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the coming of the wer and "in i%s opening, leaving the brozd view

of events and historical signiticaace tothe historians, telling
the story from the rather limited viewpoint of a rural nisei in
the State of Vashington who was one of the thousands of nisei who
feared, hoped against Yar, who felt the shocic of the war, and who
wes one of the 100,000 who took part in the "Evacuation" that
followed.

For most niseis, I believe that the opening of hostilities be-
gins back in 1931 with the Mukden incident. It was then that
meny a nisei going to school began to feel assailed over the mil-
itarv actions of an Oriental naﬁion across the Pacific Ocean, as-
sailcd and mede to feel somshow responsible for the whole effair,
plthough most of us were as puzzled end at loss to explein these
things to ourselves, let zlone tc hostile Americaens wno hed their
dander up against the reprehensible Japanese in general. Twe ni-
soi took several attitudes upon feeling the Fising tension against
them. }Most of us took the attitude that this was fmerica, that
we- were Americens, and that all this wes none of our doing,—-
dontt bleme us for what our cousins are doing over there. It was
e logieal attitude perheps, certeinly it Was typically American;
tut somewhat lazy. A few witharew into themseives, and expressed
no opinions whatsoever. And there were a few, praisewortly, but
fe7 ln number, who begen to read ond searc for the true perspec-
tive of events end cultures in an attempt to understend the de-
volopments in the Orient. There were a few who became violently
antt-Jeponese  (onti-Imperielist Joponese, thet is to sy}, join-
ing the communist Porty end decrying the ections of the Jopunese
military, few of the Mintelligentsiz", teking such en cttitude;
others, taking the opposite tack, became morosely race-~coi:scious, -
though the opinions of the letter did not find channels of ex~
pression in the nisei press. But to Igericans, and nisei are Am
ericans, international problems are but a small part of the con=
scious world. lhch more important are the events closer to home,
the Lindbergh case, the world sexies, the Depression, the schools,
the football teams, the movies. Ve got along. :

Then in 1937, came the iavasion in earnest of Northern Chinaj
some time later the sinking of the "Paney", the events deepening
the animositics of the two netioas, but it seems thet somehow to-
werd the end of the decade, that we nisel were becoming harden ed
towerd the ever increasing tonsiogs, end that we no lomger felt
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the shock of events in the Orient zs a perscnal injury sgainst

gur peaceablie lives in America as we had fell earlier at the time
of the Xanchurisa incident. The belligerence of our Japenese
cousiiis wers Dpéginning to be bormne with acervain resignation to
zeﬁe;‘ %bre gnd’ more, how?Yer{ thi%gs began to change for us.
Soietimes lske resorts to which we Lad used to go swimming would
refuse us admittence, saying, "we don't mind you, but other peo-
ple don't like to have you around". A populer skating rink would
have a certain night only for the Japanese. Ve began t¢ hotice
that our younger brothers and sisters were more cliquisn among
themseives &t school than we had bsen. In the economic life, our
3ives went on at g stesdily cxperding rsaie.

In the fall of 1939 the Buronean .'er began. The Draft Law
gume into effect in 1940, end hePs and tiere nisei boys began to
be drafted into the army. We still felt guite secure: a few months
of training, and they woulld cces Bes:. Then in the speing of
1941, all our parents who were silens Zere zsiod o rogister et
the .post office to be numbered and rimgerprinted, agd exwed to
tell about - invastrents and rsedirg metiters. With 4o stgaeip-
tion =and fineerprinting, the Iree and easy amcrica tuid ®Mu 3ad
¥rown Dessed away forever. Then one dav in July, ws foung that
all tohe checks written by Japanese bounced boeii. The cacmersial
treaty between Japan and the Unitéd States had bean Jbodaeted,
and the nisei had to bring their birth eertificates o the bank
to prove that they were citizens e tolaave their ageaisnls un-
frogan. The Jepanese ships suddenly ceased coming to the racilfic
Soast ports. Commnicatioas bessme tenuous. Tusn throughout the
sumeer, the American State lepafmment bsgan to urge Americans to
Iesve the Orient, "M™is is t¥e last chence--", "hemain at your
own Tisk"--. kany nisei who had gone %o study in the Crient be~
gan-to return again, each bringing back stories of food rationing
in Japan, of fusl ratiomiang, of "sufu" clothing that melted in
the first washing, of the 50 yen shoes, of the taxis of Toky a
coasting to a stop to save gasoline, of the charcoal-buraing
trucks. Hearing these stocries, we did not dream tie possibill-
ty of wer. There was atalk at that time of besing theUnited States
Wavv in Singapore, and as long as the United States kept a block-
ade of strategic meterials we felt that & war could not stert.
Will the war start todey? Of course not. .ill the war start to-
morrow? No, not likely. The £future was a series af tomorrows.
We pinned our hope on faith thaé somshow things will ruddle
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through, as it had done in the. past.

There was something in the air zs the diplomatic negotiations
went on in VWeshington in the November of 1941. During the Thanks-
giving holidays the Japznese Young People's Christian Conference
wes .held in Secttle. At the officers' meeting a suggestion was
mede that we send a telegram. to- Washington of our hopes and pray-
ers of the .conference that their conversations might lead to a
peaceful conclusion. The gecture now seems SO ineffectual and
naive, but the incident reminds us how futilely we hoped against
hope that the war might be averted, and how deeply concerned were
the young people those. sunny eutumn:days.

5 Ry O mcE

[j.n -the first week of December rumors began'tc go around thsat
t now since all - shipping commerce Wos stopped, between Japan
|| and the United Stetes, the Japanese consulate office in Seat~

.tle was going to be closed. My mother reczlled that whea sistér
wes borm, her birth hcd been reported to the villege in Japgn
from which father and mcther nad come, and in which the grand-
parents still lived. Of late, there hed been a strong demand

awofig the American citizens, both J.panése and Caucasians, that

such dual citizenship should not be continued for it placed the
child 'in a position of being a citizen of two countries. Hearing

trat the coasulate might close its doors in the near future, mo-
ther decided-to cancel the registration in Japan of my sister's
birth immedistely.. On Friday of tie first weex in Deceiber, we
went on our farm truck to Seattle, found our way to the big of-
. fice. building downtown and took the elevator to the office, We
opened the door with the chrysanthemum seal of Japafi, andG entered
the gloomy office. It was 2 gloomy place that dey, gloomy not
only from the gray clouds over £1liot Bay, but from the gloom of
silence, the gloom of men with nothing to do but sit and smoke .,

" hat is your business?’, the chief clerk csked. It wes a
typical consulate reception, for somenow tue clerxs and office
staff.of the consulate seemed- 1o think themselves superior to tae
‘rest of the immigrant residents in America, and tiaey comnunicated
this s&ttitude even in their forlorn dejection. The consul hime
self was a sensible and courtecus mai, but the sad steff seemed
4o be an office fixture, even with the coming of the charming and

- gble Consul Sato. After finishing our business, we went out of
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‘building ‘quickly, breathing a sigh of reliefl at having.dispOSed

of something hanging over our heads, and escaping from a gloomy
place.

Though we did not know it then, it was the "last chance". Two
deys leter was Sunday, ecember 7. Sister and I came home from
the cturch, and I made a bee-line for the radio. Church would
always. make us late for the first numbers of the New York FPhil-
h?rmonlc, but I alwasys looked forward to Deems Taylor. The fami-
liar Sunday afternoon music filleé the kitchen, when stfangely
all Oo? ? sudgen a voite cut into the music to say, "All members
of Squadron 3 report to Send Point immediately--ell menbers of
the. Sgquadron 3 report to Sand Point impediately-—" repeating
se#sral mors times. Sapd Point wag the neval eir station. My
..heart skipped a beat, but the returning f£lood of msic drowned
out my thoughts, although a vague apprehension remeined, Few
minutes later again the music faded,, esd =z voice cut in to gey:
ngulletin: ilord - has been received that ths unidextificlt black
ships thet aave vombed the United States Naval Base at Peaxl Her-
bor sare  beliieved to be of Japanese Origin. Coivakta w3l issue
suptrer bulletins as news oF furtier Gevelopments are recaivad."
As tne voice stopped, the masic of tre symphony came o sgaiz. I
Jooked cut of the window at the sunlit pesture. I sould heor my
mother at the cink getting ready the Sunday dinner. FEaihar wWas
obiivicus %o sveryihing but ihz AURSPIATET. I sat en& lis*ened to
the supic for a 1lttle while. Taex I said slowiy, "Japes hes
come bo-Lowb Esweii. Looks like the var hes started.® .1y mother
turned white. Fataer put Gowu Lis paper. "I guess Jepan has be-
come desperate aad struck."

When ~the sy@gpiacny Was finished, my fether seid to me, "shuji,
when war <Comes, We 40 not Znow whet will b 25t es long as
we acve food, wWe cen et along for some tim I think that you
had better go buy axotier ssck of rice, rigat now." It seemed
preposterous to e, but somehow his sericus ; med> me say "ALl
right." I took the truck out of the bern znd went to rfrenk ieye-—
de's gas station ond srocery down the roed. Ee wcs recding the
Sundcy pcper end his rcdio wes turned off. I told aim about the
.bombing of Pearl ilcrbor. Je did not talk much. I asked for the
"g8ack of rice, and dian't buy anything eise, so full was my mind
wit» +turmoil. How right was my father's instinct from his peas-
ant boyhood for ihe primery considzratinn for food in a crisis
was brought out 6 hours later wnean the "Trzding with the Znemy
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Act" was proclaimed, prahibiting all transactions with enemy

aliens. He was 7right. There was a funacaweatal security in a
sack of rice.

CN BORROWED TIME L

et me say that the situation in my femily was peculiar in
{} that I, the nisei member was techniecally classified asan-
| “yenemy elien in that I hed been born in Japan, although I had
been raised in tais country. Immedictely efter the wer sterted,
the birth certificate as a proof of American citizenship had to
be cerried chout by the nisei es a pass to the most common acti-
vity: getting a ride on & bus, "Here's my birth certificste; I'm
a citizen", buying gasoline: "Here's my birth certificate: I'ma
citizen;" cashing a check: "Here's my birth certificate; ' I'm a
citizen." I, of course, did not possess this magic paper, so that
the best +*hat I could do was walk instead of drive, and not buy
enything.

That evening our nisei. Christian Fellowship's Sunday night
mesting was held 28 usual in the Selvation Army Hell. He all sat
close together tuat night. "I felt so funiy--the people on the
street stared a2t me sc this afternoon.' said e girl.

- "Gosh, I sure hate to go to school tomorrow" said a high school
boye.
"T wonder what's going to heppen to us?"
scu

s were o scored--but the boys laughed ot us whon we looked
so scared.™

So the conversetion went. I felt rather piqued thet these
nisei who werec citizens should in eny way feel cshemed of thonme
selves now thet the war had started. I pointed out to the boys
end . girls gathered sbout the circle thot thoy h~d nothing to be
nshemed ebout in° their being Jopanese. Trhe future, of course,.
was unprodicteble, but no ome cver knew the future any wey. 'We
knew, however, that somechow Woys were opencd no metier whet we
lost, and that we could alweys live on; thut war changes nothing,
thet right still remeins right, only more so; thet wrong still
remeins wrong, only more:sO; that our true friends remein friends
no metter what hoppens; that the only wey in which we could keep
on trceting others and being trected is thet we cet sincerely. I
bolieved those things then. I still believe them now. Still I
know how those youngsters felt, how full of trepidations they
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to weed—-we felt as if they were an-lnexnrable process of life
which we could not chenge. As we worked in.our fields, a man
came -in and talked to us. "I hear that the govermment is going
to teke all you Japs away from here and send you to the sugar-
beet country. Yes, sir, that's what I heard at the Rail."

"Oh Yeah?", I said, and would pay no aitention to him. Beer
parlor talk. : ' ¥ - :

Then one day an item appeared in cur local paper about the
Farm Security Administration arranging to.rent a large office
space in our town. Our valley was a rich valley, and there was
little need for large scale efforts of the FSi for the farmers
here. I thought it strange, and I asked ths moneging editor o f

the local paper, who was my friend, why the government agency was:

setting up such a large office here. His answer was evasive, and
he -'quiekly changed the spb;ect. A suspicion. crossed my mind, A
thet 1t might mean- something.: I said nothing about -it to. my:pa-
‘rents, but the thing kept worrying me in the back of thé’head‘

Tha next event -in the consciousness of the. hectic-days of the.
spring of 1%42 was the series: of .the Tolan Committee- hearlngs ad
Los Angales, San Francisco, ond Seattle. This was anothér straw
ic the wind, aond the wind was decidely strounger. = We had heard
that the Tolan Committee was going %o conduct. hearings on. the
questions of whethsr or not 1o evc uate the Tapanese aliens from
the Pacifiec (oast, and we hoped.that we could have &' charnce to.
express our wish to stay and to add to the agrlcultural produc-
tion of this area. However, when the- nisei who kad gone to the .
hearings came back, they néd a-differsnt story entirely. Wie
went with the idea that we might fight to prevent the- evacuation
of the old folks," they said,."but the question sesms to be not
whether or not the aliens should be moveds It's the question of
whetber or nct a2ll quunes , eliens ocnd citizens alike should be
moved!™ I had a funny feeling in the pit of the stomach.

PROUCLAMATION - NO.S . : \
hen the Dpewspapers began to publicize these hearings, how-
uver,‘Wé doubted again. The facts presented smacked so much
of +the “o0ld anti-Japancese propaganda: the low living stand-
urds, the spies, the saboteurs, the strategic-lying farms noar
cirerzft plants, near naval bases, and 2ll the old hocum which we
knew were false or mecningless, that we thought it cnother publi-
city stunt. Why should anyone want to mcve us out of here? e
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were producing far more than anyone else--we knew the land--we
knew the ‘erops--it would be foolish for the country--and who
could ta=ke over? Where would they build houses tc put us? What
of our equipment and crops? They wouldn't confiscate it, would
they? All these questions added up to the "impossible". "Why
didntt those c¢ity papers lay off the cheap sensationalism?™ I
thought contemptuously. Looking back now I realize how superfi-
cial had been my attitude toward the Americans in general, znd
conversely how essentially superficial the attitude of the Am-
ericans is toward the Japanese also.

Essentially my viewpoint was that of the rural or smell town
nisei all of whose American friends spoke to him by first name,
whose houses were open to him, whose parents knew him, and- among
whom there was no fear. Do .those Americans whem hs krew so in-
timately want him evacuated awny from this valley into the hin-
terlands of the Idaho beet fields? No, not one. Therefore the
-pedple who were clamoring for his removal were foolisk wad igpor-
ant people t0 whom one need not pay eny cttention. What T knew,
but did not really understond in my heart, was the faet thet feor
sach americen who kmew the nisei well, there were 10,00€ who kuew
Bim only aos & member of en Orientsl race who lived in dilapidated
houses, raised wvegetobles at a fearsome rate, or whe scld fruit
end vegetlables, or wio lived in the more squalid seoticus of the
town gnd cities ~nd engnged in unknown aetivitices and customs.

Then there was the military mind tc whom war was the supreme
activity of mankind, while to most of us, war is catastrophy to
b2 avoided and foughi--the military mird to whom a vegetable
ranch- next to an aircraft factory was a supreme opportunity for
sabotage~-while to most of us an aireraft factory mext to our
farms 1is a roisy amnoyance and an encrcachment on our acreage.
Then there were the thousands more of Americans who had never
eveh seen any Japanese, and whose only source of information or
opinion were +the radio or the newspaper, both eager to be the
tfustest with the mostesth, If it is true that it is knowledge
that brings strength, and that it is the unknown that brings fear,
it is not surprising thet there was hysteria in those insecurse
days. :

The period of doubtful rumor ended sharply however, when in
March, President Roosevelt by & proclamation gave to General De-
Witt the power to remove all persons, non-citizens and citizens
alike as he 'saw fit from his area of Western Defense Command.




Few duays later a mdp came out in the newspaper showing the- aPeas
t0 be™ evacuated. All the heavy centers of -populations were im-
luded. We were -included in there oll right. Now-what? Work
had been started. But it was really official this time. - é
Ever with the offieial proelamation, however, we-stili elung -
%0 the thread of hope thut no definite pericd had been set. ' Pepe

hops we could stay-till July and harvest the crop-that we had gl- ~

ready “started ot least. In April the county =zgent asked me 0
mike o survey of the Jopanese “farms in our vicinity. -The purpose
of the survey, he told me, was twofold: - First to know- the -ex—
¥ent of Joponese investment and sereage, and second, to sid- the
new tenants in farming the land in the crops ‘planted, The survey
took ir the crops, the acreage planted or intended to-be planted,
$he fertilizers used, the equipment on-hand, and suggestions to
be used by the people taking over. I was told to assure the fars
mers that the “government would - see to it that they received a
fair return for any labor expended ‘on the crops, though just how
he could not say. So I went from farm to o, -~ . g

I fglt“ a pain in my Heart as the farmers carefully listed the
pea poieqfﬁ1han3, the sacks of fertilizer, the hay for the horse,
the cultivotor that they must sell or leave behind.  There was a
@ulf, I krew, between the two viewpoints: the evacueets primarily
wansing to know what will become of my crops, what will become of
my peaZEpgles~ahd my borse?, while the viéewpeint of the Americans
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were primarily: "Given these equipment and crops, how can we
continue the process of growing these crops with these people
gone?"® The Japanese had led a highly specialized life in the
valley, so that almost all the shipping vegetables were produced
by the Japanese, and the dairymen and the berrygrowers among the
white <farmers had no intersst in engaging in growing lettuse,
peas, cauliflower that they had no experiencs in growing. In the
hysterical fears aroused in the cities and in the official cir-
eles, there was the fear that the Japanese farmers would cease to
care, for their crops or that they would plow under the crcps. It
was somewhat disgusting to those vhe had so courageously plowed
and planted ip spite of freezing end lack of credit.

At the tige of the survey early in April, cpproximately 80% of
the people had as yet no arrengemsnt to have their equipment and
crops turned over to a roceiving farmer. Now the Farm Security
Ldministration swung into action, cnd ve werc asked to register
our aecreage and our crops and our equipment veluss with the of-
fice. Tc the office would comc.whitc farmors and Filipino faor-
mers +to0 look over the forms. Taos IFSa would act as an intermedi-
ary in arranging fair prices. If the credit iu estigation of
the prospcctive buyer was satisfuctory, an applicction for a FSA
loan would be sent to San Frecacisco for approval, and the
buyer would be able to pay for thc ferm and its equipment. Of
course not all the formers made such arrangemcnts. Haony owned
their own forms. They leased to others. Others made private
deals with neighbors to take over. The me jerity of the coses
were tenzut farmers, however, so that mony cutright sales were
mode through the FSia. There were tragic ecascs of pecple Who were
buying their land through the Federzl Land Benk of Spokane who
were forced %o losc their laud tirough forfoiture beocause they
could not make crrangements tc finish the payments.

Soon after the opening of the FSa offices througkout the val-
ley, the orders came that the people in the northern part of the
King County were to evucuatc 1O Pircdale in Califorria within two
weekse Still mzany had not mode arrcungements. Eow the majority
of the peopis who evacuated first in the County disposed of their
affairs 1is still o mystery to me, but there were a few zbandoned
places. I know of a f&w grecnhouscs abandoned, and in which there
are weecds growing. 3

Now ¢$ne sellinz of personcl houschold gocds begen in earmest.
"Refriges_tor for sdle"--*Dining: Room Furniture for sale"--signs
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appecred in the windows, = ads appeared in the newspapers. Mother

sold some ¢f the furniture through the. farmer's Auction Pavillion.
#Have you scld your furniture yet?" was a common greeting. Cars
began tO appear in the streets with "Evacuating-—car for sale"
nGood tires" painted on their wind shields. Naturally in a lim-
jted market with soO much for sale at once, many things were sold
eheaply. Furniture for $5.00, refrigerator for $40.00 were Tu-
mored. "Don't sell at a loss," the government pleaded.

THE EXODUS
E:i;he metrcopoliten Japanese Were being evacuated earlier than
El the Tural Jopunese. The pecple in Seattle were being moved
|| to Puyallup as all this was going on. They would pass about
g¢en in the morning in frort of our house, rumbling lines of huge
ghartered buses loaded black witk people, and waving as they pass-
od our house. Sometimes I would be working, but I would not want
to look up. I wanted to hide from them——-perhops because while
they were being sent away, 1 was yelb free, or perhaps because I
Wwonted to flee from the thought of being sent away like them.
Yonths. later I was to understand the instant feeling of comrad~
ship that one evacueeé feels for another. Going from Pinedale to
the Tule Loke Relocstion Ceater, our train passed by the Tur-
Jock Reception Center. The children poured from their barracks
to wave at us, gnd all of us on the train waved back frantically.
As soon as the Puyzllup Center was occupied, the people from
the surrounding valley went to see them. There came back Trumors
of haggard faces--of 1lack of food~--exaggerated, no doubt-—but
hearing these stories we would send food to Puyallup—and prepar-
ing for our own evacuation we bought concentrates such as powder-
ed milk, raisins, cheese, vitomin pills, pouillon cubes, choco-
letes-—all in anticipation of starvation-~and all of wh;ch,we?e,
as far as We Wers concerned, absolutely unnecessary. “ihab kl%g
of clothing Shall e take?", What kind of luggags *2 the beso{;
They say you can't taoke knives OF flashlights. ﬂowamucihcazozan
got into the ~duffle Dags? 411 these questions kep® THe _
folks busy and jumpinge _
One afternoon We gaw Aan srmy truek
ot a pover line pole. 4o Tan out to sce. THET® it was?

go b tho rousc and stop
Procla-

mation to 21l parsons of Japancse ancastry residing in King Coun~

ty north from the Pieres county line--and so on—and en@iggz
Genoral John 1. DeWitt, Western Defenso Command, the Presidio,




