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rr.. .. : . .-We, _the residents of Heart Mountain Relocation Center, Wyoming, con}po~ed ·a·f 
,· ,:u.~o ri.? .a~·' citizons of Japa11£.;GO anc estry, uli cn .faptll'lcrno, and other :r~ania.f?g~oups, 
irivolu'nt'a'rily evacuated from the Padific Coast, in the cooperative spirit of 
assisting the Project Director of this Center, as free person~, and as' c ·ias:s~&~ of 
persons, associating ourselves as one comtno11 body, to establish justice e.nd 'promote 
the welf~re of this community, do hereby adopt this Charter. The app.r9.YB;~ an~ 
the acceptance of this CharteI', irt its entirety or ahy- part he·reof do: ·110~ . in' any 
manner whatsoever, relinquish nor surrender any of the rights and 1 pr~vileges of 
said abo~e groups as guaranteed by the Constitution of the United States of 
America. · 

~ 'I • . .~ . 

ARTICLE I 

QUALIFICATIONS OF VOTERS AND OFFICERS 

Section 1 .• 

a. All residents of Heart Mountain Relocation Center, .18 years of age or · over 
and duly regis~ere,, shall be qualified voters. 

b. " All residento who are 21 years of age or over, whether citizens or aliens, 
except (1) persons who have . requested repatriation •r expatriation and who 
have not withdrawn their . request at least -three months before the date of tho 
el•etien; (2) persons who did not give an unqualified affirmative answer to 
question No. 28 on Form WRA-126 Revised or Form DSS 304A and who have not 
subsequently been granted leave clearance; (3) persons who refus~d to register 
during the militarY. registration conducted in February and March of 1943 and 
who have not subsequently been granted leave clearan9e; (4) persons who have 
been denied leave clearance, shall be eligible to hold elective office and 
to serve on appointive committees, commissions, and boards and other adminis-
trative positions in community evacuee government. · 

ARTICLE II 

LEGISLA'J.1IVE BODY 

Section 2. Council: 

a. The Legi_slative Body shall be known B_s. the Community. Council of Heart Moun:tain. 

b. One Councilman shall be elected from each block by a secret vote. 

("""' Section 3. Officers and Rules: 

The Council shall elect its twn officers, prescriba their duties, determine 
tho rules ot its·proc~edings not inconsistent with this Charte~i and keep a 
record. 



Section 4. Secretaries: 

The Council may appoint an Executive Secretary or Secretaries, a recording 
Secretary, and Clerks, and shall determine their terms of office and duties. 

Section 5. Quorum: 

a. Two•thirds (2/3) of the Council shall consitute ·a quorum and there shall be 
no proxy voting. 

b. The Council shall have power to issue warrants for attendance of absentee 
Councilmen at Council meetings. 

Section 6. Term of Office: ' . ' 

Kaeh Councilman shall serve for a term of six months. 

Section 7. Va~ancies~ 

a. A vacancy in the .Council shall ' be · r~lled by special electi"on 1nthe block in 
which .such vacancy occurs. When the term of office has three-fourths (3/4) 
expired, the Council shall have power to fill such vacancy. 

b. Whenever. a Councilman moves from his block, his office shall automatically be 
declared . vacant~ 

c. Vacan6y shall be determined by the Council. 

Section 8 Sessions: 

a. Regular sessions of the Cpuncil shall be held .at least once ia week and the .. 
time and place of such regular sessions· shall be determined by th.e Council.· 

b. Speciai sessions may be held upon riotice by the presiding officer 0£ the .., 
Council or.~pon petition of at least five (5) Councilmen~ .l• 

Section 9. Recall of Councilmen~ , 

a. The recall of .a Councilman shall be submi tt.ed to the ·qualified voters of tho 
block from which said Councilman· was elected, ' upon petition of t~irty (30) . :·· 

· percent of the. qualified voters of said block. 
' ' ' b. Pertinent issues concerning said recall shall be circulated among the voters 

of said block by the Council; and, after the e1p1ratio·n -of orte (1) week, a 
special election shall be held in . the ma,nner of election of Councilmen. 

Section 10. Removal of Officers: 

a. Any Councilman who has been convicted of a felony shall b~ dismissed and· 
barred from hblding any elective or appointive office. 

b. All elected or appointed officers of the Council, Judicial Commission, and 
any other bodies organized under the provisions hereof, ~hall be subject t6 \·· 
impeachment and removal for misfeasance, .rnalfea:sance, or non-feasan.ce in office .• 
Charges against any such officer or offfoers must be in writing and signed ·by · 
not less than ten {10) Councilmen . and submHted to the Council._ · 
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The Coun·cn shall ha.vc ful~ ·powor to t7na·ct -rc::gulati6ns.,' l{)ca1lY 'app:\.4_c~~t_f. ~nd · ·· 
provide penal tics for their violat:Loria, not inconsiste~'t .. ~vi't~ · the t.C.on~t}-1u'tion 
and laws of the Uni tcd States, the laws of thq· ; .st~.;te of Wyoming; Military 
Proclamu.tions, and the regulations . of tho ~yar Rofo'cation' Ati:~hori t "Y-• . ·':, , ... 

t·. 

$octipp_ 12 • . Tho reg~latio·n~ · shali" b~ enacted .by two~thl~~~ (~/3) .: : vot~ ; . qf . tq~ _ 
total. C'ou:hcil 'membership·. · · · .. , . : · "'' ~-"~ :. ! .;· ; . . :;: ·:: : ::·t, ·- ·~ : 

~ect~on ·~3 ·. Any pi°oposed r'~gulation; :except an en~~ge'ncy\·.sgul~ti:.dri, , :~'S~ .'b~ in 
- writin·g i ·signed .by the·. aut·hor . or authors, an4 . prese~te.d; . "._t~. 'the· <fo\mc.ii )l~C.; ' 

. ie~.st on.a week·_, pri.or t.o. ~ ~s ' ~ri:'-ctment. .. . ~ .· ... <; ·~' ;;-. '.'. . '.- . . ·;.-. ;r~ ·:-. .. 
. • • . . , . . , • • c;- - ~ .. . - • ·. . 1it• ~ - • ,,• ·, ... ,t, "' .. _' -\ : . ·:, .. 

Section 14. · All ·.:re.gula:tions, except elnergency regulat.io.n(, : ·enabted r:'b.Y, : .. the . Council, 
signed by ·the pr~s.icling bffic~r' and atte,~t.ed . ·~:o~· .bY .~-h~ ;. Cl_erk ;s~.l.j. .1J~ .coroe 
eff f?..cti ve ten (10 )' .days a.ft er enactment. ::: . ' ~ .. · :-; J :. • ·:: . .· " · · 

Sectio~ 15~ An ~m~rgency regulati~n may be enacted b~ the Coupcil upq~ . ~et~~mi
. :. '-: nat.ioli that . an. _enwr '.';&nc;r exists · a.nd : shall b.ecome .~ff..~ct). ve · immediately. upon 

·: enactment. ' . . . '. . . . . . . . ... .. . . • . . . .. : ; ; .. . : . . . - . 
. •' ;~ · : ~ _;· · ·~ 

) . ·~- , . . . . - . -: .;-·1 ~ .. - . t • .. • ;_ • ·-

S e~tton' 16. The Coun.ciL 'sliAll have ·the power to · i-n~6-~tig.at~'; · revi~w, and . examine 
witnesses, and records of all ·Cohte~ function~ antl .'.~ct.iv-:i~i;.ios «'\Vhich arc .-:·under 
th~ jurisdiction of and dolegated"to the Council, and to prosont to the Project 
Director resolutions on questions affecting the welfare of the residonts of 
tho Center. 

Section 17. The Council shall have authority to solicit _~nd receive funds and 
property for commu:ni ty purposes, and to administer :such · ~unds and · property~. 

Se-cti~t( 1e·. The .' Council '. sh¢.~1 not ho.vo o.uthcri ty t o: rcg~l~te .:tho :. ·mana omcnt ~ · ~ 
')~g..n (+.; • ondue:t of . business · enterprises . ~i thi.n tho --c·~n~:or·. · .... , "· 

- • • J.: ... • 

. • ' • _ • . ! ..i • ; •. • . . . -:. ~ . 

So ct ion 
be 

. Tho Council shall cxercis ~ such othor ~dutie s ·and fL~nc~ions ·as .may . 
conferred upon ~i ... fr o~1~ t~i.o t o: th ,e by tho. l :u.r .Rel-r;~a.tion Authority. 

• • • • :it. ·- • ~ -. ; : ~·. ; - -: - " r.· . . . . . . 
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lffiTICLE IV 

GENERAL ELECTIONS 

All elections · of Co .un~i°ime·n shall be preceded by . n~mi'nating · petftio'ns of each 
block; and such nominating .. petition must ·contain at le.a.st twenty (20) names 
of qualified voters of each block. Tho sigriature of any vot~r signing moro 
than one petition shall ~e void cxcopt tho first filed petiticn. 

The accoptanco by tho candidates· of the nominating petitions must bo in writ• 
ing and filed w1th tho Election Board. 

'_: ,'_ "'· c •. General .ol-0etion o:f Councilmen shall be hold at least two wooks prior to tho 
e'~p.i·rU.tion o"r. tbo proc 0ding term 'and the ;, cl.a to of ·SU Ch Oloction shall be dotor-.. · ... 

.m~ricd by. t~c Couneil... · ' 

Socti~?{ 21~ Eloetion Board and Its Duties·: -
. l 

a~ Four ~crso~s s6io~to~ by t~c voters of ouch block shall co~~titut~ . the 
Election Board ·of sa.id block. No nominee shall serve on said Board • 

.. b. Each Election Board· shall . register all eligible voters· of tbe block; shall 
receive all nomin~ting petition's- t:en (10) days before the electton date and r 
submit the ·same to the Council; shall receive ·ballots prepared by the Council 
anq properly ehe~k the same before distribution; shall supervise the voting 
at· a designated ·polling': plac·e · in each bloc1k; · s·htill check each voter against 
the . registration list ~f eligible voters before a·~allot is issued to the 
voter; and shall eount th~ i votes· cast and certify· the election .~esult to the 
Council' • . 

c. The electi6~ of the firs~ Council ·shall be held within o~e ~onth of the ~ati
fication 0£ this Charter. Plans for the organization . of Election Boards for 
election of the first Council shall be th0 r esponsibility of the ~ temporary 

Block Ch'airmen and thereafter plan·s ·f~r 'the o'rganization of El.e·ction Boards 
shall be the responsibility of ~he · ci~uncil. 

. \ 

ARTICLE V 

INITIATIVE AND REFERENDUM 
. . 

Section 22. Initiative: . .. 

~. The voters ·shall have power to propose any regulation which tho Council ~as 
authority to enact, except a .regulatidn appropriating money, or autnO'rizing 
assessments and to adopt or reject tho same at the polls, such power being 
known . as the initiative·. 

b. Any in_itiatcd regulation may be submitted to tho Council by a ·petition signed 
by at least ton percent of tho qualified voters·. ~ 

d. The initiated rogcilation without ~hango shall be submitted to the voters with-
in ton (10) days attor filing unless ~nactod by tho ·c~uncil. 



Section 23. Referendum: 

a. The voters shull have power to upprovo or reject at tho polls any regulation 
passed by tho Council, or submitted by ~~c Council to a voto of the voters, 
such power being kno~n as tho rcf orondum. 

b • . Regulations submitted ~p ~h~ Council hr init~~tive ~etition a~d passed by 
the ~ouneil . Wf thout ch~nge shall be subject to r~feren~um in the same manner 
as other regulations. . . . 

c. 
"' -.. 

Within twenty-five (25) days after the enactment by the Council .Pi '1,.y ·:regula-
tion \Vhich is subject to a referendum, a petition signed by at least ten (10) 
percent of the qualified voters may be filed with the Clerk of the Coun~il 
requesting that any ·such regulation be either repealed or submitted to a vote 
of the voters. Within ten (10) days after such 'petition is filed, it shall 
be submitted to the voters •. 

pectio• 24.A majority of the qualified voters voting thereon shall be necessary 
to decide issues arising from initiative and referendwn. 

ARTICLE VI 
- I 

REPEAL 

Section 25. Repeal of any enacted regulation shall be by two-thirds (2/3) vote 
of the total Council membership. 

ARTICLE VII 

INVALIDITY 

·Section 26. If any section or part of a section of this Charter proves to be 
invalid, it shall not be held to invalidate or impair the validity of any 
other sectfon or part ~f a section, unless it clearly appears that such other 
section or part of a section is dependent for its op~ratiori upo~ ~he section 
or part of a ·section so held invalid • 

. ·' . ; 

ARTICLE .VIII 
i': 

PUBLICATIONS 

Section 27. All enacted regulations, and pr«>posals submi tt0d to tho vote~s, in-
cluding amendments., repeals, ini tiat~ ve' and referendum; shall be given publi-
cation in the "Sentin$1" or by means . of any other· publication of gcnora.1 cir-
culation in the Centc.r, or by posting at dos.ignatod p~blic places. 

ARTICLE IX . 

COMMITTEES, COMMISSIONS, AND BOARDS 

'Section 28. The Council shall appoint such Committees, Commissions, and Boards as 
may bo nocossary for tho conduct of its business. 

Scotion 29. Tho Chairman of each Committoo, Commission ; or Botir.d appointed by the 
Council shall be a Councilman. Other members may include residents, othor 
than Council members. 



. . ~ 6 .... :•:., 

ARTipLE ·x 

JUDICIAL BODY 

• ' • •I ' -:. ~ ' 

Soction 30. Tho Judicial Body shall be known as th0 Jud1cial Corrinti~sion of tho 
Ho art Mountain Relocation Cont er. Tho Judicial Commissi'on :"sh~i=:f ·hoar o.11 

· chsos - under its jurisdictipn. \ ~v. 

Section 31. 

a. The Judicial Commissio:rt shc.11 bo composE:d of not loss than throe (3) members 
nor more thun s ov0n ~7) members. 

p. SLloction ~md t enur e ·.of office of . the; Judicio.l Commission sho.11 bo dotorminod 
by tho Oourtcil, ' .,~ 

Section 32. Rul es of proc edur e of tho Jutlicin.l . Qornmiss:i.on shall be cst ;;.blishod 
by tho said Commission und shall bo approved by tho Council. 

ARTICLE XI 
..f i .. 

ARBITRATION 
. .. . .. .? , :· 

Section 33. The Council shall provido for tho ,opto.blishmont a nd oporntion of r~ 
ordc1·ly methods of c.rbi tr :..1tion of ci vii' "<lfsputos. 

f I . ': • ·~ ·; ' f' 

ARTICLE XII ' 

AL:iliiNDiviE NT S, . 
'- I • I • ' ', • 

Section 34. This Charter .shall be ~u1bje.pt ,·to ·'amendment in t _he. ,lo~l~_wirig manner a 
: .. • '' ) : . 

a. Amendments shall be introd ,..;. c ed upon petiti:o·n 'si'gned ·by one-·fourtli. (1/ 4) of the 
qualified voters of the Center or ·~pGn ;c-es~lution passed by t vro-thirds (2/3) 
of the total Council membership. 'said 'a.mendinent shall then be submitted to 

b. 

c. 

the Project Direct or f o:c approval.. ._. , .. ~ :' .. ·: . ~ 

After one (1) week . h~s i.~.xpireq fo.lluwing approval of an aLiendr.ient. by tho ProJect 
.Director a special e1:e~~io,n . shall .be . .. held . .-and the qualified -fotofs· s11~il cast 
their votes in t ho mam:if;r of clec.tion of 'doundlmen. ,. .·-.: . : .. ; . . 

•• - .. ... 'I 1_ .. ' • ' •• - ·.. • .I!\ 

A t wo-thirds (2/3) 'maj.ori ty of qu~lifiedd~~t~rs voting on such amondmont shall 
bo nc c e ssc..ry to ame nd this Charter·, · .. ·· , . .. 

· , ,:.?·:.~ . ARTIC;L;m .. X:~·I,:I . 

R~TI:trICA/n:O?:J: ·: :. .. _ ... ;.: .•· 
, ·: .· 

Seetion 35. Tho ratificution by a majority -vote .of those voting shall be noc os-
sary for tho adoption of. tpis Chf,3,rter;. :· .. : .. ... . " 

Da.tod this 6th day of July, 1943. 


