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Two former Los Angeles boys- Staff Sgt. Frank Saito 
(right) and Pfc. Shigeru Ogawa (center)- -prepare to 
fire a heavy mortar. Both belong to families which were 
evacuated to the Granada Relocation Center. Pfc. 
Masao Shigemura (left) was born and educated in Seattle. 
He volunteered from the Minidoka Relocation Center. 

* * * * 

A drink of cool water after a long hot 
march brings a smile of refreshment to 
the face of Pvt. Richard Chinnen, of Ho-
nolulu, former bantam weight boxing 
champion of the Hawaiian Islands. 
When the call was made for recruits to 
fill the ranks of the 442nd Combat Team, 
10,000 Hawaiian boys of Japanese an-
cestry volunteered for service. Assign-
ments in the team were available for 
only about 2,500. 
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Three Nisei machine gunners mount the bank of a stream, 
carrying their equipment. All three volunteered while 
living in relocation centers after evacuation from their 
West Coast homes. Left to right: Pfc. Kiyoshi Tomiye, 
Turlock, Calif.; Pvt. Hiroshi Okawa, Seattle, Wash.; Pfc. 
Albert Nakashima, Long Beach, Calif. 
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In fox holes and trenches dug into the soil of southern Mississippi, the 
members of the 442nd Combat Team learned the ways of modern 
warfare which they later used against Axis foes. These machine 
gunners were among the 8,000 members of the Nisei unit that trained 
at Camp Shelby in 1943. 
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Searching with an electrical detector for 
mines is the business of Pvt. Sam Tomiago 
who enlisted in 1943 from the Central Utah 
Relocation Center after his evacuation from 
Berkeley, Calif. 

This cannorl.*squad belongs to the 522nd Field Artillery Battalion which is combined with the 442nd Infantry and the 
, 232nd Engineers to form the 442nd Combat Team. (The unit includes three artillery batteries, a cannon company, 
: an antitank company, and 3 battalions embracing 12 companies of riflemen.) 
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Corp. Samuel Hokari, born 
in Seattle o.nd a graduate 
of the University of Wash-
ington, where he was a 
star on the wrestling team, 
volunteered from the Mini-
doka Relocation Center. 
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Corp. Taro Katayama, a 
graduate of the University 
of Utah, volunteered from 
Central Utah Relocation 
Center. He has a brother 
in the Army and a wife in 
Government service. 

* * 
Oldest man in the 442nd Service Company is Mess Ser-
geant Joseph Itagaki (at left below) who was managing 
a large restaurant just outside Schofield Barracks at the 
time of the Pearl Harbor attack. He immediately volun-
teered for service in the Territorial Guards. Before his 
induction he was active in Hawaiian civic affairs, a 
member of the North Oahu Lions Club. 
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Chaplain George Aki, one 
of th~ · most popular men 
in the. Combat Team, was 
com:rµissioned while serv-
ing ps a minister of the 
Congregationalist Church 
in a relocation center. 

* * 
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Pfc. Arthur Fukuoka, from 
Stockton, has one sister in 
the WAC and another who 
is a . professional stage 
dancer in New York City. 
His family was evacuated r 
in 1942. 

When Maj. Gen. Emil Reinhardt, Commander of the Ninth 
Army Corps, inspected the 442nd Combat Team just be-
fore its departure for overseas, he complimented Sgt. 
Yutaka Semba on the orderliness of his stockroom. Ser-
geant Semba was born in Tacoma and attended the 
University of Washington. His parents were evacuated 
to the Minidoka Relocation Center in Idaho. 
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In the stern of a rubber boat, Capt. Pershing Nakada (named for General Pershing) helps a squad of men to paddle 
across a stream. Captain Nakada commands the 232nd Engineers Company and is the highest ranking Nisei officer 
(outside the medical detachments) in the Combat Team. 

A signpost, bearing the insignia of the Third Army, pro-
vides a background for Pfc. Noyama, standing guard at 
the entrance to the field headquarters of the 442nd Com-
bat Team at Camp Shelby, Mississippi. 
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Building pontoon bridges to get the fighting men of the 
Combat Team across streams and other water obstacles in 
the briefest possible time is an important responsibility of 
the 232nd Engineers under Captain Nakada. 
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On his tunic, Second Lt. Richard Hay-
ashi (formerly of Stockton, Calif.) dis-
plays a campaign ribbon testifying to 
his service in the South Pacific before 
he was returned to the United States 
to receive his commission. His mother, 
two brothers, and a sister were evac-
uated to the Rohwer Relocation Cen-
ter in Arkansas. 

* * * * 
The two medical detachments of the 
Combat Team are equipped to give serv-
ices in the field ranging from dental 
care to transfusions of blood ~lasma. 
A number of the Nisei doctors and sur-
geons in uniform have been transferred 
to other units of the Army where there 
was greater need for them than in the 
Combat Team. 
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Mail call is just as welcome in the Combat Team as it is 
in any other branch of the armed forces. Letterf) from 
mothers, fathers, wives, and sweethearts- many of them 
in relocation centers- are received regularly. 

On leave in New York City, three boys from the Combat 
Team take in the sights from the top of a Fifth Avenue bus. 

WRA 

U. S. Army Signal Corps 

The favorite pastimes of the men in the Combat Team 
are the same as those that other fighting men enjoy. 
Pfc. George Tsujimoto, a native of Tracy, Calif., volun-
teered from the Gila River Relocation Center in Arizona . 

Easter services at Camp Shelby. All the chaplains of 
the Combat Team are Christian pastors. 
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Stigina of ~Jap' 
Is Resented by 

U.S. Japanese 
Troops in Camp Shelby Unit 

Ask Action in Pacific 
to Prove Their Loyalty 

The intense desire of many loyal 
Americans of Japanese descent to be 
called and thought of as Americans 
rather than Japanese has been voiced by 
many of them serving in the 442d Infan-
try Regiment at Camp Shelby, Missis-
sippi. A number of troops from this reg-
iment recently visited the Soldiers' and 
Sailors' Club, 283 Lexington Avenue, 
while on furlough, and in a letter of 
thanks to Miss L.illian Myles, a hostess 
at the club, one of them has even re-
corded their hope they could even fight 
the Japanese, instead of Germans, to 
prove their loyalty. 

"I'm of Japanese ancestry, but by all 
rights of birth an American," he wrote. 
'Tve always considered myself an Amer-

ican but by reasons of racial color some 
people have referred to me as a 'Jap.' 
There are nearly two regiments of us 
here in Shelby and that remark has hurt 
every one of us. Why can't Americans 
(regardless of racial differences) con-
sider us true Americans, like they are? 

"America isn't a nation of one na-
tionality. It has a more cosmopolitan 
population than any other nation in this 
world. Then why should they have such 
terrible race prejudice on a minority? 
Looking back on American history we 
find that English have fought English 
and the consequence was the birth of 
a new nation, America. Then again in 
1812 Americans of English ancestry will-
ingly took up arms against Englishmen. 

"In the first world war Americans of 
German and Italian ancestry fought 
against Germany, now in this war we 
find Americans of Italian, German and 
Japanese ancestry more than glad that 
they can fight the common enemy. Then 
why can't all Americans see that blood 
isn't as thick as the principles of democ-
racy. Every single one of us, Americans 
of Japanese ancestry in the 442d Infan-
try Regiment, would rather fight the 
'Japs' than the Germans to prove our 
loyalty. 

"There already is a battalion of Amer-
icans of Japanese ancestry from Hawaii 
in combat in Italy. Many of the boys in 

the 442d have brothers and other rela-
tives in that battalion but still we're 
called 'Japs.' We would like nothing bet-
ter than to join them right now, but 
as yet our training isn't completed. 
Though I haven't a brother in a combat 
zone yet, there are two of them in serv-
ice. One a technical sergeant in Camp 
Savage, Minnesota, and the other in the 
service company of the 442d. 

"On Dec. 7, 1941, I saw the havoc and 
bloodshed at Pearl Harbor and helped 
bury the dead. I tried to volunteer then 
but was refused. Then in March of this 
year the Army called for 1,500 volunteers 
of Japanese Americans to form a unique 
combat team. Though quota was set at 
1,500 nearly ten thousand men volun-
teered. Many of my friends actually 
cried because they were rejected or 
weren't able to receive an examination 
because the quota was filled. 

"Skeptics insisted that only a couple 
of hundred would volunteer but they cer-
tainly were mistaken. Many here on the 
mainland of the United States think we 
were drafted or that we volunteered be-
cause we didn't have jobs. I volunteered 
for one purpose, and that is to do my 
part, though how insignificant it may be, 
to preserve American democracy. Inci-
dentally, previous to my induction I re-
ceived more than $10 a day as an elec-
trician." 

Sgt. Shug Madokoro, formerly of Alameda, Calif., joins 
hands with his bride to cut their wedding cake. He 
entered the Army before Pearl Harbor, and has never 
been in a relocation center. Mrs. Madokoro lived in 
Santa Maria, Calif., before she was evacuated to the 
Gila River Relocation Center with her family. 

The USO' s in the relocation centers are usually kept 
busy providing entertainment for Nisei boys on leave to 
visit their parents, wives, and sweethearts. Red Cross 
units are also active at the centers, raising funds, assist-
ing the families of service men, and performing prac-
tically all the ordinary Red Cross functions. 


