MANZANAR CHARTER
Preamble :

WE THE PEOPLE of Manzsnar Relocntion Center, -in order to advance the cause of re-
sponsible, intelligont, democratic, ‘government; to further the common welfare; to
provide for the internal peace and order; and to aid in the uplift of morale, do
establish this Charter in the creation of a Comxunity Council.

ARTICLE 1. THE COMMUNITY COUNCIL.

Section 1. There shall be esteblished a representative legislative body
which shall be knowm as the "Comrranitr Council of Menzanar", which shall function
in accordance with the wishes of the meople of Manzanar and the regulations of
the War Relocation Authoxrity.

Section 2. The Community Couneil shall be composed of eighteen merbers.

Section 3. All persons eighteen years of age or over shall be eligible to
vote in all elections.

Section 4. Only citizens of the United States who are twent-one years of
age or over shall be eligitle to be elected to the Communit; Council.

Section 5. The Community of Manzeanar shall be divided into cighteen elector-
al distriets with cach district entitled to elect one Councilman, who nust be a
resident in that district, to sit as a neunber of the Comwnity Council. The elec-
toral districts shall be composed of the following two-block areass

District 1, Blocks and 2
District 2, Blocks 3 and 4
District 3, Blocks 5 and 6
District 4, Blocks T and 8
District 5, Blocks 9 and 10
District 6, Blocks 11 and 12
District Blocks 13 and 14
District Blocks 15 and 16
District Blocks 17 and 18
District Blocks 19 and 20
District Blocks 21 and 22
District 12, Blocks 23 and 24
District 13, Blocks 25 and 20
District 14, Blocks 27 ond 28
District 15, Blocks 29 and 34
District 16, Blocks 30 and 31
District 17, Blocks 32 and 33
District 18, Blocks 35 and 36

Section 6. Tho Community Council shall convene at least once a week atb the
Town Hall of Manzanor. The time and day of regular-neetings shall be deternined
b the Council. Specinl reetings may be held upon notice of the Chairnan or upon
petition of six Councilmen.

Section 7. Each Councilzen shell hold office for six months and ghall be
eligible for re-elcction.

Section 8. Whenever a Councilrman hos been absent fro~ four consecutive regular
neetings of the Council, the chairmen shall declare that Council position vacant,
wnless each absence has been excused by the Chairnen.

Section 9: Whenever a Councilman chenges his place of residence to a district
other than the one from which he vrs elected, the Chairman shall declare that Couns
cil position vacant,

Section 10, A Councilnman nay be removed fronm his office b a three-~-fourths
vote of the Council.
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Section 11. The Chairnan of the Council shall declare an election in an elec~
toral district when three-fourths of the voters of that district have signed and
presented a petition to the Oouncil requesting the recall of their Councilnan.

Section 12. All Gouncil vacancies ghall be filled by special election with-
in the electoral district in which anr vacancy occurs, except that no gach special
election shall be held if o rezulnr election is scheduled within one nonth fron
the time the vacancy is declarecs.

ABRTICLE 2. THE OFFICERS OF THE COUNCIL

~ 8ection 1. The Cormunity Council at its first regular neeting after election
shall elect a Chairnman, a Vice-Chairnan, a Secretary, and a Treasurer.

Section 2. Onlv elected nmembers of the Council shall be oligible to be of-
ficers in the Council. '

§ection 3. The Chairman of the Council shall preside at all neetings but
shall not have a vote except in case of a ties

Section 4, The Chesirman nar appoint nembers of the Couneil to committees
which nay be deemed necessary to carr; on the work of the Council.

Section 5., The Chairman rust secure the approval of the Council for the ap-
pointnent of non-Council nembers to boards, comnissions and cormmittees which the
Counecil mar establish. All residents, whether citizens or non-citizens, shall
be eligible for membership on appointive conmittees, corrissions, boards, and
other appointive adiinistrative positions.

ARTICLE 3. PROCEDURE

Section 1. The Comnunity Council shall be deened to have a quorun when two-
thirds of the Councilaen are present.

Section 2. All regularly scheduled neetings of the Commmunity Council shall
be open to the public except that the Council may, by a naJority vote of those
present, conduct a closed nectinge.

Section 3. 4 najority vote of the Councilmen present at anv neeting shall be
necessary for the enactment of regulations.

Section 4. No regulation shall be enacted sooner than one weeok after its in-
froduction. No regulation shall become effective for 10 days after passage, during
phich intervening time the Council shall provide for adequate publication of its
actions,

Scction 5. The Council has the authority to abrogate the preceding Section in
cases of extrene urgency when the innediate preservation of the public peace, health
or safety requires it by public declaration of the facts constituting the urgency.
The Council nmay introduce at one and the same neeting such regulations which shall
becone effective upon passage by two-thirds vote of the Councilmen present.

Section 6. A record of the ayes and nayes shall be entered in the permanent
ninutes of the Council on all votes on regulations.

Section 7. The Council shall provide such other rules of procedure as nay be
necessary for the conduct of its businesse.

ARTICLE 4. AMEVDMENTS

Section 1. A7 endments to this Charter shall be made through a Comrmnity eleo—
tion, to be conducted in each electorial cdistrict; amendments shall become effec-
tive only when approved by a majority of the voters either at a general or a speo-

ial election.

Section 2. Anendments nar- be initiated only upon two-thirds vote of the Coun-
cil or b a signed metition of one-fourth the qualified voters of Manzanar.

Section 3. mendments shall becone effective immediately upon passages
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ARTICLE 5. FUNCTIONS OF THE COUNCIL

Section 1. The Comrmunit- Council of Manzanar shall prescribe regulations
end nrovide penalties for their violation on all natters, other than those defined
as felonies by the laws of the State of California, which affect the internal peace
and order of Manzonar and the welfare of the resicents, insofar as such regulations
are not in conflict with any federal law, nilitar; proclanation, law of the State of
California, -or any orier issued by an appropriate officer of the War Relocation
Aathority.

Section 2. The regulations enocted by the Commmunit™ Council nay provide for
confinenent, suspcnsion of privileges, and other suitoble punishpent, but they shall
not provide for the imposition of a fine. In lieu of a fine, the Council nay pro-
vide for the suspensicn of the defendant from work privileges, pay privileges, or
other privileges to which he would othorwise be entitled.

Section 3. The Comrmunity Council may present to the Project Director resolu-
tions on questions affecting the welfarc of the residents of the Center.

Section 4. The Comrmanit— Council nay solicit and receive funds and property
for conrmnity purposes anc nav adninistor sauch funds and property.

Section 5. The Comrmunity Council shall have the authorit— to license and to
require reasonable license fees from evacuee-operated enterprises. The total of
such license fees from nll sources shall not exceed one thousand dollars ($1,000)
for any calendar year. No liccnsc fce shall be effective until approved by the
Project Director.

Section 6. Any funds availsble under this provision shall be spent only for
parposes which will pronote the general welfare of the residents, on the basis of
appropriations nade by the Council and on warrants against guch avpropriations
issued b7 the Chairman of the Councill,

Section 7. The Council shall not hrve the authority to nonage, operate or cone
uct business enterprises within the Center.

Secticn 8, The Comrwmnits Council nay establish such connittees, comnissions
and boards as nay be desirable and necessary to facilitate the work of the Council
ond for tho general welfare of the residents.

Section 9. The Comrunit; Council shall exercise such other duties and func-
tions as may be conferred unon it from tine to tine by the War Relocation Aathorit;e

ARTICLE 6. THE JUDICIAL COMMISSION

Section 1, The Comrmunit: Council shall provide for a Judicial Co-mission of
not less than three nembers, which shall hear cases and apply penalties for violae
tion of law and orcer as prescribed by the Council.

Section 2. The Corwunit- Council shall provide for orderly methods of arbdi-
tration for settling civil disputes between resicents.

Section 3. Rules and regulations set forth by the Monual on Judiciary shall
be followed by the Judicial Commission and the Arbitration Commissicn,




