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»///STUDIO WORKSHOP EXCHANGE ( Kent, Tom, RUDY, CHET)

* Coming out of N.Y. Heroes Homecoming newsreel w/ sound;

and Pres. Truman White House reception for 442nd.

KENT: WELL, AOW'D IT FEEL TO MARCH DOWN CONSTITUTION AVENUE
AND BE WELCOMED BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES?

2-sh. RUDI and CHET both respond

‘?OM: WHEN I LOOK AT THAT MATERIAL WHAT I WANT TO KNOW IS HOW'D
IT FEEL FOR YOU TO BE RISKING YOUR LIFE FIGHTING IN EUROPE
WHILE YOUR FAMILIES WERE LOCKED UP IN CAMPS BY THE CQUNTRY
YOU WERE FIGHTING FOR?

CHET: ( Explains he wasn't in camp, and why, but how he felt anyhow)
RUDY : ( Explains his family was interned in Poston, Arizona,
uprooted from their farm in Salinas, his father

having served in WWI, but didn't stop him being picked
up by FBI." I volunteered, but I had a hard time making

up my mind."

I T 'S SAID YOU WERE THE MOST DECORATED UNIT IN US MILITARY
.EENT : HISTORY. UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES, WHY DID YOU SERVE AT
ALL. OR SO WELL?

C or Rt WELL, IT'S A LONG STORY...NOT EASY TO EXPLAIN.
the Other: GUESS, THAT'LL BE SOMETHING YOU'RE GOING TO FIND OUT.

(and when you find out, maybe you'll tell us.-.")




ON-CAMERA CHET AND RUDI

_ ' head)
"( Following Kent/Tom about kinds of positions; T's- shaking/
CHET: I WANTED TO JOIN RIGHT FROM THE BEGINNING....

( anti-fascist feelings about Nazis.. several

attempts to join...finally accepting JA..
but segregated... and only infantry.)

( After Rudy's hard decision, and bridge to Hgyﬁggg gﬁger.)

CHET: RidQF 8f EﬁSp$Sigi§nX°&8§§eﬁ£viﬂglg'ﬂgngEEme 33,000;/ 1).

making up their minds, to volunteer or not
volunteer for the army. But even while they

were struggling with their decision, a

a unit of JA soliders were already in training.
tRataipo i i

They were/ B McCoy Wisconsin. They were

Hawaiian nisei far away from home...seeing snow

for the first time in their lives.

CHET Members of 442nd's artillery unit first to
BREAK OPEN THE GATEE 6F DACHAU

"Two members of the artillery unit of the 442nd
were the first to break open the gate to Dachau
concentration camp. The is from the diary of T/4
Ichiro Imamura, Medical detachment y ‘52208

field artilley bn.

" I watched as one of our scouts used his carbine
to shoot off the chain that held the prison gates

BRUEs s " ({ P:-4117 G for B. )

CHET: The feeling, mission, men had
as related/}p/égjir famlie
theigéood ame; their p
for a/bézzert98%6r£e

or depending on how they conducted themselves as soldiers,

even to the point of sacrificing their lives?

WHY WERE THESE EMN SO HEROIC? DID THEY TAKE MORE CHANCES
THAN OTHERS? ...EVEN WHEN NOT IN TIGHT SITUATIONS ?




RUDY ON_CAMERA

8/13/83
filming
“/// RUDI: "“THE DAY right after Pearl Harbor
( school fight... football team...
Principal expelled him...
someday I'll get you" )
y// RUDI: " AFTER THE WAR.. WHEN I CAME HOME TO SALINAS

I WENT TO SEE THE PRINCIPAL WHO'D EXPELLED ME
AND MY BROTHER THE DAY AFTER PEARL HARBOR...

b///RUDI " I WENT BACK TO SALINAS, CA. BEFORE THE WAR
ENDED. LOT OF &ETERANS HAD BEEN HAVING A
BAD RECEPTION BY THEIR FORMER HOMETOWNS PEOPLE
army gave him gun to use .. Salinas newspaper
announcing his return... pickets at the train
station..."”

V/ RUDI " Not all whites in Salinas treated us bad....
the Arrington family., ..

y// RUDI "Sometimes the guys knew.. just had a strong
| feeling their time was up. My good friend

John... had that feeling. One day he said to
me, Rudy, you know that Japanese song you're always
singing? You mean China noru? Yeh, ..will you sing
it for me? Why do you want me to do that?
"Tomorrow I'mboing to the line, and this time I
don'yg think I'm coming back" So I sang it for him..

{ Bings. ..)
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b///'Wben General De Witt learned of the War Dept'izilans to forﬁTa,“malk

a Japanese/Amer combat team he protested agal t e J&em

determine loylaty by interrogation.

\ BT o

DATE -- January 1943 lC"\

SPEAKER -- General DE WITT 53

"D (Uit susp L0

I DON'T SEE HOW THEY CAN DETERMINE THE LOYALTY OF A JAP BY

INTERROGATION...THERE ISN'T ANY SUCH THING AS A LOYAL JAPANESE..

I FEEL...THAT IT IS A SIGN OF WEAKNESS AND AN ADMISSION OF

AS ORIGINAL MISTAKE. N’




See previous Page and DE wITT

%2308, BT TS GOING T0 BE A Limrrs HARD FOR THE WAR E
!( DEPARTMENT T0 EXPLAIN WHY)WHEN THEY WERE.IN. ASSEMB,;.{ CENTERS,

—THAT ¥ IF l‘}\’?

UNDER CONTROL

)

POSSIBLE TO DETERMINE LOYALTY,- THEY DIDN"




{After Stimson announcemtn of 442nd formatlon, and DeWitt/
Bendetsen objection)

Kol ¢ [owe

TOM: YOU MEAN THE GOVERNMENT , AFTER LOCKING THEM UP IN CAMPS,

f THEN TRIED TO GET THEM TO SIGN UP FOR THE ARMY TO FIGHT?
!

KENT: YES. ( T: HOW'D PEOPLE REACT?)
=" * SOME SAID THEY WOULD JOIN ONLY IF THEIR RIGHTS AS CITIZENS
WERE ; EIRST. /NHIRE ) R_Li2 B2 OR—ENPRRNED HEM
Rw “I.L-A- y

: soqi S b nea 3 2 p{BOUF, ANYTHING PROPOSED 'BY . THE GOVT. :
éﬁh—ﬂ&%ﬁe—-’* NI E&—Seﬁeéiggg;gﬁﬁD-ﬁihUSéB‘RS CANON FODDER.

* SOME WERE SO BITTER THEY NO LONGER TRUSTED THE GOVT. AND WERE
UNWILLING TO COOPERATE WITH A COUNTRY THAT TREATED THEM AS

THE ENEMY.
* BUT SOME SAW IT AS:THEIR ONLY THANCE 'TQ "PROVE THEILR LoyaLTy",

QR DO TEEIR 2ART,IN SPITE OF BEING TREATED - IF THEY L &
: g > 1) UNJUSTLY. : ?m 3
PEOPLE MIGHT SEE THAT, AND THEY AND THEIR FAMILIES WOULD HAVE A

FUTURE...GET OUT OF CAMP; GO BACK To/HBREE 1N CALIFORNIA. .
WASHINGTON. ..OREGON. WHAT OTHER CHOICES DID THEY HAVE, LOCKED
UP?? THEY BARGAINED WITH  THEIR ONLY GA-R'DC P . .THEIR LIVES.

PEOPLE IN CAMP HAD BIG DIFFERENCES ABOUT WHETHER TO VOLUNTEER FOR THI
ARMY OR /RB5*TMAE SPLITS WERE W BITTER

1 \nass
WiA$-D0 YOU THINR . J&G‘\M 3&»... WOULD YOU HAVE VOLUNTEERED?

( T shakes his head at the complexity of it...doesn't answer)

(Skip loyalty oath...goes to CHET aobut being accepted finally
for military service, but only in segregated unit, and only
for infantry). CHET: " I wanted to join; I had tried to

join right from the beginning....
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