


lOOth BATTALION 
THE first Nisei unit to engage in active combat was 
the lOOth Infantry Battalion which had been or-
ganized around a cadre of national guardsmen 
from two Hawaiian infantry regiments. Many of 
the men in the lOOth Battalion had gone through 
the attack of December 7, 1941, in the Honolulu 
area. One Nisei soldier had been killed by the 
attackers. Two others assisted in capturing the 
operator of a one-man submarine' which had 
grounded on a reef off the island of Oahu- the first 
Japanese prisoner to be taken by. the United States 
in World War II. Still another led a detachment 
of soldiers that took into custody a Japanese aviator 
who landed on the island of Niihau and terrorized 
the natives there before his capture. 

In June, 1942, the lOOth Battalion was transferred 
from Hawaii to the mainland for training, first at 
Camp McCoy, Wisconsin, and later at Camp 
Shelby, Mississippi. It embarked for Africa in 
early August, 1943, and joined the invasion army at 
Salerno, Italy, in late September. 

About one month later, on October 21, the War 
Department issued a release stating that the battal-
ion had come through its "first test under Nazi fire 
with colors flying." An Army officer, reporting on 
a visit to the unit, observed that "these soldiers are 
as far away from the stereotyped picture of the 
evil-doing sons of Japan as the all-American boy is 
from a headhunter. It's in their faces. They ob-
viously believe in what they're doing, and look 
calmly secure because of it." 

The lOOth Battalion participated in the landing 
at Salerno and in every major action in Italy after 
the landing. It.made four drives across the Volturno 
River, and aided in the capture of Cassino. It took 
an active part in the march on Rome, and spear-
headed the American attack on Livorno, in the cam-
paign to expel the Nazis from the upper ranges of 
the Italian Peninsula. 

On July 27, 1944, for its "outstanshng perform-
ance of duty in action" at Belvedere and Sasseta 
in breaking up the enemy's defenses, Lt. Gen. 
Mark W. Clark, Commander of the Fifth Army, con-
ferred on it the War Department's Distinguished Unit 
Citation. At that time, individual members of the 

battalion had received 11 Distinguished Service 
Crosses, 44 Silver Stars, 31 Bronze Stars, and 3 
Legion of Merit decorations. Fifteen battlefield com-
missions had been conferred for superior leadership 
in combat. 

In addition to these citahons and promotions for 
valor and military proficiency, more than 1, 000 
Purple Hearts had been awarded as a result of the 
casualties suffered by the Unit. Not all of the men for 
whom the medals were authorized were able to re-
ceive them in person; many had died on the battlefield. 

In Honolulu, on March 11, 1944, Col. Kendall 
J. Fielder, Chief of Staff for Military Intelligence in 
the Central'Pacific, presented Purple Hearts to the 
nearest of kin of 60 of these Nisei soldiers who had 
fallen on Italian soil. "This is not a happy occasion 
for you or for me, but it is a proud one,'' he said. 
"You are the mothers and fathers, the wives, the 
sisters and brothers of American soldiers who gave 
their lives for our country . . . Your boy was an 
American and he fought and died as hosts of good 
Americans have always done and always will do 
when the cause of freedom is threatened ... He 
knew the sweetness of liberty and he knew the foul-
ness of the totalitarian system for he had seen both 
of them at first-hand. 

"He knew also. as you must know, that there are 
some good Americans who, out of righteous anger, 
were slow to accept the fact of his whole-hearted 
Americanism. He didn't need to die to prove it to 
himself, or to you, or to other Americans that he was 
fine and loyal and brave. His willingness to serve 
America by fighting for her proved that." 

The officers directly associated with the lOOth 
Battalion have been unanimously enthusiastic about 
the quality and spirit of the men. Lt. Col. Farrant 
L. Turner, who commanded them before he was 
invalided home, stated that he had "never had 
more whole-hearted, serious-minded cooperation 
from any troops." War correspondents have re-
ported extensively and in highly complimentary 
terms on many exploits of the unit in combat with 
the enemy. These fighting Americans have given 
proof, far beyond the argument of words, that they 
are good Americans. 

~--- On a map of Italy, Lt. Shigeru Tsubota points to the spot, near Salerno, where the lOOth Infantry landed 
with the Allied invasion army. Tsubota, a graduate of the University of Hawaii, received a severe leg 
wound, on September 30, 1943, while directing the placement of machine guns to secure the flank of his 
unit. He hopes to be able to rejoin his unit when he recovers from his wound. 
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A patrol from the IOOth Infantry advancing across a small bridge in Italy with rifles ready. For its performance 
in action, this battalion was awarded the War Department's Distinguished Unit Citation. 

These 11 men were the sole survivors of a Nisei platoon (normally about 50 men) that captured an important road 
junction from the Germans in Italy. When the platoon leader was killed by an enemy tank, a sergeant took com-
mand. A bazooka gunner disabled the tank, and other members of the platoon shot the escaping crew. Then they 
stormed the enemy machine-gun nest at the road junction, and overwhelmed it. 
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On a battlefield in Italy, a Caucasian captain and two 
Nisei soldiers pause for a meal of "K" rations. 

* * 

Press Association, I nc. 
Christmas packages from home are distributed to these 
members of the lOOth Battalion in Italy. 

* * 
On the road to Rome, after the fall of Cassino, which they helped to wrest from the Nazis, a group of Nisei infantry-
men from the lOOth Battalion move up to a new line of battle in the vicinity of Velletri, Italy. 

U. S. Army S ignal Corps 



Listening to the radio in the Walter 
Reed Hospital, Pfc. Kanchi Heyada 
can forget temporarily that he must 
go through life with only one leg. 
He lost the other when a shell burst 
near him on the Italian battle front. 

Jack W i lkes, L ife M agazine 

PFG. OMIYA PROVES 
HIS AMERICANISM 

Soldier of Japanese Descent Back Blinded 
After Brave Role in Italian Fighting 

AN EAST COAST PORT, Jan. 17 <U.P. )-Pfc. 
Yoshinao Omiya of Honolulu, a Japanese-
American who fought bravely until both eyes 
were blown out by a land mine, was among 
battle wounded of the Tunisian, Sicilian and 
Italian campaigns who have been flown from 
this port to the Memphis General Hospital by 
the troop carrier command of the Army Air 
Forces. 

Private Omiya's parents were Japanese. His 
father is dead but his mother and two sisters 
are waiting anxiously for him to return home. 
He entered the Army before Pearl Harbor. 
He is 24 years old and his comrades call him 
"Turtle." 

With a smile, he told of his days at McKin-
ley High School and of his interest in sports. 

Then, after a pause, he told about advanc-
ing with his machine-gl.1-n platoon after cross-
ing the Volturno River. He said the first man 
in the column tripped over a wire which set 
off a land mine. Private Omiya was the 
fourth man in the column and the blast 
caught him full in the face. The first man in 
the column received only slight scratches. 

Near Capriati, Italy, Pfc. Masao 
Okumura went ahead of his outfit to 
do reconnaissance work, walked into 
a mine field. That was the last he 
remembered until he regained con-
sciousness in a field hospital. 

A German dive bomber was respon-
sible for the wounds that brought an 
a ward of the Purple Heart to Pfc. 
Mack Fukusaki. He suffered a serious 
leg wound, and another in his right 
arm that paralyzed two of his fingers. 



American-Born 
Japs Rescue 

Paratroopers 
NEW YORK, Oct. 11 <AP)-The United Nations' 

radio at Algiers said tonight a detachment of Amer-
ican-born Japanese soldiers, after four days under 
fire recently near Benevento, finally entered the town 
and rescued 22 U. S. parachute troops who had been 
behind enemy lines more than two weeks. 

"Capt. Taro Suzuki, a native of Honolulu, was lead-
ing hi.s force forward in that hotly disputed area 
when their fire baptism came," said the English-
language broadcast, recorded by the U. S. foreign 
broadcast intelligence service. 

"Three machine guns opened up on us," Suzuki 
was quoted. "But we took care of them. Subse-
quently the Nazis opened everything they had-they 
let go with mortars and artillery, but our mortars 
subdued all this Nazi wrath." 

The honor of taking their first prisoner was shared 
by Sgt. Edward Kiota of Honolulu and Sgt. Daniel 
Wada of Kawaihae, as patrol leaders, the broadcast 
said. It added the squad which rescued the para-
chute troops was led by Sgt. Yutaka Nazu. 

The action marked the first fighting participation 
of American-born Japanese soldiers in this war. 

In the Moore General Hospital at Swannanoa, 
N. C., Pfc. Kiyoshi Yonemori shares a letter from 
home with a fellow patient. Yonemori was 
severely wounded when his company spearheaded 
an attack on the Germans after crossing the Vol-
turno River in Italy. 
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Capt. Taro Suzuki, for 13 years a reserve officer in the United 
States Army, was the first Nisei officer to be called to active service 
in World War II. In November 1943, during the battle for Italy, a 
piece of shrapnel severed a nerve in his right arm and completely 
paralyzed his hand. 

Cassino, the card game, and Cassino in Italy, where Nisei sol-
diers spearheaded the attack of Lt. Gen. Clark's Fifth Army, 
have nothing in common but a name for Pvt. Kazuto Yoshioka 
(left) and Pvt. Wallace Hisamoto. Yoshioka lost an arm in the 
Italian fighting. Hisamoto, at Walter Reed Hospital, is learning 
to use an artificial leg. 
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SCATTERED 

THE unusual spectacle of two Army units composed 
almost entirely of Americans of Japanese descent has 
naturally centered attention from the first on those 
units and on the Italian front, where the lOOth Infantry 
went into action in September, 1943. Many other 
Nisei soldiers, however, were and still are scattered 
through other branches of the Army, including the Air 
Corps, the Parachute Troops, and the Medical Corps, 

' and many are serving in parts of the world far removed 
from the European war theater. 

There is no envy in the smile of Air WAC Cherry Nakagawara 
as she admires the chevron on the sleeve of her husband, 
Sgt. Yosh N akaga wara. 

American soldiers of Japanese ancestry are partici-
pating in the struggle to crush the armed forces of 
Japan, and to drive them from the vast areas that they 
overran in the Pacific and in Asia. Men whose fathers 
and . mothers came from Japan assisted in the capture 
of Attu and Kiska in the Aleutian Islands; they helped 
to rout the enemy from Kwajalein Atoll and other 

Lt. Noboru Tashiro, U. S. Army Air Forces, forecasts the 
weather and flying conditions for the Army flyers at the 
La Junta, Colorado, Air Field. He was born in Rocky 
Ford, Colo., and graduated from the Colorado School of 
Mines in 1941. 

U. S. Army Air Forces 

Pvt. Ben Moriwaki and Sgt. Fred Tanakatsubo, back 
from the desolate, fog-swept Aleutians, where they partic-
ipated in the military ·operations that resulted in the re-
capture of Attu and Kiska Islands, by American forces, 
visit their families in the Central Utah Relocation Center. 


