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Honorable Francis Biddle, L EEFL B ey

Attorney General of United States, - okl iﬁsg
Washington, D.C. T R
Dear Attorney General: 1, &;qfﬁwﬁd;*ié/ﬁ

I 1istened to your address relati#é‘t&*‘é?., %ﬁf
leniency extended to alien italiens.From the figuree
vou gave no doubt it was a very senslble move,especlally
Just at this particular time.

I was in San Francisco as a government agent
last spring when Col, DeWitt began his moves agalnst the
aliens there. When the curfew went into effect the Mayor
and others began a fight to have such curfew not apply to
jtaliens or germans and the newspppers contained much as
to the expected move from Congress to make it easy for
those two classes of aliens to escape the orders of the

" Colonel. The Japenese who were in the stores where I was
were unable to understand why those of them who were
citizens should be under a ban which was not even required

of aliens of other groupss

No doubt you people have a record as to the
number of Japanese who have been interned because of
gsome reason other than the fact they are Japanese, I just
wonder why thdse Japanese should not be acquainted with
the facts, if such they be, that a large per centage of
them have been interned because of some evidence cf dis-
lgyalty. In that way those thousands of young bright
Japanese noty in camps might understand to some extent, at
least, why they are deprived of their liberty.

When the move was started at San Francisco I wired
Senator Norris my views, Some two or three weeks latter after
the Jape had been thrown out of thelr state positions and thegp
compelled to close out their businesses I received a letter
from his Secty. saying the Senator was in a Naval hospital for
a check-up, I did not feel the right thing was being done, I
have not been acquainted with any facts to date to change my
mind and there are many others not of Jespanese blood who feel
the same waye. I haven't been squ@éing my feelings about this
1 I should call

generally but do fe our attention,
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ﬂ“ on the Yest Coast were adopted primarily for the detorrent

effact they would Mave upon the plans of our enszies and vere

not of thensslves a reflsction upon tie loyalty of the
group vhich wes affected, Ihe government has asppreciated
the almost coxplete scoperetion which the Japaness citizea
subsequent relocatics program, Ais the couree of the wur
evolves and our dafense needs Decone more alearly defined,
there ars no doubt rhases of the sitvation whisch will be
reconsidered,

1 - it your views will yecisve
congideretion in conssction with oup

Very truly yours,

Eéward J, Panis
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