
LEAF" 
I r--lor the 3.Ilr..ive.rsary issue on the .follI!di:ig of the Tu!e .L ..... k.2 1~ 
~ jec-t, the Editor :t.cs c.$ke_q !!13 tc :.f.i'ite ::uJ. ~ticlB on tl10 ·so-

!J cial background cf the Pacifie-:GCMt J"apanese from the "sch-.. 
ool boy" JapQll.ese to the :;tr.)se:it t"h:,~. I a~-c0pte.d the j~l> gladly, 
thir:....~ing.. tha.t it ·:vould be ~'1 interest~ng resea~ch. I road up on 
the history of Jap~n~se and_ their proble~s on thG P~cific Co~st, 
and 3Veu \\Bilt throug!1 ·the v.)lu11in0us ra_ports and· trtlliscriptions 
of the Tolan com.mi ttee hearing9. · h.nd now the job se~rr..s appalling. 
I h3.ve decided that I a~ :-1ct · 3 schols.r &i'ter :.11, but would. :rr.ich 
rather be ;:-, poet. Frum sheer l.:iziness I pref~r to insi:nu3.te tl.:..e 
forest from specli!..ating en :i single lerif, which is the rn.athodol-
ogy Of the poet, rather than to present the forest Ly e~tharing 
statistics on th2. nun1ber and vo.riet·y· of leaves ·p0r squ2re mile. 
whicl2. is the 1il8 thodologJ,. of the scl1ol:J.r. 

7his· particul:rr lenf r0fe rs to J;iyself, ~ nisei, who lived ·on, 
the Pacific Coa.s·t, now living in a reloco.tian center. The forest . 
is o.11 cf -us Jn:pinesc vlb.o W3r-3 li vi:ng on the Pucific Coost. · I 
shall · try to t3ll about 111ys~lf, how I lived, how I t:1ou~~. It 
is impossible that tl:is particular person . . i_s typical of · all tha 

:"'· . 
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nisei who lived up and down the coast f'rom San Diego to Belling-
ham, _in · the fi slling villages , in the c ity ap::::.rtmen t houses , on 

, t:ie farms , in ·sawmill cc:.mps ~ It is hoped , hov:ever , thLt . from -the 
accoun.t of n - si:iglc person , one m2y got en i ·G.ea ·of' the vast · for-
est 1•-rl-1 i ch -..·re a::!'.'e r: pc.rt . 

'\LA ~ID LAW 11 

r--i 1·1r.. ilr'10ri· c~· +r.,.,+ I 1 ~"'o'·.r ; c:< T."rie ·:::>,.,c; .pi·, .... 1'·To"".._h''re,.,+ t he· f',..,,,.,..ri-. L--, ,--a -t..,'<.J •-·1-'-' ( . .._ . v ...__..:_ :., V . J.\ . .:..1. . IJ .. ......... O ·' -.-. J.. r . .,. ..a.-L. . -- .J..~ ..J_ -Ll.1.. '"" -..:;. U' - ~ , ..... r_.l_,l...,ll" ., 

\ l laids of t~-;.c:: · . Pugot s~:mnd. :e;: Oil . T~~s first ircp:i:·e ssi ons of 
-- J childhood ere· ·those of" cli:ikin..g :;.:J.rnoss 'JS father drove his 
tcr~: f.Y::~rl:r L.1 the mor·nins, to clc21' ~Lo lr·i1d. gcing out v;itl".:: his 
I'U!:i!:)lins sle6.g;3 loc..dsd · ... ,Ni_ th dyn21ni tc anci cl'cc..L.i. to st1C.6 ou.t the 
roots . "I rm.r;.omber t1:o dull' blG.cts , the lmeo ·piles of' stumps 
turnin.g , the diggin6 ·o:r ortdloss. d.i tches. t~ 1rougL t~c..0 blnci:: z:uek; 
t:::D first d~ys in tho country school:-iouso , rr:.·u.nc:1L.ig :p0 :-...nut buttGr 
sc.:.nd'.:i cr_r;s , :plr-.yi rig co:;; ·:.:~d robbsr ; tho teacher· vr:'3.o used to pl cy 
t l»a or<~l:..!:l wi t~1 sucl, feritcr 2s --Ht used. to sL:ig "Gc,oa .Li.0::-;1ing ·to 
Yo-1 !" Cl~ild~~ood dc.:y3 in r3tros~:oct socm ft:.11 o-f pe~.ce end ~:i"i.'.p:_ni -

noss , b-.;.t tl::01_~0 -..:c..0 one tb.L1G wr~i ct".:. I i~el~~er:1bcr . ~·0 :;.. dcrk sl:u::dow 
ovE.:r my childhood ~.:.nd youtl..1. . 1!1 those dc...ys t,.:.sre 7ies .:;;. ··.;or-d I 
r:e.-:-: e::~be:r my po.re a ts }Asint-: in l ~ust.ec_ voi ceE , ofter. -I :.·fct:ld. . hee.r. it 
'W'i1ile r.;.alf aslee:.i;; l4'1d a Vague t:..n.he:.p9ii:.css 1:.-ould~ t:-011tle me ~ !t To~ 

ch.i - ho" ..:..-1n:;.s ~he ·word; HL.'lnd 12.w". 
t'ihs.t "1ltchi- :10 n r;es.i.1.t I 1.:as to real ize as· I grew.· ol der . :i:!.,or 

several ye~::::-s c.:.i'ter tlw pc:~s.s2.ge of · the 3.1.i. en land ls.'.I , rr.s fr.ther 
Vl'3nt tc 1JWrk fo:r c. do..ir; , doing the t0a:.r. -~:ork en.Ci r::i..isinc c ow 
feed for the c or_pors.tio.:.1 . Eurvevsr , he -.-vc.s .r:evs:- :ie.pi::•y · .. Drking 
for son~ecne . e i se , <:I1d v1e..s tr:.ll::ing c bout the 11 fu tru.-·e~ess job'~ 
The.::i one sprLi.g lie W[',s t:;i ven ~ hr:lf r ... n ~,ere on uh.i. ch to grow l et-
t - T .. - ... . t" ' 1 • ., . D .; .J.. ,.... ~ t'~ .- . .., ,..., • · rr ~ . 1 d ,, .J.. - -~ 'd uce . l•.'J LO nar -COO.>.. C2.I 8 C.;.. ..J.. l.J , cnU .:..:.~ C.L01J. ·•c .. .::;, SO..L c .. ll ,.:.... gvO 

_price • . i,:.31:t spri:i1g 1.ve -r1ere gi ve;a n...riothar r .... cre , this t-im0 motb.or 
,.,. ,..-.~ . .' ,.. .:.. -i . h . -~c - ·,~ • r b · , 't. -::·- 1 C"' - ·-.1 .d " , "O'. ... r. "8 r' ~~~ -e:,r0a pv.:.,S ' ._nu lj_J.8J. v \;~,s d 0 llL. 1 ..... J....L. ... 0;) c.1 ~- oV u _p ... 1..., • V..l.. --

... d'.J.f' lly f,.._t::tor work8d less c:.nd less for tf....e d.c.irJ , [: .. rid more 2..nd 
more for the f 2.Illily , ,. .nd it .,..HQ.s in. this WCJ vrn ED:~ended our pre-
c2r ious inclc::ponue.s.co . Xo mone} , r; . .o-:,'Te-vc,r , 0vcr CLl~G di.:::'octly t o 
us , for t'.-2.e n 12n.d lP_un pro hi bi tod J c~pr:.nes0 :)ions froI"l leP.sing 
le..:.1cl or bli.yi.:.1.g 1 2-Ild fo r c.gri ct-:.1 t'irc.l :1:ir:poscs ~ so th:'t v1e ~.vore 

·n.ot sup::;osed to be " fr:r'.:ning", but 11wcrl-:::i:-1g". T.ne crop 1::ns r.11 
s o1d by somoono oJ.sc , c..nd 1 •• re h~pt c .. diJ.13:0.:Lt :record of the t i :me 
spent workin2 on the fnrr>• . 

I t vI2s ~ str~:mge <':.nd difficult dc c~ . de fo r tho J:.:p:.~nese fcrm-
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in.g pretty sure t l.:.at b.e ~:muld not run afoul of the " land iaw" .. 
In schools , or when it vrns w::::ces.::i c.... . .1.:.1· to i'il..L out oc cupational 
blanks , we would swc.llow our pride and write "farm laborers tt when 
a sked about our parent ' s occupo.tion . Grc;.dually., hO\\Tever ~ the 
specter of the "land law" dissolved from the consciousness of' the 
Japan.ese comrn.uni ty . It ue.s not .th.:::it tho lff-r -:•12s ch.cnced , but 
rather thct the children becaii .. e c itizens of age , ci ti'.l:iens VJi th 
r ights to be 1ilce p_rpone else , first ·here , then there , then at an 
accele:rc.. tsd r:::..te th:rou.glic·ut the ve.lloy , ~.lr..til .cost of tho fa.Bi -
li es Wff:?e to farm the land c.gnin . J:.Iriny nisei beca.rn.e good fc-..rmers , 
::n~' .. n.:r "b8p:.::1 to tc::..ko n.ct::.vo pc.rt in th'.") coorcrs.ti ves, me.::i.y begnn 
t o go ir~to the ship_pin.g busi.;.:..ess ' so..me for private sz ... i~f.):pers' 
ot~-:.e.:::•s w~rki:n13 for the cooperati vee. . 'IVIen.ty years after the 
enact_:--ient of the alien lar.:.d lavr , no on.e pai1 a.ri.y 2 .. tte.::-~ticn to it , 
least of all the vrhi te ... Zuner i cans , for sce~ng ti::e orderly rovJs oi' 
crJps that filled · the valley , t~e VE;1se4:;abJ.es ar:.d. berr2.es that 
were so plen tl..ful , the tt.oasar.:.ds fror:1 tl::.e tm·1.as c-.nd ci t:.e3 "'.'l~-w 

fo·_,__-.:.d· eJn_ployr:-~ent as harvesters in tLe sur1;r11~r , t:!rny .ir..:.~(i'.,:J :.?her& t!1e 
prcs.c's:r:'.:t/ of the valley lay . 

As we g:.~m·1 older along w ~th ti::.-e d.y l1:b oi' ·::1:.c 11 1.~-. 1 ~d lat:" , our 
ccnsc:?...ousness as " Japanes0n , a racie.l en ti t:.r , ~::r E-'N less and less . 
As .r: ... cst Jc.:;;:m1o~;e far.:.i:..ics , 'He v.-oro in.Jco.:::s;::;l:' tti :8:.:.gh::,or ccr.sc.:'..ous". 
There is a Japanese se.yi11g HT.t18 neighbor .t:<.c:..:t G.oor--mor·:3 than. the 
brother far avmytt --ms[{ning th2t the nr .. : . .n next· doer is nuch moi~e 
i.mpcr-t21: t th211 any kin wto !:,&y c-:; fc..r av1cy . It r.ig!:rt scorr. n 
s trange philosopi1y to a people to -r•ho:m fc.ll:..ilj-" is so iLJ)Ortc:nt , 
"but wts1~. cor~sj derod th.ou.shtfully , it is but a rr£.nif0str~tion of 
th2.- intense socic.·.l co.::.scious~10ss cf the Jupei:icse • . 

l;~1a.tevor tI'..A r:i:rinci:ples mar be , -~:e ;,Jere al·;:ays close to our 
.Ar.~eri-.~c.n. neigi::bors . Tt.e first cf tl:.e ve-gf:'t2bles would go to our 
ne1c;1.:.bors , thE~Y ir ... · t·J.rn Hould bring tlrn:i.1"' ven.ison fron:. t:·ieir 
hu..-: ti.n.z· trir: s ai..'1.d ti"'ou t fror::. their r'i shiE-§;, ti·ips . At CL.ri stmas , 
the sc .... t~e Sar: ta CLn;.s wot:ld. vi ~it bot>:i ;_1cuses . 'l1:ne children would 
go Easter l..e;g lF.mting together· . l.IotL.e1"' vrnu:d exchange l"'ecipes • 

...At scl:ool as we sreFI ol:.ler , -+:.!.1ere ·Has less and. . less consciousr..0ss 
of race , yrcc;resci.q;; togcL:.8r we 2:ade :1.E:M fl'ierids , er1d through 
clubs and Boy 3,cout troops , and I--Ii - Y, through th8 J..'ellows:1l.D of 
l~c:.rn.L1g al,:o'.Jr'J. e..'ld s-.1f:'' .. 'ffin;; Juli us Caesc.r togetter , we became 
personalities , ratLer than :-s..~)ancso or " hc.kujin". Be cnuce cf in-
telligent anr:. hi 7h- r:1inued teachers , po one felt Hout " of any 
class room discussions . 
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T.u.~ social life of ()Ur parents, however, was to have a di ff er-

en t direction. In spite of the neighborly friendliness with ev-
eryone, still the difference in t:1e backgrounds and the barrier 
of the English language haltingly used· kept them from being 
wholly satisfied. They wanted their friends, especially tho·se 
from the sauE: "kE.:n", .or p:."ovince from which they came, so that 
they could talk of ~heir boyhood, of the rivers and villages that 
they b.2,d known foge;ther in their youth. 

lib.en two old men get together, t:1eir provincial dialects· would 
come forth, so that an underst&.nding ·listener could tell iilliue-
diately froID: -:.:rhich province t ·:1ese ;.:i0n hF.'-d come. Tnus v.:ere born 
the: "Kqnjin K;ai 's" (?rovinciel Clubs} so "mali.gne~ in th6 .American 
press~ r.s sonc myst .: rious-:w-1c::- to co:itrol the- members n1 a ::p-oli-
tic8.l--way--which in r-eclity were semi-forD.al groups of people 
from the same locnli ty, i.'rhose bonds ·-xere common childhood·. It 
could well be imG..gined thnt lfow YorkE-r meeting ur..othor New YW-ker 
on · the- other side of the Atlru1ti_c would huvo a great deal to t8.1.k 
··bout in corr:rr::i.o!l • 

.. rHHONJi N KAl 11 

lJho unique institution cf . the first gen8rQtion Japa~ese, hov:-
Gvcr, 1.'I&s the Je.p&::10so Associc..tion • . It v"i2.s foundod ·wherever 
J r~panos'? Yierc found iri riumb;:;rs. Hi stori ce.lly it 1,.r;:_s · first 

~ounded in. Sw"'l Fr::.n.cisco in 1900 v1hon durin6 an outbr·..;ck of Bu-
bonic Fl2gu~, Lll . OrientcJ,.s t both men c.r1d women, were subjected 

·to n violent form of injection in publi~, nnd t~3 Jupc.nose ~s a 
t,roup protcst0d to tho _ Lli..L'1ici:pc,l h02lt~1 offic :jrs .::.;:.inst the 
~}: ... c.ctic0s. Tnis is not to , so.y tho.t the J~_p2.J.'10se AssocL.tions 
stem from this occ:.sio::i', '!Jut tl:.e L.1cid.en.t serves to illustrate 
the gener2.l c:!.J.&rccteristics an.d the raisQn.'d' 0~r-~ p.f. the orga-rri-
zr:.tion. :Fund2IUe21t2.lly it is not a socL~l orgc1izction. Ro.ther 
it r.cts es n · cleu·ing house ·for the problems t!mt clri se ·to any 
ro.cicl i1llnori ty, osp8cL.lly 1:.;i ti.1 n L1nguc.ge hc.ndicc.p. 

A list of "the c~ctivi ties of the Jr:ix:_"lese Associc.tion. of Luburn, 
:·):cshington during tho le.st sover«::.l ~~eurs · . .rould be illurdn~tii1g c..s 
to its chnrccter. When in 1940, the nm1 incqme tc.x lc.vJs went in-
to off ect, bringi2g into tte fold of i :1ccme tu~ )c:;.·ers m8.i1y Jt.:..p-
anese farmers vvho h.<?-d n.e-·1er had an L1come large enough to be fa-
mili 8.r vvi th income tax forP.s, to whom the terns Cu.pi t&l L:vest-
me~1t, d.c::_Jreciation, _ non-exe1~1ptio.a, ~.·ere . difficult, it :·1c..s the 
Japaaese .. Association which took the ini ti et:i 1rA i:i brine:,ing to-
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gether fila.I}Y f&rmers and with the aid of the nisei ~rom the Jcn&:l-
ese .American Citizens League eXplained to them the worki:1g of~ the 

-·complicated tax forI'ls. Hhen the nisei soldiers began.· to · be draf-
- ted into the arr:iy, it wc..s the Japanese- .Associat"ion which spon-

sored banquets and gifts for the departing soldin.rs as is ap1ro-
priate to the occe~ion • 

./1.nother acti Yi ty is the sponsoring of the New Year's Day meet-
ings, to v:hi ~:i 3.2-1 thA reside.nts of the di strict C2.;."1.e to exchar..8e 
greetings·; abolishing sensi_bly the old custom of "lfonshi", of r,o-
in; f r on one house to a~other until b:r the tirie tho fourth house 
is :tsached, one is necessarily intoxicated :'roe the obligator~~ cups. 

The Japanese JL:sociations ·of tlie ?a_cific 1forthwest were in-
strumental in t.olding a se_~ies of &'1.nue.l conferences for the ni-
sei farmers, securing for the lectures a:.-id d.i.scussio ... 1s Gp0cial-
ist s fro~ t:t.o State De:partr.ient of L,:riCEltL.:re and fror:i the State 
Col2-ec;e of c.Jasl1ington . The delecates r:cre :-is>:s6. to· t::·int:: l:ac1:: to 
their res~ective districts notes and suggestions to b6 re~orted 
to · .;the lo~L~l association neeti!' .. g. Dearest tc tD.e heart of the 
yoaLgsters was the annual Ju;;ancce :.C.>icn::c, loo::ed f(.r,·1a:rd. to e.s 
an irrnti t u ti on of r1a11y decades' sta11d.ing. Gnv ca1 see; fro.CT the 
for'3go inc act::. vi ties that t::e !a:pc"lcse ?~ssccj atio~:.s :t-as its clos-
est c 0u:-.1.terp&rt in the Che.ri:ber of Co1:::1erce of ti:e iu'i'l8rican civic 

· life·. GTadu8.2-ly of late, ·::_ 1is :90V{eY·s an.d. nscessi ty for its ex1s-
ten.CLJ have bee~.i. v:n.r:.i:1g, to be re11l".lceC. by t2e ~~O'J.nger p~·::::ple 's 
grvurs. 

In :pc:.scing, it cu.st be said t:bat : t ues the existence of the 
Asso~Lltion vvi th it::; c;rou.p (mti t:-- , with its ponderous t_hreat 0f 
grcup ·di sap:!)roval i::vhi ch ·r;as larGely re sponsi bl·e for t1·rn lo-w crime 
rec:_.rC. of the you_'1C Japanese i.cmig:rants in their younc·:eT days. · 

THE NISEI WORLD 

n · i}:e ths Jo.r2..i--ir_; 3_e _J.sscci ~tiom:, the Japanese Lan:;uage school 

L was a dist:.;::i..ctl:,r issei-sporrsored insti tu.ti an . 'rl13re cxe a 
l_S ve.l'i e"tJ of r e asons fer t ':e:r establi sl1ment in Jm1eri ca. j'irst 
th>Jre i8 tl;c; J:..::·icle ~h..it Lost fi.rs.J...; ;-;eneratic·n ·J.a:pa....11ese feel in 
'thair · - 01·ientc:.::l culture. To 1,~any po.rents , th6 tf:.out)1t t'n&t their 
ch.il<....re.i.J.. S~iOU.J..d be U~lat, 18 to re&cl or Write in t ·he language of 
thelr ·pare.::rts wc..s unthLt:-.=ab.:e. C0i...!.;>lE:d too· ui-th t~e meagerness 
of .~"TI.2r..:_~:1n- :i~erat·::..r ·; on Or:e~te.l :!Tlatti:;!'s, iArit~ tl:ie ri·~~·ness of 
the hor~taJe of cult~re · that could be opq~ed with this key of 
language, it is little surprising that parents insisted upon the 
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children learning to read and write the Chinese characters. 

Secondly, t:!:lere vras the vocational considers.ti on . .AB the ni-
sei grev1 up, more and more it wu.s re&lize<i that position in .Amer-
ican firrrn were closed to them, and that the only firms which 
•vou::.d emplcy the seco.ad gane:!'e.. ti on Japsriese were the Jep3.Ilese 
firms or .American firms doing business with the Ja:panase, and that 
they were employed on the basis of thei:::' k110wledge of the Japan-
ese lc.u1t;uc.ge. Conscq:uentl~-, tli.ere was a treraendons inte: ... E.st in 
the study of the Japsnese language vihen it -v-.ras f8l t that the suc-
cess in life so~1ed to dep0nd on 0beth0r er not the second gener-
ation could re&d fu"lG. ·write in the lang,;.t&i~s of th8ir :JC.rt.;nts . It 
is to be seen -th8.t th'3 difficultiss were tremendous, and the re-
su~ts achicv0d fell fer shcrt of oxpccte..tions. 

There is another world in which vlt. lived, thd nis0i world. 
T~ c i s_~ too, ii-!3.S a world full of groups and ins ti tu tions. 'I1he first 
gr-9.UP for tho youhg people was the J c.,pwesa You.::ig Feoplo' s Socie-
ty, · en all-inclusive group for tne young people in their teens. 
It Lad. beBn sponso1--ed by the Jap3...."lese ... ·,_ssociation to educate us 
socially, not L1 the ser~c.e of IJ.L1gling toget~1er, but re.ther- as a 
r.red.iur:i thro"4~h which we would begin to feel our res:po~sibili ty as 
you:ig L".:.En and v.ro:x.en . T.r..at r-:es t:i.e ideal conceived by the elders. 
T:;1e .m.er:.bers' ideals vrnre q '..li te d.iffe:cent. - :Tc had. as our leader a 
:i.oeral ir.:.telliger.Lt -::Toli..:.>'lg ran who 7J.?..s nisei, a.'1d we had the pri-
vilege of listsn.ine; to him tal~;: about t::.--ie structure of Japa..J.ese 
language, about tt.e ristory of Oriental cultti_re; we learned to 
-:.~ork · toget>;:.,r wi t~i the ,;irls i'J. :pre:de.ring for parties and ban~ 
q_uets. 

0::-1 rare occa.siaJ1s we went 
to theaters toi;ether. ~'Fe did 
not quite :reach the staze of 
dm~ing until · se-ver2l years 
later. Eouever, e;an1es sucn as 
d:-'o:p-the-~endke:I·chief, winlrum, 
hot potatc, were thrilling e-
nough. Several times the Ja:p-
anese Association received 
pr~tests from outraged paoule 
wtio :1"~ad heard terrible stories 
of behavior, clai~ing this 
creation of the Association to 
be a moral disgrace to the Au-

~ . ~~ ~~· ", /~,· · .· re•' R ;/}'",.y,.4-,,-,· ·~ .. " -l!l;;f!l_!1 r~\-: :_ ... ~ .·· ,, r .a7~ 
-I ""r-''.~~ l~~~-: ,, , 'I-~ 
~~02;~.t:~.~,.· .. -~~~ .. ,. I L~;,.q· \·--: . ...- ,. 9."'"H'~~;h·/.~:_, - ' "' ,\ . ,, 
' '/ f"/•' , . \ '< --- ~i " ·~-. ·. . -""" 
. /, \ .- .. '~ t'.\\, } ' ') 4~ . "' I . I . •. ~~} "·· .· \'-...;, / \\ ... -::/ )~ ~ - t ·'·~V\ I ..... ·' • ~ . . } t ',. . {., •. , -~ \ :-.. -- {'f •.• - ·• .,·,>-.~_,. .. . ' f - ~,:.\\· ·: .. ."·Z:t. ,,. ~t(/'!!__,, . 00 T.{~t' I 
~:.· . .• , \ .. ··. ,_ · ,_._, i<. · • r .. -1· .. :· .;:_1· . I \\) ~·-. \\\ ~~. -.:. ~~-.-·~- 1 · ' ,,,.·::.\···.:,:.: 11 .. , ... , ~'" r 
·. ):;.<~;,,)· ' . \\ : \ \~. f { 

'.;:·· :;:'"'~·X·· f • ~ ~ ~ . "!: 

,. 'r,K. '-(/)~ \~~ '. 
~i\~~ "'-P "'<;S!!J"~~~l 
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bur.a com.: .. nrni ty . 

Many d'emanci.s ;;:ere r.:ade that . the group be divided into girls ' 
an.d boy.s ' t;rou::is , 8.nd the.t _t:iey mset separately as is prop e r . Ho Vf· 

ever , our leade.r s"Guck i -t out, an.cl Japanese Young l.-eo:ple ' s Society 
survived its first trial by rumor . 

NlS EI GROUPS FL CUK1SH 
,-\ s th~ .:li sei grew more numerons , more a_r_d more groups beg1'1 to 

/ A . '.::le fcr.aed . First tht3 Christian J oun.e.:; people f'orned a group 
fr.Jkn.ovrr_ as the .Aub11rn Christian :B'ellowchi:p.t its meITLbers gener-
ally co~posGd o~ tho ct.ildre!l of the ffrW Christir>n f2.t:ili :;;~ in 
the di s-tr i ct . 'E18n t:~e Lud.dhist young p0Dple ·.vu1·0 organ.i zed into 
the "l'.13.A ar:id t~e YWB.A .. 1fue1 .. e vns e~ girls ' club or~c_."li zed kn.own 
c.;;; +ha : ... ~oiissc Cl11t ~ w".2y so n21r..Gd , I ne~"cr fClL"1d cut . 

Ihere were , in [..ddi tion , nl2.ny o.tt.lctic te::..:."'Ds , bac .:.:oe.11 in the 
sprir_2· , bc. sko~b2-ll ir.. the ~.'Tir;t~r , s_.::•Ol.r o.::-ed b~1 t· e Ycun: Peo_;·le ' s 
S0ciety • ..t.lt o.rJ.e timo ·::tere v;ere flve tea.··,s in e:xistenc e i n our 
comrr..irti ty . The tsams ·would :play on the hi z h s ctool c,:'tJUnds or in 
t::e r..:it;h ~c:1c ::; ::;_ ,_;y~":J: . SL;.Lil&r t ')C..:.~~ ~:rnre or can~ zed in t:ie C O.Lall'.l.:::d -

ti es thre:u~:{hout the valley , c.w..d of course i.e. 3eatt..;.e , w:-1ere thare 
vmrt:· ::.naLy -: e ar:s wi t:!J. b.c:ar:~ traC.i tio!"'_s d::::t..'..:J.g 1 2-C.::: :-- ~0re tt&r.!. two 
d 0ca.G.eu . · I..:,,· aC.d~ t:!.c.::1 t :_e1·E. v:s~e :: ... :::.o f..Tcu.r;s , . and i.::Cri.do .z.TO'll'f•S . 

r.rhe most important croup however , v:c..s t he J . .. CL. or t!.e Japan-
e::;0 l:.IL-::.. ri ce..;1 Si t :~ z JL' s Le ·1gue , e.. ~rot::p i\.,r t:'.:le :-ti sei o~ t::0 vot-
L1g a6 e , to study ci rte !m.i.t -~(.,!."S o:' in-c5rest to t _18 nisei , with 
so;:~et.hin..:; o::'.:' the che.T:=- e:-!;er of t::-_e J[ 1'0.;: '.~Se J~ .. -3SOCiati!ln, hut .At1e~

lC:J.L L1 ::.d·.;c.l.c . '?L~ ~-a:pDL.cce 1..r.l~r:::. c i:.. Ci t izen 's L~7Ue wa s na-
tional Le scop e , u.11d the bi. e:-mi2.l conve.r1 ti ons l"~sld i n -the typH~al 
t..::ier=. c c:.r:.. ~t-... 1.::J vwre le..1\_::e af:'a:rs vr~ t}:": :::::syors p:;:·ese'1."':, sigh:; - see-
inb tc.,u:::·s , s~ .. j.· c ::a:.:::~: .le.:::....; ~n t:t~ best !:1ott..l.s . 

Such tr~crr-~13re .. t :r~o three v;o:r·lds in ,_·,n.:.c:-1 vre lived : t::ie world 
of' 'tLe L.ier~c::.. ~f (:v:TyC.n..y- , i:·:i ::t n ;) dj_ffcronti.ati on :'rGm tb.e Ca..1-
cc.sin . .a .Am.vr.l..cu.n s , -;_, ~_.:; '.vorld o~ the nisei , ·che viOr:.Lci of the fi'rst 
Gcn.ci"u.t::.. en J -:lpE:..nos s . S:.1!rn correc t:l.y in. t ezr2.t0d life of e. heal t1'1y 
rni:r1J.ed ni sci lay :i.:i th0 · ;ir0 }!•3 ... ' 8Ll<:i.::".:.CL1g 2.n.cl coo::..·dir.::.tin€., of the 
t!::..rec vrnri.ds . Gr:.:d'.12.ll~r , of CO'.'.rse , th0 po•rnr c::.nd the influence 
of t h e :..:::~st - ri _ ..: ::od is ;,:::::~1 i.:i; . r:1o rc.~·:,,y . ni se:".. ··rho hc~ve fcunded in-
dep8~.Ld.bn t ~10iiies , t~:.0 i.nflue~1ce of t:'i.e l ss0i woTld is almost .:.:o.:-.i.-
e:x.l stB.:.1 t . .l'or t~.lGrL ti'_e Jro blr;r,1 2- s the :proper bc.lancint: of the 
world of tbe:i..:r :i:~ 881. :'ri -_;:ids , e.~1d th:.: lmrld of .Ar.!e:ri ~c;n L gener-
a l in their pro_per ;:>C7$:_Jacti-,;r8 . 
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It ffiust be QcL'Tlitted, of co~r~t that thB division of the social 

world into nisei, issei, and American clQssification is purely 
academic. Hho is to say whether going tD play 1fl!i th a nisei team 
in a competition with a local commercial team is a nisei or an 
lu::leri can activity? Each acti vj. ty may not fall into the co.rrect 
category, but they do show the general ch2..racter of our overlap-
ping ¥rorlds... It may be illuminating to show' the activity of a 
person for a given week to see how a nisei may divide his time 
among the different worlds in whicD. he lives. 

! N TEG RATION OF LIFE 

0 
lived on a farm et the edge of a small tovm of a population 
of 4,000. Duyti.me ectivities, . of course, were wholly de-
voted to the furni wor:-:. In the free· t .irne in the evening, let 

us see how this person, who wo..s myself, spent his time. Let us 
begin with f;londay : Mond2y was the night on which tho local ca-
mera 'club met ·, of which I was 2 member. This me.y be called a 
purely America..'1 activity, at least as far as the group and at-
BOSi'Jhere . ·went. This group met at various me::.b~rs :homes; and the 
wise cracks, the refresJ:nnents·, the topics of conversation were 
vrhol ly Junerican . Tuesday nigh"':;s lmre Judo ::tights. One might 
say that these were VihollY . ·frsei-iss~i nig~1ts, ·one 's companions 
vrere wholly nisei, but the act~ vi:ty taught was the ancient cour-
tesies and skills of Kodokwc:.n. 

Wednesday night wis choir practice. Thi·s might be "ce..lled a 
wholly~ .American n.ight. Th~ choir was· the..t of the 1.fiethodist· 
Cllurch, an<l I was · accc2ted into this group·&s C. useful if not a 
thoroughly reliable b::.:tss. T'nursday night wets Judo night again. 
Friday may bo n 4-E club meeting. This mi"ght be c--4lled e~ ·ano-
me.lous ni~ei-A. ;_eric2.n .-wo.rld . The group vt2.s wholly~ ·- cor:poscd of '. . 
the J .:ipc.nose boys. The 4-H cl uh of .Auburn, the ideology, and n.i.c~

te1"'ic.ls furni snecl from the COU!1ty ::..ge!It t S offi CC V:Cre nothing if 
not --.AmericLn : the 4-H creods, tho m2.t0ric.l~ on hmv· to construct 
a cold frc.n1e, . hoy; . to mix ·fertili_zers, how to keep c. frTm -record. 

Saturday ;:night be free, 2ud one .might go to tt19· public li brr-ry 
to brovrne ·2.rou.nd ci1d to..lk with others who h<:.ve come fur tho srune 
:purposu. Or. one might go to e. bc.skctbell g2T.le to wet ch the l~c~ 1 
t erm play c.gcinst trnother:. In this cc.se it Yiould: be c .. purely nisei · 
night. On·Sunduy evening one ci.li.>Jf.ys spe:1t r:wholly nisei night,_ 
meeting w{ th other· nisei in tho group wJ~ich mot in ·the Sn.l.YAtion 
Army Hull, a group of about 20. Other nisei might go bowling, 
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for which there were good :faciE ties in our town, the nisei formed 
teams whic~ .. competed agai.q.st the ~?Tilli1~rcial aud fi-·acernal teams 
of th~_ town. 

Sometimes a travelif ... g Jc.:p8.r..ese fi::Jn showr.i..an wo~ld come. Those 
nigb.t~ would be wholly,. Japanese~ Girls rn.i·ght go · to learn Japa11-
ese flower arrangem.ent . from a teecher who mad(3 a trip out to the 
country once a weelc. This, too, vmulC. be a r:hol ly Japanese even-
ing6 _ 

o~e can see tt.e variet::r .1?nd the richness of e life possible to 
a nisei, ai.'1.d one can realize thc..t li vL1g in a Viorld of a rc::.cial 
mi~ority could be an actual nsset, and not a liability. AB this 
minute e..ccount of u. weelc is give::::,. ono c~'1. soe th:::.t there is 
nothing thc:t car..not bo und.e1·s-tooC.. ~'.:bol.A.t the life of a .n. is Bi 
if one but tck0s the trouble to ilncginr:- !lo'·'! such u life would be. 

How ir: closi11g to tol:ch bri·~fly upo:1 t ile- socic.l ':.spects of t'~o 
life in ~hese relocation cam_;>s. Lif0 ·Ri t~.1.i.n these car-.:_:;s is IlOt · 

in any sense a black ~lole of fru.stration es many migh~ .. ·think, nor 
on the other hand, a lie,ht-hea:cted ro';lnd o: deprav :.,l idle plea- · 
sures as s<?me congressmen seem to thin£. Th(;re l:; food enough to 
sustain. life decently; if one is ar:.bit:ious one ca-~. learn many 
skills, learn the Eiiglis.b. laJ.-..~uage if o:-.i.v 0s C:eficier;.t in it; 
tr1erc is v:ork enou.gh for evvryone, a-:1C. to many college trained 
individuals, . this is oft(n th.;; i'i?st o;i;wrtu.."l::. ty ·t0 ro:ercj_s·3 
th8ir knowledge actively in. tho comrn.uni-1.iy' s behalf. 

T'.c.e -::;vils lie in sor:etf:..i~g ·more s~!btle tllc:n physical priva-
tions. It lies more in that sum0th.ine; : .. A:;sc.n·~i::il. is missing f::-om 
our lives. · No r::atter hov1 insulntDd H l)Orson was psychologically, 
yet he walked thG strcots or th3 ro2df; of tho cour,,.try side o.nd 
snw other hmnrn. beings. }fore the cutti:i.P-, cf'..L of s0lf' is complete• 
The bc-.ri)eCl_ Viire wit'-~ its watci: tower is P. real and actual demarca-
tion line betwee;: two real worlds. It c~ts L.:to t~ie ef.:"vrts to-
ward real i;i.tet:ration of ·life for which the .!.lisei has been so 
hlmgry, tho tiuccsss:'ul be .. lc...r.:.ciac of our lives of all the elements 
of the three worlds of ·N:hich he is a. l:Jart • 

. TLe priJJ~_c::.ry problem is th.2t of keeping alive in the residents 
the -sense thut they are a part of ·t;ie nc~tiO!".i. ·-:.ll effort. T'ne most 
devastnti.:ig effect upo1: a hw11c..n soul is aot lm'tred out bc:iag con-
sidered not l1lL112.a. T:10 only true solution to the :problem of the 
ni-sei lies in solviur-:: th0 problefo , .:iot l:uma.'1ely, h:1t in.a humun 
m.a..1.ner, _cf. restor:.ng the sen.se of oneness with the world ~~t 12rge. 

--St.uji Kimura 





AND 
q !_ seem~ ·now that ~he war . y~ .~~.th a dramatic su~de".ln·e~ ~te 
I , o.n. a 0unday. morning, as drarr..at1c and sudden a.:1 Lf it :~al'e an, 
L.I eart:C..quake or a tidal wave." We feel a helplessn~ss a~ainst: 

wars, somethi~ akin to tl:e ~el:_1lessr;ess tha.t we fe'3l tcws.rd those 
natur&l · d.i sasters. -War, hoyieve~c, is r.lClll-:nade. · Its b&ginninf{ may 
be · su.d4en·, but it , is a ·1:ong timf~ in building. T"ne slow &TOWth 
e~-ia. ··the ever · closer inrminence of this w:::.~r vms exnerie:-~cftd IDDre - . ~ 

directly u.nd deeply in tha Ii~onths before its c?ming by tne J:.:.pu-
ne'3e on !he. PC1ctfic Co2et tlu);'l by ~1.y other group in the United 
States, y~t. p&I r.:G.o:x;ically e~::.cugi1., 'de hoped and believed in its 
impossibility rb.or~ than any 0th.er · E;roup. 

I su:p;>9se. t:t.at no on~ cen say v;hen the first stel) tow3.rd thl-s 
war was talrnr1. Some liligiit say that it was the beginning of the 
N1an~huri 31:. · incide~t; others, the 1924 Exclusion Le.\:~, or the Ver-
saille T..c-eaty, or the R..issc-'J apane::Je ·.for, or the. Sino-J F_paiiese 
1'fo.r--one i~1igbt pi ck any train of everr ts and trace its course to 
tcday. It is frui tl6ss , . hovlever ~ ··to trnce the cl::use of 2.r1 event 
to e previous event, for s~ch a procdss· is endless. .I think that 
it would. be mor:s to t:r_e point to tc.lk nbou t th~ peo·ple th ems elves, 
the cltsh of· th0ir id8e:.s c.nd ide:S.ls ~ llo:·.r the ·people feel about 
things. So I VJLnt to· te.11':, not of trc.cing of events, but of our 
:'eelings ~ncl o:.ir hope3, h.:::it:; t:t.is f;::-.rti c·J.lc.r perqO!l li V•3d through 


