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13 - Canteen No. 3 suffer8d ~4000 fire damage. 

22 - Indien skeleton f ~mnd unde1· barrack 7~~5111. . 

24 - P~,c: ect farm began harvest. 

S~ - Bill M=irut2ni awarded fi:·st :pla.ce honor in the Oratori -
c c..l Contest in t he s0~1io r D:...vision, Ruth Hijiknt2.., in 
the second divi sion . 
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SEPT. 1 - The rir,ht ·of freedom of relit;ious worst.ip sh.all nnt · bP 

jeo:;_J ::·rdized announced officia2.ly by the W ."il . 11 • • 

SEPT. 6 - Shiz Ta~-- ilci, spons0red o:- Cc::_· cteen No . 3 , elected queen 
of the Lac0r Day Festival . 102- f:)C't flat; role P!'ected 
in the c enter of the col~ny . 

SEPT.14 - Project elementar y a.nu high schools opened for 3,800 
s tucie.nts . 

SEPT. 16 - Mere than 500 l eft the Project for rut;ar beet harvest . 

·s:EJ?T . 19 - Gila River ·Jent er reside:-.;. ts eA.-pre s sed grc. ti t"J.de f or the 
Tule Lal.s grown tle.;e--t_,~:bles s'n..i~::-pe 5 to t.t..::. __ • 

~PT. 26 Shipment of 60C ~.oe:,s for tte fc.r·~- ex.-p s cted :is:r.·e . 

OCT . 2 - Rally held 3~ the oatioor stage to ~~scus s "Ni$ei ' s ~e­
spo~sibility a s Citizsns". 

OCT . o - Governo:- C. A. Spl'.J6UC a..:>1\.0d fcT a'u.ga.r bee~ la.corers i:i 
a letter to ~ro~ t Director Shir1all . 

OC? . 7 - 400 nigh school students as5isted in harvest of ?roj&ct 
r'arrr -crops . 

OCT . 12 - V . R . A. Director, Dillo::L S . Tu.Ly-0.r , v::.sited. :r~roject . 

OCT . 15 - Legal stqps !or formal re~v6fiition of 
opE-r2.~-i ve Enter;>r-isa a.s. a cor;:J.r2tio.e. 
State of JElifcrnia . 

Tu.la Lake ' s Co-
taken with the 

CCL 20 - :i\~ovh: theater ou.ilC::.ing .r.>ro j ..: C!t turned dovm in a city-
wide e l ection . 

OCi . 21 - City chart01· acc.:,pt.05.- by t~1::; oo:r:..-::uni ty couaci.l . 

0C11
• 2o - rlan.u.ing boarQ Pleet.i on held .. 

CCT . 27 .Block 4.d sc:.l0c'ted a m0de.L cor:tl!iU.::iity linit . 
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OG'i'. 31 - Harvest festiva1. ~ 

:NOV. 7 - r..rmy Jap2.ne se language' -scll.-001- at Camp Savage opened en-
listment for quali±.'i~C.. Japanes(;. -~raP_.r-ir~an.s in the relo-
cc.tion cen.ters. 

NOV. 26 - Colonists enjoyed turks y dinne r tor Thrulksgiving .. 

DEC. 4 - Project sent l nrg::;st delegation of volun.tcers to U. s. 
J..rmy school at s~vage, fuinn. 

D30. 7 - Little Theater gi~oup ~erform9d before first-nighters. 
Press Club spons0rcd Red Cross benefit dance. 

DEC. 12 - l~cre than· 2 ,000 toys donated by v~:rious churci1es and 
orf.Rnizations throughout the country receive d. her~ to 
be distribu.'ved am(me. youn6 children for Christmas. 

lbC. 22 - Harv~y M. Coverly appoint ~ d to replace Project Direc-
tor ~. L. Shirrell. 

DEC. 25 - Colonists spent Christmas qule tly attending church ssr-
vices and choir conc0rts. 

1 9 4 3 
J;J~. 8 - City council e-stt!blished judicial panel. 

J~. 13 - 450 volunteers relieved coal crew labor shortage. 

J.iJ'~ . 26 - Parent-Tencher•s Association organized at Project grade 
school. 

JJJ.;i . 30 - Secret3ry of ~Jc.r Eenry L. Stimson a:anounced the forma-
tion of specic l nisei combat t eam. 

F~B. 6 - h,rmy represent ative s arrived to recruit volunteers for 
the comb ct t eam. 

F~.. 9 - Registration of o.11 colonists beg0n e-rid Project schools 
closed to enable teaching personnel to. µsEist. Mnss 
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c.10nrance progrc...m announced. 

FEB. 11 - :First chicken egg hatched on the Project poultry ;lc~rm. 

1.Wi.. 1 - Hegistr:J.tion cf alisns beg~. 

~1~\.E . 10 -· 1ble citizen rE!gistr'l.tion e::ifed . 

rtlJ.J(. 20 - Seno.tor 1:~nllgren, o.uthor of tr.e bill to tnnsf, r c.cr~­
trol of 1:1. R .. :i.. b[_Ck to tt·::: ::irmy b8cc.us c:: e:f refortaG. 
coddling of evecu6es , visite d ths Prcj~ct. 

1i_: •. 1:\:. 26 - Shoe rc.t ioning procadur2 set -ui:. 

~.[J{. 29 - R-?d. Cross driv:.} l::.u:c.c:if:·:! to rc.ise ~~12.50 tc cu-"rJ OL t~..e 
work of tha local chu~ter • 

.. ~~~. 3 - Younc; Peo:ple ~ s Ch:ristif.:.rt e-vnference he.Li. Lc:~vv cL~::-
cnce procedure simplified • 

.. .P.R. 9 - ?lunting of' 10, CO') t::·ec.:: Bt:.rted • 

.h?E. 13 - Project clecn-up d~y. 
"' 

..:'.PR. 26 Volu_'lte-::;rs for the ::isei comb-·~ t unit gi vcn ~JSi~u::. ;.;x-
umi:10.ti"on b:y th2 ur1ny ex,:luilling tec.lm. 

1I;._7 : 5 - In a ne-v· ~clm.inistr::tive instructic.in, ~.~.R-- ~i. · ~llow"d is-
s0i to hold. 3l'3cti V·3 ofi':c·_:;s in t'ie cq·!crallii ty gov::::r·n-
m3nt . 

M~.Y 6 - Co-op reported n totc.l of unc1llcc :.::.t0d net sc.v1nz of 
~85,993.52. 

t~Y - 8 - N. Y. ;,.. o:pened vocs.tion::il ·~ r!2ip_ing opportux1ities for 25 
Tulem:i.s. 

Mf..Y 12 - Cornmw.1i t:,r ..... cti vi tia~ S3ction p;;..Mnsd: u .. s. o. for nis e i 
servicemen vi<::iti~r, the Proje~t. 





/
·-\t one of the U. S • . Army ccmps wr;.y do·.Ei sou.t~ in ~-"ississipIJ i, 
/j sqi...12·1.s. of men mci.r ched :-:'.::cut tl:e p~,T:· ... ~.s grGuLds v1·~:;.ile ...trill 

._Lf.:G3erge:::u ... ts b:J.rk~d out OTCi.G r s , " squ.c:.tds left , squo.ds ri g..~ t . 
· 0.u:t·- on t he firing . r o...."1ge the s!::"'.rp st:.cc 'lto of tl·,,3 m:--.cl1im~ f,'Ull 
'fire ·:1::1.s r::ingled. -:iri tr.:. t~J.e :1boc"-:i- boo1att of & Mortur gun . 
_..dashed m-=::.dly nrour.Ld.. 

~-bt vs so illlusu::ci.l . s.bout 3. sce:1e lil-::e ~his you mc.y :rnk . 
an ·u.suc~l r.ctivity in ~-riy · ur~ny crnnp . 

Jee_ps 

It" s 

Yes , true , but this is C':rnp She.lby , the only CC'.mp in the coun-
t r :,r c~esign:;.ted by th2 :Jr.ited '3-:r,(·~es --<.::.r :G _;p :::rt1e11t ~~s tb.a tr2in-
i ng ground :f.'or the specir41 Jaix~_nese Combo.t 1J1J.i t . And the men 
here , Pb out 4, 000 of tt.c- .:r: It.-:r-.:. 0 >_--:_.-:; vc l ~- r: L .- :T .;(: :'or tLis ti.Ei t , -:·:l~icl:. 
·w2~s c:r-s-C'..tGd "by t:1- -.-o.r :Jcr.:~rt1-.: :r..:.t L _ F'"'b.r:.. • .:: . ..::·y 1743 , ,_re -":\.n-.:;ric .J.n.s 
of J!..J.pc.!lese itr:.ce.str:.,. HYLd:J r.[:;cing i ·it::rsiv-.=; -~r~i.c.iL.; tc fight :.~uss­
ol i r.i , ~-Utl'.:~r or Tojc ;ghc:J.e-:r.;r or wter-~v:;r cr.2.ar.Jd . Cv-....,r e. 
thous<:..::1 d of tL2 ,~ --..vera r::...cri..1l t ':: 1i f'rc~n. th'-. .- te11 rl lc·c2tiun ~8 .n.ters . 
The rest of t:'..-.1. ' group ClltJ 4 , 00'.J mil~s a~"---~' f'rc.:n 52.v\·~_ii. 

-~~.rc.s t~ "·;r~ nc ArLric .. L ci~i.z.en:.:: 0f J~.: .:n-~s_; c.J.ncestry .serving in 
the Ar.n:y b·3forc th.is? .. :tty ~ne S)aci'.11 Co:ab:it TJni t? 

B~f .~re t~1- c~tt°t"i:!:'-:.:::·~c _, ~ tt ·. Al.ff i:: :-ac:il,100r , th..::re ·.-r..: re C.Vin'OX- .- 4 

im:.:..t ~·_, ::_:,., 5 , OCO 11i s.;i s cJ_ -.l.l. ' .i.'S in t "-13 -Cni t0d Stc.tas .&rrny . ~Th:is 
fi gt~.r1; r 2pr :?s n:ts V:k' l?rs c:2 t p8rc.n.ltc.g.::; iL. proportion to all m.1-
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tionali tit:-S--Til"~.) 'The bulk of them came t ·rom :the Pacific Coast -' · 
and were serving in the various branches of the .fu'my at ·man-y of· 
tte camps situated. along the coast. Tl.ey trained si.de by side 
with their i'ellow Am.e:dcan soldiers. 

·When war came, the army did not know what attitude to take· 
concerning the J~psnese .American soldiers . in their midst. If the 
nisei soluiers were sent to the Pacific Combat .A:~ea, how could 
they be differentiated from the soldiers of Japan? What of the 
atti tu.de of the Caucasian soldiers? There vrnre many other puz-
zling Questions. Until some solution to this problem could be 
found, nisei soldiers training in the combat branches of the ser-
-.nco ':rnrs transfer-red to non-cor:ibatant g1·oups. A large percent-
age of them were shifted to the medical corp division. Subse-
q_uently all nisei soldiers on the Pacific Coast were ·transferred 
to cam:ps in the ~Hd-l'fest. Simultaneously, General DeWitt, com-
manding officer of the -western Defense .Area, proclaimed that Am-
er-icen soldiers o.f Japanese ancestry vrould be barred fron the 
coastal area. This vms done to eliminate any possibility of a 
spy hazard. The Paci.fie Coast was jittery with invasion fe ar. 
The coast was in the grip of a y;ar hyste::-ia. 

Those who regortad to the Selective Ssr~..:ice Board as their in-
were told that the Army was not accepting nisei 
at the :present. l 1:any volunt eersd but received 
All nisei were autoraatically pls.cod in the 4-C, 

duction turn c~me 
into the service 
the same answer. 
aliens, anc 4-F , 

:physically unfit, classification. 

N l SE t COMBAT T EA M-. 
(\ fei,; months after the outbreak of the war, evacuation cf all 
/~\Japanese. - alions anu citizens alike~ trom the coastal area, 0-\ .. vas ordsred b:; c,e::tcral De\'li tt. Subsequently all were placGd 
in ton i a la..nd relocation cetl ters. 

During their confinement either in the assembly cent8rs or 
later ir: th:; relocation centers, the ni soi sent hundreds of 10t-
tcrs to the sccretc.:.ry of War arid even tc the Prosidcut of the 
United states, asking that they b..e allowed to serve in the .ArlilY. 
But the ~~sw8r •ims always th8 same, "The ·war Departmc~t does not 
at the p~escnt time contempl&te taking nisei into the armed fo~­
ces of the country." Ple.inly tho V/ar Department, had not as yet 
fo:rnied o.n;-{ d0fini te policy in rog~rd to Jc.panesc-Ameri C:::.:U'1.S of 

rn.ili trry age. Their loyalty questioned, denied. even c. chQUCO to prove their 
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loyalty~ the nisei becar.:.e wrapped up in their sense of grievances 
an.d li vea an apathetic life wi_thin tile confine of the centers. 
The nisei joY.:ingly referred to their 4-C and 4-]' classifications. 
But beneath thsir bariter one could discern a note of :resentUJI3 rt t 
and bi tt ernes.s. 

In such environrnont, Secretary of War Stimson on January 28 
suddenly proclaiTued, "Plans have been cornpleted for a .nation-wide 
vol:mtar:r induction of .American-born Japanese now in i:he ten re-
loce.tion canters and else-Nher.e in the United Stat"es and the Ha-
waiian Island.s. Loyql Americans of JB:panese ancestry will compose 
a s:pecial unit. in the United States Array. T~1is action we..s taken 
following study by tho We.r De:gartment of many earne.st requests by 
loyal .American citizens of Japanese .extraction fer the org<:::.niza-
tion Of D. special ;.mi t Of . the .Ai-my {n Wh.i C.h they C011ld have their 
she.re in the fight again.st the .ndior. 's er.er:1ios. 

"It is the inherent right of every f°cJ.i thful citizen, regard-· 
10ss of . a.n~E;stry, to b e2r crrr..s in the nation's bnttle.. When ob-
stacles to the free ex:pr0ssior:1, of that right are impo'scd by emer-
::;ency consideration, those barri ::rs should . o-s · r~uroved an soon as 
humanly :l;Ossibls. Loyalty to country is a voice that. must be 
h eard, and I am glad that I am now able to giv~ .ac·ti ve. proof that 
ttis basic A'-:12rica.n belief is not a casualty of war. 

ns"j cps .w.ust bs taken to de t ,0rmine those i.cdi viduals .in w~-:_:;11 

t '..1~ United States can placs full trust and confide.ric&. Tne ques-
·cior..nairG is a means to that Gr:d." 

Plainly this was an . inti tiul st up Ll a p~og:ram. to r s.stor0 the 
nisei ba.ck into normal comiilu.ni ty life ·;;here thoy could share the 
lot of the general public. Tho. qu.e;:;tic..:-1na:rB and tho Combat Umt 
were the keys. But before . this c9uld be done, their loyalty had 
to be detcrniD.8d first, for the go'Trn:rn:ncnt waR fully aware that 
·che1·e wc;re so.me; '~w:wsL; ties ui th tho Japanese Em:?ire were such 
as to disqualify' ths.m for posi ticns of trust in this colrntry." 

On.a of thG ni s0i ':;-:; reacti ens to tl:•::: a:1 eounco:w.eD.t 1Ha.s that of 
confusi on anci the y :r ail0cl to see the gr :.:.vi ty of the issue b·3forc 
~h·::rn1. E):p0:·2. L.nces of th ~ past yoo.r ranldt.. d in their minds, and 
they hesi tatcd; th1~y clou.bt8d; t hoy c"~qu :::· stiOL .. ,d. 

?lace o..riy o"ther gro'.l~ undor simila.r oxperiGr..C t;; and the r8action 
,·would hdve u0Jr.L :;h...; se:Jile. For, aft e r all, the basic emotions of 
hlunan beings ar·0 all i:;he sam.e rcgerdless of ro.cial di fferencGs. 

Far sighted nisei leaders as well as the WR.A Ad.rni nistraiive 
staff pointed out tl.:.o ncrious:ic.ss of the ie:cue at stalm. nrne 



72 
· whole future of the ni soi in the United 'States is at stake," they 
said. 

"You are on the spot, you must look forward and not backward. 
For your mm sake ye>u can't let the bitterness and hurt in your 
hearts blind you to the tremenQous irrr~lications of your refusal 

: t o cooperate. The people on the outside will not know :.,rour rea-
son. T:iey will siiil~ly think, "There, t~iat proves it. ~e izvacu-
ation ·was necessary and right. Those people are- disloyal. Look 
they won't even join our sons to fight for democracy." 

"The :peo~)le on the outside do not :::.now of your loyalty and 
therefore the success of the govBrnment's program is of the ut-
m.ost importence. You should be thi:ihng of your duty to your 
country rather than the rights which have been ten~orarily sus-
!Jended d'J.O to exisercies of war. Establish your loyalty first, 
then your rights will be tl:at r.....ict. easior to recover." 

JHE AN~WER 
c-.:Jhe governmen.t patiently v.rai tod for t!'le verdict which 1ifas -to 

Ii decide the :t'uture of the nisei in the United States. v:ere 
w they still loyal in s]i ta -- of tJ.;.c bi t-::.:::r exporience-s wh:iph 

they had undergone or hµd the strain on their loyalty -~ee~ too 
groat? Th0_ V0lu.._'1.tsor Co:n.bat had bco;_-i endorsed by 'the .President oJ .. 'tl{e 
United States. Cn February 1, he had written to the Secretary of 
.~ar Stimson endo:rsing tl'w :plan. and attesting to its ~"..igh. p~rpo'ses 
in these words; - HJ am gl&d to- observe that the -.~·ar Department, 
the ·:Tavy Depe_rt:ient, the ~mr i..;anpower Commission, the Departme,nt 
of Justice, and the -.~er ~lelocation .;\uthori ty, a::::-e collabo~at:ing 
in a J?rogram which ·will c:.ssure the o:ppoTtwJ.i ty for all loyal ~­
ericans, including .America"ls of Ja~.rn-l--iese ancestry, to serve their 
country at a time ;.·Jhen the fullest nnd wisest use of our r.'lanpotver 
is -all-important to the war effort." 

The c..nswt:ff came · in slowly and then ge.ined momentum e.s the 
issue before the nisei became clarified. Lec.ders, wl'.l.o took a 
long range vievr of the situation plee.ded in behalf ·of the future 
vrelfe.re of this r..::.cie.l minority. 

At ~.J.nidolG?._ :FLloce.tion Center, 300 vohm te;:,rc;;d. This group 
represented. - 19 :per ce.at of eligible males of mili tc.ry age. .Al-
though the other centers did not hc.ve e.s i1igh c. f'igure as 1bni-
dokn, Lr'Lly. officials e~:pressed satisfaction with the results ob-
tained. 



Nisei soldiers in training or fighting at the front and the 
volunteers are all of one opinion in their determination to dis-
pel ·the· doubts a~1d. suspi"Cions about their loyalty to the country 
of their birth. ;.I1hey had to justify the faith placed in them by 
·libe1"'al .minded army offic2-als as well as otllere v;ho had worked di-
ligently to .wake tlli s op:portani ty 11ossi ble. A volunteer from the 
Top2.z R~location Center wrote: · 

"I t.ave volunteerec becaus-e l. t is r::y firm con.viction that the 
···destir:y or· the .Japanese .rlmerican people is here in .America. 

·-·"I' am us .cuch e.mbi ttsred as ai.--iy other ev.scuee :\'hen I consider 
hov,; our ra.c·e ·Nas singled out to be upr:Joted from our hoilles, farllis, 
husin.esses on the Pacific Coast and :~'.-}rded behind barbed wire 
fence·s, eve.:: thm.:.g..>i we are k:eri~&n citize!!.s and our :paran.ts are 
law-abiding :pione0rs who have been denied citizenship by the U.S. 

· :is.tur2li ze.t ion laws. 
· nneyote tha utmost of ourselves to this cau20, aarl not let 

the dL.::·lmess of our )rec0nt si. tU.f',ticn o-:i.. ... our gri.S"l"ances preven~ 
u~ fl'om :proYi :g om' ·::c.rt1::i be:':rr~e the ~yes of. ti1e .A.4~·ri-c~ y.iblic." 

.h.not~1er 2-etter from a nisei se:rvi;tg as interp:eet-01~ in tte Sol-
:;rrJ.r: lsle.~1ds to his f c~: .~.;r i:.st ::-,:.1ctor ::..t Canp Sci-r1eie .r-eflects the 

_ Si:iliJB sp:j_ri t. 
"I h&ve a good cnar:c 3 oi' not co~ning out of -c:1 i alive an~ I 

tsll . you ttat I don't r::a.~1d dyi.ng bu.t I wcr:r. 't S"t&n.d for .:mycne un-
doing all of the wo1"'k thut you, crar cle.s~.r...atE:s U.i.l.-d ~l.l .:;f us are 
doing." 

~:hon Jr.pc-_:i att;..:..r:!~cd }i~::-:'1::..ii , .n::.soi memb8rs of thG ~k.tiorial 
Gu.eras rusb.ed ovt to tl16 field :..illd DD.lrn.eQ. ms.china guns in d8fense 
of' th~ Is1a.:::.ds. 'J.i2ree Ir'.8P:be,i-s of tbis e;rou~) recently received 
recogni-~ior ... from the ·Ja· De~art.::i!Eut. ::?crn.e:.:- .:d.ssi l:::..eir.bers of the 
Ra'Na2.:La:i ~fati_o.:ic:l G·1P.:'(~ , a.bout 1,000 o~ them. fil"'e n0w on the main-
l:l.f.:..1 t::-.::-a.i.:.-::i~:g f8r r:.cti. V8 CC~'lb3.T. dut:r • 

.t_bou·c 175 soleii s rs are se:cv1ng in the S0uth f'acii'i c corr.bat 
zoco c_c~-:.:ic_:: os inte::.-:;rct~ra, c:.c~ordinc; t: t:te recent United :?ross 
di spat ch . 

'I':':e:.r ':U:'l th8 th'JUS8!1(1.s cf o-:hers -:IJ~O Will follow thsm into the 
VJidely sce..tte:.::'ed co:!:bat zo:1es a::::.·e ~rocf' t o j~he scoff~rs 8.!ld tl"ie 
doutt 3rs, "Aho 2.re C )r.t .:..n~ :;.s.J. ly tT•ri n3 tv cii2cred.it t~ie loyelty of 
t:1e n~:::;e,-:_ , t>-:.t .. t .. ,1~r".C'"'':.i~l:" is ?_· .sx~tei ... o f tlrn r··r>1d 2:1.d. }i.cJ.rt and 
i~ n. .:=it ;;2, .j c l o~: uL.;c;:t.L'> :::~~62·~ m·e f~g~t: ·:i.[~ t0 sc:.:.i'"l )Ublic rec-
o~ni tion. cf th~s fact j_n. addi tton to fighting th'-'· axis. 

--'rsuyoshi ~:c.i<:amura 
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c--; he bus ' nctor bOSEL.:. to S)Uttcr &:1ci i..rrnedie.tely dissol70d into 

Ur en 'ove'1 hum. Th 0 hu:-: bece...m.e c.. roar arid the bus s l ovrl:r .. I'lOY8d 
I fo i· .. . - ~~d . Or .. l~.,. c:.. -I:cw or_ th'J bus 2~d thei r friend~ scein-:; tr.em 

off hci_d eye.:::: t11c_t vvero dry . TL.c C.t' OVvd. strccmed up towar d the 
gr to tC' c c:.. tch l e- st c,li::ip s es of thei.r de.pc.rting friends Q8 the bv_s 
r~oysd out· the [c.tc c1d :'._nto :Lr.:~cdc r .. • 

-vrnorc vrnre they going? 
T~ ·:wrk! ~c c:::i l l0gcs ] Tc j-oin their f~~nilics ! 

T~; j?lr...:.ces strc.:1130 tc tb.cm--2t::..'21co f ~cos <:.:.nd r:c~i'r e~-:vi:ro ::.m.c.r:. t s 
.;...--Fi-th r.OIJCS i::-.:. thoir hecr+,s ; tbey '2rC l c::vin[' ti::.G yr02e; c t , ttcir 

- :'r: _T~l: cs , :::i.r,c. th,::ir fri r;r.ds . T~io~... rr:. v c. 1y s ::;t cut fer t1'C~' be-
L ov0 tr.1.r-_t or.ly ·cy rolocc.ti.:-:G t h·:...ri1s0l '1Gc cc..r:. th._;:,.- c e ~ :!..' C:i)~~::--'"'G. -=:o r 


