E I55E! _

The -Japancse imuigration to the United Stetes is a recent one
vompared to otker racizl wnd national migrations tc this country.
The original settlers still make up = mejority of the cdult popu-
lation of Jepenese-mericans. Their youth, the period of cultur-
el detormin.tion, wus spent in Japan. Jlthougk they rather guick-
ly adjusted themselves egonomically, beceme useful end law-cbid-
ing merbers of society, they did mot greaztly ehcage their eultur-
al pettern. They retcined their languege, theii religiosn, their
manners, ond other Dezrts of. their social heriteze. This is not
unlike other immigrcnt groups but Bocame oven wore iagrowan be-
ccuse of - certain other foectors. Thae supwnesce culturt was more
divergent from the predomin~ting .Jestevn culdure, znd thoen legal
cnd socicl discriminctioaz om the Wost soost caused thom Yo clust-
or -together for mutucl aid cad Yor socicl imfcreoursc. Eveocuco- .
tion into reldecotion’ eeéntyrs hos furthor noriowed the Jmericen
contr.cts for these older pedple nné will cdé te the diiliculty of
gulturcl Mdentotion to zmgrican -lifc.

THE NISEI
Tho - FolnZel- gelerotiony  the-nisci ;
tirees-  tic horio boekground ond heir dmeric:: vironmcnt.
"For the ¢ jorit., thc smuriczca culture is tho stronger in-
flucnce. roir cducstion, thoir eccupstion:i. contacts, their re-
croetion 1 indlinc in- thet dircction. .s they mrturc, they

reclizo that theidr heireos . for Heppincss znd succeess in this
country crc inercibed by the cxtent of their cdjustment to it.

I: foet, ini their . aaxiety to be dmericen, they tend to tarow

1N

évarboerd some of the ¥ine elements of Jupinese culture.
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fi‘he cultural diffcerence yZetween generations naturally creates
soms dissonsion, although ~the Jspensse quality ~of parcntal
joyalty which hes been instiiled by .hame troining prevents the
} gep from becoming tco wide. Li¥e in & rclocetion caisp has been
especially hard on the nisei frow = cultural standpoint.- -I% has
sharpenéd “some ~of . the . differeaces and -made the gonflict.more
overt. Then toe, they have been thrown into intense contact wWith
more Jepanese background wiaen most of them were:struggliag to
free themselves from it. Also they had to give up the occupations
and contacts that were helping them to a more completeAAmericani-
zation. What is even harder to overComO is the brand, "Jspanese", .
which has ©obeen put on them by the mass evacuation and the war
psychosis when they rightly considered themselves Americans. It
has been en important factor ip turning the fates ef sowe -aWay
from Americe; it bas disheertened. others; but to the great ma-
jority, efter temporaTy disecouragement, it has been a challenge
to :prove their rezl fericanism. =" <

THE KIBE! e
The -kibei, Américan'born:Japqnese;who heve returned. to Jagau 3
for educe ion,'presentc1sp6cial cultural problem. However, -their
numbers are reletively smoll.™ Depending upon the number of ysars
of foreign study, they find their difficulties of ndjustment to
American culture -incroesed, and during theé war they src especicl-
ly apt to be confused. .Tacy ere Americon citizens and yetmey:
differ morc culturclly from thc nisei then the nigsei do from-
Crucasicn Americens. Duie to their ducl culfural treiniog, they:
have the opportunity to mcke en outstonding contribution-to the
rponesc. in america.and to all Americans by meking possible to a .~
greater extent the fusion of the cultures. “n

THE PROBLEM OF CULTURAL ASSIMILATION

From the foregoing summary, it cen be seen that this question
of cultural conflict -is not just a Jepanese problem; it is am
Imerican probler. smerica has. faced similar situations many -
times before. In fact, there is no American culture except-as a-,
rich blend of contribution from many lends and peoples. We can~
not afford .to let .a wer involving lmericen ideals distort eur
thinking in regard to the very basis upon which this country has
been built. Cultursl assimilation of the -Japanese-Americans is
the job.of.all-of us. : X g --Artiur Rgmey
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+OUR FOREIEH  PARERIS-

C _there are 3wo terms_ in Jepenese thot are used to distinguish
'5 the American-born from the Jopan-born Jopanese in Americe.
:j We whe were born and recred in this country are celled nisdl,

meening second generction. Though we may not differ eppreeciably

in our outwerd appesrence, our rttitude toword meny things is o
different os ore block and white. Our paronts, the issei, troined
from birth in their life et home, school, cnd work, in the age
old-customs of Japan, frequently cannot understand the nisei who
were born and raised in America ruch as are other boys ard girls
in +his country.

The most acticeable difference is in our speech, for the lang-
usges of Japan and America are sO dissimilar that fluency in both
tongues 1is quite uncommon; and because language is of utmos® im-
portaance in the transmission of ideas, the inability to use a
common language 1is perhaps the most formidable cultural barrier
between the issei and nisei. ve try to correct the English dictim
and gremmar Of Our parents, btut with very poor results., Our par-
ents in turn often send us %o Japanese language schools hoping
that the schools might succeed in giving us fluency in their lan-
guage, but most cf us, despite scveral years of schooling, seldom
learn %o use Japanese with facility. People oiten remerk in their
conversations, %I can't find words to express what I feel and
think,” end this 1is literally the case between issel anG nisd
in their ecverydsy life! The army intolligence school, in trying
to find instructors among the nisei, learned to their surprise
that few if eny of them could recdor write the Japenesce langucge.

The barriers exist not only in lengunge but in meny other cus-—
toms, and they are only slowly Temoved. Twenty Fears &z0,the
issei considered the fmericen form of bellroom daneing & most un-
dosirable-form of rocreation. ®Tmrgine, & YOUAE man's arm encir-
cled about your deughter's waist, and in public too!™ Such com-
mente were frequently heard emong parents. But occasionclly some
of the more Garing young nisci vould sponsor & 4amce, perhaps

‘once on Fourth of July =nd egain on New Yeer's Evc, ond these
events would be well attended by dence-loving boys and girls who
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would salweys arrive "staa", and return home "steg". Hovevar,

efter every "affeir" the loeal Fapencse papers would strongly re-
primand theq wild nisei in their editorials.

Within ten yea;s we saw the sons and daughters of these same
editeors —on  th dance floor; ancther two yearsand we saw their
parents on ‘the floor.

GO - BETWEEN

Can't vou imagine, then, the issei parents' dismer at requests
from “young people for simple weddings without expensive wedding
gowns, elaborate banquets, and Ygo-betweens". JAmong Jepznese
" these +things are cornsidered ipdispenssble to ths well confucted
tredding, and especially does this attitude hold with resard to
the Ygo-between™.

In Japan when e young lady reaches the rips asge of .ay cight-
een without an offer of merriage, or @ son is discovered to have
grova as old as tweaty-thres without heving fouad & mitabls
matz, the wWorrisd parcpvs call 1n timir closest friend and msks
him to do something sbout the siluation. Does he Ywest of some
young ledy or youth from the same profocture as thsiselwes {and
this is quite importost), vith & siniie. sducetions) bhagkground,
without eny knowr horeditery illnesses? OF course, € girl
-should know Row {0 cotk and s&e, Zacw Mor manuners, ond v evi-
dence of meking a good mother; the young ran <honld de rosnect-
able, have et lemat grough for g éomry, ard prefersbly be a
iittis bright.

TUIF TAXE DPOPULARTON ACE-GRIUP SURVEY
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past experience, the go-between inquirss about until ‘he mécts ane
other person on the scme mission. Only for the opposite scx. Now
they compars notes, -and if everything seems oll right, the par-
ents are told the good news. A meeting is arranged for the young
couple where the prospective bride and groom meet for the first
tims, or 4t should better Be said that they ars present in the
same room for the first tims, for thc blushing young lady mever
raisss her head ond the beshful young man looks at everything but
the object upon whom he is to pass cpproval. The well-bred chil-
dren ‘usually agree to marry the choice of their parents and go-
between, and strange as it may seem, such marriages often prove
more losting thanour “lowe at first si ® {ype of union.

NiISE!l BREAK AWAY
A few nisei first broke away from this 0ld customw Now we
hear of courthouse morriages cnd even of elopements, and without
mpy eye-brow raising or fainting parents.
But if there are these c¢ultural ccnflicts, these barriers to
mutunl understonding, we clso come 10 realize that our parents
"“2re just as hum.n as anyone else, and that we con understznd them
as human beings. If our parents show parental comeern over our
welfare, we cen understcnd that the impulse towards concern for
us is not differzant from the parental impulse anywhere elss. If
they show us kindness 'in 1ittle deeds from day to day, we ccn see
thot kindness 1s pot substontially different from kindness any-
where else. It is on this common ground that culturzl conflicts
are compromised and graduolly disappear.

FOR A HIGHER CULTURE

Because the average of issel is not gbout 50 to 55 years, it
will not be long before the issei generation discppears. The
ecultural confilcts may then no longer exist, but the significant
things of life which the issei convey to us will remain. If tbere
are things. which we may think - strange or wrong in Jopanese cul-
ture, there is &lso much that it has to offer in its calm and
quiet vye Tt would be well for us nisei if we might inherit
their love of beauty in simple things wnd learn their patience.
If we should combine and temper these virtuss with those of our

fmerican background, I feel tnat = higher culturs would evolve.
‘ —=Nobu Naito




The Uegst cus THind

ARE NISEI LOYAL TO -U.S.?

ijT ick =t random any cross-scetion of 110,000 people in the
{ v~ United States. You will find men, women, children of varying
f} kinds ond occupatiohs, soms alicns,most citizens, the groat=
3st majority loyal, some luks-worm, a few actively d1i sloval,
Those of Jepanese cneestry in the United States are such a group.
No on¢ doubts some of them may be passively or 2ctively pro-=Japn-
ncse. The Justice Department has intcrned 1,974 such suspectoed
irndividuols for the duration, along with 1,448 Germons ond 210
Italinns.
~But for the groups as =2 wholz, "the loyalty of the ovorwhelm—
ing majority...has not bcen sericusly guestionsd by informed por-
sm&." BSo states the Director of the Department of Justice 's
Allcn Bnemy Control Unit. The Congressional Committos investi-
gating National Dofensc Migrotion, headesd by Representative John
Tolan, after hearing all sides, corroborztes this: ™™  ennnot
doubt, end everyons is agresd, that the majority of Japancsc cit-
izens ond elicns are loyal to this country.™ Tho War Roloeation
Authofity's former director, Milton S. Eiscnhower, brothsr of the
United Ketions' commandsr in Worth Africz, rcports:
"I have visited with many psople, some of -them
tochnical expoerts in whom I have confidence. I would
say that from 80 to 85 per cunt of the nisci, who are
Amsrican-born citizons of Japonese descesnt and  who
havc nsver boeen out of the United States, arz loyal
to the Unitced States.™ (Junc 15, 1942) o
Many persens, such as racc-baiting Congressmen MartinTDics,
Lclcnd Ford and John Rankin, or sindore citizens mislezd by racial
propagandz, have questioned ths loyalty of tho imericans of Japa-
nese descegt. But against their ill-informed opinion is the word
of President Rooscvwelt; Scerctary of Var Stimson; the War Recloca-
tion- Authority's prcscnt dircetor, Dillion S. Mysr: Jumes C.Ba-
ker, Bishop of the Methodist Church for +the California Areq}
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I Lieutenant General Delos C, Fmmons, commending general, Hawaiian
Department, U.S. Army; +the editors or Time; Ray Lyman “Wilburg
chancellor of Stanford University; W. C. ("Tom") Sawyer, former
netional vice-commander of the American legion; August ‘Vcllmer,
" noted criminologist and professor of police admirnistration at the
Universities of Chicaszc and California; konroe E. Deutsch, vice-
president and provost at University of California; John Dewey,
philosopher; Professor Reinhold Miebuhr ‘of Uaion Theclogical Sem-
Jnery; Chester Rowell, distinguished San Francisce newspéperman;
Brederick J. Foster, chairman, San Francisec Chepter of the
Bed Cross. All these and many more testify to the loyalty of the
t7oical Americen-Japanese. '

A United Press dispatch "of April 23, 1943 reporis that "ac-
gording to VRA tabuletions, 95 per cent of the total Japanese-
bnericar population is loyel to this country. A number are iork-
ing in war industries, including two in factories making bomb .
sizhts and others in asirplere plants. Thousands of -American-Japa-
bese are serving in the armsd forces; more thousands arg nol be-
inc recruited. The commender of a battalion  of these soldizzs
reports:

"T've never had more whole-hearted, sericus-minded
co-operation from any troops."

Tha Wor Department says this-is typical, and a War Department
stetoment edés: Americans of Japsnese dlood...ire wentad because
thc covernment and-the army are convineed of their loyaliy." - One
honired seveaty-five are already on spocial missions in the South,
Pocific, meinly as interpreters. Others arc fighting in that
pres, in infentry compenies in North Afric=, or behind  the guns
o° bombing plancs. Threc have becn decorated. {Those figuyes are
Bs April 22, 1943.) =

EFFECT OF EVACURTION. 0N NISE

‘iuSt how loyal are thc nisei, is, I suspect, aa intcrrogntion
ﬁ;which has long been in your minds. fme to the unpevdongtle

{ ) dceds committed by a fow of the nigei tho good reputation of
the nisel hes been somcwhat stigmotized. Taus, it is guite essy
to discern why the integrity and the feithbfulness of the nisei'as
& whole have been gquestioned.

Just whet per cent .of the nisei arc loyel and what percent
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are disloyal is a question which I can not accurately answer.
However, I am fully convinced that the vast majo”lty ofthe nisei
are staunch Americans, steadfastly and unmistakably loyal +to
this nation which has given them and their parents so much. You
may inquire--what a.out the other nisei--those who are disloyal?
I would answer that question in this wey. It is, undeniably,
true that as the result of this war a zreat change does &xist in
the héarts of a number of nisei. -That a mizber of nisei have
lost .faith in Ameriga is, also, true. It would be wrong to as-
sume, bowever, that these nisei became disloyal because they were
in sympatiy with the Japanese scheie of worlid corquest; or that
these niseil have given their allegiance to the land of their an-
cestvors instead of to the couniry of their birth. It would be
folly for ume to assume that hidden in the deep recesses.of the
hearts of those who have 1lost faith in ‘democracy were s-eds of
Anti-Americaaism thai nceded only the element of war for the
seeds to - blossom.. No, the war was not the stimulus which prompt-
ed many of the nisei to loso their faith, if not permansntly, at
least, temporarily in the goodness of American way of living, and
in democracy. No, the war was not responsible for the change of
heerts, for the loss of feith and love of country. No, the stim-
ulus was the evacuation. '

It.was the evacuastion which unjustly herded the aisei into
camps without trial and without justicc that prompted meny to
question -whether this sort of thing was actually dewocracy in
action. It was the strange likemess to . the Nazi technique that
made many wonder whither goeth danacvgcj. The evacuation was a
cruel, malevolent: thing, wutterly unnecessary. In its wake of
cconomic ruin, ' the evacugtion committed the very destardly crime
of changing many loyal, good Americans into apethetic, bitter,
questionable Americans. It would be well %o remember that the
thing which.couscd mgny to become gdisloyal was npot. the inpnate
predilectian’ for ¢ Nipponlsm, for  there is - no .such predilectlon
existing qmong the nisei. The c=use was the evacustion.

I, honestly, believe. that thesc weyward -children - of Amcrica
can bc brought-back to the fold agsin. I feel . that: you ezan do
much in thce rostoration of the faith of these, THE. DISILLUSIONED,
by redeeming that- which was lost through the evacuation. It can
be done through kindness, good-will, sbsence of racisl discrimina-~
tion, and the perfecting of demoeracy to. seée the real demociacy

practiced. : -=-frank Hijikata
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This is a year’s retrospect of my life in this relocation cen-
ter. It may be o mparration common to typical nisei-off-the-
street; a brief. sketch of how hereacted to the incredible new
enviropment on the barren, 'dust-ccked - énclosure with thousands
of slant-eyed .mericcns like himself. _

1 : vwas born in Sacramento, Califorria 23 years ago. Ky father
‘is a cpanese immigrent who worked in the fruit orchards as a
farm laborer. I was sent to school with Chinese kids, Negro kids,
Portuguese kids, bronde kids and kids of all colors and nation-
alitiess ns I grew 'older..I became comnscious of my race and my
social contzct...became mors and more confined with people of my
own Tace. . : . _

My father scraoped enough money t0 send me to University of
Colifornic. There, my future outlock was a dilemma. I changed my
course frequently %0 fit the narrow pattern of nisei's economic
status.

Evacuation came as a relief to. my post-graduate worries, but
its effect was a death-blow t0 any aspiration I may have had.
I'm looking ahecad -to resettlement with o mixed feeling of hope
and doubt.
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T NOV. 25,1941 MIDNIGHT COFFEE

It was my turn to cook tonight. We're having hamburgser -lmost
every other night and the guys in tke dorm erz storting to kick.
Feeding five hungry cellege D)
boys 1is'not an easy task.
They eat 1like bears and
fuss like mules.

Ytsterday Mrs. Miller
paid me a dollar for clean-
ing her basement, and I fi-
gured on going to Campus
Theater %0 see a picture,
but Sumio?s brother, .4Al-
bert, cams up from Szera-
mento.. 0 visit us for the
weekend. e made some cof-
fee and "bull sessioned®
till one. 41 said he'was
still working in the coun-~
try pruning grapes. It's
a pity, a brilliant gradu-
at in engineering like
him couldn't get a decent
job simply because he is
a :vJ'“pvl.

I went to bed wondering
vhat . I was doing in col-
luge. laybe it w.s because
I didn't have anythimg to
do after high school. But
someone said college was a
sound investment.

DEC.3,1942 “HASHING”

University's Bureau of Occupation called me up end ¢ me if
I vmnted to "hash" ¢t = Phi Grumm: 1 banquet party tonight. The fra-
ternity was inviting a nelghborlng sorority over. They were wil-
lJLg tﬁ pay me 50 cents an hour plus dinper and carfere. I need-
8d the money badly, so I took the job. -Why is my father So late
with my morthly alloweances? (Ch well, I can't ask t0o much of




