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FROM A VETERAN OF GUADALCANAL 
PUBLISHED IN TIME, DEC. 27, 1943 

Si rs: 

As a U. S. Marine, I am n.ot in the habit of begging 
anyone for anything, but there is one thing I will beg for. 
I beg my fellow citizens to give the loyal Japanese Americans 
their God-given right to life, liberty, and pursuit of hap-
piness that, I sincerely hope, Is guaranteed by our Consti-
tution. 

I 1 anded on Gu ada 1cana1 in August 194-2, and have as much 
dislike for Japanese mi 1 i tarism as anyone, but please, let's 
give these fellows a chance. How about it, Americans? 

SERVICEMAN'S NAMF WITHHELD 

FROM •SOMEWHERE IN THE PAC I FIC" 

Dear Mrs. T 

I have worked with Americans of Japanese ancestry at 
home and in battle here in the Pacific, and they are indeed 
doing a wonderful job. Out here where the war is right in 
front the prejudices that one hears so much about are .::ibsent. 
It m~kes a fellow feel pretty bad to see some p~ople ~t home 
trying to destroy the very thing that we are fighting to 
maintain. 

I unly wish there was some way to m~ke the voices of the 
fellows out here heard •••• 

Very sincerely your~, 

GLENN AB BOTT 
Staff Sergeant 
U. s1 Marine Co rps 
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FROM "S0.4•EWHEFE H' THE /IA\4'AIIM' ISLAJ\'DS" 

Dear Assemb 1 yman •••• 

• •• Before I continue, I want to let you know that I am 
an American-Chinese, born in California, educated in Califor-
nin schools and finnly believe in American institutions. 

I have been in the Army nearly three years. I was in 
the Battle of Attu and am now somewhere in the Hawaiian 
Isl ands. 

To read your narrow-minded race hating campaign was a 
shock. Th is is a de1t1ocracy. It is people 1 ike you who are 
leading the way to fascism--the very thing millions of people 
a re f i gh ti n g. 

The opinion you expressed that returning soldiers and 
marines would slit the throats of Japanese if they were to be 
seen on the streets ot California is utterly ridiculous. 

Here in Hawaii the Japanese are everywhere. They are 
even permitted in army camps. In town, thousands of service-
men, men who have fought the Japanese, mingle freely with 
them. Not once--and this is important--have I seen or heard 
o f an y i n c i d en t o f f i s t f i gh t i n g o r th ro at - s 1 i t t i n g. He re, 
if anywhere, bitterness against the Jaoanese shculd be at its 
height. Yet there is only tolerance and benignity. 

We in this company have seen the horrors of war and the 
sufferings of humanity. We have seen violent death come to 
both Americans and Japanese. I have heard my buddies--Amer-
icans all--express time and time again, while gazing upon the 
dead, that they hope there wi 11 never be another war after 
this one is over. Yet how can (this) be if we have race-
bai ting fascists fomenting hatred at home. 

From remarks of my friends, it apoears that only men who 
have fought Japanese wit 1 be able to save Constitutional 
Americanism in California and to preserve decent democracy in 
the country. 

r - t775-l'lfi-l•U· 

Sincerely, 

WILLI AM LEUH G, 
Sergeant, U. S. Army 
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FROM BLOOMINGTON, INDIA.NA 
A LETTER TO THE FRESNO STATE ALUMNI ASSOCIATION, FRESJ\'O, 
CALIF. 

Dear Si rs: 

••• I read the article which was entitled "Races" and 
appeared in the December iO, 1943, issue of Time Magazine and 

felt that there were a few things that must be s~id. 

I, along with rri::iny oth·er servicemen here, was filled 
with horror as together we recd of the activitiP.s of the 
professione1l flag-waving, super-duper patriots and other 
home-grown Nazis. It seems that in our absence these mP.n ?re 
taking over and attempting to destroy the high ideals we ?re 
fighting for. Strangely enough they claim to do this in the 
name of patriotism and anyone of those few br?ve and clear-
minded individuals who has thP. guts to defy them is promptly 
labeled a "Comrnunist" be thPy Reoublican or Democrat. ••• 

We servicefrlen--those who are across ~nd those of us who 
are preparing to go across- - do not intend to fight this war 
only to lose the oeace. The current imti-Jaoanese-American · 
agitation now being soon sored by ••• anci other armchair pur• 
v e yo rs o f h a t e i s rn g <i rd e d w i th d i s g u st and h o r ro r. 

CD 1 • Sek i y a' s 1 et t er i n v o 1 urn e i., ~ o. I , of th e Loy a 1 
St;:iter was proof of the things we have long believed, that 
our cornrades in af'!Tls of Jap<inese extraction are fighting for 
the same ideaJs ?nd princ i ples that we ere •••• You Cfln irnag-
i n e how we ::i d rr i re th e rn e n wh o a re t r y i n g to d r i v e th err• a n d 
thPi r fami 1 ies PER!'.ANFNTLY frorr their ho"'es. There is noth-
i n g so v <' 1 u a b 1 e to a so J d i er ;is h i s home and h i s fa mi 1 y • We 
believe that our Jaoanese-Arrerican comrades-in-~rrns ~re get-
ting the dirtiest deal P.Ver perpetr1ted on an ~merican 

soldier. Wht1t other group of re~1 p3triots has fought so 
loyally and gallantly for our country and its great ideals, 
while at home they are being systematic~lly knifed in the 
back? "hen hAve any so c hePrful ly gone to battle and so 
bravely marle even thP supreme sacrifice and received so 1 it-
tl e gratitude at the htinds of their fellow citizens •••• 

Am~ricans stand on triC'!l before the world. We must 
prove to the worlrl that we do believe in the irle;:ils wP 
preach. Every time there is I race riot, fuel is C'ldded to 
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the enemy propaganda 111achlne. The State of Ca1ifornia and 
the city of Fresno owes a debt to our Japanese-American 
citizens in the service who ar~ paying the price of our 
common freedom with their lives •••• Fresno owes these soldiers 
a monument and not a stab In the back! 

I hope you wi11 forgive me for "blowing my top" in this 
manner, but I, too, Jook forwi!rd to coming back, and when I 
come back, I shal 1 look forward to meeting my Japanese 
American friends of school days at F. S. C. on the streets 
of Fresno as they go hapoily about their tasks as honored 
and respected citizens. I don't want to see their homes 
broken up and destroyerl any more than I would want to have it 
happen to my own. I want those boys to know that we other 
servicemen will back them up in seeing that justice is done. 

S incere1 y, 

s. w. w. 
Fresno State Alumnus 

FFOM A VETET\Al\. OF SAIPAJV 
PUBLISHED IN THE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE MONITOR 

Waikiki, T. H. 
"Hel-lo," she said. "You've been gone a long time. You 

were back on the main·land?" 

"No, the other way. Guam." 

She went to the big refrigerator and got the fresh 
eggs. 

"I suppose they don't feed you very we11 out there," she 
sal d. 

"Oh, we get enough food." I picked out three tomatoes 
and a couple of grapefruit. "But no fresh fruit and vegeta-
bles like this." 

"I will get your bread," she said. And when she came 
b a ck , ' 1-1 m g I ad you ' re om e s a f e 1 y • Some a re not com i n g 
home any mo re. " 

c-1175-P1a-bu-
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"No." 

·M~ husband is not coming home any more." 

She rang up the sale on the casn register. 

"In Italy?" 

"Yes," she said. She smiled up at me. She is very 
s111all and has a small, round oriental face. Her dark brown 
eyes were bright with the pain of sudden yet famll lar remem-
bering. 

That evening, I read In belated issues of the New Repub-
lic two articles by Carey HcWilliams about race hatred on the 
west coast. Acco rd Ing to Hr. HcWi 111 ams, th ere a re a number 
of California organizations working for "mass deportation of 
al 1 persons of Japanese ancestry" from the United States. 

I thought of the gi r 1 in the Waikiki grocery store. 
Like herself, her husband was a Nisei, and AJA, American of 
Japanese ancestry, as they are called In these islands. He 
died in Italy just as I have seen Americans of other ances-
tries die on the islands of the Pacific. Hawaii has sent many 
AJA' s 8, 000 mi 1 es away to fl ght in the European war. Nea rt y 
every day, the Honolulu papers carry the names of those who 
have been 1 isted as casualties on the Italian front. 

They are fighting and dying to help maintain America's 
traditional freedoms. Because of sacrifices in which they 
play their full part, th~ United States is being kept safe 
for organ I zations 1 ike the Home Front Commandos, Inc., of 
Sacramento, to spread poison pamphlets 1 ike "Slap the Jap 
Rat• and •No Jap Is Fit to Assodate with Human Beings;" for 
certain misguided citizens of Colorado to attempt the passage 
of a state exclusion law; and for Los .Angeles paper to falsi-
fy the Pacific war as "the World War, the War of Oriental 
Races against Occidental Races for the Domination of th'e · 
World.• 

talked to the girl In the store and read Mr. Mc 
Will lams' articles just after returning from the Marianas 
campaign. In the fight for Sai pan, Guam, and Tiniln, Ameri-
can soldiers and marines killed cJ!se to ~5,000 Japanese at a 
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cost to our side of 4,470 killed, :l0,795 wounded, and 721 
missing. The figures are complete to August 17 

Anyone who has witnessed fanatical stubbornness, the 
thP. furious fatal ism of Japanese opposition does not come 
back with any illusions about the necessity for a decisive 
United Nations victory •. Nor doe& he make the mistake of 
lumping Nisei, who have grown up in the free air of democ-
racy, with native Japanese, whose menttlities have been 
fettered by "thought control" and distorted by the lie of 
racial superiority. It is this same 1 ie which certain groups 
are apparently now trying to spread in the United States •••• " 

"Not coming home any more,"said thP. girl behind the 
counter and she voiced the unanswerable personal tragedy of 
war. 

Bu t i t wo u 1 d be a n at i on a 1 - - an d a wo r 1 d - - t raged y i f th e 
race hatred against which we are fighting on foreign fronts 
were to gain significant successes at home. Then the Nisei 
husbands from Hawaii and a thousand other American husbands, 
brothers, sons and fathers of al 1 racial strains would have 
sacrificed in vain. 

SAN FRANCISCO CHRONICLE 
SEPTEMBER 16, 1944. 

ED I TORS: 

JOHN BEAUFORT 

have a friend of Jao~nese ancestry anrl, I say it with 
oride, from the Pacific Co st. 

1775 P20 l> u -
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A prisoner wastaken during the mopping upon this island. 
My friend was our interpreter. He learned frorn this orisoner 
where a nu~ber of others were hiding; as we aoproached the 
spot, it was a covered slit trench with a small opening at 
each end. After failing to induce those inside to come out, 
our inte-rpreter drew a trench knife, nPatJy decorated with 
brass knuckles, and crawled through one entrance to the 
trench. The enemy immPdiately st~rted popping out of the 
other entrance with no desire to fight. From these prisoners 
our interpreter learned of more--but I think what I've told 
is sufficient. Just take it f ·<'m this G.I. that our inter-

•

preters h~ve plenty of nerve and their services are invalu-
able. 

, 

GLE~N W. M'DO~ALD 

Corporal 
Marshall Islands 
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