
WAR RELOC.nTION hUTHORITY 

Washington, D. C. 

JAPANESE-.r..MERIC1;,.NS DJ RELOCATION CENTERS 

Of the 127, 000 persons of Japanese ancestry in the United States, 
approximately 107,000 are in ten relocation centers under supervision of 
the Ylar Relocation Authority. noughly twe-thirds are li.merican citizens, 
almost all of whom are under 40 years of age, and the remuinder are aliens, 
most of whom have been in the rnited States since 1924, when the E..,"Cclusion 
Act went into effect. 'Ihe population includes about 19,000 citizen men 
between the ages of .18 a.nd 37. 

'Ihe people now livinb in relocation centers were residents of stra-
tegic rnili tary areas on the West Coast, which were evacuated last spring 
and summer, by order of the Cow~nding General of the ·..rastern Defense Com-
mand. 'Ihe evacua.ted area includes the entirr; state of California, the 
western half of Washington and Oregon, Ei.nd the sou-':.hern third of .tffizona. 
The evacuation was announced and at first wc.:.s placed on a. volu~-:tary basis. 
People of Japanese ancestry were instructed to move out of ke rsg:l.on, but 
might go anywhere they li~-:ed. YJi th Jaµ.:i~ ~~e invEsion r..ot unhke:l.,J· and 
infil tra ti on of Japc:,::-H:Je a.gents always & l·L::.~ec.. t.1 their prP-sence in the 
coastal and border a:::·r-;as constituted a cia..-1ger to the na tiona.1 secu_rj ty, but 
away from those arec.s it i"TCJ.s considered th.:;. t the evci.cuees need not be re-
stricted. Several thu~u::and moved out but m.:..ny of them encountered C.iffi-
cul ties of m&.ny kinds e;:-owing out of suspicion o.nd r:enert-;.l public antagonism. 
When it became evident tho.t voluntary movement vmuld not be suffic:..ently 
rapid, voluntary evc~cuEt tion was h&lted, on Narch 29, 1942, and after that 
date, evacuation was Cd.rried out by military authorities on & planned and 
ordered basis, area by area. 

The Vlar R.elocation HUthori ty was established by Presidential Execu-
tive Order 9102 on Lc .. rch 18, 1912~ to aid the military authorities in 
evacuation of c.my persons or groups fror.1 any designc:~ted areas and to re-
locate evacuated persons. I ts inmedia te task ,yas the relocation of the 
people of Japanese c.~ncestry from thEJ Pc-i.ci fie Coast areas. 

~1.s soon c-~s it was determined th&. t voluntary evacuation was not 
effective, and that public sentin:.ent was opposr.;d to large scale reloca-
tion in ordinELry communities, the vJ'c~r Relocation ,:-~uthori ty, in cooperation 
with the i.rmy, began looking for locations .for temporc.1.ry cornrnuni tiEs where 
the evacueec; might be maintci.ined under protection until opportunities in 
private emplr)ymont could be: found. In the meantime, the ,c,rmy hurriedly 
built 15 temporary "asseiilbly centers" inside the ev2cuc..t1:-d c....rea, C.tt re.lee 
tracks c:,nd fc.ir grounds, where the evacuees could be housed until the 
relocation centers were ready. 

Ten sites were chosen for rel~cation centers, to be supervised by 
the War Relocation Authority. Each one had t.;nough lo.nd suited to agricul-
tural development so the evacuees might produce much of their own food. 
Tho centers, their locELtion, and their &pproximate populations are as 
follows: 
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Center Stafo Ponulation 

Manzanar California 10,000 
'fule Lake California 15,000 
Colorado R.iver Arizona 17,000 
Gila River J .. ri zona 14,000 
Central Utah Utah 8,000 
1linidoka Idaho 9,000 
Heart Mountain Wyoming 11,000 
Granada Colorado 7,000 
Rohwer itrkansas 8,000 
Jerome Arkr~nsas 8l000 

107,000 

The evacuation from homGs to assembly centers progressed from I~pril 
until Jiugust, 1942, and the second movement, from assembl~r centers to 
relocation centers, took plcLCG from lVldy to early November. 

Under the supE.:rvision of the .t-.rmy i1nginesr Corps, barrack type 
buildings were put up to accornmod& te th8 evacuees. These are of frame con-
struction, usually coversd with tar paper, and lined with wallboard. Each 
building is 100 feet long by 20 foet wide, 2nd is divided into four, five 
or six compartments; housing assignnents ars figured on the b&sis of about 
100 square feet of floor space per pHrs<"n. 

Tw"elve barr&ck buildings usually c..re grou:[)6d into a "block", and 
each block has a bath house and latrine, a mess hall, c.: recreation hall, 
and a laundry room. Tiw blocks are sep:,re:~ ted by 11 fire breaks 11 of 200 feet. 

Standard equipment for living includes a cot, nattress, and blankets 
for each person and a hcc..ting stove for each comp:Lrtment. Each family is 
permitted to use its own furniture if it so dusires, but most families did 
not receive their furniture from storage for some time and so contrived 
homemade furniture o~t of scrap luniber. 

Feeding is done in mess hQlls, located in each block. 
both Lmerican c..nd JLpanese type food. Evacuees are subject to 
ro. tioning restrictions as other ci vili&ns, c..nd e:., II12ximum of 45 
person per day is allowed for food. ,L,.ctual 'food cost has been 
cents per person per day. 

Menus include 
the same 
cents per 
about 40 

Medical care· is provided without c:1arge to evacuees, and u. hospital 
wc;.s included in the basic con.struction provided by the J'.rmy in each reloca-
tion center. Evacuee doctors, nurses, pharm&cists, t,nd dentists mc:ke up 
most of tho staff of 6ach hos pi t.£..1 E~nd heal th service, c..l though the~ hec::.d 
physician and head nurse usuu.lly &re non-J£,panesEJ. Housing is such that 
most cases of illness must be cared for in the hospit...:Ll rather than in the 
home. 
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Schools of elementary and high school grades are provided for children 
of school age. Lack of materials 'for the construction of school buildings 
has rr:ade it ne.cessary to hold c:J._asses in barrack buildings· and recreation 
halls, in most instances us~ng homemade seats and generally improvised equip-
ment. The curriculum is planned to meet the requirements of the state in 
which the center is located. It is expected that schools will operate the 
year around, with ·empho.sis on work experience in · the surmner months. Evacuee 
teachers are employed to the extent that they are available, but since their 
number is insufficient, 2.bout half the teaching staff is composed of non-
Japanese teachers. 

The foregoing items: Housing, food, medical care and education through 
the high school level, ~ke up the basic i terns which the Yvar Relocation 
Authority provides to the evacuees. In addition, the evacuees are given 
the opportunity to earn casr1 compensation by .Performing the necessary work 
of the community, c..nd by engaging in production of some of the commodities 
needed by the evacuees themselves·. 

The largest single group of workers is engaged in handling ·food; 
warehousemen, truck drivers, chefs, cooks, servers, etc. There is a con-
siderable amount of clerical work in connection vtl th the administration of 
the project, and it is done by evacuees. Each administrative division, 
responsible for schools, construction, agri'Cul ture, etc., headed by a Civil 
Service employee, has a staff of evacuees, which c&rries on not only the 
laboring jobs but c.clso some of the 11vrhite collar" work as well. Evacuees 
who work at regularl~r assigned jobs are paid 'N2.ges of ~12, $16, or -~19 per 
month, depending on the type of work and the skill of the worker. Clothing, 
too, is regarded as a part of compensation, and cash allowances for cloth-
ing a.re paid to each worker, based upon tht~ number of dependents he has. 
'Ihe maximum is $>3. 75 per month for an adult, vtl th allowancEJs scaled down 
for children. 

Inside the center evacuees are accorded about the same freedoms they 
would have outside . They speak in English or Jc:cpanese, operate their own 
newspapers, and vrnrship c..s they choose. '111ey opE:ra te thEJir own stores, bar-
bEJr shops, shoe rspc:ti.r shops c.md other servics enterprises on a non-profit 
cooperative basis. t1 th lirni ted. resources arnl facilities tht;y h2.vo developed 
extensive programs of n;crGation, including sports of many kinds, arts, 
crafts and hobbies. 

Permits to Leave. 

The growing scarcity of :nanpower rGsulted in dem&nds early in 1942 
that evacuees be ava.ilabl8 for some of th8 agricultural work in western 
sta tos which ordinaril,;r is performed b~.r i tinsrc:~n t vmrksrs . i.,uring the 
spring and summer months of 1942, ov8r 1., 600 cvacuet.;s from. Cl.SScmbly centers 
and relocation centers were recruited to cultivate sugar beets in states 
outside the evacuo. ted area. In the fall, th0 doms.nd for labor to harvest 
sugar bE";ets and other crops was much grea tcr e:"nd about 10, 000 were granted 
short term permits for work in the hc.trvcst fields. It is estimated that 
the sugar bsots harvested by the evacue8 workers in 1942 would make about 
297,000,000 pounds of refined sugar. Many of the harvest workers were 
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hired on a permanent basis by their emple"yers, and have not returned to 
relocation centers • . 

In July, 1942, the War Relocation Authority announced a policy of 
perrni tting qualified 11.merican citizens among the evacuees to leave reloca-
tion centers to accept permanent jobs. On October 1, this policy with the 
approval of the "VIar and Justice Departments was broadened to include aliens 
as well as citizens. Under present policies of the 1dar Relocation Authority, 
any evacuee may apply for a permit of indefinite leave. .The permit will be 
granted under the following conditions: 

a. he has a place to go and means of supporting himself; 

b. h check of records of the FBI and other intelligence agencies, 
plus the applicant's record of behavior in the relocation cen-
ter indicates that he would no.t endanger national security; 

c. There is evi.dence that his presence in the community in which 
he proposes to £0 is not likely to cause a public disturbance; 

d. Ee agrees to keep the War Relocation J-.uthori ty informed of his 
address at all times. 

In addition to the several hundred evacuees who left relocation 
centers for harvest work and obtained permanent jobs; many others ·have 
been granted permits of indefinite leave; thousands have had their 
applications for leave approved, and their actual return to private life 
outside a relocation center avrai ts only the offer of a suitable job. 

Of those who have left the reloc2. tion centers, agricultural and 
domestic vrnrkers have been most n"G.merous, but the group also includes 
students, stenographers, cooks, hote 1 workers and & vvide variety of 
skilled vrnrkers. One of the largest single categories to date has been 
wives and sweethearts leaving relocation cen tE::rs to join soldiers ·of 
Japanese ancestry servinr in the United States ~-.rnr.t. 

March, 1943. 
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