
T-· HE 1.S SE I 
T.ne ·Japanese iffiLligration to the United States is · t. rece11t one 

~ompGred. to ot~.e;r r0ci2l ~:~nd nationc..l rdgi.,~tions tr• this country. 
T:'w.e oribino.l settlers st ill .mnl:e up E.:. IJc.j ori ty of the r:.dul t :JOpu-
lat ::.o_p. of Jc::.pcnese-_·unericnns.. T'heir y·mth,_ the period of cultu:c-
2.l detorn1im.tlon., V{t...·s spent :n .Japan-~. ::J.:thot"i.gh tL.·3Y :ro.ther q·ui.ck-
ly adjusted' themselves . ooonomi~ally, b<?CC....'210 useful e.nd lmv-abid-
ing mc£tbe;i..,~· of soci et~r, they did not grci:.:::tly c~1r·..:i.g&- their cul tur-

, .,,--1..t :.;~ ... ""! ~--. -.--"'\"'---• , ..... ,"": -l- ... ,_~, ·--:. ., "•,-.~-.,r·,,.-.. ':l ..:-~-,-i;- ......... 1 .. r - · t' :-• O . ...L _f.c...Li 8.J..1... J..J.l'...,y J..vu-•. l.Il-:-Q v .... OlJ.. J.........,_.;.~U<...§,G, v: _ _,..._._ .l..C.:..l 0 l)P.., .. ~cir 

mwF1c.;rs, tirid otiieT ].)t..J"·ts o~f. t·,ioil' .soci<.l h:-rit~-·_:,o. This is n.ot 
unlike ot}~.or . i.m.i :~r;r..::n t groul1s bv.t b·::cL..Jii·3 oven .i.c.o::.~8 i ~1(,i'O..,,m bc-
cc.-.usc of/· cartnin other L.ctors. 1111c .:;:....p_~::i0sG cultt.:.:i. ... t.: ··.;;o.s r:iorc 
di vo~ t;·::mt :'rom ~40 ]rC:dolli1f.--""-tir..g .f0ste::.0 n cultu..r·e, ;.:~n.6. th011 lcgr~l 
.-.n.d. socic.l di scri.Gli:l~.tio~1 on the: ~.''._.st :J.c· ~-..st c2t:.s0d th0R -+.Jo e!2..'.1;3t-

cr . togothei· ·for rn.utucl .::id ~nd l"o1· s0cL-.l intc-rcoursu. Ev2cuc.-
t..i..cn into rr;loc::--.:.:tion~ cor1t/rs h:.s fu:cthor n:_.r:~owcd. the .Lrn.oricWl. 
cont~·.cts .:Lor tb.0so older p3ople; c..nC.. ~:ill .:_d:.;. tG t~1,:; dL ,.'ict:.l ty of 
.cul +.u::-c..l ::~·d:-_:."Jt['.ticm to .:jnoric.r~:.1 life. 
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Ni SE I 
:.T0'.i..Il3,;01' 3C-!lC~':'.tlOll; t{!c.- .r~i~i . , lf' '-· ~t_JTOdUCt Of tVJ:) CUl-

t: k0i y :10.r.ic b::..c:i..:c;=·ou.!J.r": ::.'.!ld th ci :r· -·..n·::rr-i ~:.. ~1 c...-i 1.ri ror.u.:~r::~~ t. 
:_-re t m~-J ori t ~ , ~10 ..i·.rn._jri cc_.i1 cul tu.r o ~Ls t:L stront:;ur· i:i~ 
T:~0h·. oducr .. t::..0_~1, t~:ci·::."·"occup::,tiC'~l~, - ·co~1t:..-..cts, thoi:c rc-
;::~l.l i.:.i.clL1c, 'L:. . tt.;; __ t G.i1~(Jcton. ;1.s tt.c: ... m: tur·J,. "'.:hey 

th:~.t t~:cil"' ct.['_;_~c·::;s fo:;:· Lit.)1.)i.i.1css ::.-;.1cl succDss i1i this 
- . - t ,., t' . .:i. :.... ..t. t . .J... L .. ci Ci. .. sc...Cl by t:::::, e;:-~tc.::1 . o:. rL1r ~.u.Ji.:s J1no.r.." o it.. 

.L: :L.::.ct, in~.: ~.i.rnir . c:.~:xiety to be .i.r!1ericc .. .a., they tend to throw 

~verboL.rci so:rr.e or the ti~J.e elen::.ents of J~-~p~·nese culture .• 
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~e cultural difference ~etwoen gcncr<:..tions naturally creates 

some dissonsion, altho1.lgh . the Jc::pEn3sC q_uali ty . Of pc:.rento.l 
loyc-~lty which h.c-.s b~o:i insti:__le;d by. .hono t:r-c.i~,ii1g proyonts the 
r;r~:p from bocorning tco ·wide. Lri'o in c. rt;loc~.tion cruo.:p has b8en 
especially hard on t;he nisei fron:. c.. cultural standpoint.· It has 
shar;iened -·some · of the . dil'fe:re.ilce~ .and. made the c:on.flict more 
overt. · Then· too, they have been thrown in.to intense contact with 
n:.ore J&Jai.'18[.e bacl::ground when . most o·f thei~ .. were· struge:;lL1g to 
free theF1sel ves from it. .Al.so · they llad to give up the occupations 
a..'1.d contacts t::e..t t:e:re hel)ing t~err. to a more cor:l~lete 1\ine1"i.ceni·-
zation·. ~f'.aat is even harder to 07erco.;::::c is the bren.d,. "Js.:pa11ese", 
which has ·0een put on them. by the niass eV&Gu&tiQn arid the war 
psychosis v"rhen they rigi.'1tly considered themselves Americans. It -
hc:-,s been c:.n irnportar.i.t factor fn turnin.g the fece.s ~f sorr.e ··a'Nay 
from t .. merica; it has disheertened others; but' to the groat· ma-
jo-ri t~,. t £.ftcr t erp:-_Jorary di scourc.ger.1en. t, it has been. a challenge 
to ·prove their re8..l L:... ericunism. 

T ti E Kt BE t 
T'.ae ;~<i bei, J.6.uri ce..n ·born· J <:'.'_~:H:~1.ese: who h0ve rGt~.irned. ts> J r::.p::irL 

for eduC-8. ion,° :presei1t 0. sp.6Ci£J. cul turr~l :p:r~oblem. :1owcv'er, ·their 
nw"Tlbors c.rc rel[._ti vely srn.c.11. · D'epci1ding upon the numbor of y0c.rs 
of foreign st'udy', they find· their difficulties c-f ·c.a.j'ustment to 
Jun.:-.:riclli'.L cultur ·~; -incro2..socl, nn.d duri'ng tl1e v:ar they e:.rc Gspccic,l_-. 
ly c-_pt to ba confused. T:wy 2.rc .iu:ncriccn citizens end y(jt mc.y: 
diffe;r -· moro cul tur·c.lly from the · nisei' then the ni soi do from · 
Cr .. ucc.si r .. n. Aw.G:ri ccns. D-j e to their duc.l cul tu.ro.l tr[..inL1g, they 
he.ve the~ opyortu_".li ty to mdrn r·n outsk.nding contribution .to the 
Jr.pf'..r.:.0so L.1 .:-:JD.orict, _and to all .Ain.ericans by malcin·g possible to a 
greater extent tlle fusion of the cultu1~es. 

TME PROBLEM OF CULTURAt ASStM!LATlON 
From the foregoing su.rmnary, it ce~ri be . seen . that this ..question 

of . cu~tural con~li~t is not just a J~pa.nese proble0; ·it is an 
lilllerJcar1 proble.r '• ;..merica has . fc:,ced .s.imiiar situations manY. _; 
tihie~efore. ·In fP.:Ct, there is no .iiC!eriCE'.!1 culture except as a':_ 
rich .~lend of contri bu ti Qn from man.y 12nds c.-.nd :peoples. Ui_; C2.l1.-

not afford ,. to let . a vrc:r 'involving Lmeri can idee.ls distort CrUr 

thi:iking_ i"n rog,ard to the very basis upon yd:!:°~ich this co~ntry has 
been built·. Cu} tu.r.al assimilation of the .Japc:.u1.ese-.America'1.s is 
the job . of .. all of us. - --.Art:iur &;tmey 
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\ 
t the .Ameri c2.n-born from 

J c.pc.nsse thc.t e.rG used to distir-1guifil 
the J2.pnn-born Jc.pr:nese in .Americ&. 

I . . LJ ~'!e v:ho were born r-,nd re2rod in t~is. cou'J.try [',re cdled nisei, 
mee.ning second gonen:~tion . Though ;;ve r1£Y not diff0r 2.pprecic.bly 
in our out1:rc..rd 2ppoo.rrnco, our c.tti tu.de tovmrd mc.ny things is ~s 
di f fcr cmt cs c·.ro blc.ck rnd whi to. Our pc.:rorrts , the issoi , trc..inud 
from birth in thci!' life e.t home, school, end vmrk , in the a.ge 
old- customs of Jap3..Il , freq_uen.tly can.not understand the nisei who 
were born aEd r a ised in ..:'m:..erica much a.s are other boys an.d girls 
in this coun.try . 

The most :icticeabJ.e differe:c.ce is in our speech , for the la.'1g-
uages of :-aj_Jan. and Jillterica are so dissimilar thc:.t fluency L1 both 
tons..:es is qu.i te uncormnon; and 'because language is oi' utmost in-
:porta.:.1ce in the transmissi on o-:: ideas , the iaabili ty to use a 
cmnmon language is perhaps the most formidable cultural J 2.!.I'rier 
bo-1:-vrnen tLe issei t?.nd nisei . -~ -.:e try to correct the English dict~cn ' 
&."ld g.r~·.-:.e.~ o:t 0ur pa:;-en.t s , but v;i th very poor results . Our :pm .. ;.. 
ents in turn often saJd us to J~~0nese lc~ngua6e schools hoping 
tl-:2.t t:':le schools might succee d in gi vi:1g us fluency in their la.'1.-
guac:.:;e , b'...i.t most cf us , despite sGvcral ym:..rs of schooling , seldom 
learn to use :!apanese with fe..cili ty . J?e.ople often reme.rK in their 
con.vers::~~ions , ttI ccn. ' t fi:1d ·words to express -r::-i2,t I feel and 
tb.ialc , ;, Gld t::tis is li tors.lly the cc::.so bet~Jso·:.i i ssei and n1sd. 
in their cvoryd2y li f e ! 'l~e c.rmy intolligencG school , in trying 
to find ins tructo1 s ::i-i·10!"-6 th0 .::Li .JCi , le:i..rn. ::;d. to their su1 .. :-i;n·ise 
th2.t fcv<T if a..1y of t~10:-t1 could rce.d or write tile J e:'..pr--110se 1£",nguc.g& . 

Tho barTiers e::::ist not o:il~.r in 1['1.gu:.ge but ir. m2ny other cus-
to:..;1s , :::~nd they u.re only slJv!l::r rcmcvcd . 11\rnnt:" ~:c-c::u:· s 8.00 , ths 
issoi considered tho lilneric2n form of bc:.~llroora d211ci.ng & most un-
ucsirG.bll-·· -forr:~ of roc1~eQtion . " Irn.2gine , a you~1t can. ' s 2rrr.. e~1cir­
clod about your daughtGr ' s -..·:c::.i~t ' c.:id in :public too ! ;T Such com-
ments vrn:re frequently heard E'S.long :_';)c:.rents . But occc~sion.~ly sorris 
of the more daring you.::lg ~ '.~ol:.ld s};,onsor r:.: dc..::ico , pcrhs.:ps 

onc e on Fourt h of Jul y c.!1d Lgcin on Ne .. :'..·.' Y ...... 8.r ' s Eve , c.x:.d thes e 
events vmul d be W8ll attended by dcnce- lovi!1g boys und girls who 
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would al'ric.ys arri v0 "st~", c.nd ret..:.rn hom8 nstc.tZ". R.oTievs:r, 
c.fte:r overy 0 c.ffc.tr" tho lo~:.::l J"-:pc:.1csc pc..pers uould strongly re-
p1·imand _th.Et wilG. nisei in their· editorials. 

_ Wi tt.1.n ten years we saw the sons &:..d o.aughters of these sar:J.e 
editors on the da.1ce floor; anotiier two years aid we saw their 
parents on :the floor~ 
\\ ft 

GO - BE TWE E.N 
Ca...ri' t you imagine, thsn, the issei pare!lts' dismB.~'" e. t r er:uaets 

~ro.:<J. · youn.s; people for sinJ.:Dlc ·seddi ·igs w::. tnout expensive 1:;dding 
gowns, elaborate banquets, and "go-betweensH. Among Ja:psnese 
these things are considered ~.n11- spenss.tlo to th·~ -:<reJ.2. conducted 
·.:eiC.L~;", e.nd E;s~ecially does this attitude hold with re,r:..ard to 
thu Hgo-between". 

In J:J.:r;:au ·::ts:'.!. u ~Tc-..ir_g lndy r::.c.c:.es ~~2e ripa age of . .jo.:y o$ight-
e~n. 1'Jt thout an offer of marria~~, Ol.' a son. is dj ~..;4ve~e<l. t-o have 
gra;·;;:i as old as t':mnty-t~'.1.,~'3· 1':i "':h\11..!. t h~'tr_ng ~cun~ a. trui tabla 
ms.t.), t:·w -..;or:ri3d. ~!a..rwi·i;s ca.11 J · .. t:tei:r closest f."rie:;.4: and asks 
him to do something about t!-~1' a! "..,u~itio:i. µoes h:} m~ of sor::e 
~ro :_:ng lc.dy o:;.... ycu-:;b. fro.:. t~": .:;c..:"i0 1•r-.:f ..;ctu::: ,j -=~s t:1s:! .• a~l--..-0~ 'and 
tl!is is qu_;_t0 impon02t), \:ith a ~.i..L~~ ~u.era:tio.r:.nl hac-kground, 
v.;i tho~.it. e_11:r k:-.. o:.'!';. h;)reC.i i;c~_y- ill~H>sses? o-:: Jcurs~, ti.re gi:d 

·ShvulCi. lc..lml ho·:: ~.:l c ... c~aitd S:.!v:, ~:J.C"t-t her rfitlr.lil~!'S, a1'JA SirotJ evi-
dence of mnking a good :mother; th~ you.:ig r:~.n ~~c~i1 -~ ros,oct-
ablG, h2vs c.t lcn.3t ~~o:...\g'!'l fo:;: c: iJ.o-!1-y, ~a .;1l~c:-c::-:-_bly be a 
li "ttltJ bri g..'!t. 
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So with all thvse instructions which he clrGudy knows ." f rom 

p!2St exp0ricmco , thG go- bt3tW0en inquir;.;s QbOut until ·ho lllG.JtS m -
other person on th;.; sun:_; mission . Only for tho opposi t0 sox. Now 
thoy co.np::~r;; not0s , · 8.lld if cv..:;rything sc:.3ms -..11 right , th0 pnx-
snts ar8 told. tho good n0ws . A r,-.. 0et ing is :l!'rr.ng0 d for th0 young 
couple v1h.Jr3 th8 prospGcti v0 bridu Cllld groom moot i'or tho first 
timG , or it should botter b,.,; snid thnt th0y :;.r0 pr8sent in tho 
sc...rno room for the first tim,,, , for th-.; blushin6 j.-VU:1g L:dy nmr2r 
rais&s h,:;r h '.::.::::.d c.nd the b<-~ shi'ul young rri::m looks at everythinco:; but 
the object upon whom he is to pc..ss L'.p:grovetl. Th9 well- bred chil-
dren usually ::::.gree to m:xry the chcice of their pc.rents f'.Ild go-
b~tween , end str;:inge ns it mQy see~, such murriages often prove 
:no~e le.sting thnnour n1ove at first sightn type of u..11ion . 

N I S EJ ·aREAK A\../AY 
A few nisei first brol:e 2..W':2Y .£.'rom this olC. custor-r.. lJow we 

hear of courthouse m~'..rringes : .nd even of elopements , ~md without 
rrmy eye-brow raising or f.s..intinc:; p:::rents . 

But if there nre these cul tur~i ccnflicts , these bn.rriers to 
mutuo.l un1lerst:-.ndin@, ,. we ~lso come to reQliZB thnt our pc~ren.ts 
[xe just as hmc .. 11 8.S 2~I1yone else , .::::nd th ... :.t y.;s cu...11 understc.nd them 
c..s humc.J:i beings . If our p;:;.rents .shov.f pu:rentc.l con.earn over our 
v{elfo.re, vro Cfill ~ ... rndsrstc.r1d th<.:~t the inpulse tDward.s concern i'or 
us is not dif'f(::r:mt from the purerr t ::'J_ iiiipulsG any-v.;here elss . If 
they show us kindness in little deeds from d:..1y to d~1y , we cun see 
th2°t 1.'"indness 1s not su'bskmtidly different from kincb.ess nny-
vmare else··. It is on this co.mm.on ground tt.ut cul turcl conflicts 
::.re compromised ::uid gr2clually di£0.p9eur. 

FOR A. Ht6HER CULTURE 
Because the uverr:ge of issei ts not c.bout 50 to 55 years , it 

will not bo long before the issei gener8.tion dis~.ppu2rs . The 
cultural confilcts moy then no longer exi~t, but tt.0 sigr1ific'..lllt 
thirigs of life which the issei convey to us y;ill rem:::in . If there 
nre _thillgS · Which "VG mo.y think ·strange or ·wrong in Jt.'.p::Jl0SG cul-
ture , there is 2.lso much tho.t it h::is tC? <?fi'·3r in its calm nnd. 
quiet vr:..y . It v.:ould be well for us L.issi if we .... light inhe:ri t 
their love of beuuty in simple things und lec:.rn their pc.tiencc. 
If we should co:-:1bine nnd te~nper those virtu::;s in th those of our 
J~m8ricc.n bc.ckground , I f3el tn:it c'. higher cul t~----e would evolve . 

· - -No bu No.i to 
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ARE NJ SE I LOYAL TO U.S.? 
;[)) ick r.t random c.ny cross-s~ction of 110, 000 peoplo in tho ! ;--' Unite: d St.::tas. You vvi.11 find men, women, children of vnrying 
LJ kinds : nd occup:-.tiohs, some nli' ... ;ns,.:nost citiz..;ns, the gr~c~t-
Jst majority loyc~l, somo luk3-VIC:.r;n_, n f·JVI c:.ctivGly di sloyo..l. 
Those of Jc.p.:::tn0s3 c.nc ,..; stry in tho Uni tvd St.:-.tes c..re such c .. group. 
No one d.oubts somi:; of tl:um m:ty bo pc .. ssivoly or ::-.ctiv0ly pro-J~p'"' .... 
n..; so. Tho Just ic.J D::pnrtli~.Jnt hu.s intvrnc: d 1, 974 such suspect ...... d 
ir.di vid.u:.ls for th8 dur:ition, :\long ".:'Ii th 1,448 GJrmc-...ns :'nd 210 
It c-,l1:-a1s • 

..:...But for th,; groups c..s '.:.. whole:, 0 t'hG loyul ty of · thu ov..;ryi!h8lm-
ing majority ••• hc..s not bc., ,m s-:.:riously q_u0stion3d by inf'or:ned pcr-
scns·." So st ,· .. -tos th0 Dir0ctor of th0 Dap!l.rtm~.mt of Justice_..'s 
:1li0n En·:;my Control Unit. Th\,; conz::,r•.:;SSionc..l COiT.:Irritt,_.~; iiw2sti-
g:·.:tin5 No.tio112l D0f,J ilS<C I.~i2,:L:'lt .io:r:. , h0 •1cL d by H..;;pr'3santc;.tiv0 JC2lm 
Tolen, etft...;r .hoo..ring all sid0 s, corroborc~t-vs this: "'.'..; .cri..nnot 
doubt, 2.11d 0v~ryun-: is ::i.grco d, thnt thG m::1jori ty of Js.prJ".:.osc.: cit-
izcns c:.nd c.licns ~0 loyo.l to this country. n_ Tho W~:'.r R~loc;=-:.tion 
Author·i tyv s form:;r dir ;ctor , i\iil ton S. Eis-:mhowor , broth-3r of tho 
"Uni t '-, d l~utions' coJ!mt1nd0r in Forth Africc:, r ,Jports: 

"I h:w-::; visited ·with mm1y p..;opL~ , somo of them 
tvchnicc:.l ..;xp~rts in who.:rr I hs.vo confidonc,_;. · I would 
sc,,,y th:it from. 80 to 85 pvr Cd~t of tl:.0 ninoi, -i.·;ho c.ro 
.AJn.0ric c.n-born ci tiz;,,,ns of Jc~p .·:.:ne;so do scent and -vvho 
h:J.V0 ndvcr b...;011 out of tho Uni t0d Ste.tos, o.ra loynl 
to th0 United Stat::;s." (Jun0 1.5, 1942) 

Mcmy persons, such ns rucG-bci ting Congrc; ssmcn Mc.rt.ifi--Uio s, 
L0lc.nd Ford nnd John Ro.nkin, or sinc,:;r.; citizons misLd b:•-' rccfr~l 
propagnnd::, hav0 quostion-.;;d th"' loy2l ty of th·J ;.moric~ms of J<:ipo.-
n0 s-..: dosc .:. nt. But sgninst thoir ill-informod opinion is tho word 
Of Pr0sid0nt Roos0vcl t; S0cr0t=.ry Of 1:etr Stimson; thG vfo..r R0locn-
tion- Jrnthority9s pr0s-.,nt dir0ctor, Dillion S. r.fy0r; J::....mes C.Be.~ 
ker, Bishop of the Methodist Church for the Qalifornia ~eo..:; 
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Lieutenant G'?neral ~elos C,. Emmons, corr~1Eu1d.ing general, Hawaiian 
Department, U .s. .Army; the editors oi· Tin~e; Ray Lyuan. · :iilbu.r; 
chancellor of Stanford. Uni ve.i·si ty; h-. C. ( HTom•') Sawver former .. ' 
ne.tionel vice-cormnander of the .Americ?..n Legion; Augt:st ·Vcllmer, 
note<i crirtl.nologis·~ and professcr of _pol:'...ce ad.r~nistration at the 
Universities of Chica._;o and California; f·.Ioni·oe 3. Deutsch, vice-
_presid.ent and provost at University of California; John Deuey, 
philosopher; P1°ofessor ::.einb.010. Hiebuhr -of ·~.Llion TI1eological Sem-
inary; Chester Ronell, distinSl'.ished Sw. Frenciscv r..ev.rspa:perman; 
FredericL J. Koster, chairman., San Francisco ·Che.pter of the 
Red Cross. All these and !Jany more testify to the loyalty of the 
typical .Ar:e:-i cc:.n-Jape.nese. 

A Uniteci Press dispatch ·of ApTil 23, 1943 reports that "ac-
~ord.ing to YIHA tabul2tions, 95 per cent of the total Japanese-
bericBL po::;mle.tio:1 is loy&l to tl":.i s count:ry. A .n.lt.:.nber e:~.re 1;orL:-
ing j_n ;,:.rar industries, includ.in::, two in factories making bomb 
sights and. otr_e~~ ... s iii air:ple.r:.0 pla:;:its. Tb.ousan.ds of -Arnertcan-Japa-_ 
;j3Se a.re S8.i.,Ving in the ar·msd. fo'1'C8s; more thous~ ... ds s.r::; .:1.0\.-i b.e-
in.g rec:rui tecL rfiie comm8Ildcr o:f.' a battalion : of thest: solciie:rs 
:reports: · 

"I'' ve ~1e"'ier hae. r;~o::e v/h0ls-:wcrtecl, sericus-minC:.ed 
co-o:per&tion from any troops." 

ThJ-·~ Dapart:rrent says this .·is typical,' end a 't-:ar Department 
statement e.dcs: .ft.ln.eri can.s of J o..:pE.nas8 blood •.•• ..::..re ws.:it·ed. be: cause 
the ~ovcrn..!le:n-l: :.:md ·the arr;i.y 2.re convinc8d of their loyal.ty_." One. 
lTiin.6_reC. sc:o:ity-fi vc a.:;.,"'e f',lrec..dy on sp .)cial Iilissions in tho Sou:th. 
?2cific, :ne.inly n.s int0rpr&ters. Others GrG fi6hti.::ig in t~-:-.at 
ere2, in inf2ntr~r COIT192.n.i es in North Afri cs , or behind . tho eµi~ 
"!~" bo· .. ,!-,-..L· 1-1t:.·· "'"'l!' n...,, r:it.:cec 1'1f1VC. bG0Il dceo:rat8d. (Tho-se fi9:Ur8S are ..... .... ..1- 1 ... 1-...f 0 i:"' ....... .,_j-..,,. • ..J.. -- - - ... ......... ! . 

A . - zn ,~·~ ) a~ prl~ . ~, -~4v. 

EFFECT Of EVRCum1on. on nlSEI 
n ust how loyc.l 2.T6 the :iisei' is, I s-.ispcct, ca intorroe:, ':'.tion 
J \ 1·1l1ich has long tocn in you-;-minds. iJue to the un9w~d.on-:.blo 

(~) doc.;ds commi ttc::d by :i f0w of t;i.:.: ni :::;ei the: good. ~OJ?Uk.tion of 
thr; nisni has been somc..whc.t sti€,D1ctized. T~ms, it is qv~its a;sy 
to d~n why the integrity c.nd tho _fe.i tb.ful11ess of tl1e ni sci c.s 
Q wholo h~vo bsen questionod. 

Just whc.t pGr. cent . of the nisei c.ro loyc.l 2.Ild whe .. t p0r cent: 
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are dis+oyal :i.s a question which _I _can not . accurately answer. 
However, I am. fully convinced that the V'lst ·majority of the :1i.o-s ei 
a:i:'e stm'-rich JJr:eri ca.as, steadfastly EL'1d urr-.::.istal:::ably · ioyal to 
this natio:-i·-:1hi9h has given them e.ud th~ir parents so ml.J,ch. You 
may inqti.ii-·e--what a_~ut th~ other ni_s~i--those who are disloyc.cl? 
I ·would. answer ti"1at C11.iastion in t:ns ·wc.y. · It is, undenia_bly, 
true tha~ as the result of this war a ':;reet ch2;:ige d.oes exist in 
t:w h6·1rts o.f a_n-.12?lber of nisei. That - a .t:.:.L::bor Df llisei ta.ve 
lost : faith in lur.:.eri ca is 1 also, true. It v1ou:i.d be '.:·1ro11z to as-
Slt.rrie?. towe-.'"er, thc;.t those ni sci '!::·ecame disloyal because t hoy v,;:sre 
in SjTilp0.tr1y with t:te :I apar1ese schej_,1e of wor ~ci c9L.q_~e .Jt; · Oi' that 
theso nisei have g:Lven their allc:;iance t' the la.wi as_· t.heil"' an-
ces-tors instcc} o-f: tq the coll:lt-7 of t::_.,_o{r ~-irt~. It -.muld be 
folly for L8 to assllllie that ·':hidd.en in the d.e6_9 rucecses o: t:1e 
r.Qar~s of tbose VJho h=.v~ lost :'ai th L1 . demC>Cl"E'.C:r i;;GrG s: edn Of 

lill.ti-.A..'11or·ictLJ.isrn. t:1~:~ Il\_,eclsd o.r.:.ly t:w cle.u.:.;n-: c:' >T:J.r fo:· tho 
se0ds. to. blossom. No, th~ 1~rc.a-- ,Jas not the stimulus ·which prompt-
ed maq.y of tt.'.)._gj.sci_ to loso th0ir faith, if not :permanently, at 
least, i;;emporarily in the goodness of kw;.ri can V·!ay of living, £:..nd 
in der;1ocracy. No, the war -i::as not 1·ss:ponsi blo for the charu~:0. of 
hearts, for thu loss of fe.itt. and lovo ~f country. Eo, tLe .sti2-
ulus 1;as the evacuation. 

It · was the cvacue.tion ':'lhich unj 1.1stly horded tho ~isei into 
camps -:.·ri thout t_:):'_ial and "Ni tf...Jt:t justi ~c th<:!.t p::.."'o.q~.'tod '"°U'D/ to 
qu0stion -wh~th.e1:' this sort of thing 1i;es actually d.mJ.ocracy in 
G.Ctio.a. rt w:.s th0 strnnge likeness to . the Nazi to·ch.niquc that 
made many vmnder "v!hi th0r goeth . d.eIL.ocr.J.cy. Tn0 ev~cuntion 1.'las a 
cruel, malcn--olcnt thing, 3-ltter ly u.rmccessary. L"l its W2.Ko of 
e:;conomic ruin, ·_ the evc.cu;:tio:1 co.:-.Ll..J. ttad tho 7<..:.:ry d..:::.stardly crime 
of changing lnany loyal, good k:.srica...11s iL.to apathetic, b~ttE;r, 
qucstion~blo Jir.1ori CC!ls. It ;,rnuld bo ;..rnll to re.:n.m:J.ber thEt the 
thing Tihich.c.uu,sp.~ lll~~;{ to_ boc~HJlO. Q-i,slqy_nl v\~as _not _phe inpc.t0 
:prcdilectio.p.: for : Hippo:11~ sm, · for tb,-e::..""'e ~s no .such predil-ection 
GXi sting ::1.ITl::mg t}:e ni soi. The C2.USC .. \"Ic~S the OVCCU.Qtiori·~ . 

I, honestly, believe. tl1.~t these v~n:..r•'I2.rf?. children of J:.mc.:ricu 
Cw'1 be brought b<::..ck to tb.o fold 2g£.in. I f eol th~-:t. you cs.n de 
much in tho restore. ti on o.f tt.o fqi ~h. of thvso, THE. DIS.ILLUSIO~TZD, 
by redeeming thnt v1hich VI~c lost through the f'.VO.CU?-tion. It can 
be done tb.1.'0U[;h kindness, good-r.1ill, abscncs or rncial di scrimina-
tion, and tho perfecting· of Qemocracy to. su.e t.n.e. real uc:rni.OC..i.'C:.CY 
practiced. - --Frank iiijikata 
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This is Q ye Q.rVs retrospect of my life in this relocction ce:::i-
tor . It mc..y be o.. 11&rr.:::i..tion common to typical nisei - off- the-
street; 2. brief: sketch <;if hov..r wre2cted to tr~e incredible new 
envirornne:L.!.t o:::i the bo.rrer.1. ' . dust - cc.ked . enclosure with t~1ousnnds 
of sla.nt- eyed· .. '..merice:ns like himself . 

I vns borr.. ir.. S::c-r c.r;::':mto ~ Cu.liforr.:.ic. 23 ye:~rs 2.£0 . 11y fc.ther 
·is n Jc.pe:110 IBe L11.mif:,:'.rC~.'iit 1·.;ho worked in the fruilj orcho..rds 2.S a 
fnrm lo.bpre r . I v:'.:is _sent to school v11i.th Cninese kids, i'Jagro kids , 
Por-tu::.,ue~e kids, b2-'0~1de kids cmd kids of o.11 colors rn:1d nution-
oJ..i ties . · ;l.s· I 5rGv; .-· old.;.;r.:: I bcccun.e consciou·s of my r:::we o.nd my 
so~i'.J.l cor..t" .. ct .. _. beccJD10 mor0 · 8-Y.:.d more cor:.fino d 1-:-i th people of my 
0\dll rGC0 • 

:My fc.thi.; r scrc .. p3 d enough money to s end ":ie to University of 
Cc,liforEi2. . Thvr . .:;; , my futur0 ou~locl:.: nc.s o. dileim:i:i . I chGUged my 
coursa frequo~tly to fit tha nnrro-w :pntt0rn of nis0i ' s economic 
st o.tus . 

Eyncuo.tion co.me o.s a rolicf to_ my post - grnduo.t0 worrie s , but 
doo.th- blu·!J to or~y o.spirc.tion. I mo.y ho.ve hnd . 

to rcsottlsrn.ont -1 .. 1i th o. mixed. f0eling of hope 
its effect INO..S Q 

Pm lookii""-g nhond 
o....r1d doubt • 
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It wns my turn to cook tonight. t-70 7 re h:J.ving h':1.mburg.:::.r :.l.most 

GV;3r~r oth0r night Glld tb3 guys in t:te dor'TI. s.r::; stcrti:rrg to kick. 
Fee dine:, f iv.:.: hur.gry ccll•.Jge 
boys is ·not an a~sy tnsk. 
Thoy Gat lik::; beo.rs <llid 
fuss like mul <J s. 

Ys sterd'".ly lvlrs. l'Eilbr 
po.id mes. doll~.r :'or cl3'Ul-
ing her b3sem.<?,nt, :ind I fi-
gur? d O:!! going to C:i:rrpus 
T:.''L:ls.t :;r to seo u picture, 
but Sumi o' s brother, .:'J_-
bert, ~s._~3 ~p frJm S~cra­
m.ento . ~ t,o visit us for the 
weekend. ~[e ma.de some-cof-

"bull sessioned" 
L.l S:J.id he· was 

fee Qlld 
till Oll '1 . 

still -Norki:1g in the coun-
try pruniLg gr~pJs. It}s 
a ~ity, a brilliant grGdu-
a-~ ~; 

hLn 
job 

in --~nc;ine -::; ri:1g lik:: 
couldn't 0 et a decent 
sin1ply bec2use he_ is 

Q ltJ~.p". 

I want to pod wondering 
1!Jh,,t I w-.. s doi?J.g i:-: col-
l ;ge. :.luybo i ~ ·;; .... s b, . .-causu 
I didnVt h~ve o.Eything to 
do nfter hig~ school. But 
S0ffi80Il8 SD.id college W:..S a 
soun.d j_nv o st;i1 int. 

1Li( 
t ~~~i 

~~r./~ I J '\ \l1.~~-:-:: ~ 
f~~··) , i/).1 I j~' 
J ~ ' 

/ ~I 
f '\:\' I .,I 
~ ' i \ \ \ 

t~- .. 'l ; \ • ;o \ ·t~«~ g ffflj ,Huf~~u:r ~, q" J 11; 
DEC. ·3 19 4 2 . I \' H A 5 H I N 6 '' 

. Uni versi tyv s Burec.u Of Occupation cc.lL~d Jil;j U:;_J C'Jld :.:.cLv.: ~ ~le if 
I >7'.lllto C. to ;'1h :,shn c t :: ?hi G· ..i:r..1:..1 ba.Lq_ue t pi.ll'ty tvnigtt. Th-.'. frc.-
te~ilit:,;- w2s invitin&, o.. neighborin;; sorority over. Tlit:y v.rcro nil-
·li:.: ~; tc ~a:'" me 50 c c i:..ts :~~-=- ho:.ir ; .·lus C:.i:~2r ~LC. cc..rrc.rc. I i1e:;ed-
~ ci -r;_he mont;y b;:;_dly, so I t vole tlJ.~ jo1. . Why is my f'c~it.er 6o lnte 
with my mor: thly nll0wenc0.s? {uh \'/dll, I c311wt c.sk too much of 


