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i just finished reading this letter over and thought to save you
& lot of time I hgd bpetter say just the most important things here then
you can take your time about reading the rest it.

Sem 18 anxious to know what kind of a deal you will give him. “e

hags no idea as to what he could do - said that your grandad hed told
him once that if he fertilized it well, sprayed, pruned and took good
care of it, th'at would be enough. To be honest about the whole thing -

ve had five inquiries about the place to date, nobody with any direct

4 ha q
offers as to terms, btut all willing to talk terms any time. %y honest

opinion 18 that Sam will

take much better care of it In this way - he

can prune exactly as you want 1it, e expects and understands that he can

use any and all the equipmert and he should dp & good job of cultivating
and spreying, Yust who he will have in with him, + am not prepared to
say - + do know that he mon't undersake it alone for he has said so,

%514 Yoe that he knew of

someone with plénty money to finance it and that

he could get him as a partner, Also told him about ®mith belng interested
as a partner. L firmly believe that he expects the dryer to be thrown in.

e -
t 1s the only falr way to handle it.

wit e deal, whether it be for nothing as he sort of expects -~ or on
ghares or cash rent. 4 alsc kiow that 1% that 1s left up to me he will not

dr sho _always be rented by the ton-

1 hope you can p}oture things here - 4 am at his mercy in more ways

than cne, 1If he doesn

t get the place and smells a rat in the way hée may

et mad and move off and then i wouldn't have anyone there at all unless
could locate some decent couple, Jo far + haven't found anyone that

could safely trust that would live there. The kind of trash that fould

-1ive in his cabin would be th& kind that bears watching, This is no
gx reflection on you folks =~

know the elsment that is drifting arcund

at this time, Anyone that is halfway prouvd is working for high weges snd

living in town or running

a ranch to keep out of the army. 1 have looked

or an old couple tp put in the house, but due to the laeck of cooking

ac €8s excepting w

furn-up Ltheir noses,

w a e vathroom w ut a modern tub, they

U the other hand if he takes the place + believe 1t won't be lo

befiore the place will be

}nfeated with #ilipinos and + don't kno!,hmgﬁéy[

£
them around here now and

that race again expected,
pay for it in the end. Now, of course, they have that dryer at Forestville-
this year 22 of tham were i

the th considerable tallzr about
the majority of the growers won t e oné on the
_ have had them in the past have taeaken on
j at meetings that th will -never have

they got too m coc and are goi to

éungled up in thet and they ran quite s number

of ranches, Their idea is to run more ranc&es n?xt year = in this

commection 4 8

t tee who will be

ing in and out of the place next year if he has it aoda when he madg
meé med mbout the wages he later mentioned the place aIrgctfy to Yoo while
.g he would 1ike © g

was ere anc sa

ke to have i1t for 4 or 5 years straight,

: : 0 i he couEt would not sanction such terms gznd
that furthermore *+ didn’t blame them, told him there was too much chane :
for 3 € 80 D LOF ¥ R e <o
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N “de“tg‘; e ' from you begging him to
e O en Ts tris - u;r e I think he should be given the place next year -

if you wish for nothing,

it is alright with me, tut he should pay taxes,
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all insurance premiums, all expenses incurred in the operation of the
place, In other words, the checking account should not be touched during
the year for anything that has to do with that place, At the end of the
yesar the place shall be looked over, the equipment looked over, and if
found to be not Junt right, he shall make it right, unless he can show-
figures bearing out?;hﬂact that he has taken a direct loss due to lm s,
of cr%p, 8tc,, not due to his method of operating same.

n that case, + will see that all the equiprent is checked before he
'cnkea over, the tractor, sprayer, dis¢c and harrow mmd the truck. %e had to

the Studebaker this summer and had trouble with the gas line which we

ixed, The battery for it wes completely goné end we got a second hand
ona for it, When we got through hauling to the packing houses we used it
Tor the gravenateina as long as we had to use the tractor and our orchard
gruck, then when we could drive our Ford in the orchard we used Lhat, Ve
kept the »tudebaker right here in owr yard and used It to haul our dried
apples to town once a week since Johnny's Chevrolet went haywire the lest
part of September, It needs a rear wheel pulled and we can't get a garage
around here to do 1t. Joe intends to have it taken care of as soon as he
has time to scout around and find someone with a big enough wheel puller,
Anyway, we have used the Studebaker for that work and have made a number
of trips to Graton with juice apples within the last three weeks. 1 believe
it will be fair to acsuppe that the use of the Studebaker will be o fset

y the use of our orchard truck all summer, the use of our Fod all sumner

and the use of Johnny's Chevrolet which we pay for by the mile and which
was used right along with our Ford to haul to the packing RCUS6 until we
fook the -tudebaker out on Yuly o7/th. From the 14th to that date our two
Trukks did It all, both packing house apples and dryers, I have the exact
number of trips made by all the different machines and will show Geary
when I teke it up with him, If he feels thet we owe something for the
Studebaler we will be glad to pay 1t, but * am sure thet when he sees ib
He w11l 56 satisTied that it Is a fair oxohange. Yn top of this we paid
for the battery and paid for the small repesirs dore on it.

That is another thing that I think should be made pretty clesr to
Sau -~ the equipment shall De used on that place only - if that geng operate
many ranches 1 won't sanction the use of your equipment on any of them,

he could convince me that he would be perfectly %E{r.an square about

it and could produce facts and figures to show it + wouldn't be so skeptical
about hlm, Dut he Impresses me as wanting To get all there 1s in it for

5 d let the devil take the hin t .
lease bear with me in this - picture first what 4 em up against -
without him on the place I could not gumeantee to do the pruning ag he

.ﬁg_u;d do it ~ tne rest of the work doesn't bother me until harve g§ time .

ithout someone on the place my troubles incresse, especlally after the
gnuit i1s ready to harvest - everybody helps nimself without mercy!

ith him on the place I still have worries, especially if heo 1g§g somebody
else lead him aro and run s but 1f you sanction it, then + will be
happy and will feel lighthearted about it , at lent knowing that you wan ted
i act eigh the matter carefully - please don't give him anything that
you ve sorry for later - tie him down as you would snyone else and

.r o or only, +t may be the solution, but let's give it

one year'sxx trial, don't you think! + have him believing that the
cou:ﬂ Wwon't allow more than that at any one time, +f he does what is right
he _can always renew 1t the next year,

As 1 mentioned in my other letter, + hope you do not let this get
back to him as 1t would make it very uncomfortable for me, Leep as much of
it as possible to yourself and if z‘ou have to explain any of it to CGrandad
tell him to e careful when he writes Sam in regard to anything.

1
avew anein s B3 D8RS o00s el b8 ¢ TR D, 91998 OF#F ) %00 -R00 LB babl
of that will be gone by Konday moming. Some of the boys here think it 1is
awful the way he leta them take his money in the games, but he seems to

1ike 'it.

|_.].




74

datal wov.'¢3 ?

Now, I'll go back to Forestville again, Two days after the fellow
mo ved out myséeriously I had reason to go into the house, We were Just abov
nuts for want of a fan over the tray filler to drive away the fumes coming
from the apples as the tray filled., I scouted all over Santa R a dnd
tried to get one from every friend we had but no luck., When Joe told Sam
that we just had no solution he told us that somewhere on that place there
should have been one that you folks used to have in the dryer and he thought
we should go up and get it. Well, I never had any recollection 'of seeing one
but we went up and hunted around, We looked all through the packing houge
and then went to the house and after looking-in the hall closet went inte

e see that something was wrong.,
Joe spied the box on the floor first -« the cover was still over it, but
instead of being piled high as hmxfx before, the cover was way down into
the box, Gosh, I had been looking for trouble ever since you left and every
time any place got ransacked I made a trip up there and looked over the
windows and doors, but never found a tracéd of trouble at any time, When we
ren into this 1t just made me fecl kinda weak and Joe, too. Well, we lifted
the cover and sure enough - things that we were sure had been there were
gone, For instance, I am sure that both Joe and I during the time that we
searched so diligently for those damnaed wemmEmExkixxfxhxxaxnmsz wrenches that
have neyer appeared, we saw & tool kit, amd maybe two,in that box, We also
femembered seeing & hatchet there and it was gone, I don't knov what else
because I had no inventory of any of that stuff and the only way would be
if you asked for something., Then we proceeded to look around and not iced
that the fishing rods that you had leaning in the corner were gone, All this

. time no idea how anyone EEERmy over got in there because those men were

right there in the yard and I was there every day war king in the orchard,
Well, we made a hurried search of the rest of the house, everything was
in order, but every room hadbeen visited., When you asked for that incense
burner for Grandma I was all through her bedroom, closet and essers and
in the closct I remember.seeing someé pruning shears on one of Lhe shelves,
They were gone, also & palr o? leakle r boots that were on the floor in the
corner of saré closef. From there we went upstairs and looked all arowumd
up there, Where all that stuff was stored over the kitchen I couldn't tell
what wes missing - the only thing that was left disturbed looking was a
straw suitcase that had been untied and left that way, What was in it, I
don't know, but it was still full and untied. After examining all the.
downstakts doors and windows and finding them 0,K, I decided that someone
hed a key and I certainly stewed the reast of the day. Two days later I
went up to pay the men and was sitting in the barnyard looking towards the
front of the house while talking with them, I just happened to glance up
at the small window that goes into the room over the kitchen and noticed
that the sereen was loose and partly opened. I didn't say a word to them =-
when I got through I went up there ani sure enough - the windov had been
Jimmied and that is the way he got in, I .sent word for the sheriff to come
out and he was cut right away. d made up my mind that the

kuy guy that had left with such a small excuse had done it and I told them
all about him, They sgreed that it sounded probablg and possible and sald

"they would, try to catch up with him and question him, They went up to the

place and questioned everyone around there, tut satisfied themselves that
the culprit wasn't around. I finally got up enough spunk to talk anbout it
with the three fellows that were left and they sdmitted that the guyweas
acting darned queer lately and thet he had made a hurried trip to Sacramento
a few weeks before he left and that he acted very mnng about the trip.
After I told them what had happened they decided that probably went there

to sell whatever he got away with. I told all this to the officer

8 bug
they ssid that inasmuch as there were no identification marks on afiything
th:z. I knew of, it would be pretty hard to idéntify anything if they did
locate it in any shop, They promised me they would try to find him, how-
gxsrs ever, and the last I heard from them they had found sore bo dy dthat
namé gnd asked for a deseription of hh:x so they could check, They told me
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they would check and if he was the man then they would go up and question
him, To date I haven't heard anything more and I have come to the con-
clusion that it 1s all a futile effort, If they did find him, he would deny
eéverything and how could I prove anything, Nobody saw him do 1t and nobody
knows exactly what wes talken, Prunin% shears all look alike ard I couldn't
prove that sny palr they might find in a second nd store were yours, The
gshoriff told me thet I was very fortunate in not having the whole interior
o the house damaged, He s one lovely hame near Petaluma was almos €
completely demolished by vandals and they never did find them, He told me

of a number of homes that had been wrecked and said they tried hard to find

who was responsible but had never been able to get much cooperation Irom
an I%; %ow that they tried to run him down, because they had his
In¥ als and without my telling them where he had told me that he hung out

around Sacramento they called me and told re they had found that neme and
address at that street, I am sure they went that far, anyway.,.whether they
could pin anything on him or not, I don't know - evident y not, or I would
have heard from them. I have been sick about it all summer and every time
I think of anyone being so downright crooked I could die, but every time I
went on that place I walked around that house and always found everything
Just so, I got so 1 waan't looking for any trouble, least of all, when I
had someone parked right there that seemed so decent. Even the Nortons told
me how swell the fellows were and had them over doing an ofd chore or two
one day, I never hawve told them about what happened, I didn't want to worry
the old folks while people were camping aro there and since then I heve
been there twice but each time she was gone, When I do find her home I am
goi to tell her about 1t, I forgot to tell you that what we finally
ecided was that he got up on the roof with a ladder from the orchard at
night when the rest were asleep and probably did so more than one night.
He dlept in his own cemp wagon and the oldest fellow in the gang that I
still think was one swell guy told me after he found out what had taken
place thet the gay that beat it used to have the habit of getiling up a 1ot
at night end going to the tollet, or at least, that's what they thought he
used to do. They wanted me to search their belongings and wanted to get out
right away vhen I told them about it.,..they really felt terrible,about it,
I needed the help very badly and felt sure thet they were honest about it,
80 begged them to stay and told them to tell the sheriff what they knew
about him, They cooperated wonderfully, but we didn't get anywhere. Guess
by now you are wondering why I haven't told you all this before. For two
reasons ,- first, I had intended to Just airmall you a short note the day
following the discovery, then decided it would only upset you and wouldn't
do a thing to help matters - I would wait until I had time to explain every-
thing. Secondly, I thought the sheriff would get some dope 7 or might even
‘get the guy to tell what he had done with the stuff, then 1 would paint a
1little brighter picture for you. Wh ote Tsugive o e
that I would have some bad news 0 00 of you vhen I found time -
to write, but that was as far as are 0 g0 on subject, To tell you .
the truth, I haven't felt like discussing the matier at all

éveryone tha ave to
xpec r an 8y _even mé_wor , :
WO e spared any embarassment of this sort, A lot of t 's came to
me a e time, maybe I shou eve 1e e vexicans and Filipinos move in

when they asked for the hogse » hoiweveg, :ﬁt{:rtgl}:e"vingathem some, I think
8 wouléd be missing by a gfg %Jﬁm_t&e_

3?:3:3'.’3"?3 223,1"%,,.1; be entered again without bre ng © 888 an

:uug up aro ore am going up to burm up the dry leaves and trash

‘ d, we still have all the props to put back into place and all
%ﬁeﬂ.lxen irboxea to patch and put inside, I put the peelers and all the

extra trays in right after lenry got g'hrough, but we haven't had t?he help .
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- free to do the longer jobs. Tomorrow I am taking 3 Mexicana up there to
do the props and we will sort all the boxes we can ard stack them on the
porch, A big portion of them are in our dryer as they came down with the
late stuff and stayed here, Those darned things go to pieces quickly and
whenever I had time I kept up with them pretty well, but along toward the
last they sterted losing nails and staying that way, noboly had time to
take care of them, I plan on doing the patching myself as I think I will
make a better effort to save the hopeless looking ones thah some guy that
I might hire and furthermore, it won't cost anything if I do it, and further
o then t¥at - W I wish I had nothing else to "do wut
patch boxes, would really enjoy it. I kept all the lug boxes patched all
surmer and I still have & goodly number of them to fix before I deliver
all of my Dad's that I rented, I don't worry about our own, but I don't like
P to turn back the rented ones in bad shape,

If the Mexicans stick around for a while Iw 111l be able to have all the
work up there completed by the end of this month, that 1s, by being able to
spare them here a few half days or so, Outside of them there isn't a man in
sight for any kind of work, except the Filipinos and ncbody knows what they
are plenning, We don't dare ask them anything about their future plans as
they always just look at us and grin and say they don ®t know what they are
going to do, Our night man told Joe the other day that Sam had asked him to
comeé back to prune your place for him this winter, When Joe told Sam that
Tom said he was coming back to prune for him he denied it, said Tom told

him that he was coming back to prune for us, Can you beat 1t? I am getting
more and more so I don't trust them at all,,,.,and people have the nerve to

fell usthat a Jap can't be trusted, Jiy answer has always been and will be

for a long time to come, that we had many dealings with Johnny and we would
not wvant to meet a more Eruafworth rson, I have %o e whe

2068 on an ng the tal king - more kham often than

. not, it is one fwoulan't trust any fapther than I can thbow a bull by the
> tail, Everyone I have met that ever did busihess with your Gprandad more :
‘ than one season swears by his honesty and cdon't worry, there are many people

who wish you were right back there running your busincss as usual, The
wti,,z aentiment lQBml to be t:ho other way, however, and nobody kn_qgg_uhgr._nul
«"? Bappen : -

Xuﬂ-‘p‘ harder for the good peon e _and that propaganda lpreadl likn wildfire whon
it wants to, I personally believe a small portion of that., Ky contention is
this - it 1s Z=m true, take care of thoseé responsible, 56% for God's
sake, don't condamn the rest of the innocent ones! Such a world we are
‘.Livigg in! Sometimes I wish 1 were miles away from & radio or people so I
co rest my weary mind for a few hours - it gets so tired from all the
things I have to remember and figure out and then all this bad feeling and
e mean things happening, I wonder how I keep halfway sane, I guess 1 let it
get mée too much, I am just built that . and can't help it,
TwE to wind up on Sam - here 1s the final touch, After the incident
o up there, espeéecially, I told him that I didn't think I could stand much
more hqppenings around there -~ that I thought he shoulld save his money this
summer and try to run 1t next year so he would stay right there tl® year
around and watch out for the place as your Grandad had asked him to, He
X wouldn't give me any satisfaction either way, just shake his hesd and grin,
7.

All the time he has been here in the dryer he has never said a word to me

about 1t, but told this to Joe the other day, Why he has never discussed

it with me, I don't know, He evidently asked Joe to tell me to write you
yﬁ bec;g e for the past two days he has been telling Joe that he wished I

on t

w get & letter from you expressing your views on the matfer, I aﬁould

have written before, I guess, but I felt that he should ask me to, not

Now I am going to end this - I hadd't intended to go into so much
detail, but now that it is done, I feel much better, There is still so 7
much to tell about the past season that it would take as many more pages
and altogether mf too much of my time - for this time it will have to do.

As ever p
Lo




