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ADDRESS BY LT. RAY McDANIELS AT HEART MOUNTAIN:

We are here on a mission which will be =ade plain to you within the next
few minutes. Some questionnaires are to be distributed among yod and
what is said here is by wav of explaining yhat use the government in-
tends to make of them.

Our mission is nct &an experiment but marks the radizal extension and
broadening of a policy which has always intended that ways should be
found to return you to a normal way of life.

Presentations such as this one are being made simultaneousiy at all of
the Relocation Centers over the United States. All cltizens in this
country who sre of Javanese blood are being told the same things.

The effort is not 4 campaigh or a drive but is an attempt to find a

~ workable solution fer the acute wartime problem of cne portisn of our
population. Its fundamental vurpose is to out vour situation on a vmlane
which is consistent with the dignity of Amefican citizenship.

What is done is being done with the authority of the government of the
United States and with the approval of the War Department: But whether

it is to be successful will depend f1n¢11y apon the voluntary acts of free
American citigzens.
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You may object that thisw-—your life here---is not freedom. The circum-
stances. were not of your own choosing, though it is true that the major-
ity of you and of veur families accented the réstrictiens placed upon
your life with little complaint and without déviating from lovalty to

the United Stat®s.

In anv time, of crisis, however, when national Survival presents itself
"as the all-important issue, the bost interests of the few must sometimes
be temporarily sacdrificed or disrcgarded for what seemg the good of the
many. The prodof of a nation's good faith is to be found in whether it
moves to restore full privileges at the earliest opportunity.

Admittedly this past year has been for you a period-of tensiderable hard-
ship and great anxiety. That was because war came to the United States
and imposed extraordinary burdens apon all of .its citizens. Our citizens
“‘evervihere feel these burdens increasingly.

Yoar own burdens have @iffered from those of the majority of our vovula-
“tion in kind and in degree, bringing you perhaps..greater anguish of mind.
The decisions which led to your present situation were studied as care-
fully as the rosh of events permitted, and the steps taken were in the .
interest of nationml security and in behalf of ;rour versonal safety. You
are aware of the reasons for what was dee.

" Not all Japanege Americans-are loval to their government. Not all mem-
‘bers of anr groap of our population-—-even those whose ancestors came
here hundreds of vears ago-—-are fully loyval to their country.
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That is so because curs is a free sceicty vermitting “the individual often
to choose in vhat measure he will contribute to the c-mmon good. In all
groups there sare individuals who will not accept any cbligationh to the
land which gives them their opportunity. Wherever you find them and
whatever their blood mav be thev are the disloyal ones.

When war came betveen Japan and the United States, there were immediately
two difficult problems for our government in connection with that part of
its pooulation which is of Japancse blood. The first was how .to deal
fairly with the loyal citizen vho wishes onl:~ to. se¥ve this country. [The
second was how to protect this nation from the acts. of those who are not
loysal.

It would have been a good thing if both of these obligations could have
been met at one time. That was nct possible because it hns never been
the nractice of the United States to intrude into the privacy of its
citizens and to keep ‘track of all of their mcvements and make a check
of their loyalty.

Therefore, until a better way could be foand, a general policy had ta be
followed which in the long run has no" dogbt tested severely the loyalt:
of those amcng 7ou who wished only to serve the United States.

'Of that, the government has been aware, but one risk or the other had
to be taken, and it seomed best tc ccunt upon the continuing loyalty of
those whose hearts and minds were with this countrr rather than to ac-
cept the danger from the disioyal acts of those who were not.so.

It is felt now that before an: change is made and before rou ere asked
to make an nev decisions these words in explanation.are owed to you, |

What is wanted by your govermnment is that wour strength shall be added
to that of the rest ¢f the nation in its nresent fight with its.enemies
and that ways shall be found to rest~re —ou as quicklr as may be to your
normal and rightful shpro in the present life and work of the necple of
the United Stﬂtes

This does not mean a promise of an— relief from worry and hardship; for
these will continue for all of us until the wapr is won. Bdt it doess nean
that such hardships as ou nre now experiencing will be gradually replaced
by the same ‘hardshivs which are now being experienced by other American
families-~the hardshins of saring goodbye tc family when *ou leave home

to fight for the United States mnd the hardship of getting along without
man - things which Americans.hawe alwars regar ded as necessities., .

Americrng of Japanese blood are Wanted to fight for thé United Statss
like an~ other citizens. The are wanted for combat duty where the are
fitted for combert dut— and for war work Wwhere they are best suited for
war work. They are wanted beceuse the governmend and the Army aAre cone
vinced of their loyaltv. 4And they are wanted not leas because »f their
ability as soldiers and as.cltizens doing useful work for the American
community. You have superior qualifications for the kind of service in
whiech it -is’ intended to use you.

-2 =




These are among the vrimary paruoses of the questicnnaire-which is to be
executed by vou. Those who are villing and ere loyal, of military age
and nhysicallv fit, sre being asked to volunteer for induction into the
Army of the United States. 'Those who are loval but for some reason are
not cualified for military service -—- the voung men and the voung women --
will be given the opnortunity to supnort the:war effort by work on the
home front. .

The major vuarpose of what is bbing done here, however, is this: There
are some individuals in this centor whose ties with the Japanese Empire
are such as to disqualify ‘them for nositions of trust in this country.
This docs nst mean that thev will not be.treated humanely, but it does
mean that it wculd be un%wiss for this government in this time of crisis
to give them an‘opportunity to ondanger the national security. There--
fore, stevs mast be taken to determing these indiV1dud1§‘iﬁjﬁhom the
United States can place full trast and. confidence * The guestionnaire
is a mecns to that end.: .

Your government would nct take these steps unless it intended to-go fur-
ther in rest-ring you tc a normal place in the life of the country, with
the vrivileges and obligations of other American citizens. The invitation
to the roung men here to volunteer is simply a token of its good faith and
further intercst.

As was the case with all othorhmericans of military age who were first
given the chance to volunteer for service, and if they did not so volun-
teer were then inducted into the Armv via the Selective Service, it is
contemplated that in the normel vrocess of building our Armv, those among
you who do not v~lunteer but are of the right age and physicallyr fit will
probably be token into the mllitar service in due time.

That is a vart >f sharing the lot of the general nopulation of thisg
countrv. You would mot want that vou would be treated differently than
other Americans. Univers®l service is now the national policy and in
the long run there is no better war to apportion our present military
resvonsibilities.

However, the plan now being contemplat-d is that Americans of Javanese
blood will be formed into their own combat team. You may want to know
why it is being done this wav, The reason is that if wour strength were
diffused through the Army of the United States---as haw alreadr been done
with meny othor JAmericans of your blood-—-relatively little sccount would
be taken of your action. You would be imvortant only as man-powere=-
nothing more. But united, and rorking together, you would become a symbol
of something greater than wvour individual selves, and the effect would be
felt both in the United States and abroad. All other Americans would
long remember vhat wveu had done for the country, and you would be a live
ing reproach toc those who have been preJjudiced against you because of
your Japancse blood. Can it be dcubted that this would mean a greatl” im-
proved relationshio between rou and all other parts of the American vopu-
latiotn in the post-war period? To the nations abroad, and especially to
the peoples of the East, vou would provide the measure of the solidarity
of people who get together in the neme of democracy:
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Accordingl, wou will be given the same vay and the same chance for ad-
ancement as other American soldiers. As you prove yourself gqurolified
for officership, you will be given training for comwidsiored service and
the only limits which will be placed.upon how mnnyr of 'you are advanced

to commissioned grade will be -deternined by 7ur ovn willingness and
ability. It is recognized that -in point of eptitude for military serv-
ice by reason not only of --our natural abilit:- but cf vour education,
man;s of rou are sultable officer material.

It was believed that ol would went a straightforward presentation of
this new propcsal by the government, and therefore the explanation of
the plan behind the questicnneire has been made as sinply as possible.

It :is mot necessar; for me to appeal to the loralt~ of those who are
loyal.

If there are anv questions in your minds with regard to the polic— or
to the questionnaire, we will trr- tc answer them during our star here
at .the Genter.




