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wide. While the others ara fro~ 20 to 25 feet wide, and house 
from four to six persons. The only furniture in the bare room 
are army cots and in some cases steel cots. Closets, tables~ and 
chairs had to be fashioned or.~ of scrap lumber by the evacuees 
themselves. Consequently, during June there were mad rushes for 
scrap lumber dumped at one eµd of the city. Construction, how- ·· 
ever, ceased in June and sc~ap lumber became unavailable for the 
late comers. Colonists gained some valuable experience and skill 
in furniture mak:.ng. 

The problem, however,_ was one of privacy. In most apartments 
the best that could bo...,done was to make screens to Partition the . l - .• 

room since there wasnit enough - lumber for partitions. Young 
children made too much noise in the one-room apartment; visitors 
were always dropping in. It was probably the most difficult for 
the high schoo.l pupils trying to concentrat~ 011 their homework. 
For the young lovers and the newly-weds, lack of privacy was a 
hardship. Fortunately most . newly-we d coupl~~ were able to move 
into smaller apartments by them~elves. · 

Al though the mercury dropped below zero during the winter time, 
it did not cause much hardship on the colonists, since the walls 
were lined with sheetrock and there was plenty of coal to feed 
tha huge army stove provided in_each apartment. 

Clothing did not present a great problem to the people. At 
fi~ many parents of large families were iiVOrried because their 
children v:ere wearing out clothes too fa~t, atld they diQ. not have 
the means of ~eplacing them. This was solved# howe-rnr, when _ the 
WRA began to issue clothin~ allo~-ances monthly to each working 
person, the lar.__est amount of $3.7.5 going to adults. Very few 
people dress up during the V·Ieek, except ministers, teachers, and 
a few office workers. liany girls wore slacks, and the boys ran 
about in jeans and cords and work shoes. Only to church, parties, 
weddings and funerals did people wear their Sunday clothes. Ev-
eryday clothin~ needs could be satisfied in the cooperative store 
Hi thin the Project, but many people made use of the mail order 

~house to purchase clothes they desired. 

POLITICAL ORGANIZ.ATtON 

Li
o look after the welfare of its residents each block has an 
evacuee who is selected as the block manager by the adminis-
tration. He is responsible :for distributing the mail, making 

announcements, answering questions, receivin5 complaints. holding 



4l 
meetings and slecti"ons . · .i . .Jhile he is the liaison officer of the 

sa.rile ti:ne, t~·l.3 :t:a.rid:,. nan for the admiaist"ration, he· is, 'at the 
blocL. L.:;_ vd-:;l<.i.s qonliidr;.rrable inf'lu·3lice among his bloc~ people ; 
but oluck manabvl;;~ as a· group has not developed po] i ticn.l l-:'Ol·rer . 

So-ca .. ileu self- u .. ;•rer:c .. rnent is l eft in the hands .of nisGi re:pre.:.. 
sent at ivr~9 , ~c:lec·i::;eu o·He f'ro::1 ea.ch olock •. T~~ese re1resentat i ves, 
calle ci th.;; c_;_ty Council, (T:...e Cit~· Conrcil ·was d.issoJvc.-~J.in March . 
At tLe tine· of the 1Jublicaticr:. of -"-,:;i::; book , a ~-1 ew :o:..~· 1•ras under 
consi .:...'"'r::....c ic ...... . --.Lil.. I.1.vt;:; .), a11r.::. ~ .. teeli 1,;reekly to discuss corr.c·n.uni ty 
proolem3 ~ .J.

1he VV,i0r . 01 ::>elf- gover nment is li··:i ted to What t he 
Pro jGct Diructvr o::.: ins-;,.t..'L·tctions from the cei·.tral VffiA office 
woulc, a.J..lvv:. S".'Lc: c~-=..is:r or n1ain work of the councilmen is lLni ted 
to invss't ig&tir.Lg and.. t,aJ....;::ir..;.~ to the ric.;ht autrori ties the '·1roblems 
Of th~ vV~CU3~S arisiug in ~he ?roject . A Judicial Committee has 
oe0n SGt U~ to tr:f ..:.;eopl3 for loc sJ .. ·:.ist·1 ·rtar::_~3E . 

Gna serious shor~co~i~g 
Si. :-:-;;~ -the is: Ji do 

not have n voic8 i!l. t b is go7er1:i·::_; ~JJ0-~ , t _ai::::- ;_ ~- 1 lor:.s ·J..:'·~ con-
sl..dered by the council~nan in a r,., ,.._..,1 1~..:::- ·1:')';ti·1z c:' C'::.rr (\ ~= r ~pre 
sente.ti1;::;s -:;ithin tlP block . ~-=ost c:::' t:'." .. s::-:: ::::·o:·:':J3an.t.et~71s , us-
l-;.ally .Kl1ovm as advisors , are iss3i, a;!l_d .. ::::.:....~J c.b::..3 ·co li..'1Ve '.~ C.-1.e of 
tb..ei r O:Qinions expr essad tb.1..,ol.1..S}.1. th~ .c'1t·~~('iL~an . ~"J:.1sr_ ~1 .~::-:~por

tant i2sue arisa:s ·:;it~1in ·LilJ.3 CoWl.cil, ~o'...::1cil:· -::: u~-1~1'..y s .:d it 
is ··aclvisaoJ:e ·to consult the b'l "'~\: ad..1ri...so:-s ar:~ ·')3orl·; Gt :::.. c.1.o~~r 
1:1t:le-1.Ji:i.1g before c·umin.:...s .to 8. d•.;cist01:i . :2-Lcx-.> .'.'·::c~:::...11~.~ ::L .. '':l L2~·:..1l..l] 
d,mJ.L..c.t;;;d b~' issei, ti.'10 nisei beinf~ .'.:;onvr' .. •2.ly ·toe ~.-:yu_r1;.· ts .:--:.."J.st ·;r 
to_:/:; c11e..c anou . ..ll int ere st. 1 rom the -i_r r :::-."1 ks to ~-1oim tt ~; ir ~nic ~:::: 
L.:dlut.::ntLil . Con.s0quj ~:tly ' \!v:l101lCl .. i C r iESUL s ;.r 3 or ;.Ji..2.621-t b:ck ~ J 

t.:...:.0 olcc~i:: , tl.u d .. c.:_sions ;:r0 .iilOstl:r ~-11c..d.0 ·..::·:r th._; iosoi. 
If ·thur0 &hould h3 o..!(.T dis:J.-;:-i)rovo.=.. t 0 t!•o -1.oci..s::'....o:.1 .td::i by tlv-

COP .. n .. cil a r0for~l~dun1 by c..ll tt.os ,:; :::..1Jo-r0 16 i s :10ld to C.0cid·3 t~:0 
i_ssuo. 

Bocnuso Of tt..3 Sdrious shortcomin-::; Of -':;J..13 s:)·1...ricil , :.--~ re >r..3 '.:nn-
t·-~tiv0 l>od-v,. i'ur tt..0 i·C!s,::-,1· c .. 01, a.- t~1 ~, n- ·· 

• ., ....., ~ , ~...i.. ........ ~ ~ ._, J J .. o..n:n!l_-; ]OJ.:i..1 ~l , n:.--~s cr ... atJd 
.by Ghe COlLlJ..cil in Octob,. ,,... ~-,.. · - ·+ t 

...; .... • 1•£.l...i.8 1 v v:~:s o be G...YJ. c.d7isor:r ~ofi.:r 
tb tn,; .. Cuu.ncil o.nd the ndi11L..1istr~~tioE , it fu.::~ctio:10d i.::t :l\.J:l:..i t-T 

.. 0s. 2.nothor Cour:cil , in-:estig::-.tinr-~ co·~.:.-::-; 1-· .. i:-.:.ts ·,,,.-'i .. ··or.·in - u-1 ch ..... r· '"'"'~ 
· ~ · · ,,,_ -'- ' _ ...... -- ~-'-b () .!.. J.~ ~~ f...ov· ' 

t::J...l'd SAt -r..1 i;1g r~i"'· · +e 'rn· "'O · · 
- ~ .J- ~ , ..... 

0 _·,Jv s . .:..t.:.2 l rot·,i::.G tc;~".l::;ora::!:'J Cot;.i.J.0i l 3.·...iO)t:3d a 
chn:rter v;hi~h ~':as a:-nro..,..r"c1 b:,.. -'.:;~; -p·.;opl c . 3y it, ·_:10ng otjer 
tjings, fO\lr r:~~;::· ::;se.;:-.i.t:.t i-:r ·:-3 "'ilC.?':'3 31·:>. c:tt:'d :-r:-rom oacb. i.Jo.rd , thus 
el..i:::1in·:....t i l1..g t~a-; sy.-:;t;; i o:' ~1avi:1;; on~ councilma::i L.·0.:..1 0.:.:~h :..iluck. 
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These four became res:ponsi ble i:.-q the ward as the uni f ccun;po"Sed ·of 
so many blocks as already describe~. 

The$e political groups never wiel~ed a great deal of power, 
and never aroused much interest on the ~art of political -ciiques. 
Interest in the JACL was very weak, and in February J.ACL leaders 
had just begun to ·discuss ~lan.s for a Tule !Lke ·char~er . Their 
plans were upset, however, when the registration issue arose, 
The Civil Liberties Leag1.ie, a nisei organization to fight for the 
rights of the Citizens, made its appeara~ce recently. Tho kibei · 
he..d no or!!aniz2.tion of their own, and organized themselves spon-
taneously ~at the time of the rcgistraticn. The other nisei, ex-
cej_Jt for a few councilmen, showed very li ttlo interest in poli_ti-
cal activities. · 

In time of extreme emer8ency the J!eople themselves usually 
took u~1 the issue, selecting their· own negotiati-ng committee to 
settle th~ matter. This ha)~ened at the time or the farm strike 
in .A.u€;,ust when ti~e farmers c·arried. on their :protest· agaii1st the 
e;xi sting food - shortage. In October the mess halls carried 0 n 
their ovm negotiatio:1s for fairer tre:::tme:at, a.rid brought the· is-
sue to a :pecceful settlement. Dur-ing the regist:;:-ntion iii -Fe bru-
ary~ both the Council and the :i_;1n.nning bo&rd resi.gned,leavin g 
the mctter of negotintions 2nd choice of registering u, to the 
:;.eople ~ the.::aselves. Tnis lc::ck of loc.ders Dna :chG.u1els through 
which to curry on negoti2tions left the people susco~tiblo to 
l8c..c1e:::.-shi:P by rnbble-rouscrs, ,_;rhose jud;;me!lts 7icre not f'lW:J.yS rn 
the best inte1'est of the people. Becc~use of these fe..ctors, con-
di~ions pf mob_-rul~ __ 1:r2.s so!11etimcs seen in times of emergency. At 
no time, hOVIGV0r, WP.S it IlCCGSS ,~l'~T to c2ll in ~the mill tary· polfoe 
beer.use all issues wore suttled poe.cefully. After all, the out..:. 
bursts were like fcmily quc_Tels, irri tc::..ting, but w:lthout dis-
rui)ti~-g the generr.l flovv of c.cti vi ties .. 1·1ri thin. the ~roject-. _· 

ECONOMIC ORGAN l2Al10N 

1
--ic.onomic . conditions within the i= .t"OJ·ect ·Jresents a novel situ-r- . ~ . 

I 
:J [.tio~ - for' · the · ·e~r..;.cuees- . In· ~he first :plf.,ce, the Hc.ge _scnl~ 
L 1wc.:.s .first . set c.t ~12, _ ~16 P.nd 'iP19 for unstilled, skilled end: 

;;rof essionc.l workers, re.s)ecti vely. This was lc=-.ter che~rig~d so 
that most :i.~eo)le recei vad ~16 , while a fevv ~rofessio.:-ial workers,· 
such as doctors and teachers and evacuees in_ key josi tions, · ~1.9 a 
mo~th. The standard for _work was ·s __ et _ as 44-1}.our~-~·rnek as for ~y 
feaeral em~loyee. · · 



As a pplicy of the ·:RA,. all pri v:?-te enterprise was prohibited • 
.At fj_rst · a conmuni ty enterprise di visior.. was set up terroorarily 
to rum cantce~s ., bar"be.r shop·, magaz'ine ·sta;_1d , bo2uty s~1cp, shoE: 
shop, radio sho~), and viatch shop. In lJeceD1ber this was taken 
over b~,r the Coo::-erBti ve Enterprises, a coo:perati ve orc:anization 
with ov0r 6000 evacuee monibers pe.ying a r.;.eru.bcrshiI iee oi' $1 
each. . Over $100 ,000 worth of business i.s handled rlonthly by the 
Coorcr2ti vc E::.te:.':pricos ·:1hich i~ self-sur:Jcr-:inc;. ·f.11 of the 
rqutine work is clone by ev2.cuees, who· are :paiC:. the :21·0 j ect wage 
sccle. Pclicies of the Co-op are sot by a Board ·of Directors of 
14 evn(?ue8s a::ld one rep:2esentati VC Of tl:e c.d.i11ini strnti V8 person-
nel., who aru aJ..so allowed to become .rr ... 0!;1bers. One issei and one 
nisei directors -c.re st:.18cted f:".'cm. ec-.~~-1 o'!.' ~t'e scv8n i.'!e..~d oase.m-
hlies, wl1ic.h i.u t1.,...lll are n:ude u:r of ons isso:i. end ::r .. u n . .:.sei re-
Drese~tati ven fron each block. 

1'.he c.veragc ma::."k-u.;> is d~o~t 12%; b 1t £.fter ~ .. sts a:rc pnid 
the oveT-char;e amounts to· about t)%. T.1:ia mc..kc,~ -'.,he oo.at 'f goods 
to cu3tor::crs consid,:.!re.bl? lt::ss tb.ar· ·::1 the m:t~"!.d.e.. Thie over-
cL~T§,C is . tc be returned 'to t":E;; custo.tiKr: .. 's .:.c~o:rs.,in& to ~,;;. nc::i.oui1't 
cf pc:tronag0 in 2cco.rde.nce: to r 'ogular co-op pririCh)les. ·.:·;rips fu.""B 
being us ed. to reco:::.·d J!Urc: · .;:;;. _:3 , a..::i.d t:-;.sir uss hes "jee ::1 made com-
pulso:cy to incre&s0 the aE.ount o:' tc..x-fre~ L1C0l.:ie tu 1)..; ~stri
buted L·.s d..i. vidends. 

The cc,.mor:iic organizat.i..on .:i th.:.~ t'1~ ~frc~vct ::--~as fl :··_!.C;;.:i tate d 
changes L1 the atti tudti of tht;; .iJ~p,l~. TI:.e uni.:Z0rL ~ ;4,e '-+il.i the 
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coo:pc,rc~ti vo typo of cntcrpri£A -0..::..:..vc roduc.ed the di ff eron<?,G._ in the. 
occE1crtlc stctas of people . 
c..s anr other , as f a:r as his 
some people have felt ~hat 

Tile :pccrrest Gvncucc is e..bout ns ri cl 
l:..f'e witliin the Project is concerned . 
this lack of difference was ideal . 

Also, except :'or men in key ~ositimp , -.µiany :t_a-:.-e· lost initiative 
in vrn1 king Y1ar6. , a teal t J..'oT which J~:pc..uese viere known . Since 
one job pays as much as anotb.e_r , an.a a joo of one kind or another 
i s ·net· difficult to 0st , tl':,::;:;:'e i_s a ssnsc of sGcu.:-ity on tho :part 
cf ·t:-ie -.,-mrke.:r.1 s , even ii' he Q.oes no_-i; ·v1_ork hard. . This sort of at-
ti tuds is "leading mc.n~~ evacuees intc a i'rarne of mini wt.ere they 
do .:.1ct ·...rent vO · shi .:t :L'ol' 
r ather remain "wards" of ·the 
for them. 

t :b.cr:-isel •·es and. take r _;_ sks , but would 
c,over11.!rlent until _sor:--~ething turns up 

REL l GiOUS ACTIVlTlES 
r :h0 orgr.:11ization of ::::eligio:.1s acti vit~r within tho P:i.ojec~t of 
- , ,- 15 , 0JC l,eo~lc is unique . In ~;ite of ~vhd f&c-u tl:a~ _residoi.t.ts 
U have cor.:e irom scattered sections of the coast a.11d f1·om a.11 

d.en.c:n:n2.ti ons , there ai e c:il., tvro larbs chll:::::-ches- - tl:e Cb.ri zt: an. 
1fo.ion Cha1·cL. ~~d the :a-~ddhi st C~llrch . ~hds_0 COLJIU:u.-r:ii-'cy ci:llrchcs 
hc.v3 bcc~1 o::::gA.r+i zed. -:,·Ji th a :..1:iniimrn: of friction bet"..;,' eon. O.en.cmi.:.ia-
-;;ior .. s , a2.d ha-;:;· -bcon c.cti 70 in .. r.i.:1i storinG to thu r~li§,ious a.r..d 
recreationc._l need.s or th-_; church go0rs . A;.;. nffN incvmin§., group 
carr.e i;:: , room we.s made for thorn in tho cht1r ch structure , .rr,_akL-1g 
l&Ef;8 cocm .. m.:.. ty c:1u.rchss :possi bl--; . 

'I'tlO C' :iistisr:. c· lA.rch is made up of p~··otestant dcnomine.tions--
r::.i::-1ly i..::;-thcd.ist , I1.<:?tj_sts, P:;:-osbytoric.:..1!:: , E i :~co)alions 1 Salva-
tioi~ .P,r.rry L1C.c:r;3:J.Cior...ts . 11he: Catholics an.Ci t:·.:.e S:..;•;untb. Ds.y Jii-
-~cnti st s ~oli:.1 thoi ·r- orm scr"Ti ccs scps.T2toly . The T•.:.lo I_.eJ<.:c Uaion. 
c>x.rch is gc7J:r:.:.cd oy 8. Boe.rel of St'JW:J.rds CO!',l= OEC~ of ~i:.;ht issoi 
Tie.rd stO."iE'..rds , their socrotc.ry and trcA3.sm. er , ci[i;,~1t nisei wc:.rd 
s-s·:.r.r2.::..·us , th(;ir s::~c:~ctcr~' enc. troasurc11

, e.:.10. t;:rol vc IT'J_ni st c rs . 
1.L1C..0r t~.:.o ~:-rc:..rd stmrc._·ds t:1Grc ere block st .:-c.;ci·ds ~.Jh<J hcl:;;; to tc.ke 
c::::.:re of i:<..cidcx~.t ~ 1 busi:::.ess in co~1tc.ctinG cb.uTch mcmours . 

Th0 2.Cti1Titi0s of ~ho church ur(~ di·.-idcd L-_t:J k .. osc f'o~ tho 
i ssoi c.:id tl.1osc i'or the .:ii s .. ~i . }'or thu i ss0i thu 0m_:::-_asi s is on 
r1Jligion . In each i_rnrd there is r.. sur_d-:-.y mor-.:1i.:1g •,:wrshi:y , c:-. 

:EiblG Stt:dy c~c.ss 0.:.1 su.n.cle .. y L- vsning , ul.0. c. I-rc:.~:c:r l·iE>...;tiag 011 Wod-
.'.losdr.:/ evo::i2g . 

:'or the .:.1i sci , on SUi.1.d2.y r::or.:.iia;;s t~1orc c.Te ";mrsti:;;; scr'"'.~i ccs -> 
c.11d Su!ld:::.y School c lnsses throughout tho FrcjGct .: . .'or tl.10 Y8Tious 
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age groups--36ginner s; Prima1"ies, Juniors, Inter.mediates, Ser.i.-
iors, College of Life. In tne evening fellorlSb::Q me~tings a re 
held in four different places, and speeches on cultural topics 
and music are emphasized • 

. The 3ucldhi sts have a similar church, except for the fact that 
their activities are not so nurr.erous as those of the Christians , 
They have their Sunda:-r Schools on S:.A.nday mornings in each Vlard, a 
SU.nd.2y 7.mrship serv2. ce for e.dul ts , in ti::e afternoo~, end evsnir.:.g 
ser;ices for 2 .. ciu:i.ts on Sunday and Tharsday. Corresponding -co the 
Christian fellmrnh:i.p,. the Yom1g Buddhist Association, composed of 
ni .ssi , hold. .servi ·J-es in tv:o diffei-·e21t ;:laces . E~;:cept for the 
s arrnons , which are delivered by issei l1riests, these Y33A s e rvices 
a.::;:-e b .. eld en-t:;irr;.l:;- in E:..igli sh. J?ro s;r:::-..;~is 2.r-9 usually composed of 
-the sc:r:-mcns , gatllas (hyim1s), c.~ speech by e.. YBL. i:--.el:"1ter, readinss, 
and soma sort of light entert2in.ment put on by membe::."'s . Sines 
eva'::!v_2t ion, ni s'3i Buddh~ sts hc::'l0 . t(.'r:0:~ cv0r E. e_;r3e..t deal o:f tho 
control of their mm servic0s <::Jld he:ve :rkucricanizecl" them a 
gr02.t dee..l using English whc~:-e tl:·Qy f o::.mor l:r 1.ised Jape.nei:::e. 

--J 2fil~S S2:...:od.c. 
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r t is ec:;,_rly spri::ig in 'I'ule Lc:,ke. During the lo_1g ni~h·c, the 
: \ __ cold c.tmos~here desceri.dedon the earth leaving a silvery white 
LJ coe.ting ·c-r frost and ice. .5".nd v!i th the first clc:-1ging 8.lld 

clasllin{::: bee:.t of the breo.kfc.st gong, sleepy Tult.:u11s b egr.::.IJ. their 
slov-1 :process of beginnin.g c.. new dny. It is seven & .m. i!~·i .:T. and 
scmi-dLri.:::, but ertificinl lig:""ts cut t:1rvv..5:i the cc..ze of a new 
morn as a clat·cer of feet, noisy coughil'lg, ru:ming ·water, · and the 
ba~ging of barrack doors becon.e f~equently louder. In the dis-
tance there is the muffled sound of a truck, and within the block,. 
resi'cTent.. J_)eople greet the day. 

Steppi~g into the b~ightly lighted mess hall, partially cons-
cious r.ie ss .attendents manage to a:p::_Jease the ap_._)eti tes :of the ear-
ly morning breal<fast seeker. It isn't strange to see the first 
six tables hurriedly occupied by twenty or thirty elderly males •. 



4'7 
Men who [lave risen with the crow of the cock; yes, they are farm-
ers and the nine months c he..11ge of mode !J.a·s not altered their pai~
ticular habit pattern of thirty years . Consistent as dawn , these 
men start their day in the early still of morning . Se ated behir.d 
the early risers are a nurnber of farmers ' :rri ves and th~ir chil-
dren, but the mass march in as the farmers leave their tables : 
s chool chil'iren , city folk , and young nen qnd vromen ·gr1mblL1g and 
s leGpy occupy the remaining tables . Trii s is the beginning of a 
day in Tule L-:..ke . 

Graduall~r about ei2;1-.;.t a.m. one by one, in coupl3s , or in groups 
of six or eight, - workers leave the block for their indi vidual 
destinations . Garbed in overs~- ;;:od " g « i. '~ j ean . .s , sh0e s, cerpen-
ter' s ovi~ralls , ,.iJOOJ jackets , a'1.C. fiel6. ca-;;s , ssven :au.gL.i.ng and 
joking issei rJen of fifty to sixty years of at-~'3 sauntered b :l . 
The faces 7rerc fa:'Tlil~ e . ..r--farrrlers t-~1 .. :. ~· d cerpcn~.ers . 

"Good morning,~'- I greeted the gr,Jil.P t!i th e nod. of tue head . 
"Hello ••• mo:rrri nc ," they rep_lied,. -ai th a nc ·::. of their hc:,...._ds . 
"Eovr• s t:te carpenter bt:sincss-? 11 

"O.k." 
"so • •• so." 
"Ver:r ·good. " 
For &n answer, >:.o Oile agreed_ . The~r cl l ezpressed the attitude 

th2.t carpentry vrnsn. 1 t har:l; that j_ t :;;ss 2.nter2s~L:15 ·2;id ·k-::pt ttom 
trili1 and ·out of doors ·11sing t:wir hlliJ~s . Cthers cor.fesst,d ttat 
it was a source of naj_ls and ·wood for ho.r;1e p,urpose to mat e benches , 
tabl9$, -: _and otr.er Li~ .i. ck- k .1c.cl:s to ir.a:~B ths iio:.::e li ve.ble a:ld ~leas
an t . 

" ~1cw do you occu:JY 
"Say , I ::iave r;~y 

hur..tin '?; v.Ja.ste brus!.1 

the hours you erer. 't ~vorkL1g?" I as~-ced . 

ha.ads full pTe.ctica.:.li every- spare inin-U:te , 
aTound lJ I.!.i s c.::m:.c; i.:l ord0r to r:.::..k;e flower 

vases ~d s~a.:1C:s ," re:;:li.ed or..e of t li.e r._en. n;~:: , 11 ne co.r::. tinued , 
"my wife mai~es artif'icial flowers all day 10~1g a21d f&r into tbe 
nig1:lt -, · '.J.Ild she insists th.2t I mc::.. lrn all the vases •• ot::s:rv·;ise I 
prefer to sit ;;,;i tt. c. f GH cr::mies, sff.:::> ..::~ e my pipe . aLd talk about the 
far:a-v!e all le:'t ce~1iJ.d . Life ;·rnuld be s·dee-t." The others nodded 
in· asse.6.t aI.:d several l::mghod , corr..Lienti ~1g thc:.t h3 :prob2bly would-
n ' t malrn c.:1:tthing if ~1 8 ,; e re left t o ~-: is mm devices . 

S e vere.l r.-:.8 ·:t io:-!. ·-= d t~: [.t r. ~ "'.'"':. , s :1'.J ~i ( J ~puncse ; arr.LSD co~~p3.rable 
to " 11 ci ck r·" ~c} ', ,,..,<i r <1 ;c~ ~-~ ... ,...u~ · --·d a ('!"r e----:- -1 c -il o-" the; r s~· are v __ ._, '"'~ u · ' <.:....c.J. ~ ~ vv- ..... 1- ..z..V b vdu u. w. .L ..... _tJ 

time- . .b.B a· m:::tter c f feet , t '.:o L1sist ~>1. t!:..2t thev :.·vent c,Thenever 
the sessions too~ ;ils.ce . On::.; gcn:i..c..l old ms.;1 hwnorcus and smiliI:.r; 
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stated that he loved to oinJ'J' ballads and ..... <w'- +e an'" 1· .t!-..1,.-1.- t 1 -. . c,; .1. ~ ,._, _ .. • ~-- = ... \, a es 01 

beauty and. courage; that he was in the engei ·troupe ( entertai n -· 
ers) and insisted that -everyone come anu join the jolly ban ( 
.All the othe:rs laughed loudly and one cornrnented: "But you are a 
natural born actor and a God gifted orator whereas we were less 
endowed and consequently must be enterta:i.ned by the likes of you-
-excellan t showman: 11 

· 

"As you prefer," the comic replied., "and thank you for the 
corap~iments." RoarinG 'Ni th laughter they continued on their way 
to vrnrk. · · · 

" •.• well, vrnll, about time you showed up," a quartet of young 
~ worr:on accosted a late come:r. "Did you forget to wind the 
alarm?" they ad6.ed. 

"Hello," greeted a ~·oung man, "I had. a late breakfast." Laugh~ 
in§; gaily, the group began we:.lking toward the adrrinistr2.ti0n. ·sec-
tion of camp. TW'b of the girls, ninete0n yec..rs old, worked: in 
the hos:pi tal as nurses' ad.des, ;_:md the other two, twenty-one llild 
tvrnnty-three years of age, vmrkcd in tho admini strr.tio.:::l as secre-
t~~ry _P· ~d steno-typist; the fellow s. ged t\ienty-0116, YJOrlced in tho 
waruhouse as a rr..ess swamper and dri vc:r. Conversation evolved 
around the coming tig SE..turdo.y .:::ligr.:.t · d:.ill '~c, the Thursday r:ight 
ce,~d g~s , what to do on · Sm1day aft8rnoon, the possi bilU;y of a 
fellow goiag out to sc!1ool, tho beet-fields, the urge to go pla-
ces, boys ru1d girls, an6. dot.sa't so nnd so look so cute -:.ai th 
th:,t certain f'r=;llow . 

,,By th0 vmy ," I asked, "whe.t do you people do beside vrnrk 
e-'rer~"day 2.:ld have your social f ling7

11 
~ 

"You rr.8&:1 b:cai.'."'.-WOrk?" 
"Yes, more or luss ••• don't you feel like doing something else 

besides runni.n..e around?" 
"Liste~n., uud.," one girl challo.c..ge:d, "I'm so busy I can't get 

around to everything. Vfay at nights bosid,..;s Saturday e.nd Sunday, 
I have to go to sewing arid artificial flovrnr n..akin.g classes. I've 
got to drop flower making though. A.rid besides ths.t, I havo to 
"H2.sh rEy clothes on Saturday afteTnoon, my hair needs fLdng, and 
I have to knit a sweater fill.d soma socks too ••• " 

"Look," broke i~1 her companion who worked in th..J hospital, · "I 
don't lrJJ.oW aaything about ·:iu.rsing c-,r11 I have . to keep on my toes 
to see that I don't pull any bor...srs. I ha-:re to keep l ·~;s.rnin.g and 
ths staff c:ianges our worki:i.c, hours from clay shift to night sl~ift 
and I'm telling you it's plenty tough ••• I hi:'.ven 't got time to do 
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anything." 

"Boy', tt sympathized the warehouse worker, "I didn't kno~·1 you 
so hard • .All ·we do is take it easy ••• p·li.:mty e~sy. 
fellows brought a t:ootball and we toss that ar.ound for 
so to w?.rm u:::. We all have a heck of a swell +1me• 

all worki;d 
One of the 
an hour or 
Our toss is a s1,·;ell guy . ~'~o:J don't get r._e wro:ic ••• -,.,re -:;mrk plenty 
hard when we really have tot and sometimes we put in overtime 
v;hen ship::-icmts come in late; but ·we neYer work as hard as -..:e did 
bacl( horr-.e. iiere in car:1p, I've; bad plenty oi' tir::e to play ball, 
'bull' v:i th the fello~;lSt and go to socials ••• not bB.d at all. tt 

nsey," stated the secretary who -:-ras sile:it until ·~ow, : "I 
heard from Roy in the Army and vras he sweet ••• but I don't lmov,r 
whethe~ t8 go Jut atid g·3t .::-JE.rried just ye-l:i. ~lother doasn' t want 
rrie to. It su.ra keeps me busy vi.rri. ting lette:'s t::> h:..!L a;-id. kni ttin;_; 
socks, too.n 

tt •• • Riki' S 03.Ild is :prett:t SOC~ now," ~Of.TI$'1tej '1 :' :m:!.'th ~i.rl, 
"I can dance to his nrusic f.:;r hours j.Ui ho'.L'·B. B'~t I sare ;nis3 
t:10se good old days when I CO':ld t?~O to real .b~.11-roo~.s in the 
city wid hav·3 some r·Jal ·fun ••• r:one o~ t1Js i.:e:Js La2.l food s:nelli:~g 
dance palace. I sure get bok--e1 ~·1iti1 ti:is cc...~p lif0." 

THE MORNING WASH 

L
\ bout 9:15 a.m., tne sky bega:l to ~urst wt th ixrt.ch0s oi' rich 

6 
\ blu3 &71d thB sun be32Il to s~;el{; o' . .lt t:-:o cold to:!.'rft:.'11. s:..lve:-:~ 

n.Jwhi te veils meltad a.my, but .Jt .:=.Jn .rE.:1\i.sGC... to ::~isv; l-;:; -.1<....s 

still cold. From the washroom the voices of several issei women 
commented la--•:ishly about th0 unusually chi~ly s:prin; days, the 
di~fi c-:..lty in gt::;t t in.g clvt~1es was:,.eJ s.s o.::."'ten , tho ..:.~c.:pi l -~,ma~· of 
cl::>~:!:in:;, the :pri~e of soa), tb.e dif ·i~t<.lt: i':l lrne:;;in0 the house 
clea.a, v;iG.c _;::.."acks i-1 :ho ~loors Qn.=. t~18 .:..u:..~ent t::..~t ~ ·.:a3::ing-
machine for sheets.would be ideal. 

1'"Il-Jv: aro ~~0·1.1r :E:1c;lL .... h clusse;::;?n aske1. ::i wonan of ::.:ort~--seven 
years as die :puu3ed a m::n;~'"'1rL ov8r the .:.: t0ar1L.nt:; '.:ash-tut a.i.'11 pe0r-
ea at her neighbor. 

no: .. , I' Ii:i not; d.0inb 30 -VJ8:l , H sh·...: laughcC:. c, i·a:;;ly. "It ::i :'.::i.:iG. of 
dumb a...11ci it talrns d. lori.e; time for me t,0 leo.rn. 

"I sli.ould g0 to B :..:;li sh class, but I u.._)fi' 'J knov1 n siricle vmrd. 
. of ~ne:;lish a.nu I uon' i, thin ... .: I .:;an L,c.. .... ·11," c >1 . .-::.1cn:;E.-d t;1e :first 
woman. ".daside s , it'::-; tuo lc."Le, 0 she rationa.Lized. "iivwevc;r," 
she contilmed, "P u· leaining to. rr..ake artificial fl,.»·.:0rs evory 
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other de.y und now our apartment is cove red v,ri tr... bright colored 
nc~Ners 0 Pm getti::.1g better :!.10VJ , so I think I will h2ve some-
t riing to give m:r sen in the U. s. I--:rrr1y . Ee sends 1i1e so many tt.ings 
-:-md I ho.ven v t a. thing for hLn; I g1~ess he will like some of tnose 
pretty flo-.1ers though. ;...i.-id be sides, they v;ill m2ke a chs.ri:iing 
present. I cun also knitting a pair of socks for him too." 

"Your son v;ill c 2rt 2. i nly appreciate t.hos '3 fine gifts you mo.ke," 
a third viomru-: of fifty COi11·;1ent e d. "If I ... -ere:a" t so sicl::ly, I 
could do 3 great de.,l more, but just to vJash these clothes once 
~ day c.nd iror.. th0ni mo.lrn s me tire d. I b::wen't ·o,3en healthy for 
the pest fi vs years, 8.Ild v:i tl.:. the internment of my husb .. ~~nd ond 

4 
4 .... .,,. 
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tt.e loss of ~ny oldest and dearest son to the U.S. Army ••• I really 
can't seem to do mor2 tt.an sev1 a little at home and go to church 
on SuJ.11iay morr:i.ings . " 

u-~':ell , ttat vs tLat ," said a woman of fort~r-three years and. the 
wife of a f'or.:iE-r c.;. ty grocer:/ store operator , 11 := c-St.:.sss I can m&ke 
it to school on time. I don v t v.rant to be late. You Y-.I1ow, it " s 
just lik8 t_;Oi:;::g to grade SC:f:OOl again aftEr all thdS8 yoars ; 
everyday I get so sxci ted t.nat a~ tLne-s I go v:i triuut taking my 
per..cil or pen ." 

0 l:iuv;- mful} p-:.lJ!ils are tl:ere?" 
" Gh , at times ~Nhe:n. it vs vrarm , t~''ienty to ttiir-cy students came 

to 2.e3.I'n. 1:'.~1en it is cold us it is tcdc.y , poscib.lJ o:::_ly fifteen 
er so atte11d. It dap8.i.i.d3 or... the teacl:.:.2r- toe; some 0f t.i.1e1:1 try to 
hurry you through, but my teache r is kind and c0nsidere.te. ~!'e 

L::~:..rr.. mo1·e and lik3 it bette:.~ t:~u...-::. ac=ic of t~:e ot~1s r.J. Per : aps 
soJ1eda:r I v1ill be able to laugh and s111ile ,, .. i th 1n.y cl.dldren w11en 
tLc:-,- s:p 38.k and ~est in &1glis!:. . n 

JilJ.6. 
la.unary 

so , tli.e motner of f::_ vu cr~"lh t chilj_r0r ... 1 ... urr-ied o·t.l.t of ti1e 
room intent upon. lee.r'1ing to s-~jea 1: 2.Xld v.Ti te ti1e ~nglish 

so tt.a~ sLe ma:'" :.e &".11·3 t o -;_,u~J.erst-:.;2-.:..d. t..__.r cb.il-ire:1 ·:;ho 
wt he rad 

arcur.d er~ '.de tnbJ.e s and "be:1ches , see.-ted. or. Gp:ple sn.d ora~:.ge crates, 
se-7c...r1t8-~n o:_d Vi0ffi8L f;r ..J.S_;->Cd CL1 u:_l~rield.i:J.g fOll c..n:.! 1

0~€::;:J..!: "ri ting 
simpj_e words that were difficult to u.rlQers ca.rrd . A nursery sc~nool 
Of forty to sixt:r yoars Old ;rc_;;.:_2_::! . _'.i..:•l°tii.tic...'1.lS 8.:!::;.d n<·:rd\IOrkii:g, 
;.i.i.CUlJ laun 07er tLeir t:.:1sk ~i:d. •. ;itL. coric-.::..-.t...:'::..ted ef Loj_·t a:.u:.u.ge to 
le.gibly ~rite : I..Irs . Y'."'.:nud.a : "~ :ly- sun is i11 _J.~1nzanar . I vu.mt him 
lvr3 ." ..?c.rc.d'.)xic3:_ but tri..:.e, -::ro::l(;L .. 1._:-10 t.c.v~~ :iYci a. m:J.jor ::;mrt 
of thair lives i;..:i th1.mt lt.;:;arrii.c.g ~nglis.d , sil:; in pz::tit::L."v coDcantru-
tior ~1~u2t~ng ~h~ir spect~cles , squi~ting ~t tha hl~ckbu·rds , 

~1mrmu.r .:.n.g co ... ,rn0:r..t ur t·,;c , l :.u.2::- L1g c.t t:ieir ;·,:i3t·::kes, 0 c.zine'.; 
with niscnievous co~r:.pr·.:.hen.sion as tney stru-.§;18 on . h .. n.nv stu ... 
de~1~s h'lv.3 met::8ri:::ie'2 t~::e ·,.~Jris to: StD.I' S)o.nglcd B'l1ner. ',it:.esticn 
lfF.:S --·.Sb.;6.: w .. ny 13<::,rll ~.i.lg . .Lish?it Ti.18 ::x1Syi;er l.JO.S Silnpl8 '2ild di-
r e ct: " I :.Iou:1_c J.i:-:-e to l eorn .Sn;l ish. n 

CU IE T 
-~ t \i'.i~-:sn Vt J.oLg b3fGrG tl":..v ;.-:co::.1 rrhistle blew, 2.nd. tltouscmds of 
f I wur~·;.:ers LL.Cl. sc.hoo~ c ... .:.iiccr ..;lJ.. b.urr~sd to t~1s ir r espe ct:;_ vc blocks 

) . l L:.fl[ :. r 1i' 0 ~e '.) t ,- ; r ,·~n·t~· "" r -. f..-,t'-,-:;, 0 r,..., . 0 c: -o 3.~e i· f _\ '-'~·a·~ ...., v ~ -- •.• ~ '-~ s QllC::. - - J..i.1.. ... rs r C.J..LXl u...., Li ~ 

&1.1 expect~xit l_. t:u ~r . _;e;u~6. J_,__, Ti~,.: ... i:t.i110 .::'Dr. t.Le·.1 ut -~-h3 block lT12Il.J.-


