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Americans vs. Americans 
The simple fact that Americanis1n 

is not served by the persecution ol 
Americans still needs to be \earned. 
lt needs to be \earner\ by, among 
others, the American Legion post ol 
Hood River, Ore., which has expunged 
{rorn its countY war roe1noria\ the 
names of 16 Americans of Japanese 
ancestry who are serving with the 
United States forces overseas. The 16 Americans whose name':' 
were erased from the n1emorial arc 
being good Americans, bY fighting for 
their country. The mernbe1·s ol th• 
Hood River post of the Americ>' 
Legion who voted for the erasure ar• 
being poor A1nencans, bY. a~lowin 
themselves to be led by pre3ud1ce a' 
empty emotionalism into persecut" 
their fellow-citizens, ===----



ROCKFORD, ILL., 
REGISTER-REPUBLIC 

May 24, 1944 

We Point With Pride 
th picture page A photograph R~gisier - Republic 

of Saturdays American boy as 
showed. a Japa~esef a spelling contest 
one of six ~m1!e1 s ~ h school. It was 
at Lincoln Ju~ior hig f the tolerance 
refres m d this community, pa -

h . g evidence o . r 
which perva es ·d' chool system. 
ticulal'ly Roctfoi ~ !t another of our 

A few wee s ag American girl took 
schools a Japa~se- test She did not 
part in a speec con an instructor has 
win first place, but . d the heaviest 
told us thaiJ: shecl;.~<;<;;,:•tes wan_tedhh~r 
applause. erh was welcome mt e1r to know that s e 

midst. • . • . the whole middle 
Rockford, yes d f 1·ts record of b prou o .· west, may e I Japanese-Ame11-

acceptan~e ofh 1~~a an appreciation of 
cans, ':'7~1ch s o 11 the letter of the the spmt as we as 
constitution, 

MAn1soN. W1s .. sTATE/ ]OlJRNA.L 

December 3, 1944 iH ak ing Progress 

Headlines 1·ecently Proclaimed that 
47 states now a,·e open for relocation of Japanese-Ame1·icans. 

News reports also reveal that one 
of these 47 states, Colorado, went 
much farther in a refei·endum last 
month. The People of Colorado 1·e. 
iected a Proposed constitutional 
amendment to bar Japanese aliens 
from owning land in that state. 

All of Which deserves the emphasis 
of repetition here as evidence of p,·og. l'ess in Americanism. 

---_:___ 

OMA.HA. WORLD HERALD 
November 28, 1944 

Home Is Where the Heart Is 
"I have the face of a Japanese but 

mv heart is American," said T. Sgt. 
B€n Kurokf in revealing here that the 
War Department has gi·anted his re. 

CITIZEN NEws 
Hollywood, Calif. 

November 7, 1944 

quest for assignment to combat duty in the Pacific. 
Speaking before a group of trans-

Planted Nisei (Japanese-Americans 
shunted from the West Coast) this 
'llodest soldier from Hershey, Neb., 
who tlew with the first Liberator 
squadron over Europe, told of his am-
bition to tly over Tokyo in a bombe,·. 

His words might well be Pondered 
by some, perhaps weJJ-intentioned, who 
have the face of Americans but the 
hearts of bigots so far as Ben Kuroki 
and his minority g-roup of American~ a 1·e eonce1·ned. 

~ 

WASliINGTON POST 
July 13, 1944 

Exclusion Test 
..• If the exe/usion is based on n9thing 
more than racial hostility, then it 
1·aises an ug/y threat to the funda. 
mental principles of American life. 
It bears, as Mr. Justice Murphy 
Pointed out elsewhere in his opiniou 
on the curfew case, "a melancholy re-
semblance to the treatment accorded 
members of the Jewish race in Ger. 
many and other parts of Europe." If 
the freedom of citizens can be re. 
stricted because of the spe!Jing of 
their names, then none of us can 
claim mo1·e than a temporary •nd illusory hold upon freedom. 

Our Japanese-Americans 
Deserve Fair Play 

••,They have bought War bonds given 
fo the l!ed Cross, joined in War '•olun. 
eer .work. Some Booo Japanese. 

A.mer1cans •re in the United Stat 
Army. They fought bravely in ItaJ;s 
Mhany are •nterpreters in the Pacifld 
t .eatder.h ~;:.me of the Women have Jome t e YV Ac. 

Some 80,000 •re still in reJocatJon 
j"nters, •fraid of "the outside" Pro 

Concealed 

Though there are many People Who 
express fears about the return of 
Jlme,·ican. citizens of Japanese ances. 
t,y to CaJ,fo,·n.,a, it_ hasn't Yet become 
apparent to this Wnter What they are afraid of. 

Cert_ainJy there a1·e no fears that 
returning Japanese Would lessen our 
Wa1·heffort by contributing their labor, 
\o t e raising of c1·ops or the manu. iactu1·e of war supplies. 

. Perhaps it is not fear that is bothe,·. 
,n_g_,ome People .. Pe1·haps it is simpJy 
Pi •Judice. Ii it 1s Pre Judice it Wi!J not 
be admitted, fo1· that Would be admit. 
ting that the fundamental rights of 
A.me1·ican ~recognized. 

SANTA. ANA, CALIF., 
REGISTER August 22, 1944 

The Sooner the Better 
l!"°;J d~mocraey, Christianity and 

Americanism means that People must 
Jive a _dangerous life. They must have 
faith in other People and be Willing 
t~ \•ke risks. We should have been 
Willing to take the risk that Possibly 
a .few Japanese might have caused a dis turb.ance. 

.But since We have made a serious 
llllStake, the sooner We co1·rect it the 
better. There is no excuse Whatever 
now. for keeping the Japanese in de-
tention camps. They •re entitled to 
the same Protection by the govern. 
ment as every other citizen, no matter What l'ace or cofol', 

ClfAJ?LoTTE;, N. C., NE:ws 
October 11, 1944 I 

OF VALon __ 
It Is Not Limited to 
Any One Group 

···It Was last SJ>ri11 o- th t 
a Guadalcanal i·ct~rana a l'oung Marine, 
country and found vi ., rctu,r,1ed to !his 
against American, /'yus d,scrunmation 
in California-an,; .° apancse ancestry 
I- t d J, lJ 

111 a 11at1011aJJy.c·r a e cttcr accusccJ the Ca/'£, . . D I cu. 
men, of tl1c .4.nicrican L 

0
_! 01 n,a •Part. 

SJ>onsorino· tlie nio el::, 1011 of a.ct11aJJy '\, ·"' . . vement, oundl;,_ hurt that other A.meridans s~ 
stigm,tize them. Their Problem . not of ~heir 111aking, is 

We imposed it upon them. We_ 
the Go_vernment and the People-must , 
soJve. it generously and With Under! s~n~n~ • 

Otherwise democracy is but an i'dJ w~~ e 

e re101cc 111 the i . . . 
/?Oisl,cd battle recor 1 nc,/asf/1f!:ly d>stin. 
anc1 consider their dc~~s O J esfie troops, 
c,ent answer to hr . on e1 . ce sofli. 
idle talk of ti cspons,ble •rit,cs and 
battle, after aJ}e i~rct'IJ,11dfi1cec1J. ~csponsc in I 

· ' e na evidenc d a, C'JUate testnnonv to th I 1 e, an 
me,, to the AmeriCa ·d e 

1 
°l'a tJ· of these 

their stakes . th· n I ea -re~arcJ/ess of 
In is country's future. 
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