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A SPECIAL CLASS 

Camp1.days and school int€rtwine in my remembrance of the War 
Years of '42 to '45. Irr spite of ·the horror of losing my freedom when 
torn from the security of home amidst familiar surroundings to the 
confinement of barbed wire fences surrounding the barracks, there 
is ·still the sweet sound of hfgh pitched children's voices yet ringing 
in my ears. · 

After .being settled in the~ barracks of Santa Anita Race Track, I 
called on the Director of the :Assembly Center about the educ~tion 
of my three children. I was told to start- a cfass in -the main build-
ing of the race track if I was that concerned. After requesting books, 
some of us managed to have a make shift school. tn the b~ginning · 
when we assembled the classes in the main lobby, the teachers 
after a week, ended up with laryngitis--the result of trying to· make 
themselves heard. We then scattered to various parts of the build-
ing. The classes. in the bleac~ers had to- move elsewhere when the . 
huge camouflage nets fu_ll of dust ··were put up. The betting booth's 
of the hall became our stockroom when we received discarded books 
from public schools.~ Q • 

When the Assembly Center closed after six months, our family 
was sent to Jerome, Arkansas. The task of starting another school 
began. l!Jnder the PTinqtpal, Mr. Byron S. Thompson, I waf? in charge 
of the Nursery.and Kindergarten departments. We had a congenial 
and efftcient staff of twenty-five teachers. Among our large gtoup 
of students were the children.of the Camp Director, Mr. Taylor and 
the children of the Me·ss Chief, Mr. Hudson. 

The central commµnity hall was used for our large special 
programs. These talented youngste:rs could perform so well to 
the delight and amazem~nt of the camp audience. 
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In June 1944, the Jerome Center becam~ the first camp to close .. 
Our family was moved to the well-settled Gila River-Butte Reloca-
tion Center in Arizona. We had .our taste Qf-the hot desert heat on 
the Indian Reservation. When I applied for a position at school, the 
PrinciJ?al made up.,a .sp~.~ial ~la.ss for me_. Tbi~ ~?/a-S a make-shift 
of all th~ discarded children whom the teacherl) had giyen up as 
hopefo~§ in ~heir attempts to educate them. The Principal confessed 
that he hacj to whip a few of the rough unruly boys but to no ayaH. 
All ~h~se expelled children were called back to IJJake up this special 
class. 

Alth9ugh I had apprehension of. t~kiJtg this. task, -l was ·shocked 
on my f!t:a,t day . "WlJen '} ·.wall~ed intQ th~ ·room, ij was ~ nightmare 
of boldhoys jufytping from 9esk to gesk. There were .a. few rolling 
over the .flpo_r ·w_restling while ,,the .girls and handicapped boys stood 
aside screaming a~ the tep of their voices. Recovering from my 
stunned mind, I pounded the desk and demanded that everyone leave 
the. rooQi, and stand in an orderly row outside the door·. 

. ·Rather than being a teacher; I suddenly transformed into an 
army sergeant shouting out an oi:de:r, ''Now if you wiH walk into 
the. classroom as ladies an~ .gentl~men; . .J: sh~ll .t:r:eat you as such. 
Do you understand?" To whicn diey nodded ·theit heads,. i knew 
for certain that I had a challenge. 

The first thing on my agenda wa~ to select a leader. Ernie, 
being the. tallest a:pd alert in" getting into mischief With his. gutsiness 
which led to being whipped-, by the Principal, was ·chosen. He was 
given the responsibility to discipline and help with :the efficiency of 
the c.lass, so he had to become such a model.. The four, lesser un-
ruly boys and girls became his assjstan.ts~ ~it l<ept me busy to keep 
them occupied with responsibilities and attempt to teach at the same 
time. There were many discouraging ·moments when 1 -had to pray· 
and ask for God's help with a wide age range of pupils, Both-of re-
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tarded and the nor·mal, but frustrated ones. Those who were handi-
capped had limited attention span while other needed advanced 
lessons. Somehow we made progress which gave them pride in their 
accomplishments. Similar to a tight-rope walker, I had to keep a 
happy balance between strict disciplit:ie and loving responsiveness . 

.. ' 

My ·childhood tomboyish days paid off since I played football, 
baseball and games with them. In the classroom I often resorted 
to learning games, alse See and Touch method which proved to be 
successful as well as popular. 

The highlight: of the semester came a-t the Christmas season. 
The-pupils were fascinateCl·:.with the ~Christmas story. It was en-
tirely new .to them. Even·today mahY chil<;lren have never heard 
the story of God'·s Gtace ·and Love. • 

For the class project, each one was given a task to decorate the 
room into a Christmas nativity scene. Because the Camp was on 
an Indian reservation enclosed with barbed wire, materials were 
obtained from whatever plant or object was available. Gradually 
the room took on a lovely setting with the blackboard as the nativity 
scene surrounded by decorations. Upon completion, the Principal 
was invited to see our room. He was so astonished that he requested 
our room to ·be on exhibit for the· en tire school. 

What a day it turned out to be for our special class! The students 
stood at attention as the various classes filed through the room. To 
see the sheer joy reflect~d on- their faces was , in itself, a miracle 
of Christmas. , ·All the difficult challenges and probl~ms of this class 
melted away and only the love for each· precious child remained. 
Truly this special class wlfS my gift from God. 

Two months later, I contacted Valley Fever from the dust of 
Gila Valley and was hospitalized for a month. While I was recuper-
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ating in the barrack the parent of each child of the cll!ss visited me 
and encouraged me to return to school. Without a t:eacher, the class 
had be~n dismissed. The youngsters were, runnjng all over camp 
agajn. -

It was SOOQ after r· w~s able to wall< .again, that I had to leave 
for Cleveland in .order to resettle my family. W.e w~er.e tQld by the 
headquai;ters of War ·Relocation Authority, that st~,ps had to J:>e 
taken bec~use soon all the Reloc~tion Centers would pe permanently 
closed. 

Now as I enjoy the cle8;n air ,of .freedQf:ll in my comfortable 
El Cerrito horn.~ my~ thoughts drift toward that ~pecial class behind 
barb~d wir_e in,, the pesert of_ Arizona,. wondertng how each student-~ 
has grown up in this world. Goq took ca-re"°f them then, .so surely 
He must still be compassionate and faithful to them even on this 
Christmas season. 

--Lillian Omi 
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A Child's Kiss 

A chlld's kiss 
Set on thy sighing lips shall make the~ glad; 
A poor man served by thee shall make thee rich; 
A sick man helped by thee shall make thee strong; 
Thou shalt be served thyself by every sense 
Of service which thou renderest. 

- - Elizabeth Barrett Browning 

Was It Really So? 

A star in the sky, an Angel's voice 
Telling the world - - Rejoice! Rejoice! 
But that was centuries and centuries ago, 
And we ask today, WAS IT REALLY SO:? 
Was the Christ Child born in a manger bed 
Without a pillow to rest his head? 
Did he walk on earth and live and die 
And return to Goq to dwell on high? 

We were not there to hear or see. 
But our hopes and dreams of'ETERNITY 
Are centered around that holy story 
When God sent us HIS SON iN G~ORY--
And life on earth has not .b~en the same, 
Regardless of what the skeptics claim". 
For no event ever left behind 
A transformation of this kiRd .... 

So question and search and doubt, if you will 
But the STORY OF CHRISTMAS is living still ...• 
And though man may conquer the earth and the sea, 
He cannot conquer ETERNI.1Y .... 
And with all his triumph Il)an is but a clod . 
UNTIL HE COMES TO REST WITH GOD. --Helen Steiner Rice 
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No frown ever made a heart glad; no complaint ever 
made a dark day bright; no bitter word ever lig~tened 
a burden or made a rough road smooth; po grumbling 
ever made the sun shine ih a ~home. · 

The day needs a resolute step, the look of cheer, the 
smiling coun-tenance, the kindly word. 

--Author Unknown 
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