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the coming of the war ~nd ·1n its openin5, le~ving the bro~d view 
of even~s and historical significa.1ce to the historians, telling 
the story f'rom the rather limited vie";'lpoint of a rural nisei in 
tho State of \·ras"'ington v.rho ·:ms on.e of the thousands of nisei who 
fea;·~d, hoped aga~nst \·Tc.r , 1:rho felt t~:e sl10c:~ of the vmr, and who 
vms one of the 100 ,000 v-rho took part in the "Evacuation° that 
follov:ed . 

lfor most niseis, I b.slieve· that t~1e openin.g ·of hostilities be-
gi'."cs back in 1931 wi tt the I'.~u.kden incident. ·rt was then that 
r.z:i.y a niJei going to sc~ool bega.::1 to fsel assailed. over the ruil-
i tary actions of' a.'1 Oriental :1ation across the :t:ac·i1·ic Ocean, as-
sailed. 3.:ld r::ede to f'eel so . .ili.8b.Jvi respor.si ble for the v.rb.ole effair, 
el thougl1 Tij,Gst of us ~·;e.ra e:.s puzzled and o.t loss to exp~ain. these 
thinss to ourselves, let ~ ... loile tc. hos ti le Ar::.eri ccns 1g:ho hc.d their 
1a.'1.<kr u::r;. agai1~8t the repret0::~sible Japa.:ese in ge.G.eral. T1~e ni-
sei took sevsral attitudes upon feeling the rising teilSion against 
them. !:Ost o~ us· too1:<: the atti tudo tl,lat this was J:merica, that 
w&-.. wci·e J.r;~ei-· i csns, a.r .... i that all tt.:.i s wc..s n::me of o"lir doing,--
don t.t blat:~e 1..is for v,;~at _our cousins i:-1.l'e doing over tb.ere. It was 
a logical attitud0 lx;r11sps, C'3rtci"lly it T:i::_s t:rricc;.lly Jiil:rica...ri, 
-out sorne\1hat ls.z:;. J... .lew wl thd.rm: in.to thc.i.Ti.sol ves, · 21Hi 0:t..-pressed 
:io opinions whc. tsot;?VW.'. . .A..'1d t:wre were 'a few, prui sevwrt~-~y, but 
ft;;'.;f ln rn .. siber, ·.,..:b.0 l,egw'1 to .20=::.d. ,[:.nd. ssa:...;~~1 for the trus pc: s_;iBc-
ti ve of ·:)vents 8.nd cultures in arr r:tto~.:1Jt to uncierste.nd. · th0 de- " 
V•·1.L'lT'mCH"'..L.S i· n t:..,p Cn--i p.r,+u 'I•·i.prp -.:·~,,. .... e .,, ·Pc~"l,J '•".u.11 0 b'-•c ..... ·n~e v~1· Oi~ cnt..1..

1 ~; 
'--'.._ '"'.!.''-•'-.:..!. J J..-J -~"-·· • .. ...., .._.. ••'-''- C\. .s.. -.J •• 'V J ~,..... . ' -- _, 

u::rBr:-Jc:pili1&sc ( :.s;.t:: -Irr .. p0ric.list .Tc.pcnos.J, thc~t is t~ ·$.y I, j:::>in-
in.g, the; cor:1n!.urrist P.::-.. rty. e.nd uucryirrg the e;_ct~ons of thE: J c...pc.nose 
milit:::Ty, fe~; of tb.~ "ir:.tcllig8r:tei~ . .'', tekins s.~cr;. er.:. &ttitude; 
ot:1ers, t&h.i.ng tile opposite tack, became .rwi-os.~ly i·ace..:..cv ... 1scious , 
thow~h the O]inions of . the letter did .aot fi ".1.d cl1annels of ex.-
pressicn in. the nisei ·9rGos. But to .f....ili~Tica..1s, an.d nise: are .Arn.-
erica!ls, internatio!lal problems are but a small· part of· the con-
sciou:::; isorld. ~.:·ic:i. m:Jrs i:npo:rtant are t::e e•rnnts closer to tome~ 
the Llndbergh case, the worlcl se1~ies, tt.e :Jepress3.on, the schools, 
tbe foott·all te21D.s, tho movies. \!e got along. 

T';J.en in 1S37, cam3 the in.vasion. irr sar;10st of :::-ortl1er.:-~ Chi:!.m;. 
sona time later t!J.e sin1-::ing of t~1e r'I'ane.:.~n, the events d.eepcning 
t: ... e a..'1.irnosi tics o~ tlle t'Ho · ne_tio:1s, but it see.:ns the.t soceho'N to-
ward the end of the dec2clc, that -.le nisei '.:.JQrG 03co11i.:-.i.g hc...rd.en e d 
to--:·;c.rd the ever i:icre2..si~ to!1.s:i.o32-s, s.nd that we no longer f'el t 
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the shock of eveats in tlle Crient c:.a a personal injury against 
our :peaceab.Le lives in k1erica as we had. felt earlie1· at the time 
of the 1:anchur-.i.&11 in·~iden-t.. r.i11e b0lligerence of our Japanese 
cou.si.t.s ~rn.r~ pe5i.nr.1.i11g to be oorne v.i th a 0C?r·vain resie;nation to 
Fete. ~v.iore aad more, nowever, things began to chan:;e for us. 
So,.B~Lncs la..cce .i..>esor·ts to w~.:.iGL. •ie Lad. used to gJ svvir:m.i:...g v;ould 
refuse us ailinittence, saying, ff,.·e don't rind you., bu-c o"tner peo-
ple do;J.' t lil-'::e ~o haY-e you arou:id" •· A popular skating rink w;uld 
have a certaJ.n night only ~·or t[l.e Ja1°'a.'1ese. 1ie began tG 110-i:;ice 
that our younger brothers and sisters were more cliquis.D. a"llong 
tr.:.errsel. vcs &t school t::-iar1 we had b8e~1. II1_ the eco.:iord c ~ife, our 
lives "Jent on at a steadily t;Jf_'pa.11\U.n.g l:ate. 

In the f~2.l of 1939 the E'ul'o:-;ea..n .~~r began. Tile D.i'aft Lavr 
emne L1t0 e.?:fect in .1940, and. l1e,_.e a.Ed. t~ .• e:::-e j'.li.3ei boys ·begar ... to 
be dr3.i'ted into the army. He s-r;ill f'elt quite secure: a fev:- months 
of training, a:id tl:ey v:oul1 ccu:f-3 Mel::. 'I'he~1 in tbe srrt~g of 
1941_, all our parents ·virho wer0 al.iana were a~~0d to r~ ·:t 5t-ar e.t 
the . :;ost office to be numbered and fitu;erpri~-tea 1 au/ frSiL to 
tell alr8U.t 
tion e...nd finftE!rprintin5, 
?rr.ov:n ;JP.sse1 away fo:·sver. Tlrnn o:J.e de:' ir~ July, V!e :f:ound ttmt 
all t.~ie chec~.cs ·vlri tten by J <.,;.:p....,JJ.ase 'i>.)unce~ b.:_c~.:. T~.i..a 
trAa+.y between J'3.pan and ti1e uni t!~d Statas hao. b~ :ted, 
and .. the nisei had to b:::·i~€ their hirtt. ~erti:'icst.e-s t-0 t.be bs.nk 
to prove that they T.~ere ci tizen.B &1d to ~:tave -'chei:r a~c:.t>..:.n:ts t •. n.-
frnzr.;r... The Jepan.ase ships sudden.ly ceaseu cornin~ to tne J..-'acific 
Gvast :pcn·ts. Com:m1:rications oe~ame tem:ous. 'I'~;.sn throughoti.t the 
st:.IP2:er, the .lu~eri can S-ca t e :Uepcs-~err t bsgan to ur§ie .American a to 
leave t!J.0 Or:'..e.:it, 0 T"~:i.s is tte last che.nce-- 11

, 1'Ji~·r:iain cit your 
own risk"--. :Lany nisei wLo had. gone to s~J.d;\T :.n the 0rie!lt be-
gan ·to r etur!l again, each bringing bac~ stories of food rationing 
in Japart, 
the first 

of fuel ::catioL.L:g, o:' "s·if'i" clc.tb.ing that melted in 
washing, of the 50 yei1 ~s, of -'che taxis of Tokyo 

to a stop to save gasoline, of the charcoal-burning ~oasting 
trucks. Iiearing ttese sto:ci BB , v1e did nJt clre&..;J. t~~e possi bili-
ty of we:r·. Th.ere was a talk at that time of be.sing the United statss 
WAvv in 8L1gapo~'e, r_d as lon; as the United. States kept a block-
ade of strategic materials we felt that a ~1ar cou:~ no~ st~~t. 
Will t:!J.e -:;m.r start todc.::? Of course not. ..ill the war start to-
morrow? No, not likely. The i'l...t·ne vm£ a series of tor.:orrows. 
We pinned our hope on faith thaj; somehow things 'Nill muddle 
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through, as it had done in th~ past~ 

There was something in the air. GS tha dipl0matic ne0oti~tions 
wont on in \icishington in the November of 1941. During, the Thunks-
gi ving holidc::.ys the Jcpr..nese Young People's ChristiQil Confe1·ence 
Vlr'S .held in Senttle. At the.officers' meeting D. su[gestion wc::.s 
made that we send a teleg:L'a."71. to- -,;c..shington of our hopes o_nd :pray-
ers of the .conference that their conversations rnigl1t lead to a 
peaceful conclusion. The gecture now seems so ineffectual and 
naive, but the incident reminds us how futilely we hoped against 
hope the.t the war rr.ight be averted, and how deeply concerned were 
the young people trose- su~ny e~tumn days. 

A SACK OF R. t CE n\ . n the first vrnek of December ru:;1ors beg2Il to go Eround thd 
\ . now since all · shippinb .commerc0 1Nc. s stop:_Jed, between Jc.pen 
J and_ the U:1i t cd Stt'tes, the J s.pan(.;se consul~.te office in See_t .... 

: tle w2s goin.g to be closed. l(y :11other r0cs.llcd t hc.t when sist~r 
we.s po!.'a, hor birth hc .. d. been_ reported t o the vill2e:,e in .J&Pctn 
:from 1."Thich fatt.er aad T·lCther i1a6. cofae, and in which the gra...r1d-
parents still ~i ved. Gf late, - there hc..d been a stT01i.g demand 
?I::.orfg· t£le .... terican citizens, botr_ J _.pdilese aaci Caucasians, t11at 
s-J.ch dual ci ti zen.shi:p should I".:.ot be cor:.tinued for it placed the 
child in a :position of being a citizen of two countries. Eearing 
tr-at t::.e co!1sul~te wight close its doors in· th.e near future, mo-
t!1er decided -to ca'1.cel the regist:..--c.tion in Jap2.n of ';:ny sister's 
bi rt ti i:m11edi st cl~-. On Friday. of t:1e first v..reei:::: in Deceuber_, we 
went on our :'arm true~·= to Seattle, :found our way to the big of-
fice. building d.onntoVEl S"LQ took t:!e elevator to the office. ~'.fe 
opened the door ·:;.ri th tlw chrysanthemum seal of J8.pah, and entered 
the gloomy office. It wc..s a gloo.~"y :pl8ce that day, gloomy not 
only from the gray clouds ov.er :2lli ot Bay, but from tho gloom of 
silence, the gloom of n:sn with nothing to do but sit and smoke .. 

"'{;hat is your bu!=>iness? ·', the chief cleri~ c..s! ~ed. It wc..s- a 
.typical consulate reception, for somei.10W t:1e cler~~S ai1d office 
staff of the consulate seeL.ed· to think t:1emsel ves superior to the 

"rest of the irnmigrc:i..nt residt.;;nts in r.illericG., ~1.d they communicated 
this e:..ttitudo even in their forlorn dejection. The consul him-
s.elf wns a sensible 2.lld courteous ma.."1, but the sad stc_ff seemed 
.to be an office fixture, even with the ·coming of the charming and 
ablo Consul Suto. .M'ter finishing our business, we went ou_t -of 
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quickly, breathing a sig...h of relief at having disposed 

of sometJ:ing hanging over our heads, and escaping from a gloomy 
place. 

Though we did not know it then, it was the "last chance". Trno 
days later w~s Sunday, December 7. Sister and I came home from 
the . chuTch, and I made a bee-line for the radio. Ch·n'ch would 
always make us late for the first numbers of' the New York Phil-
har::n.oni c, but I always looked fcrvrard to DP-ems Taylor. The fawi-
li ar Sunday afternoon IiiUSi c filled tt1e ki tchea, V·Ihen st.~a.'1.gely 
all 0f a sudden a voics cut into the rmsic to say, "All members 
of Sq:iadi"on 3 r0port to Sen 1 Pcint im.'Y!ediately--c.11 mcr.ibc:rs of 
the Squadron 3 report . to Sand Point i.rnr~1~diu.tely--'' repeating 
se nr::il m0r~ ti:"les. Sand Poi~t wa~ th0 naval air station. 1~y 
heart skipped a · be£.t, but t:!e retur:ling flood of !:!t:dc drovmGd 
out Dj" .. ~houzrt s, al tho 1J.gh a i.<"'2.t_.;ae ap:1rehe:ision remsineG... Few 
minute·s lat0r 8.6airi thG rrm.sic faded,, cfid a 70i:!e cu~. D:. t? f:ey: 
"Bulletin: ~ford has been received that tila unide.::~t,:i.1.'idl ble.ck 
ships that ~J.a7e 00211.:sd ·the United States IfaYal Base at F-6iU'l Ear-
bor are believed to be of J&pa.tJ..eoe origin. ColU3lbia ~il2. issue 

As 4v11e: liolcv .stoiJpeC., tiJ.c 1ai..:;i'~ of tl".-3 3::r:_1r~ol.!.Y c~;·o c·:i aga~ . .n. I 
looked c·tl t of the '.iillUO\.J' &t ~:;he Si ..... ali t pc..;:; tt..rv. I cou:d t;.e::.r DY 
i:J.ot:: .. ar ct t~:..o eink getti.!'lg reao.y the SunC.<::.y di!'.1.n0!'. :Fe..tb:er W;ls 
·, • . ~ -- • - · -.-. • ..:..1--· ,_, .. 1~- ~ . ........ ::::> . ~ • ,,.~ • ..,"' ..... , ..... I c;:!:lt ~~ ... 11· s+e ~.:i to 00..i..lY.;.IJU.S "tO _ t::;li8...1o"J·vu.!..-.Lb u'-l~ vJ.-·~ ._}_,n.:.1-'-J:-e . • · · - ............ c::.uu - , . ~tr..I. 

the rDJ.Si c I'Gr a ii ttl.e while. 'E::.o:-;. I said slc,;:.y·, ":'° .:::p.llil has 
COJJ"ld ·tc · "Lm.~b R:;,;;ei i. Loo!::s lj.ke- the· rar hc.s starte_d. n .'i.::y mother 
turnt::d :.rihl:te. "S'ata.ci" pu.LJ C;.o-.r: .. hi..> ::_)G..::_) ·::r. "I g'J€:ss .7c:.pan ha.s be-
cm:1e de;:;por::.te a:J.C. strlici~ ." 

UhorJ. · t_je sy!,;lp:1c.;i:;- ·.:Gs f.:.n.is:10d, ;:r~" :!'c:ther s2_id to me, "Shuji, 
when · war ·comes, v;c, C;.o_ n c: t .:.:no«: -...;t·..:.t -r,:ill hc.:::r; s::; ·t··1.t 2.s lon::: as 
we ~1c.r~ food., -.:0 ca.'1 ;et al:~ns for sor:o t iE1G. I think that :rou 
had better' go bUJ 2....lD tl·.0::- 3&c:~ of i·ice, r:;::.t n.ovJ." It seer.ied 
pre:Joste~:o1J.s to i;;.o, bv:t s0.::; .. 0L.m1 his ~eriou.3 fu.c::: ~-;:.s.d·, :.1€ saJ ".'ill 
ribht. "- T too:-\: t~1e truGk out of the barn c.nd i:Jent to l_!·r2.llK ~'.r.ieye
da' s gns station end 0 rocery down the roc::.d. Ee wc.s rec~d.ing the 
Sundc.y :pcper 2.!ld his r<..,_6.io nc.s turned off. I tolG. :C ... im c:;_'.Jout the 

. bo111bing ot :t-·e.:.:.:rl rk.roor. \·;e did not tulk rmch. I ::..slced for the 
· snck of rice, anO. di6.n' t bu.y anything elsv, so full w..::.s .my nind 

-:-ri. t.... +.iJrrnoi.l. Eow :"'igt.t v.:o..s my f::ither' s Ins.ti.act from his pcas-
G.nt boyhood for tha priGc::..ry con.siC..:r~-f:-i0P f'or food in a crisis 
vms brought out 6 hours later wD.en the ,,Trc:,ding wi tL the 3nemy 
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Act" was proclaimed, pr')hibitlng 
aliens. Ee was right. There was 
sack of rice. 

''N Vt BORROWED Tl Mt 

22 
all transactions with enemy 

a funuaulfal ta..L security in a 

I
n et me SE..Y that the Situation i:l. my family ~:ms l_)8C1.lliar in 

I that I, the nisei member vrns techni co.lly cle.s3ifieC:. G.s m 
' . l ·1 ene:rrq e.li en in that I hr•d been bor~1 i.:i J Cl.pan, 21 though l hu.d 
beer1 raised in tl:i.is cou.;itry. Tu.medic.tely c.fter tnc liar stc.rted, 
tb.e "birth certificcte as c proof of .Americo.n ci ti zensi1ip ]1ai to 
be cc:.~~ri cd c.bout by th(3 :ii sci cs a :v~~ss to the most common ncti-
vi ty: getting. a ride on c buc, "Here'~:; my birth c0rtific2:te; r•m. 
a citizen", buying gasoline: "Here's my birth certificate: I'm a 
citizen;" casl~ing a chec~c:. "Eere ';:;. my birth certificate; ~. I 're. a 
ci t:hzen." I, of course, did not possess this n~.agic paper, so that 
the best -':jh2.t I coulC. do v:as wall~ instead of dri ye, and not buy 
aaytl-iing. 

That evening our nisei. Christian ?ello'uship Ts Sunday night 
r1eeti;:ig vras helC. :::s · usl:.s.l in the Sc:lvatio:i 1:.r!Jl.y ~1:.211.. He all sat 
close together t~1&t r1ight. ar felt so f·u..n~1y--th& people on tl1e 
s~rG0t staTGd e.t m& sc tbis £.fternoon. n said a girl. 

- "Gos:1, I sure hc.te to go to scb.ool tor:,or:.L'ow" sc.>.id a high school 
boy • 

. "! VJO!ldc:r y;hc.t 's goL'..g to hep'._)en to us'?" 
w~J-e •iiO:..."' G eo sc;:...:r:·sd--bu t tb.s to~rs lc.ug::1od 2.t us 1.;lun rm lool:od 

so sc~red. '~ 
So the con.vcrsc.tion v:ont. I felt rc.ther :piq_ued thr.t t!wse 

nisoi who wero ci tizGn.s should in c.ny w2y :fc0l r.:.sb.e1:.od of th0m-
sclvos now thc.t the wur had. stnrtud. I pointed out to the boys 
C?nd . girls t};.t~c:red about the: circle thr.t they h--.d notl:ing to be 
o.shr:.med e_bout in · their being J 2.prm0so. T.r.:.o futurG, of cournc, . 
·;res 1mprodicte:-.:1 .-3, but no one cvr:n'"' :.~new the future rmy •:vr:y. We 
knew, hm;evcr, thc.t sorJ.ehm'l ;~c.;,:s \IeI'e o::;_:;E..!10d no :mc-.ttcr i:.:.rh<.::t we· 
lo st, C-'1.d thnt -rm could c.hrc_ys li vo on; t .c1c. t wnr c~--...ungus ... 1ot~;.ing, 
thc.t right still rcrn8.ins rig>.t, only moro so; thc.t wrong still 
rcm2.in.s wrong, only more: so; t Jvit our true friends r0mC:.:.:in friends 
no mc.tto1"' vit.C'-t hc.pp0n.s; t.tnt tr.o only w2.y in which we could ko0p 
on trG2ting others ond being trectcd is t~at we cct sincerely. I 
believed those things then. I still believe them nmJ. Still I 
know hov1 those youngsters felt, hm-.r fL.11 of t::.·epidations they 



were t',s t~ey faced .a ·new world . ai:; s.;!hool on Iviondc.y , ar.d somebow; 
I was c;la<i that· I Vias .iWt iil tl:1e.Lr shoes,. though I had spor::t.:;n to 
ther:.. in such breve fcsi~ ion . 

I:miiediately on the nil;:nt of the 7th , a new .. ;"'mrd came 'i ito our 
i_;rorld : :.F'BI. Qr, Lond2y norninz v1e· he2.rd tn'.lt durins the nigb.t , 
t1 ... e ::::3: r;.;.en. rv_;'d..- a:...·restod tl:e fo1".:.T1er prE.sid.Jnt of tLe J-.:panes0 
Ass0ci~ticri F.T.d ttc trersurer . It -r1::.:s VIhispered hoi:: tlie .sen ':~i th 
gu!1s ~:~:C~ Cvr::J 
$;;. y ::i_ --;.m rC.. to 
c~_otts'.3 . T'.r.:::.t 
:;.?,s:._..r C~.:.r .. ·.:; -::o 
sn1.:.yed . in the 

Lt n~.ct": to ta!ce t:hern e::JE~T , ~:ct 2.2.lo'.rin.g- the::· .. to 
t}~e f'G..nily., -c:2.tci.1ing them vVU!l WhiL~ t}·Ley Ci:.2.r:.god 
·thr; tTJO should. be ~rrestecl vms wei_rd end tEI':'ible . 
tl~3 · :!:Dt:sc Ji.' c vcr:r :',_'.If.~.ly l!: -.:ti ch t:-:8 fc.th'.:H' ho.d 

JG.m.:.:J1ese Associc:tic,r: . :..rhe ~-:-ors·t "Ching 1-;is t!:e.t 

:~ . .'e:l._t e:.s V'.1.l.:.10rable · ::::.s the I.1ext -r:a1 . 
~.-s.ee lezders . 

l::..10tl ... e.:· t~4i::f.:.. that was st ... ::i.. i<i1i{:: -:-~J t.1.C ~"-ls w.:--J..:.; :..·f~.r s :arteJ ·11a~ t~ 
E'.1j_rl 0r~ 2.;,ruE•r:1n.ee 01· the w0rd :rJa_ps;r . t-ov: t:l1r::t th.'°' war .he.s be.e ~ 
gci:.[ o.:i f'"';r .::.e:::.rl:/ c.: ~rse.::'.' :::1~i. hc:tlf , tr!.e ··ic.:rd HJ3.fB" is 30 f~;il.
i<:..L t.!.·s.t i-': · ri:.e~B 1ic ·chir.Lg i::i 1__, v.1·'~i~<l<:,r, tr\.A.t pri~~.:.· to -che ;";:.:_"':' , 
tl"e test jot:.:.rn-5J s d5.d. net ·Ise t;!--._e • •. ~c:-1 U.J~i.-:;", c:A..ssj i'ytng it L1 
t::.e 0e:....ns .;s.tegor.f as :i~·:o_:;,n , :':.r.;.d. u::.}:::~'.)u, .D.ct ·~sr::.d i..:1 tLs b0:::: ac--
ciet~· . :fow over the rau:o a.nd. L1 t-],.:; n.e~:spape:cs , "Ja;_isu a5 the 
cn2.y -:. ;er;-~ cs2u. Scmehc;: it sc-9.-:ned as Lt < :.:esk 01.' ~God :m.911ners 
11.e.·i ~di~,:;ppo(i 

~Y:. t cl:ed an.ci 
froiI! the: f~c0 c·f ~~e:ric2 . TDge-'.jlier ;.-1th .the ~1i2~
tensed s:;)eech of the -.:'3.G lo comme.:-~ta-to:r·s, the: e:f'fec"G 

;:~.:>l.l ~~_ ... -~c0 cf n·::rr2Ll l~fe c..gc.l_:w.:. . 
1·ms 11ou.J.iieci. to ull·J-;J us -co :::i..Ul 

TL.c T-l.~c c.~:l£ ~·:i \..ll 
our business , a! ~ 

i·evp8n. ~J.1:.8 ,s:;:2.::..~ IJGof:.:..G , li-.Y:.0vt:L' , 1..e1·e t...·.;n.ornlly c.:L.».b..i ~6 f:\.~-: 
0'2 cc· ,.....C~tC'. . . -:.:e b~~;.-:· .. .r1 L -}lllil c>u.r s]ri.c.,s )l::....n-:i~1.:J , 1,;·~c: Ov~:.<::.n t ~ 
21~_-...;_~ :'s:;::t.::..l.:..Li0rs fol! vl ... i:' r::.:~1·.:::.c c.;'-.. .i--, fol. .. sc ... :JC.:J.£ -~~l...il n.o~ ~;-;2.i t. 
Vic l:e~ped -Hi. t~~ -che vmr:-c on th.e farDs from _v'v:l:ic~:. fe:thers ~J.a been 
i~-'- t.T'L :...:c: . 3 L L : c oc ·tte v 12~"ld is _a_ source o ~~ streneth in tir,:;.es of 
. - -l 1J0 ,,.. __ ,-,112_'1 n_nt .. ,.._,(Jn_, ... e ·i_"v8 0-<>.1.. lJ..:.c>J.e on the i'2.r1:~ ~·fhich 1~1C8Clt:~ ~._-..,~. .. . .. - --- .., \.o v - v_. • 

wculd be di ff crent bec!?use of the We,r • .. T9 plow, to .:.Jlant set'l"J ~ 
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to weed--we felt as if they werb an_.. inexorable process of life 
which we c.ould not ch2.nge. As we wor~ed in .. ·our fields, a man: 
came iri and talked t 'o us. "I hear that: the government is goi.ng 
to take all you ·Jap·s away from here nnd send you to the sugar· 
beet country. Yes, sir, that vs what I h·~o.rd at the Rail." 

"Oh Yeah?", I said, aI1d -w<?uld pay no aGtention to him. Beer 
parlor talk. 

Then one day an item appeared in ou.r local paper about the 
Fnrm Security Administration o.rrcnging · t~:~ent a large ·Office 
spP.ce in our tovm. Our vallay was n rich vnlley ~ c.i.nd the~e was 
iittla need for lnr~~ scale efforts of the FSii for the fa~mers 
here~ I thought it str2-n$e, und'· I rrnked the m.:.neging· editor . o f 
the loca.l pap~r, who was my friend·, why the government c:..gency_ was · 
setting \lP such n large office here. His unsvre.r was evc.tsive ,. and: 
he ·quickly ch:mge d the sub je c.t. A suspicion . crossed my' ·mind, 
ths.t it might meQ.Il· somethin'g··:. I said nothing about . it to _ my, I?O-
rent st bµt the thing kept vrorrying me •in the Lbuc-k of thEf ney~d: .: _·' 

Tha next evant .in the consciousness of the_, hectic ' ·day? _9-.f tt~
spring of 194l was the ser.ie?: of .the Toran C.omrnittee ·heo.r1ri,gs ?-t· 
Los A..11ge1e·s·, .Sun. Fro.ncisco, ·end Seattle~ This v·:~:r!? another 'st.ri;w 
in the win"ci, end. the wind vms decidely ' st.ranger. We - h~d .11.enrd 
that the Tolan Committee wa.$ . going to · cond~-c,t . hearings on the 
q_ue-stions of whether or not t.o. e.vcc-uEi:te the ~ !~pallesa aliens from 
the Pc.cif"ic Const, and \ve . hoped . thut . we cou~ci have . a chance to_._. 

. . - -·. \ . 
express our wish to strx~,r ciJ1d to ndd to the ~_g;r~~ulturd produc-
tion of ·this nr-e.a. Howaver, when the nis~1. who (r2d bona to the 
hearings Clliilc b.J.ck~ they hDd a ·differen.~ . story antirely. •t1.f[e 
went with the id3.:: th '·:t ._v:e might .. fight to prevent the -. evacuation . 
of the old folks, n tb::y : sc.iCi,. '~put the questioi: se~ms to be not 
whath0r or not the .:LJ.iens should be moved• -It's the quest ion of 
whe.tt..:.:r or not :;.11 Jo.pecriesa, c:lieas nnd ci tizeris ::ilike should be 
moved!" I had ~ funny fE:eling in tha pit of ~ha stornn.ch .. 

P RU C LAM I\ T t 0 N ·. N 0~ ) •, 

Uhen th~ . ne.wspap8rs bugan to publicize th0sa he Qrings, how-
ever» iii..:;., d01+bt:3d cgnin. The fClcts presented smo.ck3d so much 
of th0 · ·old GL.ti-Jap::n3sa propag8.ndn: th0 low 1-i ving stand-

:.::rds, the spies, the saboteurs~ the strategic-lying farms naur 
circre:.ft plwts, necr nb.vnl bnscs, c-md nll th-3 old hoctun which we 
lmaw w0r0 fc.ilso . or mclc.iii11gl0ss, that w0 thought it c.nother publi-
city st1mt ~ · · Why .should o1n:vone ~-·rnnt to mcv3 us out of here? ~o 

~ '. I : 

' 

; 
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were producing far more than anyone else--we knew the land--we 
knew tl:e 'crops--i t would be foolish for the country--and who 
could take ove r? Where would they build houses to put us? What 
of our equipment and crops? They vmuldn t t confiscate it, would 
they? )-11 these questions added up to the "impossible". "Why 
didn't those city papers lay off the cheap sensationalism?" I 
thought contC1.mptuously. Looking back now I realize how superfi-
cial had been my attitude toward the .Americans in gener2l, c..nd 
conversely hO\i essentially superficial the attitude of the .Am-
e,ricans is toward the Japa,nese also. 

Essentially my viewpoint was that of the- rural or smell tov.in 
nis1::d all ot whose Am.ericun friends spoke to him by first name, 
whose houses were open to him, whose p~rents knew him, e.nd·mnong 
1.ifn.om tl:ere wc:.s no fenr. Do .those ;_rnericnns whc·m hci kr.:.e-P-1 so in-
timately want him evacu8.ted aw:i.y fro1n tl1is VQlley into the hin-
terlo.nds of the Id~ho beet fields? No, not one. Tberefore the 

.people ~;ho '=Jverc- clru1:orLJ.g for his romov-al were fcolisl: end i~"l:or
nnt people to whom one need not pay uny c.ttention. · -~ilrn.t I knew, 
but did not re:-.illy underst r~nd in my hanrt, W'1S the ta.ct trl,.:::t tor 
.ei:J.ch .h.m.eric2n whc knew tha nisei wel.l, the::ce were 10,000 wna knew 
hirr. only c.s £. member of an 0rient ~,l rQce rt.no lived i1i dil:-:piduted 
house3, ro..ised ve get::-.bles a.t a foo.rsor~a r ,.:.te , or \:..no scld fruit 
ruia vagetnolas, or v~10 lived in tha mar~ squ~lid sections of tha 
town o.nd citieB ~nd errg~ged in u.n.YJiown. ~ctiviti0 s nnd customs. 

Thsn there we.s thtJ iu.ili tary ;ni:id tc ii<l1om war was the suprema 
activity of mankind, while to most of -us, vmr is catastrophy to 
be avoided ar:.d fought--the military mind to whom a vegetable 
ranch· next to an aircraft factory was a supreme opportunity for 
sabotage--while to most of us an aircraft. factory next to our 
farms is a 
Then there 

LOisy annoy~Lce rrnd ar~ encroochment on our acreage. 
were the thousands more of ;.Jnericans who had never 

even seen any Japanese, snd whosa only source of information or 
opinion were the radio or ths news~nper, both eager to be the 
"fustest with the mostestH, If it is true that it is knovvledge 
that brings strength, o.nd tr.at it is the UY.!.kno~1v1: th.nt brings fe~r,. 
it is not surprising thc.t tl1ere 'l.. ifns hysteria in those insecure 
days • 

. The period of doubtful ru.11or endeC. sharply however, whe:i in 
March, President Rooseve lt by c proclamation g8.ve to Gener&l De-
Witt the pnwer to r e move sll pe rsons, non-citizens and citizens 
alike as he saw flt from his area of Hestern D3fense Command. 
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Few dti.ys l a t e r n m:-.p C <. • .me --OU.t in th;3 n ewsp s.pe r showing the G.rens -
tO be · e v o.cuc:i.te d. ;.i1 the heo..vy ce nters of · popul2tions v:ere . in- ~ 
elude d; ·We w0r e incl:ided in the r e c.11 right. ~:o~.; ·-..·;tic,t? Work 
hetd been st r.rted. But it w::is · r e<llly officicl this ·time. 

Even with the offiei :::.l · procl s.m:..1tion, :h owever, ··we ,:still .- elung; 
to t he threGd e;f hope th:.1t no dt3 fiL.i t e pericd h c:d been s e t. ·Per:.:: 
h~ps we could st 2.y till July :..:nd ·h urve st the crop -th2.t we k ld «11- ·-
r8J.dy · st .:rte d 2.t · l e'!.st. · fo April the: count~r agent o.slce d me to .. : ' ! 

rrcte o. surve y of the .Tc.p ~ine se · ' ~L.:.r1ns in our vicinity. ·The purp~se 
Of the surve ~T ' he told me ) wa s twofold: First to ·know· -tl:e ·ex-
tent Of J c.p ;.."'..D.8 S e ir.:.V8stment ::.rid :::..cre o.ge , clild S 8 C01ld,° t o c::..id·"the 
new tsnc.nts in f arming t he 16nd in the crops ·plnntea·:· The f?.l.ll'Vey . 
took iri ·the crops, the '.lcre'1ge plwted or int ende d to · be· pl;.l.nted, 
tbe f e-rtilize rs usad, the equipment o~ : h e.Ed, mid suggestions · to 
be use d bY- the pe ople t <:king over. ·r vms told to ::.issure the fnr~ 

ft.::it t ·hG , gove rnme nt would - S88 to it thnt they r e ce ive·d Cl 

r e turn for o.ny l abor e xpended e n the crops, though just how 
he couI4 '. not s u.y. So I went from f e.rm to farm. 

I f~~t · n pc~n iP- my lle~rt ns the . f~rmers c2re fully liste d ·thep 
pee: poles. ·o:n h nnd, the sacks of f e rtilizer, the huy fo:r the horse, 
the cUl t1v:::to;r tha t the y must s e ll or l es.ve be hind. Tl1e r e w3.s a 
gulf, I k.de·, .. 1, ·'be·h.:aen the two viewpoints: th3 e v cccuee Vs primarily 
wnnhng to .k;now whnt will be~ome of my crops, whnt will be come of 
my :p0G -~ -"p9les · niid ~ilY borsa?-, while the· vievv1)Qi~r1:t · of the ~1Ileric~s 
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were primarily: "Given these equipment and crops, how can we 
continue the process of growing these crops with these people 
gone? 0 The Japanese had led a highly specialized life in the 
valley, so that almost all the shipping vr,ge t 8.bl0 s were produced 
by the Japanese, and the dairym'3n a.11d the berrygro~::e.rs ~nong the 
white farm~irs had no irJ.tC'rsst in enbagiIJ.g h .. gru·;;ing lettuae, 
peas, cauliflov1a r that they had no exp2ric;nc0 in groning. In the 
hysterical f ears ai·oused jn thEJ oi ties- ar:.d i:r.:. the official cir-
cles, there v:as the feo.r that the Jap:..u-ie.s (::; farmers wmld cease to 
care for thoj_r crops er t:iat th8 y Trcmld pl0·r; under tho crops. It 
was somn-:.'.;hat di2t;}1stin; to thos e -:'be hnC. so cour·uf:,eOusl·y plovred 
and plnnte d in spite of freoziric; end lo.ck uf ere di t. 

At the ti~e of tht..' survoy e:J.rly in .b:_pril, c.p:pro1.:imatGly Sojo of 
the peoplt:.: hc,d n.s yet no o.1-rt.:.D.f;}3iilt:,;nt to l:uivu their equiJ:;.:Lent nnd 
crops turned ov:;r to a r.;c~iviLg fc.rr;1er. l,~ow th0 F c.rr:1 Security 
b.d.ministrc~tion swung i1:to o..ction, c:.nd \:e v;aru G.SJ.):0d to ragistor 
our ncrenge mid our crops o.nd 0ur equipment vecluas v'lith the of-
fice. Tc the office v1ould como. whi t0 fc..1·.m.ors and Filipino fc..r-
mars to louk ovGr the fc..rms. Tn.::.. :r?S~ v10uld act us Ll..1. L.itarm0di-
n.ry in arrarigiI~g fu.ir :prices. If th0 cradit il.:.vsstig::.tion of 
the prospvctiva buy-::;1' 1r;c::,s sc.tis:Cc...ctor}, [lll --11..,:plicc..tior;. fer a FSA 
lonn would be Sd.1.t to Sc.in 1!.,TCl1Cisc0 fer a1'pr0vol, <..md the 
buyer would be :::ible ·t,o pay for the tf:,rm Uild its equipu-=.nt. Of 
course not ull thb fu.rrn.0rs r .. :\da such r...rr:.ir1gcm.:::r:.t s. Ec.ny ov.ned 
their own f~rms. They le c.se d to others. Othors iw.clo private 
denls with neighbors to tnke over. The mc.~ority of tha co.ses 
were tenu.I.Lt fnrmers, llO\'v"0Vvr, so th<:.:t faw ... y cutrif)1t so.les 11;e~e 
me.de t:h.rougll the FSA. Thcra VJvro tr:.gic cei.s0s of pecpl0 .~;ho were 
buying their l~ .• nd t~.i.rou€)1 th0 }}'0 d0rc.l L::m.d Bt:.J.l.k of Spok8.Ile v;ho 
vrere forced tu l ·os0 ti.icir lc.1:i.d t~~..rcu€)' ... forf0iturc b---cc.use they 
could no-c muk0 <:.:.rr'-utgera6nts to finish tl1..e pnym0nts. 

Soon ::.ft0r th0 GJvlling of the F3il. cfficvs t1n-ct:.gl:.out tho vc.1-
ley, th0 ord~rs CQilfo tlmt the peoyle in the nortl...ern part of the 
King Count:; v".!l.,r0 to 0v:......cw:.,t·0 to PiJ::odnl-.: in Co.lifc:rr...ic. '.;i thin two 
w..;e:ks. Si; ill l11u11y he.Ci not iTLt..d0 o.rrcL.gvr110uts. Ecs tr.1.e 1 .. o..jori ty 
of the pe·oph~ v:ho evacuated i'irst in th0 County disposed 0f their 
uffnirs is still u. mystery to :'ild, but the r3 1lmre u f evI c:.b2 .. 11donod 
pluca s. I know e;f n f0i. .. e::;rce11hous0 s nhundona d, and in which there 
n.ro weo ds grmving. 

Now trH s ,.., lli:r:,::- of p 3rscnc.l housv11old gocds beg:::.n in es.rnest. 
"Refrigal'P---tor for -~ s..:.i.la u--"Di.ni:a.:;: -R.oo'n ~urrri tu+E~ ~or sale "--s·igns 
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' . n.ppec.r0d in the ~indows, _ads appeared in the newspapers. Mother 

sold some c.f the _furniture through the farmer's Auction Pavillion. 
"Have you sold yo-µr furni tu!e yet?" was a common greet~ng. Cars 
bagan to appear in the streets vvi. th "Evncuo.t ing--car ·:for sale tt · 

11Good tires" painted on their winc;l shields. Naturally in a lim-
i t3 d mo.rket vri th so much for so.le at once, many things were sold 
cheaply. Furniture for $5.00, refrigerator for $40.00. ware ru-
mored. "Don t t sell at c.. loss," the government pleaded. 

THE EXODUS 
1-.. ,he .._, _.) 

metr.opoli tilll Jap8.D.ese were being evo.cu.o.ted earlier than 
rural J2pun3se. T1~e people in Seattle were .!Jeing moved 
Puyallup o.s all this was going on. They would pass about. 

ten in the ~orning _ in front of our house, rumbling lines of huge 
chartered buses loo.ded black with pe up le, o.nd waving as they pass- · 
ed our house. Sonetim~? I would be working, but I would not wont 
to look up. I v-1wi.ted to hide from them--perho.ps because while 
they were being sent mmy, I wo.s yet free, or perhnps becu.use I 
wc.I1ted to flee from the thoug...11.t of being sent awo.y like them. 
:t:on.ths later I vms to understand the inst:int feeling of cornra.d-
ship th24t one ev<=i.cuee feels for o.nbther. Going from Pinedale to 
tlie Tule Like Relocc.tion Center, our tro.in po.ssed by the Tur-
lock Reception Conter. Th8 children poured from their barracks 
to wn.ve at us, Q.nd all of us on the train vmved buck fr:mticclly. 

As soon QS the Puy3llup Center W:J.S occu~ied, the people from 
the surrounding vclle y went to see tham. There ccu11e be.ck rumors 
of hc.ggnrd f nces--of lQck of food--exaggernted, no doubt--but 
hearing t:t;i0s0 stories we would send food to Puyallup-8.lld prapetr- . 
ing for our own evncuC1tion Wd bou,;ht concentrc.tes such as powder-:-
ed milk, raisins, che 0st>, vit c1nin pills, bouillon cub;;~, choco-

I\ the 
U to 

l
r.t •"' s--:J.11 in o.nticipation of st'.lrvn.tion--o.nd o.11 of :1.ilnch w0re' u. "' . ur~ t k · d 

S f~r ~s wa were concor:i.e d. absolute ly w'Ulecessary. ,.no. in a '""'" u. r • . • tb b "t? 
uf clothing Shnll we to.kG?11 , Wtwt kind of l.ugg'.';g" is _ .e es · 
They say yuu cnn•t t'.Jka knive s or fleshlights. how mucn cnn you 
g~t into the · duffle begs? ;Jl thase quastions kept the wcmen 

fo~-s busy <:illd jumping. ~ -. f..,_ ··rnoon W'-' SP;,IJ Pn ::'.:lrmir trn.ck go b"'<T tr_c hOUSO an.La. stop u (18 a I.JV '-' ' • Ct . • ' .. , - • 

t ". novr
3
r line pole. \/0 ren out to s8e. ThGra it wes: Procl.a-o.. u. l:' ·a· · K. coun metic~ tc ell pGrSOilS of Japene se encestry rcs1 1ng 1Il 1ng _ -

ty north from tha Pic:rce county linP--:lild so on-~d ~n~ii::g: 
c;anoral John L· D:;Wi tt, ·;1estern l}Jfanse> Cmmrw.nd, thv Pr.,s1d10, 


