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NATION APPR··ovE·S .ARMY ORDER 
RELEASING AP-AN-ES AM~ERICAN 

Words Are Shards 
Words are not enough, they can 

only hint 
At what the active brain is eager 

to poriray. 
The strongest word expressed is but 

· a tint 
Of what the innermost contends to 

say. 
Words are mental pictures with 

which we try 
To pass experiences, which time has 

stamped 
Upon our brain, to others. Words 

defy 
Perfection, at very best they come 

revamped. 

Remember then, how meagre are 
these words 

Portraying what my heart would 
have you sense, 

And would be chaff, mere bits of 
colored shards, 

Were they composed in greatest 
eloquence. 

So let my days be what my tongue 
aspires, 

And let my deeds be my exempli-
fiers. 

-Jack Greenhill. 
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NLR8 · .JO HEAR 
CASE INVOLVING 
MINORITY -BIAS 

For the first time in its existence- the 
NLRB (national labor relations board) 
has agreed to hear a case to determine 
whether a union which discriminates 
against members on account of race or 
G"'llor can be certified as a bargaining 
agent for employes. 

The decision to consider the discrim-
ination angle was made on a motion to 
set aside an· earlier order for a hearing 
as to the certification of the Tobacco 
Workers Union (AFL) Local 219, in the 
Larus Bros. plant in Richmond, Va. 

The American Civil Liberties Union 
filed a brief as a friend of the board 
urging that the hearing be held as or-
dered, and that the board take up spe-
cifically the question of whether Local 
219 was a fit bargaining agent, in view 
of the fact that it segregated Negroes 
and denied them voting rights in the 
union. A CIO union operating in the 
same field also urged that the board 
consider the discrimination aspect. 

The board will determine whether 
Local 219 "provides for equal represen-
tation of all employes irrespective of 
race or color," and whether "the col-
lective bargaining agreement or agree-
ments made since certification confer-
equal rights and privileges to all ern-
ployes . • . iITespective of color or race." 

Reaction to the army order ending 
the exclusion from Pacific Coast areas 
of Americans of Japanese extrac1ion 
has been generally favorable, both on 
the west coast and throughout the na-
tion. 

The order lifting the ban on the re-
turn of these Americans to their homes 
was issued by Maj. Gen. Henry C. Pratt, 
commanding general of the western 
defense command, with the approval of 
the war department. 

e UPHOLDS BILL OF RIGHTS 
On the heels of t»e · army order re-

scinding the ban against both citizens 
and law-abiding aliens of Japanese an-
cestry, the US supreme court ruled that 
American citizens could not be detained 
in relocation camps against their will. 

Raising the possibility of immediate 
freedom for most of the persons de-
tained in relocation camps, the court 
in an opinion by Associat,e Justice Doug-
Jas declared that detention of lo)'al citi-
zens by federal authorities is illegal 
and cannot be justified by use of -the 
war powers granted the president WI· 
der the constitution. 

The opinion read by Justice Douglas 
ordered the release of Mitsuye Endo, 
former California state civil service 
employe, who has been held at Tule 
Lake and Topaz (Utah) centers since 
her evacuation from Sacramento. The 
power to det ain citizens or impose con-
ditions on their movements ends when 
their loyalty is established, he said. 

The provision that persons Cl\11.DOt be 
deprived of due process of Jiberty \\.ith-
out due process of law ta k e s 
precedence over the war powers of the 
president, he observed, and the right 
of habeas corpus can be suspended only 
in particular circumstances. 

e WIDE APPROVAL 
In Sacramento, Calif., Gov. Earl War-

ren appealed to all groups in California 
to support the a'tmy's decision. 

- Military decisions such as this," he 
said, "are designed for the ultimate 
success" o:f the war effort and ••any 
public unrest tha.t develops from provo-
cative statements will of n~ssity retard 
the flow of materials t.o our boys." 

Church leaders, labor unions and civil 
liberties groups throughout California 
expressed support of the army's order 
and urged respect for the constitution-

al rights of the returning evacuees. 
The San Francisco Council of Church-

es placed itself squarely on record as 
"vigorously" opposed to proposals in 
some circles for state legislation "to 
cancel or deny to loyal citizens of Jap-
anese ancestry the rights and duties 
of their citizenship." 

The Southern California branch of the 
American Civil Liberties Union h&iled 
the army or<ler as "a welcome r~og-
nition that the bill of rights must b~ 
preserved in wartime as in tin~s of 
peace, and on' the Pacific coast as every-
where in the Unit~d States." 

Gov. Bottolisen of Idaho announced 
himself as heartily in accord with the 
army's order. 

In Los Angeles, prominent citizen\ 
attending a bill of rights luncheon spon-
sored by the evacuees' rights committee 
of the Catholic interracial council of 
that city went on record approving the 
return of Japanese American citizens 
to their Pacific coast homes. 
e OPPOSITION WEAK • 

Opposition to the army order was 
weak and isolated, indicating that only 
professional anti-Japanese agitators are 
disposed to question the decisions of the 
army and the US supreme court in the 
matter. 

Here and there, largely .from petty 
officials and in some divisions of veter-
ans' organizations, echoes of racial 
hysteria were heard, but the concensus 
was that the public generally would 
support the judgment of military au-
thorities backed as it was by the high-
est court in the land. 

The California department of the 
American Legion met reports of the pas-
sage of anti-Japanese American resolu-
tions by several of its posts with the 
following strongly-,\lorded declaration: 

••If there be any among you who 
would bring shame and disgrace on· t.he 
American Legion by violating the prin-
ciples of the Legion, by denying to a <..i.ti· 
zen. the rights which are his, then yon 
forfeit your right to be considered a 
good Legionnaire." 

Of the 110,000 persons originally eva-
cuated from the west coast, more than 
35,000 have been relocated by the war 
relocation authority outside the Pacific 
coast, and the majority of them are ex-
pected to stay in their new localities, 
WRA officials declared. 
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MAYOR BOWRON URGES 
RESPECT FOR RIGHTS OF 
JAPANESE AMERICANS 

~ 

Mayor Fletcher Bowron, of Los Angeles, in a state-
ment on the army order lifting the ban on the return of 
Japanese Americans to their homes, urged all citizens 
of Los Angeles to help "preserve civil liberties and pro-
tect the rights of every individual, whatever his race, 
color .or racial ,origin." 

11W e all recognize that it is the ·duty of govern-
ment to· ·protect its citizens, and that it is the duty of 
citizens to observe the law," the statement said. 
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*NOW 

From Behind Barbed Wire Fences, 
These American Children 
Hail Bill of Rights 

The following four essays on the bill of rights were written by 
Japanese-American children confined in relocation centers. The 
four essays published here are representative of more than a 
score of such essays in the possession of NOW, and written 

ffi'n:mft'I by American children of Japanese extraction. 
NOW is proud to be able to publish these essays, proud of these young 

Americans who, despite the injustices inflicted upon loyal Americans of 
Japanese ancestry, still hold firmly to the bright promise of democracy. 

That these young Americans can, from 
behind the barbed wire fences of relo· 
cation centers, hall the spirit of the bill 
of rights is a tribute both to their un-
flinching patriotism and to the virility 
and power of the democratic ideal. 

NOW wishes that every American 
could read the following essays on the 
significance of the bill of rights. 
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i FOR "LIBERTY AND i i 'JUSTICE TO ALL" ! 
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ELSIE OKAMOTO 
10th Grade, Miles E. Cary Hi,:h School, Colo-
rado River Relocation Center, Poston, Arizona. 

Age 15. Former student of Blanco 
School, Salinas, Oalif. Daughter of a 
laborer. Pre-evacuation address: Box 
905, Salinas, Gali/. 
Bill o! rights-the United States con-

stitution - amendments - I have heard 
these words ever since I started learn-
ing the United States history and gov· 
ernment but I could never understand 
fully what they really meant to me. 

I have always thougbt they were just 
"one of those things" that teachers 
wanted to cram into your head. 

Now at last, I am gradually realizing 
what those words mean to me and to 
every other citizen and resident of the 
United States. 

Today, especially, the significance of 
the bill of rights is fully realized and 
appreciated by everyone in the United 
States. 

In this disastrous World War II, we 
see other nations' freedom and liberty 
destroyed by those merciless dictators. 

Thank goodness, we have no such 
thing as a dictator in our government, 
and I think the full credit goes to our 
forefathers who adopted the bill o! 
rights in 1791. 

Our government is nm by the people, 
of the people, and is for the people who 
are the citizens and residents of the 
United States. 

In Europe today, there is no freedom 
of religion, press, speech. But in Amer• 
ica as a whole, we have freedom of re-
ligion, press, speech. But as in every 
case, there are a few people in the 
United States who are unreasonable and 
thus we have such groups as minority 
groups. 

I think these minority groups should 
have the right to enjoy and appreciat.e 
the freedoms the majority groups have. 

There are people who should read 
over the United States constitution 
again, the people who think they know 
more than others. 

But I am glad 1n say that a majority 
of the people aren•t so unreasonable and 
we are all now fighting together for 
our liberty. 

People of white, yellow, black, and 
red races in America are fighting side 
by side in the trenches for one great 
cause-liberty and justice for am 
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i "AMERICA'S BELIEF I 
I AMERICA'S HOPE" I 
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SHIRO SATO 
12th Grade, Miles E. Cary Hi~h School, Colo-
rado River Relocation Center, Poston. Arizona. 

Age 17. Former student of Watson-
ville Union High School. Son of a 
farmer. Pre-evacuation a d d r e s s : 
Route 11 Bo~ 22381 Watsonville, Gali/. 
In the past the bill of rights didn't 

have much significance to me. I learned 
in school that it was the first ten amend· 
ments to the constitution, and that was 
all. 

I can recall many times when I :felt 
that the bill of rights had failed me, 
that the bill of rights was just a piece 
of paper with writing with no signifi-
cance at all. 

But after studying the constitution 
I have found that I was wrong. The bill 
of rights has significance, value, quality. 
In fact it is something neither money, 

AMERIOANS, ALL: ••• Honor roll at Idaho reJocation with 415 names of Japanese 
Americans who volunteered fOt' combat duty itl U.S. army. 
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MEDICAL DETACHMENTS ••• of the combat team give service in field, ranging 
from dental care to blood plasma transfusions. 

time, nor wishful thinking can replace. 
It is first symbol, then a reality, the 

symbol of what America is striving for, 
and it must not be destroyed by thought, 
or force whatever the price may be. 

We all know that the bill of rights in 
its effect is not perfect. But that does 
not mean that the bill of rights is a 
failure, not by a long shot. 

For the bill of rights is America's 
belief, America's hope. 

When I first came across the bill of 
rights, its significance to me was noth-
ing. Here I was placed in a camp, evacu-
ated from the place where I lived, prac-
tically all my freedom taken away. 

Then I realized how wrong I was. 
I admit certain privileges have been 
taken away from me, but there are 
greater things I still hav~ given to me 
by the bill of rights. 

Do I have the right to worship as I 
please? You betcha! I can talk as I 
like, write as I see fit. These privileges 
can not be taken away by any individ· 
ual, or orgaipization in the world. 

The bill of rights must, and will be 
preserved If the future of America Is 
a fulfilment of its past. 

The bill of rights is a symbol that will 
be a reality tt we win both the war 
and the peace. 
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HARUMI MORIMUNE 
11th Grade, Miles E. Cary HlKh School, Colo-
rado River Relocation Center, :Poston, Arizona. 

Age 16. Former girl student- of 
Watsonville · School. Pre-evacuation 
address: 334 Bridge Street, Watson-
ville, Gali/. Has two brothers, Shig 
M orimune and Harry M orimune, in 
the U. S. armed forces. Father de· 
ceased. 
In wartime, the bill of rights has spe-

cial meaning to the Isseis, Niseis, and 
Sanseis, who were evacuated. Here is 
an average Japanese American family, 
which is glad to be living under the 
bill of rights. 

After being in camp a year, the Taka· 
tas with their two sons, Ricky and Bobb-
y, were relocated to a mid-western town. 
At first they were happy at the thought 
of starting life anew. 

The first day of school the children 
were excited, for they were going to an 
American school again.' Imagine! They 
were to sit in class with American boys 
and girls. 

Once settled, the children were happy. 
Suddenly one day Ricky came home 

crying. He said sobbing to his mother 
that one of his classmates had called 
him "a yellow Jap." He answered that 
he was an American, but to no avail. 

The next day the two were absent. 
Was it because of the incident which 
occurred yesterday? No. 

During the night Mrs. Takata. re-
ceived a telegram stating her brother, 
Ben, had been killed in action. Fortu-
nately, his parents, although in a relo-
cation center, could give him a Buddhist 

funeral, for in Am.,erica they had free-
dom of worship. 

A few days later the boys went back 
t.o · schooL Somehow the news of Ben's 
death had gotten around. When Ricky 
reached his desk, he found a note of 
apology from his classmate. 

Tears started flowing for Ricky was 
so happy to know that they accepted 
him as an American. 

That night after she heard the won4 

derful news, Mrs. Takata prayed for 
the first time. She prayed to God to 
tell Him how thankful she was to be 
living in the United States. 

A privilege, which her son received 
this morning, is granted only to those 
who are fortunate to be living under 
the "bill of rights." 
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TOM KOJIMA .1 
12th Grade, Miles E. Cary High SchooL, Colo• 
rado River Relocation Center, Poston, .iliizona. 

Age 17. Former student of P•!Jrter· 
ville Union High School. Son of a 
farmer. Pre-evacuation address: 
Route 1, Box 616, Porterville, Oalif. 
Has three brothers, Takashi, Takay-
ama, George and Fred Kojima, all in 
the U. S. armed forces. Takashi 
awarded purpl.e heart at. -the Euro-
pean front. · 
The bill of rights is very essential to 

America because we the people of the 
United States benefit from it very much. 

It has made this young nation of ours 
into one of the most democratic na-
tions of the world. 

Had it not been for the bill of rights, 
perhaps I would never have had the 
opportunity of growing into the Ameri~ 
can ways of life. 

,.. Perhaps my education would have 
come from an old tumbled down shack, 
only for Japanese students, instead of 
the big and well equipped public schools 
that I have had the opportunity of at-
tending before evacuation into the des-
ert city of Poston, Arizona. 

Perhaps there would have been no 
100th infantry battalion or the 442nd 
infantry battalion now overseas, had it 
not been for the bill of rights that as-
sured those soldiers of Japanese descent 
that it was their freedom as well as 
yours and mine that must be preserved. 

I know that every living person in 
the United States is benefited by the bill 
of rights. 

For instance, there were many per• 
sons picked up by the FBI who soon 
after were released. Why were they 
taken? Because they were thought to 
be dangerous to the United States. 

They were sent to internment camps, 
but many of them soon returned. Why? 
Because the bill of rights states that all 
persons shall have a trial by jury be-
fore conviction. 

I am grateful to have been born in 
the United States, for I can proudly say 
that this is my own nation, my native 
.land. .... 


