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Sketches on 5th C.Y.B.L. Los Angeles Convention
(Written as a Supplementary to the Official Report of Aki Yoshimura)
By EDITH CHIKARAISHI

March 27, 1941 . . . Thursday, 2:05 A.M. . . . left at this unholy hour from
the Stockton Santa Fe depot in the pleasant company of three Lodi Y.W.B.A.
members and a fellow YWette . . . Unfortunately we picked a train that stops for
“station identification” at every nook and corner which accounted for our ar-
rival in Los Angeles around 12 noon without any semblance of sleep . . . Has
anyone ever tried to sleep in 2 coach, trying to stretch out without either the head
or the feet slipping off the makeshift bed?

Thursday 2 P.M. . . . reported to the first Directors meet at the Betsuin
after commandeering N.C. Forensic Chairman, Masao Wakai to act in official
capacity due to absence of Aki Yoshimura. After waiting 45 minutes the meeting

was called with representatives present from the Northern, Southern, Coast, and
Central California Districts.

Official business . . .

All those present were in favor of creating women's athletic division. Change
in constitution to be made and to be brought up at representatives’ meeting.

Compilation and distribution of a directory of the district and chapter head-
quarters and president’s names to each chapter.

Northern District suggested formation of Buddhist Research Bureau, with
cither a research chairman of the C. Y. B. L. or executive secretary as head.
Note . , . Such a group will give the research department of each district some
definite foundation from which to carry on their departmental work.

Laid on the table were . . .

Initiation of a system of competitive awards for district periodicals.

Presentation of 2 booklet on Buddhism to each Bussei draftee by C.Y.B.L.

Discussions were held on . , .

Probable organization of past leaders' group. Some definition of the word
“past leader” and who would constitute this group. Others wanted to know how
such a group will be able to stay together, and still others wanted to know
whether the group should be limited . . . These questions added to others ended
in a general confusion with no results.

A similar discussion was held on the creation of an older member group.
It seems that the Northern California District is the only one with an unified
older member division to constructively result other than arousing in the delegate’s
mind the importance of such a group.

Although it had been asked oI‘Pall districts to submit a report on the Bussei
Academy, the Bay District and the North were the only ones that took this to
heart and really worked on it. Dr. Tad Tani sent in a detailed technical report,
and the Northern delegate submitted an idea or two.

One of the most harrowing meetings I've ever attended for this one lasted
more than three hours without a minute’s rest, hard seats, and no fresh air. Oh!
for the life of the official delegate . . . Meeting was finally adjourned after 6 i:a,m.
at general demand. What ever happened to that tea at the Japanese Consulate?
It seems that during this meeting interlude, the other Encee members were able
to go on a general sight-seeing tour and shopping spree.

In the State Bussei pingpong tournament held this same afternoon, Miss
Misako Tanaka, French Camp Miss, brought honor to the district by winning the
women's division championship. Thank you, MISAKO!

Thursday, 8:00 Bussei Time . . . Koyasan Betsuin

A get-together social was held, at which time we had our first taste of the
well-known Southern California hospitaliry.

March 28, Friday, 9:00 A.M. Bussei Time . . . Opening Ceremony

Sixteen

An impressive opening for the three days . . . Our district banner, very out-
standing among the others, was proudly carne‘d in,

Friday, 10:15 A.M. Representatives Meeting

Propositions favored at first directors meeting were passed by group.

Torrance was accepted in Southern Y.B.A. Chapter.

Treasury report given by Dr. Itatani, C.Y.B.L. treasurer.

Constitution revised on various points.

All revisions approved except that concerning advisory board.

Ratio of votes given in Encee are as follows:

SACHAMENIO weveercecenrmnereesnreece 60 CY.BL. clrds. oot
Flogsn Rt e K

French Camp ..cocovveecvnnceaces 50

A T S ———

Vacaville ...ccoonecerrecreinminacees 80

Walnut Grove ..................... 80

L R ———

Friday, 1:00 P.M. Nomination Board Meeting :

Came out of this meeting to find one of Los Angeles’ fgmous rainstorms
over our heads. Just pourin’. Incidentally, it continued 'ull late in the evening so
that the streets were just sweeping torrents of water.

Friday, 3:00 P.M. Panel Discussions ‘

I artended “Harmony in Sangha” chairmaned by Katherine Nakaso. No or-
ganized material was brought up for discussion; however, we were urged to have
our gatherings of interest to the Kibei members.

Friday, 5:00 P.M. General Meeting b ]

Bay District was awarded the plaque for the largest gain in the Membership
Drive conducted by C.Y.B.L. Although they were given the allotment of 150 new
members, they actually gained 274 members. Oakland was the single chapter hav-
ing the most individual gain for they have entered 90 new members and rightfully
deserved the honor plaque. The Bay District was outstanding in every phase of
the convention, wheLEet it be activities or sports. _

March 29, Sarurday, 9 A.M. Separate Women's Mec_tmg It H

A women's division teport for our district was given. Many districts have
or are planning to have a Women's Play Day . . . It would be something for the
athletic manager for our district to think it over as the organization of such an
activity may prove successful.

:\Yl! di};tgm not having regulation uniforms at conventions are asked to have

Recommendations of having speakers attend Y.W.B.A. meetings and lecture
on Child Psychology, Hygiene, and other topics of interest.

Saturday, 12:30 Noon. Tokyo Grill : )

Was in{vited to the Writerl'?Guild meeting and luncheoned on fried chicken
again. Came to the drastic conclusion that the Los Angeles chickens are in a class
by themselves as at the banquer and at this dinner, I chanced upon a piece that
was slightly underfed . . . bones and skin. _

I was honored to meet almost all the name newspaper Bussei up and down
the coast, as well as the Southern paper representatives. s

I have much faith in the organization of a writers' guild within the Young
Buddhists. Let us all do our best to foster this group as its potentialities are many.
With Tad Hirota to lead us, it will become a reality.

Seventeen







June 3, 1941
Dear Yosh:

Say, could you pick me up on your way to the Weimar Talent Show, Sun-
day? I don't wanna miss it for the world, what with 21 talents listed on the pro-
gram (and such a list of N.C. artists!) and after all this thing has been dis-

cussed for about two years and I wanta be there when the District finally takes a

bow anyway. I've got my fingers crossed and I hope it mrns out as well as we ex-

pect at least for Utaka's sake if not for the District’s and the Sac'to. J.A.C.L.'s.

By golly, that kid's been working feverishly at it! Why not come over for an

early lunch so I'll know, just how soon I'll have to get ready in? Maybe, I can't

concoct a heavy meal, but I promise you won't starve, Okay? Will be waiting—
Your loving Si

* * * %

August 30, 1941
Dear Yosh:

Did you get a copy of our subsidiary publication? Not bad for a first edition,
huh? Bouquets to the Lodi people. D'ja notice the nice things they wrote about
me? Think I'll frame that page. Did I tell you we had an orchestra to accompany
the talents who partidpateg at the Bret Harte benefit last week? Ritzy, don't you
think? Well, we done a good deed again . . . If these things keep up we should
be sprouting wings pretty soon.

Your loving Si

* #* * *

October 13, 1941

Dear Yosh:

Thanx to Columbus we’re having a holiday today and no work. I'm thank-
ful for a lotta things besides, oo . . . liking living here and eating anything I
like as much as I want, etc., etc. Gee, I'm feeling patriotic today. And that re-
minds me, we can boast that the N.C. District bought $200 worth of U. S. De-
fense Bonds recently. That's doing something considering the fact that we spent
almost our last dollar of our sinking fund for them. And speaking of last dollar,
my personal fund is sinking awfully fast, what with the Federal tax ’n every-
thing—you don’t by any chance know of anyone who can tide me over til pay-
day, do you? In case you didn't know, this is an SOS call.

Your loving Si

* * * =

November 1, 1941
Dear Yosh:

One more month til conference in Lodi and are we trying to cram in every-
thing at once. I saw Evelyn the other day and she seems to see or hear nothing
but the Bussei Guide, she’s editing. I've been chewing my nails trying to think
up something to write in for her, but it just won't come. You know of any jokes
I might slip in? Oh, I forgot to tell you that you missed something when you
couldn’t attend Reverend Sunya Pratt’s lecture. She was a honey! Oh well, you'll
hear some good speakers at the conference so . . . I hear they might get Mike
Masaoka for one of the speakers which surely would be the highlight. Say, will
you remind me not to forger to pick up the pole and stand before starting for
conference? After all, we wanta show off our Eram'] new chapter banner too, you
know. Well, be secing you . . .

Your loving Si

Twenty

Florin Y. M. B. A.
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Organized............January 30, 1930
Charter Members............................17 ~ Present Members..........cc...ccccov...... 68

ACTIVITIES
Religious Meetings—Held the fourth Sundays of each month with Reverend
Naito as speaker.
December 7-8, 14-15, 1940—Northern California Y.B.A. Basketball Tourna-
ment.
December 15, 1940—Victory dance honoring the champions of the Basketball
Tournament,
January 4, 1941—New Year Social with the Florin EL. and the KD.C. as
¢ . . .
January 23, 1941—Keiro Kai honoring the Isseis of Florin and its vicinity.
March 22, 1941—Party honoring the basketball players bringing to a close
the 1940-41 basketball season.
April 6, 1941—Annual Hana Matsuri.
June 14, 1941—Graduation Party honoring local graduates.
July 19-20, 1941—Annual Obon Festival and Y.B.A. Carnival. £
July 26, 1941—Outing and weenie-bake at Rartlesnake Bridge in appreciation
the committees in charge of the Carnival. '
October 23, 1941—English Service in conjunction with Reverend Prat's

President
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Lodi Y. M. B. A.

b SRR R S R N
R 3 T B R O R e
Cortesponding Secretary.... ..o scomnosece Fr6d. Oshitna
Recording Secretary_..................... ... SS—— T 6 T
TIeAsurer | i Ssistisnes i snenssssvesssssinsss MBSAJE Tanaka
AudnorMonry Urakami, Tom Ishida
Cultural CRRUMAN. ... coimeciorioninttsrsnacnsnsinssmessiiesssstssesiamessomsserssennene KOUNjE Sakoda
Social Chaitmen.... odie o) meeecsiosccn
IAINIRHIEY. i ihiinanios siionssnrs
Board of Council

revesresemncenre JaMies Ishida
werernaneensee. . MAS20 ' Wakai
sss—— - 11 /7 T

resmrmeseesnnnessncanennnsnsn ICOEGE Puruoka, Tom Tsutsumi
William Kagawa, Shigeru Kaba, George Shigehira,

George Ouye, James Funamura
BOVIIOE i sttt
Hooorary Presieit ................covicoiiiciciivin o

ACTIVITIES

cermereneeeeen MBS, Tsusaki, Mr, S. Kawamura
Giessibvekacinba i een eI M ZHI L 11

November—Election.

January—Participated in Y.W. Benefit Program. Religious Service—Rev.
Sasaki of Sacramento, speaker.

February—English Service—Rev. Kumata, speaker. Skating party.

March—Co-sponsored “On to Seattle” Dance, Sent delegate to C.Y.B.L. con-
fab ar Los Angeles.

April—Hanamatsuri.

May—Y.M.B.A. Templars opened baseball season. Memorial Service.

June—Graduation Party and Social.

August—Outing at Loma Lake. Initial publication of N. C. Quarterly Paper
O-Bon Service and Odori.

Lodi Y. W. B. A.

P i iin sl Lt s L & Toshiko Oga
Ll T G RO R e Ouye
2nd Vice President............................... cemenesranseas e ssessanseaseseSUMIYe  Hiramoto
Recording SecretaryFusaye Kaba
Corresponding Secretary........................ e X onion Ot
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AR b e FEHESE R S eae  T
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Social ChamnanMary Oshima
Musicel CRRIOMI. S i vinissisimisrisristesspionsbiasirn ENCE Kagawi
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Religious Cha:nnanLoRnyne Sugimoto
Social Welfare.......on.vcoeees crertmierssersssneensssenenseen- MIS20  Hiramoto
AYISOMB: oo hidats Mrs. Mizutani, Mrs. Kawamuri

ACTIVITIES

November—Election. Invited to "After Harvest” Social given by Y.M.B.A

December—Party honoring brides-to-be.

January—Annual Y.W.B.A. Benefit Show.

February—English Service with Rev. Kumata as guest speaker,

March—Sponsored N. C. “On to Seartle Dance.” Organization of the
Y.W.B.A. Junior Division and election of officers.

Twenty-four

ril—Participation in "Hana Matsuri.”
:dgy—MorherE Tea. Installation of Junior officers.
June—Graduation party combined with Y.M.B.A. and J.A.C.L.
August—Outing at Loma Lake. Church clean-up. Publication of N.C, paper.
O-Bon odori. Benefit Bazaar.
October—English Service with Rev. Pratt as guest speaker.

Lodi Jr. Y. W. B. A.

reresrreecieseiernnNellie Harada
cevcreeneneeeeiNANCY  Shimozaki
cosrbemsersnnmriiennad . Tahidn
Hisako Kosaka
eveesireneneee TOShiko Iwamiya
erenee.DOrothy Funamura
ceeerenineianMasako Kubo
e RO NI A R R RN 1 T
Organized............February 7, 1941
Charter Members

President
Vice President..........cccocooicecrinnncacee. L AT
SR
Corresponding Secretary

o s e SO

Cortez Y. B. A.

B st —emvevss ot ncmsnnsanss ropmrneasmssssscasssmrmsansossssassases OD: MIORMOLO
S S RS Peggy Taniguchi
2nd Vice President........oc..oooooevinnniiiioninnisccciiiicnniie...Albert. Morimoto
Recording Secretary..........coovovccveorccecninsinsccineninssisneneeenen.. FlOrence. Morimoto
&L LT T TG T ——————. 1) ] LT
Treasurer ......... s s IRHICHE | B PWALA

veeeeenFred  Miyamoto

SergcanxatArms = 11 L (R VR S a
.......Minoru Yenokida, Buiichi Kajiwara

Representatives to SYBL..
ACTIVITIES

October 12, 1940—Election of officers.
October 27—Membership drive. Initiation Social.
November 9—General meeting.
December 17— Annual installation of officers.
January 12, 1941—Stockton League Convention.
February 16—Host to S.Y.B.L. Cabinet meeting.
March 3—Cabinet meeting.
Masch 23—]Joint meeting with Race Track.
April—Participated in Hana Matsuri in Stockton.
May 24—Por Luck Outing at Modesto Legion Park.
June 29—Special Meeting.
July 13—General Meeting.
August—Bon Odori,

—Election of officers.

Twenty-Jive
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ACTIVITIES

December 27—The election of new officers was held at the Buddhist Temple.

March 29—The Second Annual Merry-go-Round Day was held at the Y.B.A.
Hall. It was combined with the initiation of the new members, who were: Masako
Doi, Sumiko Sasaki, Amy Sakuma, Reiko Endo, and Kiyomi Kanegawa.

April 5, 20—The Choir practices were held at the Buddhist temple, with
Mabel Sugiyama and Mariko Suzuki as co-chairman.

June 15—A get-together banquet was held at Togetsu Tei. Guests invited
were Rev. Sasaki and former officers and advisors.

June 27—Swimming Party was held at the Clunie Pool. Mariko Suzuki was
in charge of the refreshments.

September 26—An interesting Fireside Chat was enjoyed by the members a
the South Side Club House. Machiko Kimura and Kiyomi Kanegawa rendered
piano solos, Lois Kitazumi sang with Ayako Sato accompanying. Sumiko Washino,
Chizue Fujii, Fumi Okumura, and Mariko Suzuki were in Charades depicting
popular motion pictures and song titles. Miyoko Mano acted as general chairman,

Woodland Y.B.A.

s e S
Boys' Vice President..............
Girls’ Vice President..................._...
English Recording Secretary.....
Japanese Recording Secretary
Boys' Treasurer..... ... ... S 1L T
Gitls' TOOUSULEE.......c.eoceoo s i issorsbisssssissenssnasssisasoss ROMIKO. Nakagaki
English Corresponding Secretary.............ccoooooioercrvencsrccrnannerornnnen.... Harue Ogata
Japanese Corresponding Secretary............ccccccoovcouicvricnnnenoo.. Minoru  Nakagaki
o T L T A e ceneGE0, Yamazumi
Literary Chaitman.._....................... 5 e oo B Figile Yapt
Boys" Athletic Chairman......................... eeerennerenn-Karsuyuki Nakano
Girls" Athletic Chairman..... iemrs iAo e s e s < L VLY A OL)
Boys' Sergeant-at-Arms..............coioimrmripirississssssssssssemssmstsncasseesenes §OM  Murakami
Girls' Sergeant-atArms..........ooooeiierecrneieeenreereseemenneninneneees Sdaki Nakano
Advisors.......ccoooeceoe......... Revs. Sasaki and Hirabayashi, Messes. Tokunags
Ogata, Toizumi, Nakaguma and Yamazumi
Reorganized.......... May 2, 1941
Present Membership........................69

ACTIVITIES
Regular Meetings held monthly.
May 2—Club reorganized and election.
May 12—Mother's Day party.
May 30—Memorial Day service with Sacramento Y.B.A.
June 9—Graduation party.
June 1?——-Participare<f in ralent show at Weimar.
July 27—Noboru Honda. Guest speaker,
August 5—Girls started flower arrangement.
September 21—]Joint English service with Sacramento Y.B.A
October 2—Boys' started basketball training,
Miscellaneous Activities:
Participated in aluminum drive,
ContriEu:ed w US.O.
Reconditioned the Y.B.A. hall.

tacemnensaneabeohlg Narahara
Kasumi Tokunaga
wresmncsessenesee: Lillian Nakano (resigned)
Sess et s AR Totzumi
creerenaMisao Sueoka

Thirty-two

Walnut Grove Y.B.A.
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- ST I T e .....Clara Kuwabara
Assistant Treasurer............ Hitoshi Inaba

Socil CHAITOAD. . icvoucassrisrmiisnsansass

Aiee I}'Imagﬂs; orerinneeer-Henry Kusaba
B i e rasesesa DOTSIE TTIADA

B R e esssesssesr DOROY. SOfye
gsoﬁrcfc:jie?lr sk sake i isisibinisenss 1 akeshi Olamoro

ici R i I T T A BIReR. e
i‘ﬁfg eeverecenn.Reverend Shirakawa

sreraeeeenneeenss Ja0NALY 30, 1928
e D€CEMber 16, 1927

Charter Members:
S 13 | B A i s i)
Present Joint Membership

ACTIVITIES

November, 1940:

a. Auended conference in Sacramento.

b. Obtained uniforms for Ho-Yu team. _ )

¢. Farewell party for Elizabeth Hayashi, Mildred Mizuno, Eddie Sasaki and
Shizue Norikane.

Januvary, 1941:

a. Sponsored New Year's benefit show.

b. Installation and Initiation social. General Chairman, Harry Ioka.

¢. Shower for Nancy Iwaoka. General Chairman, Helen Kusaba.

February: Y A

2. Aiko Kobuke and Bob Sofye participated in N.C. District Oratorical in
Isleton.

b. Sent representatives to Marysville. Cabinet meeting.

April:

& Local basketball hop. General Chairman, Kusuo Honda.

b. Send-off party for Tatsuo Egi.

¢ Hana Matsuri program.

May:

8. Mother's Day social. General Chairman, Kusuo Honda.

June:

a. Graduation party combined with all local Nisei clubs.

b. Sumi Kawamura represented our chapter at the Weimar Talent Show.

€ Reverend Tsumura’s farewell party.

y:
& YB.A. group picture taken.
b. gﬂﬂl:rdlbﬁkt at Baldwin Beach in honor of Clara Kuwabara, who left

T birty-three
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No Escaping It
By PRIVATE LOU TSUNEKAWA

Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri

Greetings from Fort Leonard Wood, Missouri! Here we are about 1800
miles from good old California in a God-forsaken country. It is situated in the
Ozark hills. It is said to be 15 miles in area, and about 37,000 men occupy the fort.
St. Louis is 138 miles away, and offers the soldiers a swell time on weekends. It
rains quite a lot here, 0o, and it seems to be getting colder every night and day.

Every day we are beginning to feel more like veterans . . . even though it
has only been 52 days, 15 hours, and 52 seconds since we were sworn into the
army. And talk about inoculations! I've been inoculated so much that every time
I see a punchboard or a sieve, I blush! Today I had two of my teeth pulled. I
should have known when I joined the army, the “yanks” were coming.

We went on guard duty last week-end. Just like a Sunday School picnic. It
rained like cats and dogs, and we were really “all wet.” Our guard post was out in
the hills, and every time we knocked off for the four hours rest period, we rested
our “dogs” in loose-sided tents. That night we were really “caught in the draft.”

Finally got our rifle practice and took our try at the target. Blazed through
slow fire with flying colors, and when we came to rapid-fire, I made the red flag
wave eight times. (This is only a minor note, but a red flag designates a complete
miss. A red flag is called Aunc Maggie's drawers in the army,) I guess I was
trfying to be a lietle bit too patriotic in wanting to see the flag waving in front
of my rarget.

We went on a scouting expedition the other day and ended up in an indecent
exposure climb. The climb was so steep that when we reached the top of the hill
we ended up in “short pants.”” (Short breath to you.) When we got back to our
barracks, we stood around for mail call, Darn it, is that all I received? Wait a
minute, there's 2 package for me. Look'’s like a box of cookies, too. Yum! Yum!
Here's a note attached to ir. Let's read it. It says, "Sorry we ate most of your
cookies. Opened by mistake. Company B." Oh, well, no hard feelings. After all,
we're all buddies. I hoped they choked. We did on their candy.

This army life is making me soft. We're allowed to lie around in bed every
moming ‘till 5:00 o’clock. This, of course, gives us plenty of time to get washed,
dressed, make up bunks, etc., by 5:10, This idea of making beds in a barrack is a
lot of bunk‘, if you ask me. At 5:10 we stand in line outside and try ro keep
awake, while some (Censored) bugler blows a bugle. Then we grope our way
o the mess hall. Methinks, the army learns the art of fighting in a mess hall. We

swell hot cakes, so I heard. After gorging ourselves we struggle our way back
0 our bunks We have nothing to do until 6:30 so we just sit around and scrub
the ]“ﬂf}e& mop the floors, wash the windows, and pick up all the cigarettes and
e t:l-l:;s w:thxnl; radius of 150 feet from our barracks. So you can see there's
o ihe o sfa.rmy tfe than dnllmg‘ and shooting rifles, getting up in the middle

ght for combar drill, fire drill, and saluting. Next week we are leaving for
. in hal} i{:lrda['jegi?i:nd WGEI hafvei to sleep in pup tents. These tents are
a s : ;

has dlendler BlF of mine; gosh-awful pickle if I couldn't find the guy who
. Kidding a.?ic'ie and looking at the facts serious! 7, there is only one way to
We ate iumpo:::]blllg'dabcsmwed upon us—make the Bt,;c-s[ of it andydo our .y;lrt.
3 was not Sl.lﬂic'y v . ¥ because the government felt that the strength of the
o o umtd or the emergency. As much as we hate the army, we must
rs:li?l:,f ;’_lea:r‘:if:;‘;fs ab;):é it. In the Un_ired Etarcs we have "l-‘rerii

and ) our purpose is to keep it. We gripe an
divi mgld:;;r“’mt- but that won't get uii‘ out of the PArmy, Itgispup to
Suitside, if £ or casy on ourselves. So you fellows on the
Man—eake i and you're fir, don't shirk or make excuses- —be a
Of the Uniteq y did—and be proud to be inducted into the service
Thirty-five


















