Canteen No. 3 suffered 4000 fire damage.

Tndicn skeleton found under barrack j511ll.
roisct farm begen harvest.
Bill Maruteni awarded f£ivst place honor in the Oratori-

csl Contest in the Senior Division, Ruth Hijikatza, in
the second division.




The right of freedom of religious worship shall not be’
jeoperdized announced officially by the W.R.A.

A

Shiz Tariki, sponsored by Cea:iteen No. 3, elected queen
of the lator Day Festival. 102-foot flag pole erected
in the center of the colony.

SEPT.14 - Project elementary an@ high schools opened for 3,800
students.

SEPT.16 - Mcre than 500 left the Project for sugar beet harvest.

‘SEPT.19 - Gila River Center residents expressed gratitude for the
Tule Laiie grown Weg bles shipped to thao.

EEPT. 26 Shipment of 60C hogs for the far. expectel

OCTy 2 Rally held the outdoor staege 10 discuss "isei's Re-
spoasibility zs Citizsns"™.

oC Governor C. A. 3prague assxed for sugar beel. laborers in
a letter to 95 2t Director Shirzell.

OCTs 40G high school students assisted in harvest of Project
farm .crops.

W.R.A, Director, Dillon S. Myer, visited Project.

Legal steps for formal rec 3ni,ioﬁ f Tule Leke's Co-

operative ZIEnterprise ds. a oration taeken with the

State of Californis.

vie theater building pxojcet turned down in a city-
wide election. -
City charter accepted by the community council.

Planning boara election held.

Block 43 selected & model conmmunity unit.
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Harvest festival.

srmy Japenese language-sehool at Camp Savage opened en-
listment for qualifi=é Japanesc-imexicans in the relo-
cetion centers.

Colonists enjoyed turkey dinner for Thanksgiving.

Project sent largest delegation of volunteers %o U. S,
Lrmy school at Savage, Kinn.

Little Theater group performed before first-nighters.
Press Club spoascrzd Red Cross benefit dance.

licre than 2,000 toys donated by various churches and
organizations throughout the country received here to
be distribused among young children for Christmas.

Harvey M. Coverly appointsd to replace Project Direc-
tor £+ L. Shirrell.

colonists spent Christmas quietly attending church ser-
vices and choir councerts.

1943

City council established judicial panel.

450 volunteers relisved coasl crew labor shortage.

Parent-Teacher!s Association organized at Project grade
school.

Secretary of War Henry L. Stimscn announced the forma-
tion of specizl nisei combat team.

Army Trepresentatives arrived to recruit volunteers for
the combat team.

Registration of all colonists began znd Project schools
elosed to enable f$eaching personnel to ussist. Mass




, ¢l earance program announced.
First chicken egg hatched on the Project poultry farm.
Registration‘of aliens began.
- Male citizen registration ended.

Senator tnllgren, outhor of the bill to transfer con—
trol of W.R.A. besek to the crmy becouse of reported
coddling of evacuees, visited the Prcj ct.

Shoe ratloning procedure set-up.

Red Cross drive lourched to roise 31250 tc carry on ihe
work of the local chapbsr.

Young Peoplets Christisa eunference heid. feave cioir-
snce procedure simplified.

9 - Pilanting of 10,000 trecs siurted.
2 ’

13 - Project clean-up 4duy.
26 - Volunteers for the nisei combet uanit given physital ox-
amination by the zrmy exauiniag team.

Iigh zatogl siulont boly held "goack Enrnivai. ™

In a pew administrative instructicn, T.Rea. 2llowed is-
sei to hold slesective offices in the comwnunity govsrn-
ment.

6 - Co-op reported a totel of unalloccted net .:Vln"' of
»85,993.52.

8 - N. Y. 4. opened vocational training opportunities for 25
Tuleans.

MLY 12 - Community ..ctivitfss Section plamned U.S.0. for nis el
servicemen vicsiting the Project.







" atlion

t- one of the U. S. Army camps wny down south in "ississippi,
A\8quads of men marched aut L ST iile arill
-Fy ¢ergeants  barked out orders, ."squads left, squads right .
Qut" on the firing. range the s TR staceato of the machine gun
fire was mingled with the "boom-boon" of a mortar guil. Jeeps
dashed modly arocund.
dat’s s0 unusual sbout a scene lile this you sks Itt s
an usual activity in any army camp.
Yes, true, but this is Camp Shell » the only camp in
_try designated by the Urited States "ar I partuent y
‘ing ground for the special Japenese Comb T i & o
here, ebout 4,000 of t ) r or this
was crected by t T ar 6 187 o
of J: cestry w B!
olini, Hditler or , Toj enevsr
thoussngd gt wers recruit . & te: cati
The rest of % roup - ¢ 4,000 mi g from waids
‘es re no N s Bitiz nes neestry serving in
] fore $Hiss - Speci t Unit?
154] T, TS WeIle approOX-—e
rs in tas United States army. A4This
t percantc in proporticon to all na-
«

-
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tionalitivs--Ea.} The bulk of them came from the Pacific Coast *
and@ were serving in the various branches of the Army at many of
the camps situated along the coast. They trained side by side
with their fellow American soldiers.

. When war came, the army did not know what attitude to take’
cfincerning the Jwpenese American soldiers.in their pidst. If the
pisei soldiers were sent to the Pacific Combat Area, how could
they be differentiated from the soldiers of Japan? What of the
attitude of the Caucasian soldiers? =~ There were many other puz-
zlingz questions. Until some solution %o this problem could be
f&und, nisei soldiers training in the combat branches of the ser-
vice were transferred to non-combatant groups. A large percent-
I age of them were shifted %o the medical corp division. Subse-
guently all pnisei soldiers on the Pacific Coast were transferred
to camps in the Mid-West. Simultaneously, General DeWitt, com-
P mending officer of the Western Defense Area, proclaimed that Am-
ricen soldiers of Japanese ancestry would be barred from the
P coastal areca. This was done to eliminate any possibility of a
BDY hazard. The Pacific Coast was jittery with invasion fe ar.
P THe coast was in the grip of a war hysteria.

Those who reported to the Selective Service Board as their in-
duction turn came wWere told that the Army was not accepting nisel
into the service at the present. lany volunteered but received
the same answer. All nisei were autonatically pleced in the 4-C,
aliens, anc 4-F, physically unfit, classification.

NISEI COMBAT TEATS

few months after the outbreak of thc wWar, evacuation of all
l!\Iapanese,~alions and citizens alike, Jfrom the coastal arca,
erlwas ordered by Gencral DeWitte. Subsequently all were placed
in ten inland relocation centerse.

During their confinement either in +the assembly centers or
jater in the relocation centers, the nisei sent hundreds of let-
ters to the Secretary of War and cven to the Prosidont of the
1nited States, asking that they be allowed to serve in the Army.
Put the answer was always the same, nThe Wer Department does not
at the present time contemplate taking nisei into the armed for=-
ces of the country." Plainly the War Department, had not as yet
formed any definite policy 1in regzxrd to Japanese-}uneri cans of
militery 2ge.

" Their loyalty questioned, denieé even & chaonce to prove their
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loyelty, the nisei became wrepped up in their sense of grievances

and livéh an apathetic 1life within the confine of the centers,

1e nisei jokingly referred to ‘their 4-C and 4-F classifications.
But beneath their banter one could discern a note of resentmernt
and bitterness. '

In such environment, Secretary of War Stimson on January 28
suddenly proclaimed, "Plans have been completed for a nation-wide
voluntary induction of American-born Japanese now inthe ten re-
locztion centers =and elsewheré in the United Stetes and the Ha=-
waiian Islands. Loyal Americans of Japanese ancestry will corpose
a special unit in the United States Army. Tris action wes taken
following study by the Wer Department of many earnest requests by
loyal American citizens of Japanese extractlon for the organiza-
tion of a apecial unit of the Army in which they could bave their
share in the fight against the nation's erenies.

"It is the inherent right of every faithful citizen, regard-
less of ancestry, to bear zrms in the nation's battlé. When ob-
stacles to the free expression of that right are impdsed by emer-
geacy consideration, those barriers should be rewoved as soon as
humanly possible. ILoyalty to country is a voice +that must be
heard, and I am glad that I am now able to give active proof that
this basic American belief is not a casuaity of war.

"Steps must be taken to-determine those individuals in whom
the United States can place full trust and confidence. Ths queés
tiornaire is a means to that snd.®

Plainly this was an. intitial step in a program to restore the
nisei bsck into normal compunity life where they could share the
lot of the general public. Thoe questicnnairs and thé Combat Umit

were the keys. But before this could be dome, their loyalty had
to bc determined first, for the government was fully aware that
there were somb "wiose ties with the Japanesc Empire were such
as to disqualify them for positieons of trust in this country."

One of the -nisci's reacticns to the anrouncement was that of
confusion and they failed to see the gravity of the issue before
them. Bxpericnces of the past yeer rankled in their minds, and
they hesitated; they doubted; they dquistionzd.

Place any other group under similar experience andvthexwactlon
would have buen the same. For, after all, the basic emotions of
human beings are all the same regardless of racial differences.

Far sighted nisci leaders as well as the WRA Administraive
staff pointed out the seriousness of the issue at stake. "The
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‘whole future of the nisei in the United States is ai stake," they

said.

. "You are on the spot, you must look forward and not backward.
For your own sake you can't let the bitterness and hurt in your
hearts blind you to the tremendous implications of your refusal

“to cooperate. The people on the outside will not know your rea-
sofi. They will simply think, "There, that proves it. The Evacu-
ation -was necessary aand right. Those people are disloyal. Look
they won't even join our sons to fight for democracy."

"The people on the outside do not know of your loyalty and
therefore the success of the government’s program is of the ut-
most importence. You should be thinking of your duty o your
country rather than the rights which have been temporarily sus-
pended due to exigencies of war. Bstablish your loyalty first,

then your rights will be that much easler to recover.” .

THE ANSWER

[ he government patiently waited for the verdict which was to

Eijjdecide the future of the nisei in the United States. Yere
they still loyal in spita of the bitier experiences which

they had undergone OT ngd the strain on their loydlty been. too

great? :

The Velunteer Combat had bcea endorscd by the Presidont of the
United States. On February 1, he had written to the Secretary of
ap Stimson endorsing the plan and attesting to its high purposes
in these words; "I am glad to observe that the War Départment,
the Yavy Depertment, the viar lenpower Commission, the Départment
of Justice, and the ‘jer Relocation Authority, are collaborating
in a program which will essure the opportunity for all loyal Am-
ericans, including Americans of Japanese ancestry, to serve thelr
country at a time when the fullest and wisest use of our manpower
is aXl-importent to the war effort."

The sznswer came in slowly end then geined momentum as the
issue before the nisei Tbecame clarified. Leaders, wio took a
long range Vview of the situation pleaded in behalf of tiie future
welfare of this raciel minority.

At ¥inidoka R.locetion Center, 300 voluntecred. This group
represented- 19 per cent of eligible males of militery age.s'A;—
though the other centers did not hove &s high & figure as Kini-
doka, Jrmy - officials ex ressed satisfaction with the results ob~-
tained.




Nisei ,soldiers 1in training or fighting at the front and the
volunteers are all of one opinion in their determination to dis-
pel the doubts and suspit¢ions about their loyaliy to the country
of their birth. They had to justify the faith placed in them by

~libersl minded army officials aswell as others who had worked di-
ligently to uake this opportunity possible. A volunteer from the
Topaz Relocation Center wrote:

"I bhave volunteered because it is my firm conviction that the

“"destiny of the Japanese American people is here in America.

“ "' am as much embittered as any othsr evecuse when I consider
how our race was singlied out to be uprooted from our hoines, farms,
businesses on the Pacific Coast and Lerded behind barbed wire
fences, even though we are Awrican citizens and our parents are
law-abiding pigqneers who have been denied citizenship by the U.S.
‘neturelizetion Taws.

"Devote the utmost of ourssives to this casuse, and pnot let
the deckness of our preseat situstion or our grisvances prevens
us from proviag our worth before the gyss of the Aserizcm public."

Another letter from a nisel serving as interpretor ig Bhe Sol-
omon Iselands to his fcirer instructor st Camp Savage =ef¥ects the
sane spirit.

"I have a good chancs of not coming cut of tiis ajive and I
tell you that I don't mind dyiag bttt I won't stand for mmpene un-
doing ail of the work that you, o#r classumtez awd &l1 &f us are
doing."

when Jepon attecked Hewedd, nisei members of the MHetional
Gueras rusnied out to the field wnd manned mschine guns in dzfense
of the Islaszds. Tarse mermbers of this group recently received
recognition from the ar Departmeant. Pormer nisei members of the
Hawaiian Hational Guard, shout 1,000 of then are now on the main-
lapd training for active combat duty.

About 175 0ldie e serving 1in the South Pacific combat

ecczording to the recent United Press

housands of others who will follow them into the

combatv zones are proof to ths scoffers and the

doubters, are tinually trviang to discredit the loyelty of

the nisei, that La nisi is 2 matter of the mind and heart and

ig not based on ances WESe erg fichts to gein Hublic rec-
in addition to fighting the axis.

~~Tsuyoshi lakamura
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C Jhe bus' motor be sputter immedietely dissolved into
‘(-en even hum. The hum became roar and the bus slowly moved
LJ forwerd, Only & few on the bus and their friends sceing trem

off had eyes t were dry. The crowd streamed up toward the
"tc to cztch logst glimpses of their deperti friends as the bug

moved out the gete into free e

Where were they going?

work! To colleges!  join their f=zmilies!?

Tu pleces stronge >hen ange faecos and new environments
b hopes in th rts 1ey are lecving tie project, thoip
es, 1 their isrds e BPE ¥y sot ou DT THEH

Lot Ly 1 B "t honscl ¢cn they te ¢




