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M€ MESSAGE FROM GENERAL JOHN WECKERLING, FOUNDER OF

THE MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE LANGUAGE SCHOOL.

ON THIS .THE 4OTH ANNIVERSARY OF THE FOUNDING) OF THE

\/

MILITARY INTELLIGENCE SERVICE LANGUAGE SCHOCI)I THIN’K) IT
'-UULDM BE REMISS TO TRACE THE ACTIONS OF THOSE "FFICER/
WHO WERL RDSPONSIBLE FOR THE IDEA.

IN THE SUMMER OF 19hl)I WAS ON DUTY IN THE PANAMA CANAL
ZONEe LOOKING AHEAD SIX MONTHS OR SO ,I COULD VISUALIZE THE
POSSIBILITY)OF A WAR BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND JAPANg. I

/
FEARED )IN THE EVENT OF WAR)I MIGHT BE ASSIGNED PERMANENTLY

IN TH- CANAL ZONE = A RELATIVE QUIET SECTORe

I DECIDED TO TAKE UNOFFICIAL ACTIO) IN AN ATTEM 1)'1'0
SECURE A MORE ACTIVE ASSTGNME“!TQ

ACCORDINGLY,I WROTE MAJOR C. C. DUSENBUR‘L) AN OLD FRIEND/

WHC WAS CN WAR DEPARTMENT‘GENERAL STAFF DUTY'(I:‘-ITELLIGENCE/) IN

WASHINGTON yWHO HAD BEEN IN JAPAN/AS A LANGUAGE STUDE?\YT/AT‘ THE
SAME TIME )’I‘HAT I HAD THIS DUTY, AT FIRST)HE GAVE ME NO EN-

CCURnGT_‘EE’\f”‘ BUT LATE ‘?) WROTE ME TELLING OF THE PLAN)THz.IB BEING
i

DEVISED OF ORGANIZING A NISEI “ﬁVISION(CO’ViBAT))USINP U.S. AND

HAWAIIAN NISEI FOR THIS PURPOSE, THE NEXT LETTER)INFORMED ME
THAT) THIS PLAN }lAD BEEN SCALED DOWN )TO CREATING WHAT EVENTUALLY
BECAME,THE 100TH BATTALION)AND LL42ND REGIMENTAL COMBAT TEAMe

- )
THIS WOULD ALLOW)FOR THE TRAINING OF NISEI/AS TRANSLATORS/AND

INTERPRETERS)
HAVING HAD THE 'ATTENTION)OF THE INTELLIGENCE DIVISION OF THE
FOR YEARSe WHILE ON DUTY, AS ASSISTANT MILITARY

)

OF THE JAPANEZSE LANGUAGE g'HE NEED FOR WHIC&

GENERAL ST AFF)



ATTACHE IN TOK[O) I WAS SENT TO KORE A/TO LOCK INTC THE POSSI-
ILITY OF USING KOREANS/ FOR THAT PURPOSEg
LATE IN AUGUST OF 1941 I WAS OFFERED AND ACCEPTE&THE

RESPONSIBILITY) OF ORGANIZI‘é WHAT BECAME MILITARY INTELLI-
GENCE SERVICE LANGUAGE SCHCOL)BUT ON A SMALL SCALE, PILOT
BASISg ARRIVING AT THE PRESIDIO OF SAN FRANCISC&I BEGAN
AT OI\ICE}O SEARCH FCR A SUITABLE BUILD"NG)O HOUSE THE
STUDENTS )A?’D FOR CLASSROOM FACILITIES, I WAS INFCRI VIEDJBY
THE OFFICERS RESPONSIBLE FOR QUARTERING)THAT NO SUITABLE
SPACE WAS AVAILABLEg I HAD LOCATED A SMALL HANGAR)ON
CRISSY FIELD )WHI CH I RELUCTANTLY ACCuPTED)AS AN EMERGENCY
MEASURE i[ ORDER TO BEGIN CLASSES BY NOVEMBER 1ST ¢

Y’W“ 7 AS WE ALL KNOW THE FAMOUS( OR INFAMOUS ORANGE CRATES

- HHD TO BE 1 IVPRCVISED AS CHAIR$, WITH THE ASSISTA!\C"‘) CF TH"%

T TS

CAPTAIN KAI E. RASMUSSEN)STUDMJTS WERE SELECTED} AND COMPETENT
INSTRUCTORS HIRED)REQUIRAING CONSIDERABLE TIME. AT THIS JUNC-
TURBI LOST THE SERVICES OF CAPTAIN RASVUSSE) WHC HAD BEEN
SELECTED)’I‘O SUPERVISE THE INSTALLATION OF COAST ARTILI.ERY
"UI\'S)IN THE HARBOR OF SAN FRANCISCOy, MAJOR JOSEPH K. DICKEY,
BECAME MY ASSISTA!\’}. IN THE MEANTIME/I HAD BEEN PRCMOTED TO
THE GRADE )OF‘ FULL COLONEL/AND HAD BEEN SELECTED AS)GENERAL
DE WITT'S ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF - G-2.-

'YN":QE:"7 I NEED NOT DESCRIBE }I‘HE SMALL BEGINNING OF OUR PROJE@

> FOR THE FIRST TWO CLASSES)BARELY NUMBERED 150 STUDENTE AND
CLAMOR FROM THE FIELD FOR THE SERVICES)OF OUR TRAINED NISET -
AFTER A RATHER SLOW ACCEPTANCE) BY COMBAT COMMANDERS/- GREW
%Y)LA@LY)BECAUSE YOU MEMBERS OF THE FIRST TWO CLASSE;S,

©®Z  PROVED YOUR WORTHe THE WAR DEPARTMENT GENERAL STAFF -, G-2 -

APPARENTLY REALIZED THE VITAL NECESSITY) OF INCREASING THE



ORIGINAL CONCEPT SUBSTANTIALLY) AND THE DECISION TO MEET THE
DEMANDS 'OF THE COMBAT THEATERS) AND TO MOVE THE SCHOOL INLAND
WAS TAKEN,

THE OVERWHELMING SUCCESS OF THE CAMP SAVAGE AND FORT

)

SNELLING PHASE ,WAS DUE TO THE ENTHUSIASM,AND ATTITUDE OF THE

(%" -7 STUDENTS, THE COMPETENCY OF THE FACULTY AND STAFE AND THE
) —— } ;
,///, LEADERSHIP OF COLONEL KAI E. RASMUSSEN.
e%. >~ IT IS PERHAPS UNNECESSARY)TC MENTION THAT THE MAGNIFICENT... .. ..

PN
d%?t’ PERFORMANCE OF DUT% IN THE COMBAT AREAS)BY ALL MISLS GRADUATEEJ

MORE THAN MET‘THE EXPECTATIONS ,OF THE WAR DEPARTPENT/AND FIELD
g il LT

)

COMMANDERS.
SO I WOULD SAY TO YCU TONIGH% VIA THIS MESSAGE THAT YOU

HAVE ACCCMPLISHED)SCMETHING BOTH INDIVID'ALL% AND COLLECTIVEEE’

THAT COMMANDS )GREAT RESPECT)AND ADI‘JZIRATION)NOT ONLY IN MILITARY

CIRCLES BUT AMONG THE THOUGHTFUL PERSONS)IN THIS COUNTRY AS WELLe

P«
AQE? T — L
wau NO GRCUP COULD HEROICALLY AND ENTHUSIASTICALY ,CARRY THE VITAL

— P
\BY THE MILITARY) DURING THE

TIME WHEN YCUR MOTHERS, FATHERS, GRANDPARENTS AND CTHER MEMBERS
—————————— /7

TASKS ﬁND MISSIONS IMPOSED UPCN YCOU

OF YOUR FA&ILY)WERE INCARCERATED)UNDER MILITARY GUARB AND TERRIBLE

CONDITIONS OF LIVING.
I WOULD LIKE TO LEAVE FHIS SPECIAL ANNIVERSARY GREETINGS o

TCNIGHT —7\€)HOLD UP YOUR HEADS‘PROUDLY!- THEY, WERE NEVER DOWN -
ety 5 20 2L,

AND CE'_BRATE THIS DATE (FORilT IS TRULY)OQEﬁFOU_EHQH&Q{COMMEMORATE.

——— RN V4 S ——
I QNLY WISH:?HAT I COULD HAVE BEEN HERE)WITH YCU TONIGHT.

GOD BLESS YOU ALL !

PR,

— JOHN WECKERLING
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