HEART MOUNTRIN COMMUNITY COUNCIL MEETING March 6, 1944
CONFARZNC:E ROOM Monday
9:15 AM--1145 AM

Attended: Mossrs, Nagata, Sam Horino ond 5 othor mombers of the Fair Play
Committec. By
Abscent: None Tardy: Mr. FuJimoto A
Mr. Nagetas, the speaker for tho' fair Play Committee delcgatos, stated the
purpose, activitics of said committec as per Councills request and 1issued
demand that a fow questions pertaining to the Council's drafting petitions
in behnlf of the center nisei and issei be clarified, Mr, Nagata declared
that such petsons: desiring other methods of ¢xpressing opinions may do so
without any conccrn to the F.P.C.y npd, that in the event that the F.P. Cu'ls
demands were unheeded by authoritics the petitioners shall not answer to
the call to armecd forces until such time as-discriminatory restrictions have
been lifted and unconstitutional ‘conditions'werc remedied and equal- civil
rights have been restored. The F.P;C.‘pbtitiOn’has béenysubmitted'to'Secre-
tary of War Stimson and Attorncy-General Biddle almost a week ago. ‘Ihof
Committee is well aware of the cxtent of penalty should thejr petition be
deemed as evading the draft issuc. -The first question asked By My, Horino
of F4P;C. wast "Who is responsible for drafting the petition?" which was
answered by the Chairman of the Council as such that the Council as a body
passed the pctition , hence, no one councilman shall be deeméd responsibdle.
In reply to the sccond question of whether the péetition représents the foel- |
ings of the resident nisei in the center, Yr. Fujimote, wvice-chaimman of the
Council asscrted, quote: "If you knew what. the .councilmen represent, it is
out of linc to bring such a question," Unquote. Mr. Nagata of the F.P.C.
pointed out that therc has been in some blocks some mlsundorstandlng. Tho e
is not any coordination in that r»spoct. Mr., Frank BEmi (FPC) wiced his
desire to clarify the point whetein nisei in every Bleck should be consulted
as to their sentiment prior to drqftlng’tho potltion. Mr, Kimoto-ehumcrated
three different categorics of tllnklhg among the nlgbl in tho center:

1. Since thc sclective serv1ce is compulsory under thé Faderal Law, it
is the duty of the American citizen to answer the dreft cally

2, Unfair conditions such as distriminatory restrictions and unconstie-
tutional treatments ngains t the Japanese americans should be lifted
but service in armed forces will not be evaded if drafted.

3. Until many conditions have becn rcct1f1ed the draft will not be
complied. ~

Mr, Kimoto stated that the hurpose or the gal of the. patition dtafted by the
Council's Committee and thét of the F.P.C. does not eonflict with each other,
The Council has chosen the demands that seamed to rule the majority of the
center people, g
Mr. Kay Kinoshita (FPC) oxpressed that: thc. petition: based an demands of a
portinn of the canter nisci does not represent the majority md charged that
before drawing up the petition, tho individual councilmen  should have referred
the matter to nisci in respective blocks waich, ho stated, Bloek 17 councilman
had failed to do sn., Mr. Einoshita doclared that nisei are "not in complete
acoord with tho decision of the War: Dopartment”. ‘Parents wuld not desire to
end sons to armed farces under the presont conditinns .indltered, ‘Following
block councilmen donow ¢ the charga by the F.P.C. that théy have not referred
the matter of thesc potitions drafted by .the Council Committec to the Block
residents; nan.ly, 3locks 14, 28, #nd 30. ﬂho F.. P. C. charged that Blocks
1, 12, 14, 17, 22, 28, and 30 did not call any mocting to explain’ and clarify
the Council's intentions in this matters

Az;qMaxsusalgb oowed that Blscu sion bo suapano'“ ﬂ.nﬁ_tb~ Counei-rosums eege
sion on the petitions., Passed.

Mr. Horinoe (FPC) in conclusion'oxpressed desire thnt the petition be referred
to the center blocks for the crnsidcration of nisci;tonight.A(Thg FPC deloegates
left. The scennd 2éition of thd FPC bullctin was submitted for filc)

Discussinn resumcd. o
Mr. Matsushige moved that the idcas an” intoentions in domands dontained in the
petition be left unchanged while the phrascoloagy b proff-rcad,

(Mr., Tokimasa loft)

Mr. Motoyoshi contended that councilmen dide by the rules znd regulations of
the Council. Mr, Fujimoto movod that such councilmen who have failed to
¢xplain the Council's efforts in reforeonce to the potition refer said petition
tonight to the block rcsidents. Mr., Matsushige joinod his motion which had
"beon suspended on the floor in Mr, Fujimot~'s motion. The mntion passed unani-
mously,

Mecting was adjourned at 11:45 AM,




