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Dear Kazuo:

You might know we hive been having sare gooc westher or I would hnve
written before. Yes sir, with exception of msstcrdqv forennon we've enjoyed . -
gsunshinoe eviry dny for s wiole week! When we swoke yesterday it w:s raining ord
it continued until noon then the sur ¢ me out :nd ag:in this moming there 1s
a bright sun shining. It is <bovt time for it to mike up its mind cre wny or
another, At that, we have rain often enough to break 1nto.the work and even to
harm the bloom, I am efrsaid, Bverything is getting in full swing now - the peers
prunes, pe:sches and cherries are white as c'n ve and the applo° are turning from
pinz #o wrhite in some seetions. I was up to the ‘ranch last iondey #nd wes sur-
prised to sec how slowly they were opeding up compared with ours here, I wes
under the impression that they were so far she d, but guess they speed up a
1ittle leter, Ye finally finished the spraying up there two we ks ngo tofay
after stopping for rain every day or so. 7e started out with the elgetol and
rut on 2700 gellons of that then it rained for four days nrc s0 Joo wes afraid
to use tiat and we pot lime snd sulphur, We put on 3300 gellons of that stuff.
Ssam helped us *hrnughout the spraying anc helped us put orn the nitrste one day
when it was too wet to spray, We got him to come down here for two days to help
us with lime and sulphur, but "is hanis got pretty sore '‘nd Joe snd I had to
finish§elpne. ile wes here lust week and hishards were all healed un so I guess
it wesn't as usd as it looked, but I know he hmted to go or with the work. fhe
gloves we buy nowadays nre rotten. Joe psid {2 00 per pair for them and they
dién't last two days, The last ones e pot weren't vubber, tut just canvss with
gome sort ~f coetin; thet pecled off as soon 2s you bent *he finscrs, Sam came |
dorn to tell me thet he had another letter from your Iad on that berrel of liso
so I wert up agnin and made a thorough search of the whole house. This time he
told Sa: that it mizht have been ir the gerbage c<n that he nut away, I looked
all over for that cen nnd finally thought about lookirg in the basement and
sure enough, there it was. Bosh, I hed auvout given up on thot stuff, I found
thot wice were cetting into al ! that stuff stored ovor the litchen rmd I wought
sone poison anmd put that out when we were spraying so the other asy * lonked .

around for results, I didn't find ary dead ones, nt most of the poison hacd beer
eaten rnd I sm poing to remew the provess in a few days, There 1sn't much élse
to do for them, I guess. The last dey ~e sprayed I opened the living room:and
kitchen Goors and let the air through all noon hour, “hen we go up for the
next spray the weather should be nice and warm and then 1 will alr the whole
place out agein, I pulled some of tle worst clumps of grass out of the zarden
and got oll the dry -stuff out, but I will aduit that I kevon't tire to really
do it up right, that ia, to spade it‘and trim all the shrubbery, etc, Sam has
time. but I hate to sask him to do it and perhaps he wounld dig out more stuff.
then necessary if he doesnt't know the wecds from the flowers, anyway, I haventt
nerve enough to ask him to do any of it, + get 8o carned msd at thst bunbh - ;
we need help so bacdly and they lay around for days at the time, but we don't -
dnre ask them to ao anything, Joe gots up guts enou;h once in . while and svery.
time they Just look st us and never -seem to make up their minds whether or not .
they want to wvork,..makes a puy feel funny ss heck, Sam hasnever deliberately
refused to do anything for us, but we alwoys wonder hov he fecls when it takes
8o long for him tn say 'yes! or 'no!', Some time ago he told.us that he didn't |
intend to teke & contract for hop work this year because he wanted to heélp ithq
the work up there, etc, He seid he would move over there snd when we wanted him
we could just cell up for him, well, Joe thought if thet were the case maybe
we could plan on him to help «=ith the s-raying snd propping until thinning
time when he would ve plenty tusy up there. I'e acted as though he woul€ be
willing to do thsat. Ye told hi: we would give him.the gas to come drwn here
with, HYe came down two ¢ays ancd we filled his tank, theén he never showed up.
again until tre otier day with the letter from your Desé, 9f course, we knew
his hands were tad, vut he admitted thet they heal ed “1pht up and novor aYe -
anv excuse for not showlng up. Joo told him thet dav that we wouldn't bother ;

5 4o 'help as long a8 re was join- to be making 51,00 ver hour in the hops %)

chst =@ had a young -‘1d 1n minn trzt'wna rejeetad by the droft board Y el
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Joe told him at the ssme time tlat he wes planning on him to take care of
the thinning at Forestville and didn't want him to f##l us there., lie just sort
of grinned and then told us that he had changec his mind about moving - he inte:
to stay at the ranch and commute to the hop yard. He didn't seem to be either
hurt or pleased that we had lound someone else to help us here, Fumnie st guy!
Just the same ho is a 1007 better worker than the avera e that we can find now
and he knowvs what he 1s dolng, excepting around machinery, We tho .ght he would
know all about the sprayer up there and Joe asked him so rany questions only
to find out that he hardly knew what made it run. After working with him spray-
ing Joe decided that it would be a gnod idea to hsve someone that knows more
about the tractor do the cultivating, etc, This Loy we have in view has driven
al. kinds of tractors, mostly big ones and he is a daendy mechanic and welaer,
$he mein worry we have is that He was deferred for a minor ailment and if they
eall him again they might take him, He wants to get steesdy farm work if he can
so he can keep out of it, Of.course, his folks have a farm snd he works there
quite a bit, but he can't busy steady there so he wants something like this to
teke up the slack, Joe intends to cdo all he can alone, but we will get stuck

‘with the sprayving and cultivating that come in about the .ssre time. If we can

get him to do the cultivating at your place while we are winding up soraying
around- the cowmtry down here 1t would be swell, Then teco, Joe could go on with
the daryer 1f he can take over ith the cultivating when we finish the spraying.
Well, anyway, we have hopes of having help for a vhile, st least, The kid thet
helped us spray early in the season has promised to help us with the rest of .
the spraring around here, although he has a steady job.

Joe and I still have our nitrate to spread, e just got through planting
30 some odd trees. e had to plant all Golden lelieious and f11ll up the r st
of the holes, The only reason we got the (Gnldens wes that Prosser decided not
to plant this year and gave up !iis order. They are rore thar we wanted, but
Joe thought he would put them in and then graft later iI they do well. 1 have
been trapping gophers every day ond dolng very well, I get two and three per
day. I got a kick out of your place - I took traps up there and tolé Sam that

- I noticed there were a couple of gophers around his house bothering some youn;:

trees., I set the traps one evening and the next morning wher I went up I had
one @n each trap. Sam just looked at me so funny when told him about 1%, He
wasn't home when I got them out and I never could figure out whether he Leljeve
me or not. Hiis cat ate them both so the cat knew I wasn 't lying, ard I édidn ' t
see any mare work golngz on arounéd t ¢ trees, either,

I thought the bloom looied good the ot hier day vhnen + was up ond Sar saild
i1t looked lilke a heavy crop so I hope it turns out well and that we can pet
help to harvest it at the right time, Oh yes, Sam told Joe the other day trat
sonre young Filipino is trying hard to get a gang together to remnt the drver
up there, I imagine they will get together like Andy ard the crowd dic in that
one cdown town last year, I know they made plerty money for each scne and threy
are going to do the same this year,., Whoever this i1s, I don't know, but from the
way Sam talled that is the plar if he can get enough together té handle it, |
I asked Sarm to try end do that, but he wouldn't hear of it. Ve thought 1 should
run it and that is out of the question altogether. In the first place -e car't
handle two so far apart and in the second place we can't afford to run it for
wages alone as it entalls too much time and work, let alone countins the time
and expense spent in rurning back and forth which would have to be cone very,
very often while it is opersting, God, I wouldn't be sleeping nights or anvthing
else, I will either have to be in the field or in our own cryer all summer,

' because Joe can ve in only one place at the time and two to one he will 'ave to

take the fileld work so he ¢an watch both the cecrew here and up there and do the
trme king from both places, I have hopes thet everything will work out in good
shape, but I an not going to termyself with promises to.amyone - we are going
to do oub utmost for everyone concerned and hope for the best,
The dryer up there will need some repairs if it is rented - the poreh rhert
the bsrrels are is completol¥ fone - big heles that are verw dargerous, The
trfomm are fnildhg mart end need some new vood .,
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I can't think right now, but I know there are other minor repairs that
will have to be made for safety's salke if nothing else. In a way 4 hope thnt
somebody will work ~rut a echeme so that it can ve operated this year on a
tonnage rental basis lile last year. If a group can work it out think they

“ean pget enough apples around there to make a decent run as the crop promises
to e a big one. All these other dryers are busy getiing their machinsry
installed, e got our two machines lesst week snd Osborn got the ones for the
Okamoto dryer, Hankins las the Cordoza dryer all torn up and expects his peelers
ary day, also, To date I heve kn-wledge of only two hand machine dryers that
are rented and those two are the Aburano dryer and the one that Andy has at
Forestville. The 7insby dryer is ancst her one tiat is being changed over that
I just learned about this weck, I imagine that when the season starts there
411 be two or three more hsnd operated ones running 1f the lsbor can be had
as they ran last year ané are in good shape. Dryers that didn't operate last
year are probsbly out for the @uration, Well, I imagine things will work out
alright as time goes on.

I just happened to think about an erticle in the last Times and I cut it
out to send you., These articles are disturving, to say the lesst, and I don't
know how far they will go on this stuff, I don't Lelieve there is too ruch to
worry about on that equiprent up there if we make use of it, slthough it would
not surprise me a bit to have somebody turn it in to headquarbers, If I am ever
bothered about it i will tele it up wlith Geary and let him straighten it out,
He knows the setup ard that we are using it when necessary in the operstion of
the rench so perhaps he can go to thre bat. There is only one sticker and that
is if they check up on the amount of time it is being used - I have been told
that if the equiprent was SSESSSEELBBAEE not used to the fullest extent that 1t

~would ve made available té needy farmers when not in use., I don't know what they
mean by motor vehicles, Lut I presume that refers to trucks only. Our plens
were for using our Ford snd Johnny's Chev to do the hauvling up there, but 1if
worse comes to worse we may have to get the truek out. too. It is just n lot of
extra work getting it in order and unless we have to we won't do it,.

How 1s Johmny's Tapily petting along? I wrote Tsugigeclong ago and have
never had an answer, lope this coesn 't indicate ynetl

Cuess your liveaameewnboul as uneventful as ever, Chip hesr't been ‘*eard frov
for ages, elther, How many of the gang has gone 1r~to the arry" _r,n.g_na_tj_.ni.ng_ts
takings up considerable time around here., Starti 3

for meat sné I hope that we can buy a little more nf Lh_n_m_}m___‘nm_abln
to get the vast two ronths. ‘e haven't had beefstoakfgx_g*_i_s_nﬂg_e_mL_amr
three months, as & ratter of Iact, I have bou,ht beef of any kind only three
tives during that time and two of ths @ purchases wer- made in Santa Fosa,

This town 1as béen ter:+ible and when one can't g-t into town at the right time
(the mest comes in on lionday evening) it is just too vad, I usually pgot inteo
town along about Thursday or Friday and there wasn't even & smell left in the
shops,. e have been very fortunate In having our ice locker with pork and veal —
In it. We are about through with the pork, but we just put another 165# vesl

in 1t last week, I am still makin butter and the chiclrens are laying and the
rabbits all have little ones (35 little ores in all) s~ we heve nothing to
kiecl" about. Our city friends are certainly kicking, though.They come up here
and just asbout die when they see how much we have all around us, “alt until our
garden gets oing - we have had two messes of lettuce already and the peas are
about a foot high, Joe is poirng to plow up the bilg plot for me this coming week
ané¢ then 1 will sow more lettuce and put in the rest of the stuff little by
little, Its a cinch we can't depend on the town markets to keep us alive any :
more and I will not go and stand in line to get something when I have plenty to
do at home.

Lloyd has written three times since .bé.'mg éveraeu. He aeezfs,' to ‘pe‘ in goad.
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snirits ard guess he is working plenty hard, lle says he is drlving on m&ht !ﬂ!
s if: and through a lot of mud m%x and slush and thnt he has to keep awake or
else! I write to him very often for they don't pet mall regularly and I think 1
that way he stands a chmce of getiing mall before get'ing ton darmed homesiclk.
I know his mother snd sister write oftem, too, but I don't think those kids can
get too much mail, 1 got a letter from his vrother the othor day. le has been

overseas smce last Fall and I think is not very far from Lloyd, but of course,
they don't know it. Wish this thing would wind up - it juﬂf@w !
wall down the strecf and see nothing but vomer and old ren - all thes e young

faces gore and tre thought all the time that many of them will never ue seen

agein,

I've writter tliis in so meny differert spells that I forgot whether or rot
I told wvou that Teeks' man is going out to put ngw plungers in the spraver be-
fore we use it agasdn. It was lealing badly theplast two days snd when Joe asked’
them what caused L,t they said right away tha t$h lungers last only one or tun
seasons xxx and| that they would have to )A) re . Joe 1s going up uith him °

to see how 1th1l ne in case we have td do ain at some future dste. Vhen

that is done e ?2. i to take the tractor in/to gnmd's md. let them find
out just wha Qséz sing all the grinding and gfabbing, Joe thinks 1t would be*

very foolish to 1t the way it 1s pulling the disc bocause something more
might get beyorgs ir and make the job cnsvpm
havir: to put o ioney for thege reveirs,

best to have yo ,Lequipment in good shape \tl
income taxes‘and pqve Poo agqlfi{nt on hand to jrork with, Yhich reminds me,

I filed trnocoretagx imagine I widl hégr fror thew for using the wmng,‘
forms, but I és;d 1'% pot the kimd I was suphos o use for guardiar so I

sent the next t. 1 treanted all the equipme d fixtures as thoughf they
.were yours snd t k off deprecistion on all t,, which I Lelieve is the

6, In a way I hate to think of
e other hand, 1t is probably
\to have to pay it out in =»x

proper thing to his I cut -t net income down below the taxable
amount for ea f'(y - I ha . the form befarq‘me right now, but I think 1%
turned out to” W-Ogething L1 3 12.00 each. I'filed a partnership form cover-
ing all the income #nd expens then showed m division for esch one of

you, Due to the fact that eacH’bne was below the $500, 00 mark I did not file
separate returns for Q‘nch one., If they want it ary di érent they will have to

let me know - this, ally t t one year, ar trat time I can get
more 1nfnmtion oo some oua Geary J us é we to file the roturn!

and didn't give re aqy/umt ctions so 1 did the oes knew how,

- Think I have rambled on long enoubh here and will cmll 11: quits for this
time, Tell Tsugiye I would like to hear from her if sh¢ lsn't too buay. de
hello to Grandra. too. 7 ‘1
. 0 Sy A

Best regords from allof us, \(7 "

~As ever, & ‘{7
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