with the crushing defeat
of the Reich which Adolf Hitler once boasted would endure a thousand years. Ended now is the
European phase of the second great war of the century, a war which is estimated to have cost
one trillion dollars and the lives of more than 10,000,000 men.

Germany’s collapse had long been foreshadowed. Events such as the overthrow of Benito

Mussolini nearly two years ago, the grad
French invasions, the unrelenf-+

ing Russian wmdvances across
Poland and eastern Germany—
all had suggested an approach-
ing debacle. With surrender last
Dec. 30 of Hungary, last of his
five European allies, Hitler had
been left alone against the might
of the United Nations.

When casualty figures are com-
pleted, the war may turn out to be
Europe’s most deadly and most
devastating.

At the start, 1t looked to the
world, grossly underrating German
preparations, like the gamble of a
mad adventurer. It turned out that
the Allies snatched victory only
after several hairbreadth escapes
from defeat.

Hitler opened it in 1939 with sin-
ister showmanship—razzle-dazzle of
propaganda, secret weapons, para-
troops, fifth columns, bombing ar-
madas. Before his defeat, merged
with the Asiatic war, it had become
a grim affair fought on all oceans
and continents.

“In this war,” Hitler had threat-
ened. “there will be no victors and
losers, but merely survivors and
annihilated.” Accordingly, he set
a pace for ruthlessness and cruelty
unvrecedented in the history of

wars.

That conflict became:
NEW WEAPONS USED

A war of secret battles: long, silent
struggles to smash the German
invasion fleet off Britain, to mas-
ter the submarine which im-
perilled the U. S. as never before,

to crush robot bomb launching
sites in France.

. A war of secret weapons in which

the Allies outdid Hitler with
radar, a brand new conception
of massed fleets of invasion
barges, the technique of mass
bombing through the clouds, and
a host of inventions.

A war in the air, in which whole ar-
mies of millions engaged. For the
first time the capitals of great
nations and scores of other cities
were marked for methodical de-
struction.

A war 'of cities: Stalingrad, Lenin-
grad. Odessa. Sevastopol, Cassino,
whose streets and houses were
turned into trenches and fortres-
ses. A new technigue of battle
in the rubble of cities developed.
London was blitzed, and Berlin
was shattered. Hamburg was
nearly levelled.

A war underground between the
quislings and the armies of re-
sistance, and a war of psychology
in which the Pour Freedoms and

‘contact”

the Atlantic Charter were usedﬂ
to combat Nazi ideology.

A war fought in the extremes of.
weather and terrain, from Africa
to the Arctic, in the world’s worst
bogs and jungles and most in-
accessible mountains.

Here was a war which saw the
advent of the flying bomb and
many different rocket weapons, the
blockbuster, rapid-firing guns
which made artillery barrages more
intense than ever, mass mobility of
tanks and vehicles, the airborne
army, the flying battleship, am-
phibious invasion on a grander scale
than ever befare.

GERMANY INVADES POLAND

All this started at 4:45 AM Fri-
day, Sept. 1, 1939, when German
armies smashed across the Polish
border, Despising the Poles too
much to declare war formally, Hit-
ler announced only that he was
answering “force with force.”

With smug conceit, he declared.
‘“T am putting on the uniform (the
field gray of the German army)y,
and I shall take it off only in vic-
tory or death.”

Hitler plapned a blitzkrieg—
lightning war—and probably never
expected that England and France
would do more than wage a token
war when they saw the uselessness
of trying to save their ally.

Amazing armored spearheads
sliced through the Polish cavalry
divisions to the Vistula, trapped a
huge army in the BKutno area west
of Warsaw and another at Radom
to the south. In 18 days Hitler
boasted of victory in a speech at
Danzig, though it was not until
Sept. 27 that Warsaw, battered to
a pulp, finally surrendered.

Acknowledging the British pre-
diction of a leng war—three years,
London said—Hitler declared he
was ready for seven years of war.
Thé same day Foreign Minister
Joachim von Ribbentrop arrived in
Moscow and two days later con-
cluded with the Soviet Union the
fourth partition of Poland and an
agreement to bring pressure on
Britain and France to make peace.

CALLED A ‘PHONEY WAR’

Great Britain and France served
an ultimatum on Germany on Sept.
1 and declared war on Sunday,
Sept. 3. London hastily evacuated
her children and waited breath-
lessly for the first bombs to fall.
But none fell.

The French announced on Sept.
3 that their army had come “in
with the Germans, but

the French invaded for only a few

ual retreat of German armies in Italy, success of the two

thousand vards riear Saarbrucken.
They preferred to sit behind their
Maginot Line, and their “offensive”
never developed.

This was what people came to
call “the phonay war,” or the “sitz-
krieg.”

This “phoney war” ended April
9, 1940, when Hitler's troops slipped
into Denmark and invaded Narway
by sea and air. A few goose-stepping
soldiers and a military band
marched in and took Oslo. Soldiers
hidden in the holds of preyiously-
arrived ships seized Narvik, Ber-
gen, Stavanger, Trondheim and
other Norwegian coastal points.

The British, ' caught napping,
landed a few thousand Allied troops
on both sides of Trondheim and
later at Narvik, but eventudlly they
were forced to withdraw. Hitler on
April 30 proclaimed a complete vic-
tory.

The great blow in the west fell
ﬁn May 10 in Holland, Belgium.

uxembourg and France. The fate
of Germany would be sealed for a
thousand years by the outcome.
Hitler- told his soldiers. Swarms of
parachutists descended on the air-
ports near Rctterdam, The Hague
and Amsterdam, seized the bridge
at Moerdijk, south of Rotterdam.
The highly-touted Dutch “water
line” proved ineffectual, and Hol-
land fell in four days.

The Nazis overwhelmed the Bel-
gian fort, Eben Emael, and rushed
their columns across the vaunted
Albert Canal near Maastricht. In

War Spawned Deadly Techniques;
Lives And Dollars Tremendous

>

In the air

Nazi planes for 84 days over the
smashed Hitler’s fleet assembled

On the sea—

Murmansk.
On the land—

Brenner Pass.

In the west, the war turned
landed in Normandy and rushed

at Germany’s door—and the end

Great Allied Campaigns‘
Brought Defeat To Nazis

Mighty decisive campaigns in the air, at sea and on land over a
period of nearly six years preceded Germany’s collapse.

Beginning Aug. 24, 1940, Britain’s RAF battled phalanxes of
British homeland. Aithough far out-
numbered, the RAF downed 2,375 enemy planes to a loss of 600, and

e for invasion of England. The Battle
for Britain was an aerial Waterloo for Hitler.

It was a war of suppHes, and during 1942 and most of 1943 British
and American navies fought U-boats all the way from the American
east coast to the coasts of England, Africa and the Russian port of

The war turned at El Alamein on Oct. 23, 1942, and Rommel’s
Afrika Korps found itself backing away from Suez across Libya and
Tunisia. Chased by Montgomery’s 8th Army, it ran into Eisenhower’s
American forces. It made a North African exit in May, 1943.

Across Sicily and up Italy, the Allies chased the foe for some of
the bitterest battles of the war. The
1943, liberated Naples, Rome and Florence, pushed on toward the

knocked out Italy on Sept. 3,

In the east, the war turned at Stalingrad on Nov. 22, 1942, when
the Russians began a two-and-a-half month battle which annihilated
the Nazi 6th Army and started the Russian advance-to Berlin.

on June 6, 1944, when the Allies
across France to join a southern

invasion force which landed on Aug. 15. By September. the war was

was a matter of months. It took

only one more big push to cross the Rhine into Inner Germany.

three days German tanks surprised
the French, seized Sedan and weze
racing for the English Channd},
with fleets of motorcyclists spread-
ing fire and terror ahead of the
armored detachments.

The Germans reached the Chan-
nel at Abbeville on May 21, and
King Leopold announced the sur-
render of his Belgian army a week
later.

Dunkirk, .the British epic of the
war, in which a strange armada of
900 warships, skiffs, tugs and
yachts rescued an army of 300,000
men from the beaches, was over

4. For four vedrs thel
Kaiser’s armies had fought to win
control of the Channel ports; Hit-
ler got them in less than a month.

In vain General Maxime Wey-
gand, called upon to defend France
at the last minute, set "mouse-
traps” for tanks along the Somme.
Turning south on June 6, Hitler
brushed aside the French army.
The Maginot Line was turned. The
French Government evacuated
Paris June 10, the same day Mus-

back” and sent troops across the
border of southern France, where
they merely dug in without any
attempt to help Hitler clean up.

Taking over the French Govern-
ment, Marshal Henri Philippe Pe-
tain announced on June 17, “with
a broken heart,” that he had been
compelled to ask Hitler, as one sol-
dier to another, for an honorable
armistice. The highpoint of the war
until then, for Hitler, came at Com-
piegne on June 22 in the same rail-
way car where Marshal Foch had
dictated peace terms to Germany
in 1918: here he forced France to
sign his armistice.

‘BLOOD, SWEAT., TEARS’

The most vopular song in Ger-
many in 1940 was “We're Sailing
Against England,” for Britain
seemed helpless. She had lost all
but a few score of guns and tanks
in the Dunkirk evacuation. The
RAF wags outnumbered by the Luft-
waffe, )

Britain fell back on hastily or-

ganized home guards to fight from

Six Down, Two

Axis Partners

Remain To Be Put Out Of War

Germany is the sixth Axis power to collapse; and eonly two—
Japan and Thailand—out of one-time eight Reich partners remain

in the war.

At the crest of his power, Hitler’s Axis consisted ot Germany,
Italy, Bulgaria, Finland, Hungary Rumsania, Japan and Thailand.

Italy, his No. 1 European ally,

was the first to quit. On the same

day the Allies began invasion of the Boot—=Sept. 3, 1943—the Italians

signed an armistice and a short
co-belliger~nt against Germany

time later joined the Allies as a

The others fell as result of Russia’s swift campaigns during the -

summer and fall of last year.
Bulgaria signed an armistice

with Russia on Sept. 9, 1944 and

with Great Britain and the United States on Oct. 28.
Rumania sighed an armistice Sep.. 12, 1944 with all United Nations. _
Finland signed a truce on Sept. 19 of that year; and Hungary asked

for peace on Dec. 30.

Since the remaining Axix partners, Japan and Thailand, were
overly busy in the Pacific, Hitler had fought alone in Europe since

the Hungarian collapse.

ish in

solini committed his "stab in the| port

haystacks and hedgerows. Hurriedly
importing hunting rifles, old tanks
and World War I guns from Amer-
ica, Prime Minister Winston
Churchill hunched his head down
between his great shoulders and de-
clared, “We will fight on the beaches
and the landing grounds, in the
fields, in the streets, on the hills.
We will never surrender . . .”

Grimly, 700 valiant Spitfires and
Hurricanes opposed the entire Ger-
man air force. British fighter
planes mounting eight guns and
radar, which gave warning of com-
ing raids, probably saved the Brit-

the-asrviat-battle that lasted
from August, 1940, through May,
1941, when Britain gained uncon-
tested control of the skies.

In September and October the
Germans were assembling their in-
vasion fleet of 3,000 barges and 4,-
000,000 tons of ships. Not until
1944 did Churchill disclose the rea-
son that the Germans never did
invade England—the invasion fleet
was smashed by the RAF’s Bomber
Command before it could ever leave

AXIS INVADES BALKANS

Meanwhile Mussolini believed the
Greek generals had been bought
off, and so he invaded Greece fronf
Albania cn Oct. 28, 1940, just three
hours after a 3 AM ultimatum.

From this developed one of the

big surprises of the war. Instead
of wilting. or “throwing’” the war,
the Greeks fought, and fiercely.
_ Hitler, who had not been in-
formed of Mussolini’s plans. let his
partner sweat it out through the
winter One by one, Hungary, Ru-
mania and Bulgaria had fallen into
the Hitler line-up—Rumania on
Oct. 8. 1940, when German troops
moved in following the Iron Guard’'s
ouster of King Carol; Hungary on
Nov 20. when she joined the Axis;
and Bulgaria on March 1, 1941,
when she signed the Rome-Berlin-
Tokyo pact.

Now the screws were put to Yugo-
slavia. But an uprising upset the
Yugoslav pact with Hitler. and on
Sunday morning, April 6, the Fueh-
rer launched his Balkan campaign
with a ferocious bombing of Bel-

“lgrade. Striking from Bulgaria, the

Germans oroke across the Vardar
Valley in three days. severing the
links between Greece and Yugo-
slavia, and reached the Aegean,
seizing Salonika. .
In vain. a tiny British force which
had been rushed in from Africa

'made a stand at Thermopylae. The

Nazi mechanized divisions rolled
into Athens on April 27 and again
the British carried out a costly
evacuation.

The swastika had floated over
the Acropolis only about three
weeks when Hitler struek his most
andacious airborne blow. invading
Crete on Mav 20. Ten days later the
British admitted loss of the island.

TIDE TURNS IN AFRICA

For three years the battle of
Africa swept back and forth across
the Libyan Desert. but in the end
the Germans couldn’( win because
thev didnt control the Mediter-
ranean.

Ttaly’s Marshal Rudolfo Graziani

(Continued on page 4) 4
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940 Marked Darkest Period For Allies
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The Belgians’ surrender on May 28, 1940, left the British Expeditionary Foree stranded in

Flanders, forcing the British to leave the Continent and abandon tremendous stores of equip-

ment. The heroic evacuation of 300,000 troops from Dunkirk was one of the epics of the war.

While the vastly outnumbered RAF prevented the Luftwaffe from cutting these vulnerable,

disarmed troops to ribbons; the men sweated out their transportation to England aboard every

conceivable kind of vessel which could be mustered in that critical emergency—a curiously-
assorted armada of 900 warships, skiffs, tugs and yachts.

These sorry-looking specimens of Nazi supermen were among
the few left alive at Stalingrad, where the German 6th Army
was wiped out in the historic Soviet counteroffensive which
began Nov. 22, 1942, and never stopped rolling afterward.

Miraculously unharmed during fhe blitz of London, the twin
spires of St. Paul’s Cathedral still stand, the spiritual heart of
England and the Empire. The Battle of Britain cost the lives

This Belgian mother and her youngsters, bewildered but un-

bowed after a brutally indiseriminate Luftwaffe raid wrecked

their home in May, 1940, typify the fate of Europe’s children
—one of the greater tragedies of the war.

R O A Mt

Gloating Nazi chieftains gave history a tail twisting on June 22, 1940, when they ecompelled
representatives of a beaten France to accept their severe Armistice terms in a French railway
car in the Compiegne forest—the same one in which the 1918 Armistice was signed.

P

of 50,000 Britons from Aungust, 1940, until May, 1941, when the American landings in North Africa on Nov. 8, 1942, brought new pressure on the Atl:ika Korps,
RAF won uncontested control of the air. this time from the west. Here Yanks eclean out snipers in Algiers soon after their landing.
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Blum, S¢ uschnigg Found
133 Prisoners

In Group

By Sgt. STAN §
Staff CoPrespondent

AT LAGO DI BRAIES IN THE
ALPS, May 6 (Delayed)—The bold
*men and women of Europe who de-
fied Adolf Hitler—133 of them—
have been freed by the 339th In-
fantry Regiment of the 5th Army’s
85th Division.

Theirs are the names which made
modern history. Their number in-
cludes Kurt Von Schuschnigg, the
Austrian chancellor who refused to
accede to the Anschluss; Prime
Minister Leon Blum of France, Pas-
tor Niemoller of Berlin; Hjalmar
Schacht, the financial wizard who
directed Germany's Reichsbank, and
scores of others from 22 nations of
the world.

Secret orders for the execution
ol the most famous personalities
among them had been issued days
agn by the Gestapo. Only the in-
tervention of the Wehrmacht and
the swift arrival of 5th Army dough-
boys saved them.

Tonight at the Iluxurious hotel
Praga, where the group has been
held since it was brought from
Dachau concentration camp five
days ago, they told their stories.

It reads like fiction at its most
fantastic, but each word is true.
Some were kidnapped from neu-
tral countries or from the sanc-
tuary of neutral embassies. Others
were arrested by Gegtapo agents

who broke into phei hﬂrooms_ at
night. All sai ] &8 N0 physical
torture—or I.}i eat of violence
ternadd ung™n their.face. All
e:'eiﬁpﬁsim}ly health af-
e efr long o ement but for
B?:m. whn 1s fering from lum-
SCIUSCHNIGG SPEAKS
Schusemizownid de-
'_ind for.,
X = bat

fis immediate Family for seven
yvenrs until & few days ngo.

pree]

ON

fidement M a fortress before I had
even been tried,” Blum reported.
Pastor Niemoller, who defied Hit~
ler at his parish of Dahlem in Ber-
lin, greeted us Bible in hand.
“I was treated ‘correctly’,” .the
famous Lutheran minister salgs
“Never did they touch me but for}
four years I was in solitary confine-
ment. Never did I beg a single favor
of them. The Nazis approached me
a few times—very seldom and very| "
cautious attempts to make me join
the party. I refused.”

TWO AMBITIONS

Since last Christmas he has been
permitted to conduet religious serv-
ices for his fellows in the concen-
tration camp. He has two ambi-
tions. 2

“I hope to return to my congre-
gation if anything is left of it,” the

family together — those who are
alive. Then I plan toWisit chu

friends in the U States #nd
Britain. I beli at onl con-
nection be the istian
people o any i the Chris-

tians of the United States and Brit-
ain—particularly+fhe Protestants—
an find a way through the next
few months of starvation and peril.”
Perhaps the greatest surprise of
all was to find Hjalmar Schacht,
Hitler’'s financial adviser, in the
camp. He was in his bedroom drink-
ing schnapps with General Thomas,
deposed Wehrmacht commander
who became German Army eco-
nomic czar, and willingly agreed
to be interviewed.
“I don’t know why I was im-
prisoned,” the white:haired

jtion. The Gestapo broke” 1nto- Ary
bedroom thg nighimedwinly 2, 1944,
I was in night clothes and they:

ra& forbidden even to bear my
LR ERiTe-Tmred “Anstrian

ARl 5. L ey listed _:uxg»-q:_m‘ oped. bhag askedupe of pheut-|
nE"k 28 e et oW EREer Lee Bub ol was
' o rF:*’t-.ﬂ.m'd Tond miot even KNow abongs

g I then lay
¢ blum= on the bombers. Some-
haw ilie orders were never carried.
out

“I maver knew when the Gestapo
would use physical “violence,” he
said. “Always they gave the im-
pression it might come at any mo-
ment. Froiii May 1938 until Novem-
ber 1939 I was in solitary confine-
men! at the Hotel Metropole in
Vienna, Never once did I have even
a breath of fresh air. The guards
would take out their guns and prac-/
tice shooting before me.

“In December 1938 Himmler visi-
ted me and said I would be tried
in 1939. What was I charged with?
They never told me. Anyway the
trial never teok place”

Today Chancellor Schuschnigg
has 0~ one desire: “To be an Aus-
trian- o remain an Austrian.
Never have I changed my views. I
want an independent, democratic
Austria free from Nazi pressure. I
want an Austria of peace, prosper-
ity and stability.”

Sick man that he is, Premier
Blum still bubbled with energy.
“C'est magnifique,” he said as cor-
respondents entered the bedroom
where he and his wife had been
resting. He insisted on shaking
hands with each man.

“De Gaulle is the great, great.
good fortune of France,” he said.
“De Gaulle means a guarantee of
a United France.”

LISTENED TO BBC

For five years Blum has been
secretly listening to the BBC. The
Germans provided a radio adjusted
to Nazi station wave lengths. His
wife, who never before attempted
anything mechanical, worked on it
until” Allied stations could be re-
ceiveu.

Blum, still wearing the familiar
horn rimmed spectacles and boast-
ing his bushy moustache, disclosed
that he was a prisoner in France
until March 1943. Then the Ges-
tapo took him to Germany with
Daladier and General Gamelin.

Once American troops were
within 40 miles of Buchenwald
where he was guarded by 20 SS
men with specially trained police
dogs. . “I spent days and nights
i:stem.rég for American cannon,”

e said.

mitie me dress while they were in
theweom.THey gnve me no reasons.
e ", when T was last

X

il. I had not seen Hitler since
February, 1941, when I asked per-
mission to remarry after my wife
died. In January, 1939, I had been
released as Reichsbank president
and in January, 1933, I was re~
moved as minister.”

Schacht still remained somewhat
the apologist for Clermany, al-
though his dislike of Hitler was ob~
vious.

“Hitler was a big hater,” he said,
“He didn’t understand finance &
bit—he didn’t know what money is
or what it could do. But in some
respects he was a genius—an evil
genius. Diabolic. With that man
everything is possible. He had ideas
—he was by no means unintelligent
but he had a total disregard for
facts he didn’t like. I don’t think
Hitler ever took my advice. There
was no one who could stay with
him and think for himself. They
were all slaves and all afraid, be-
ginning with Goering.”

TALKS FREELY

Schacht talked freely. “Whether
it is Hitlerism, Bolshevism, Social-
ism or Plutocracy, the problems are
the same. Hitler couldn’t solve Eu-
rope’s problems. Now if you can’t,
someone else will attempt. There
are too many Europeans to live
on the soil of Europe. That is the
fundamental problem. The millions
who died in this. war will provide
temporary relief. I am sorry to say
the solution is in colonial expan-
‘sion—the United States and Britain
have never understood that.

“The—attitude of the German
people will remain exactly the
same. They are an excellent people
if anyone gives them order. Hitler
and the Hohenzollerns failed. If
anyone is able to bring order to
\Europe the Germans will be the
easiest people of all to govern. Bug

there will be social trouble.

“Their spirit is unchanged. The
trouble is they did not know what
was going on in the world. There
were martyrs against Hitler—hun-
dreds but they disappeared and so
nothing was ever said of them. Hit-
ler lied and betrayed Germany. |
You cannot imagine how it was.
Five people could not collect to-
gether. If you wrote a word you
disappeared. Five hundred people
%ifed for the attempt on Hitler’s

6.

“I have never been contacted by
Hitler and the only time I ever!
heard from Petsin was when the,
Marshal ordered my perpetual con-

Elements of Co G and the Intel-]
ligence end Reconaissance platoon
of the 339th Infantry liberated the

pastor said. “First I must.€gt my |

Melvin A, Asche of Omaha, Neb.

Von Vietinghoff had been notified
€ .and gave consent, a Wehrmach
if they do not have enough to eat, "compgny was sent to guard the hosf :
tages from the SS and Gestapo.|

Best called in the Gestapo com-
mander and informed him he—Best
—was taking over command andi.
that if the Gestapo offered resist-
ance, the Wehrmacht would meet.
it. The Gestapo man gave in.

Partisans were going to stage a
raid and liberate the whole camp.
After a stormy interview, this raid
was cancelled and for two days be-
fore U. 8. froops arrived the pris-
oners were virtually free, await-
ing American forces under Wehr-
macht protection. The Gestapo and
SS men fled.
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Leon Blum, with his famous bushy mustache, poses
tration camp where Allied armies freed him. The one-

time S§

wife in the Alpine concen- ;
alist premier of France shook}

hands energetically with his lib&*zton

Kurt von Schuschnigg,

who defied Adolf Hitle
talks to the press in the concentration camp

Schuschnigg talked only to his family.

—

camp, located in the town of Alb in
the Dolomite Valley in the shadow
of snow covered Alpine mountains.
They reached the camp at 0615
hours May 4 and had the area
cleared, 150 German prisoners un-
der guard and the concentration
camp freed 45 minutes later. Lit.

and Lt. Charles Anderson of Brook-
lyn led the force.

Only the protection of the Wehr-'
macht had saved the prisoners from
execution, it was revealed by Sigis-
mond Dayne-Best, British agent
who was kidnapped from neutral
Holland by Dutch agents on Nov,
9, 1939 along with a Major Steven-
son. He disclosed that the up had
met in Dachau, then been taken un+
der guard of 30 SS men and 21
Gestapo agents to Innsbruck. Gen-
eral Thomas made contact with a
Wehrmacht divisional commander
near the present camp and after

Later General Garibaldi said

-

r’s demand for Anschluss in Austria in 1938,
in the Alps after his release. For seven years,

Thin and wan after long months of solitary confinement,
Pastor Niemoller, the plucky Lutheran pastor who would not
let Hitler shout him down, tells his story to the free world
after the Allies released him from the concentration camp
at Lago di Braies in the Alps. The newsman at the desk is
Sgt. Stan Swinton, Stars and Stripes.

(Staff Photos by Pvt. Joe Redmond)




