W 2 s . 4
Lt 3L ; o
e % / f’,’ UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA /j
= ,é__ "
3 '/ S ":;Q,"
o.fr:ige OF THE PRESIDENT D \
ZRKELEY, CALIFORNIA e Saen
\/" AbEE(I'EC?X‘ Ebbi} Lo GRRED API'll O
v, TOR AoENGWLE
Sororeble Franklin D. Roosevelt Axp @nhhmrnggi’?'l‘ ///4 "// 7/~ :O
The White House 3/,, » L / #F ez | Y s
S —, D.C. T e x ﬁﬁf/i?ﬁlgﬁ i fHAY 11942
’V‘«U‘vl’r i .
Deer Mr. President: ) "%&M ! .-

r
) v

% \ #hich but & short time ego we have spoken so enthusiasticelly should be main-
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\}ch Japanese descent who reguest it to have their ceses cons:.der
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You must be aware of the fact that if the evacuation order SIONE- .
£he Pacific coast is enforced as it now stands, it will mean that thousands >
of Germans and Itelians, many of whom are refugees from Fascism and Kazism,
will be driven out - heaven knows where. As & whole, you will find among
these groups a very lerge number who have suffered bitterly from totalitarian
cprression and who hete it far more than any one of us can hate it. They
have had personal experience with it. After being driven from lend to land,
they have finally come here as & haven of refuge. They have begun to build
up new lives. They are willing to work at enything, however humble. At this
£ime, when they have just begun to reBsteblish themselves, they will be driven
out and once more will be wanderers cn the fece of the earth.

I particularly know meny who are professors and physicians. After
e£ll, what can a professor do if he is driven out? MXost colleges and univer-
eities are in difficult financial straits. Physiciens are denied the oppor-
tunity of practicing in other states of the Union. In any event, 21l these
pecple will go forth with & stigma on them a&s ernemy eliens, e stigme which is
most unfeir and undeserved.

I truat, therefore,____j:h_,a.l.w heart that.hsaring boards will be _l

.set up to.examine the case of each such German “and Italien, in order that

those who ere established es frlen&'lv #IY¥ens may be perml'l:teu to reside here
end continue their llw}es in their wonted homes.

In additior, we find many Germens ard Itelians who have lived here
for rany, meny years, and yet have nct sttained citizenship. In many instances
this is due to the fact that they have not scouired literacy, but this does rot
make them any less devoted to Americen ideals. This does not make them sabo-
teurs or subversive influences.

But in addition to all of these I would like to add the Americen
citizens of Japanese descent. After all, these are American citizens. They
have been brought up in our schools and they have lived 1nﬁ 1c‘g@_ h\rround-
ings. TWhen the war is over, they will still be American c . This is the
Pirst time in our history, I believe, that & group of American citizens have
k2é to remove themselves from a whole ares and the selection asnbeénz ased
purely upon ancestry. Throughout the country, communities, y \ntliout any
experience with Japanese, but largely because they have bee g;t Emtlzéd as
enemy aliens dangerous to our nation, have refused to admit oM. +"4pems to
me that the least that could be done would be to permit such ug}/éitlzens
E\WVWE-

After all, you will agree, I am sure, that the igiim‘r\r/eg‘cles of
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teineé to the utmost degree possible, even in time of war. It would be a
pathetic thing if we should zacrifice in the war the things for which we

ere fighting.

I realize, of course, that national security comes first, but we
should meke the utmost effort to deal with humen beings as individuals and
not make those who are irnocent and loyal esuffer. I earnestly urge thzt
everything possible be done to set up such heearing boards &s expeditiously
as possitls.

It would be a splendid demonstration thet America can keep its
heed and its liberties ever in wartims.

I am

Respectfully yours,

&—/5”
Mo e E. Deutsch
Vice-President end Provost
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- Boards be set up in order that thoss who have estzblished

" themsslves as friemd.ly el{ens may be permitt«ed to reside
“in their homes end continue their lives in a normal way

" has been re:farrad to thls office. far consi.daratio i
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