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the more difficult post-warperind; by going out they can best
serve this, their country, for they know - thot they are not help-

~ ing to win the war by staying in the reioca%ign center.

Those in the various camps do not think themselves to . be pau-

_pered or coddled. They do not have any choice.in what they want
to eat. They do not have the privecy they were, accustomed to
pack home. But, with all the inconveniences, dissatisfaction,
and grucblings there are many who are afraid to: venture beyond
the security of the wire fence.

' y "Fear on the part of the evacuees 1is another factor
whieh has discouraged their venturing away from reloca -
tion- centers . to work on our, farms--fear of reprisals
against eall Japanese. in this country, not sheltered in
protective government custody, i? the war in the Praci-
fic should ,produce conclusive evidence of widespread
brutelity to American prisoners by Japansse war lords;
or if major bombings,of our Pacific coast cities should
occur with shogiking loss of Mmerican life and property...

'gntsl confusion is anothser factor. Ccafine 10,
000 to 20,000 people in any congested erea; let them
live in this unsettled condition with & Iot of Tizd on
their hands--time for idie talk, time for. nursing grei-
vances--treat them with a suspicion that breeds suspi~
cion in roturn, cnd you are boung to spavm false ruuors
and intrigues  that ave not counducive to full cooperea~
_tion...That's human naturg."l

OCCUPATIONAL -~ RELOCATION

lar Relocation Authority's first soar hasbeen that of adminis-
Vﬁltrative aches and difficulties. 7The first year is always the

hardest. Charged with the responsibilities-ofxe—establishingg
115,000 Jepanese evacuees from tlhe niiitary zone, the new govern-
ment agency was concerned,during the first cuarter yesar of its
existence, primerily in providing places where the evacuees aigh.t
live and work in relative seclusion pending development of order-

—t

1. Excerpt £from an sppeal fer cooperation in obtaining eve
cuee labor of Japanese ancestry from the Central Utsh relocation
project +to help rélieve the shortage of help on Utah ferms made
on Feb. 26, 1843 by Governor Herbert B. Maw.
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ly plans for their relocation intc normal stream of Zmerican 1ife.

Its original program of resettling of evacuees did not rain
momentum from Tule Lake Relocation Center until early this yecam
Yet, the bulk of the resettlers has becen younger evacuees of
Group B as indicated in the age-group chart of the Project popu-

lation below.

L GROUPS OF THE EVACUEES IN THE TULE LAKE PROJECT

(Based upon the population total of approximately 15,000)

A. 35% of populatiof..c.eee.rseereessss under 18 years of age
B. 28% 0f DPOPUlAtiONeseceereeeasvesesas.bDetween 18 to 30 years
of age.
2. - 1/2 of this gr-
oun are women.
C., 37% of populationeeseeessssicessessa OVSr 30 years of age
4y a. composed mostly
of issei
b. 1/2 of this group
is over 56 years old.

A quick glance of the chart would show that Group B couprises
less than a third of the total population. Various factors con-
tribute to why the resettlement program has been slow to affect
the general Tule Lake Project population. Tc present & few:
o Yiost of the employment offered are for single per-
sons who are inclined to be more adventurous than family
men. Fomily men cannot supnort their families on wages
offered to a single person. Single persons or married
coupies have a certain freedom of movement snd are not
hampered by the high cost of living as femilies are.

o A third of the Projecct population is those
who -ere under 18 years of age. Because of their youth,
their plens for relocation are frowncd upon by their
parents. This Gisapproval may apply also to & good num-
ber of single girls zbove 18.

® A strong feeling exists among = large number of eve-
cuees cof a hope tc return to their former homes on the
Pacific coast. '

® Types of employment offered are not suitable for




Jepanese evacuees. There exists a notion in the commu-
nities outside that the _evacuses are only adeptable to
gardening and domestic works. Projectts population in-
cludes a considerable number of people triined as sten-
ographers, mechanics, shop and mill workers, laboratory
technicians, nurses, accountants, and many others with
equally developed skills.
'Y Some have been embittered and disiliusioned by the
unfair treatment of being evacuated from their hones.
Tear. Tpoe fear of publiic reaction 10O vnfavorable
the publicized,high cost of living; fear of
and other aspects that must be consi-=
meke the camp appear

war News;
racial antagonisn;
dared when 1iving in  the outside
more attractive. -
’ ® To many of the evacuees, especially the older issei
“*Eyyulation, the Projeet has become their "home". T H~§;:
would rather stay in the Project with their families and
friends instéad of venturing out into mew and s trange
commnites which may be hostile, and face an uncertain
future. They prefer to remain in camps whera they are
sure of getting three meals a day and a place to sleep
as wards .of the governmeunt. g :
. The "..R.A., according to its policy of encouraging tie reset-
B ticment of the evacuees, 18 continually simplifyirg the proeedures
P for relocaticn. TO a great degree, the nped tape" of walting for
P the approval of the leave clearance and of the indefinite lsave
P has bean 4done avay. Wwhat tocok months to accomplish can now be
P exccuted in  a matter of days, and the applicant for a job sub-
P itted through the '7.R.A. Relocation fisld of.ice can leave
#.pr the new Job es soon &s he accepts the job zad receives his
travel permit. "

To assist prospsctive resettlers, the WRA his established re-
Jocetion field offices in various perts of the United Stotss.
The function of the field office of the WRa is to cxplors the ein-
ployment possibilities, %0 ~ssist- the loecl civilian ageneies,
Eomnittees on resettlement, and to forward job oifers dircctly to
ghe Project Directors in the campse \

Recently it has become possible for evacuees with limited funds
to zccept jobs they may have turned down if it wes not for the
new WRA policy of providing finances for the +rensportation end
%he initinl living expenses. Tho finoneisl eassistance is ren-
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dered by the WRA in the form of cash grants made beforc the time

an evacuse leaves the Project.

To further assist the resecttlers the WRA will ald in their
housing wroblems. The National Housing ageney has established
War Housing Centers whers new arrivals are given information on
the avaslable living quarbers.

If the resettler should be faced with a problem much too big
for him to cope with, the facilities of relief and of the
welfare agencies are open to him and finawial assistance may
be obtained. And so, in -PHis manner, th: WRA is doing more
than just encourszing resettlemont by szeing . to it that the eva-
cuee is given a fair chance to adapt himself in his new envirem-
mante

Cooperating with the WRA amd facilitating the rosettlement
Program are various organizations--The Committee on Resettlement
of Japaness, the JACL, the Erethrsrn and tre Friende Hostels, the
American Civil Liberities Union, the Churches, the Fellowship of
Reconciliation, the Americzn Frierds Servics Cormittee, the Y.,
C.h., Y.N.C.A., stc. These organizstions are werking for +the
evacuees by raising funds, sccuring employment, prcviﬁihg loans,
offering legal " advices and zid, and by educatirg the jublic as
well as the evacuees themselves., a

The sugar best workers have played a conspicuous part in the
resettlement program. Althcugh they did not g0 out for psrmanent
relocation, the beet workers have provemn to the American commmi-
tles witk which thsy cams in contact thatsall the Japansse in the
United States do not deserve the suspicion and distrust that vere
attributed to them. -

The livding ccnditions and the wages of the agricultrual wor-
kers have improved in most cases since the - initial recruiting.
A sugar company was "faking a wiss step by inviting representa-
tives...t0 make a tour of the intermountain region. In this man-
ner the terms and conditions under which workers will ecme can be
explained by the leaders when-they return. Thus there will be
less disputes about the so-called misreprosentations as to living
conditions and so forth."

On the whole, the resettlers are being well received. By the
initiative and actions of the evacuees themselves, sgsentiments
have been improved jin communities where they were at first not
well received.

®Of course there are chislers, leeeches and blocdsuc—
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may, be forced to apositior of economic and culfursl in-
feriority, and no policy could more seriously threaten
the long-term future of the Japanese group in this coun-
try.

4. +..the morale of the entire Japanese~American
group will be enhanced. And older evacuse, in a let-
ter...described some of the hardshins of his Present
life aad concludss that the really Jressing problem is
education of the young people.

A very large number of studeats have indicated their desires
of c¢oatinuing their education ia spite of the disruption in their
Iives brought sebout by the evacustion. kost of the nisei stu~
dents are eble to pay only a part of tae Pfinsnciel castas of the
eoliege. There are iwo reasods for the financial &ifiieculties:
1. Families have suffered the loss of business and incoms through
evacaation. 2. The overwholuming malority of studonis have et-
tended Stete Colleges or Junior Colieges in sest Coagt States
where their fatlhers' taxes covercd the costs of tuitien. There
is tiie necessity of paying out-of-state fescs.

Organizations Alding Studeat Heloeamtion

A nisei who wishes to go to a college and lacics the funds nes=d
not be perturbed for there are various organizations and friends
willing to render them financial eid. The Fetioral Jtudent Relo~
cation Ccuncil in e form letter taz the “Japancse’ students an-
couragingly writes.

"le'll bs glad to heve you write ug there {the new
office in Fhiladelphia} end bring us up to date on your
plans and yproblems eand fiasnces. Insufficient funds
saould not discoursge you. Ho wetter how little, or how
mich money you have, Wwe need exact and un-to-date in-
formation to work on."

The schools themselves encourazse studeats by offering scholer-
ships, remission of fees, end work opportunities although they
suggest that one should have enough funds for at least a year and
not depend entirely upon scholarships and wori.

In the Tule Lake Project itself there are several groups aid-
ing student relocation. 7he Student Christian Associationwho-
se membership is open to anyone interested in higher education is
rmakire contaets with the SCA s in the many collezes, and notify
ing the c¢oliege to which a nisei student is relocating from the
preject gnd asking the SCA in invite him, or her, into tueir as-
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sociation. It is extremely gratifying to a new student in a
strange college, 1in a new enviromment surrounded by strangers,
to be cordially invited by them to join their activities.

Togsther with the Churcn Seminar group, the SCA has been Sgon_
soring a series of forums on the problems pertaining to the Jap-

anese in the United States in order to acquaint future resettlers
with the problems they may face in their new envirommente.

Sponsored by the Union Church is the Tule Lake Relocation Lo2n
Fund vhich is opem to anyone for student or occupational reloca-
tion. The Fellowship ef Reconciliation Travel Loan Fund offers
loans for paying the travel expenses for the student and employ-
ment resettlement.

Then, there are denominational scholurships and loans, the
World Student Service Fund, and the friends, both personal and
strongers, must not be forgotten.

These are but a few of the orgenizations enabling deserving
pisei studdnts to relocate and to further their education in the
preperation for the period after this great, destructive war.

Students accepted by a college or who have some
other relocation opportunity:

¢
E
!

Known to bave arrived and thus definitely relocated..831
Have recently received their leaves and travel

permits snd may or may not have ATTiVeAeseceasssssnes189
In the works in Washington and in Philadelphiae......134
Temporarily postponed (because we have lost con-

tact with them, because their parents object 1o

heir going Dbecause the community has turned

sour or the college has changed its mind, or be-

cause the college has not been cleared for stu-
damxwhmmnm“.u.“.“.g.“.u.n.“.u.“.n."Lm

Total of above T
- Students waiting fer placement............,,....,.‘.1545

Total number of students who heve applied toO date...2814

¥rom the National Jepanese ‘merican Student Relocation
Council as of spril 15, 1943.

e e e e o
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There, are people who are friends of the Japanese in this coun-
try and 4o care for them. It is wup to the evacuess 10 relocate
themselvescand to prove to them, their friends, and tc those who
do not know the Japanese, that they of Japanese ancestry are hu-
man gnd nct the ruthless beasts that propsganda depicts them to
be---that they can become an integral part of the American soeial
pattern.

a relocated nisei girl writes that she 1s "leading the lifc of
an ordinary American citizen and would recommend to0 anvons with
irtention of leeving tc dc so without hesitsticn."
student at Baker University in Xemsas writing to his friends

A
8ays:

v...and fellas, I'm gotiing to lmow what Caristian fel-
lowship really can be 1l1ike. People really treat me
nice and therc hasn't been one bit of offensive action
toward me."
From a Caucasian studentt's viewpoint concerpipg the miselrstu~
dent:
"I'm happy t0 say that apparcntly thes Japansse stu-
Gents hav2 becoma a roecal integral part of the student
body. Several have Dbeen eiected to campus offices and
have achieved high scholasiic records. They are res-
pecied and liked by tise gajority of other studenis.®
One can gquote letters and reports from the relecaved, telling
of the womdurful treatment they are gsiting, but cf course it
would be illogical to jump t¢ a eonclusion from just reading them
that everything is just %damdy". It is not aitogsther so. A
great deal of inconveniences and harcships have besn experienced
by nisei students in new environments somewhat foreign to them.
--William Osuga




tants, about 17 miles from "Windy City". Trains from Chicago,
jor on their way to Chiecagc, - come zooming. through . this town

{ﬁ\es Plazines, Illinois, is a small town of some §,000- inhabi-
Ui)like'stratosphera bullets, lezving in their weke, nNeEwspapers

flying in the air, ond a eloud of duste. ¥

Most of ko “inmkotlitiats of Tos Plainss have nover heard of
the Jepansss avacuation from tho Pacific Coast. Most of the in-
habitants, too, have never seen a Jepanecss American in their Tife
until some five evacuees cam® to this town toO resettle.

The five ovacuess in this town are all employees of the
Photo Service, Inc., which takes in stuff for both wonkey wWerd"®
and Sears Roebuck. Somc of them are.maintenance menj others are :
dopers and developers. iost of the evacuees here fird the inha-
bitants of Des plaines very gosiable. 1In the neighboring town of
Park Ridge, there are only two nisei, Mr. ond Mrs. Yeiji Kono,
formerly of Fresno, California, and lately of the Jerome Reloca=—
tion Center, Lenson, Arkoensass

Mr. Kono 1is employed with the Superior Type Compeny in Chi-
cago, 2 national defense jobe

The evacuees employcd in tre ™cto Zervics, TmC., Seais it iikies o
standing orders not to clique together, put to mix as much as
possible with their fellow American workers.

The people in the plant are very friendly, and evacuees are
{nvited to their homes for wvarious occasions—-—parties, dinnerse




85

After the "tremendous, stupendous™ experience of evacuation,
it's kind of a let-down to the average evacuee to come into a
town like Des Plaines, where the people are so indifferent and so
busy going about their daily business. They are more snxious to
tell you about their troubles, or experiences with rationing ,
priorities or points, than to listen to.your story of the evacua-
tion. . 1 . 3
But to the average evacuee, who has been reading the "Paci-
fic Citizen® too long, it's something of a great  pleasure to come
into a'c¢ommunity like Des Plaines to find that the people are not
hostile, ‘or ready to drive you out of town; but ate very frlendly'
end courteous.

Of course, too, thére are some people who mistake you for a
Chinese. The other day, we went into a shcemaker shop to have
our shoe repaired. Ve started to walk out of +the shop without
getting our ticket. The proprietor of +the shop called us back
and sgid, "No tickee, no washee.™

*  The next day, whenr we returned, he 1ndu_gently smiled at us
and said, "How¥s business?™ We said, "I work in the Photo Ser-
vice." He said, "Oh" with wide-eyed wmder, "I thought ycu work-
ed across the street,"--meaning in the Chinaman's ,laundry.

There have been no unpleapqnt experiences since coming here.
However, once while ‘crossing a lot with some littls boys in it,
they yelled ot us, "Chinga-Mongal! Hongal'

Peopls ‘'in the MNMid-iest have not been conditicned to the
nGreat Yellow Peril" as have the people on the lest Coast. Hencg,
once they get to know you, they trent you just as anyone else.
You éat at the same dinmer table, you go out with.them and you do
everything except sleep with them.

»

~-Joe Oyama







