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The story of how these Nisei lenguege personnel became aveailzble for
fiela dﬁty is an interesting one. Even in this phase of military intelli-
gence work, the ermy hud set up & systematic treining system to prepare
these Japunese-smericans for their manifold duties'as interrogutors, inter-
preters, translators, redio snnouncers, propaganda writers, end cave flushers.
Thic treining hes teen curried on &t the dilitary Intelligence Service
Language School, situated since ilay 1942 in the Twin Cities ares, first
&t Camp Savage and later st Fort Snelling where the school is still running
¢t peak losd trzining lunguitge personnel for duties incident to the occupe-
tion of Jepan.

The sneuk atteck on Peurl Harbor found the united Ctetes largely unpre-
pured to deliver the full weight of our power ageinst the Jepenese. Yortunstely,
thenks to the foresight of the war Departmert Intelliigence Liviesion the Fourth
sray intelligence Schinol teaching the Japanese languuge end combet intelli-
gence work slready was oper:ting at the Presidio of S:a [rwncisco on Peerl
kerbor duy. Former lunguage officers in Jupan, then on cuty vith the
Generul Staff, had foreseen that quelified Japenese language personnel would
be essentiul for the successful prosecution of eny wur against Japan.

The War Uepartment Generai Staff recogrized the gathering clouds of
war in tne Pscific enc knew tae difficulties which our Aramy would face in
combatting an enemy whose orders snd mecsages would be in & lenguage which
is & complete mystery to the average hmericen rrmy officer. Jepenese
officers had bossted that the security of Jupenese military documents was
no problem at ¢1l &s hLesterners could never leern to recd and write Jepenece,
eséecially the sbbreviated styies of writings rxnown ¢s "gyosho" ¢nd "sosho".
Thece forms ere sbout as siniler to the printed Jepunese charucter es ¢
short-henc symbol is to e¢n knglish word.

gmericen Cgucusgian percoanel of military zge quelified in the Jepenese

language were dishesrteningly few. with the crisis rspidly approuching,
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thiere wes little time to traln sdditionel Cawpasizn personnel. The lar
Department then mede its decision’ t® use Nigei ismericans to solve the
linguistic problem ageinst Jepen. It.was admittedly & gamble for the

United States for many believed then that the Nisei. could not be trusted

to stend the acid test‘of battle employment ageinst their own race and blooa.
The decision to employ Nisei personnel'in military Japanese lenguzge work
certainly hss proved to be & muster stroke. The record of achievement by
Nicei during the prosecuting of the wer has been outstanding.

The use of Nicei linguicts wes not only militarily most shrewd‘quickly
to provide our armed forces with adequate numbers of linguistically queli-
fied personnel but wue wlso politically far-sighted. Out of this group of
Japanese-fmericans in the srmy intelligence service has come imerican Nisei
whose loyalty has been proven under fire in every theater in the war. - Notwith-
stending the evecuution end other hardships foreced upon their relatives and
friends in certain areas, they patriotically gave americua all they head in her
time of crisis. Before the formetion of the 100th Infuntry battalion
LuiQZZ) or the 442nd regimental Combat Team, the Nisei engeged in Jepanese
languszge work for the army intelligence were practically the only Nisei
menbers of the armed forces. ihey were the test cese which proved to the
Arny and the United States not only the loyelty ené perconel integrity of
the Nisei but zlso the combet value of their linguistic services in the
Pecific ered.

1t wes thought <t first that there would be enough Jazpenese speaking
Niseli go thet only & few weeks' review in general Japanese vocabulary wnd
& lLittle instruction in military Jepenese veriainology w«nd co.abet intelli-
gence would be required to fit them for field cduty. These hopes did not
meterielize. after a surQey of the first 3,700 Nisei, it wes fouﬁd thut
only 3 per cent were &ccompiished linguists, only about unother 4 per cent

were proficient, and & further 3 per cent could be useful only after =
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prolonged period of truining. The smericunizetion of the Nisei on the
Pacific coust hud advanced more rapidly then the United Stetes public was
eware. Jspeznese language schools created and encouraged by the Jepunese
Government to meintain ties with the homeland had not achieved the results
with vhich they were credited. 1t Gguickly beczac evident that a specizl
treining school would be recuired to meke the Nisei reiésonably useful

to the arned forces es Japanese linguists. Lven Nisei well gualified

in generwl Japunese hed to be treined in Japenese ailitery vocazbulary

ena forms ot writing.

The musiering of loyzl Nisei qualificd in the Japanese lenpguage
became the primery difficuity. ihe screening of all of the Nisei person-
nel processed through the Selective Service stationed ot the various srmy
units on the Pacific Coest wes accomplished. A& personel interview eand
examination was given to e:ch Nisei soldier in service. It wes on one
of these screening tours thet the present Nisei Dircctos of Lcademic
Treining at Fort Smeiling, usjor John F. kiso, wes found in the capecity
of & "greasemonkey" in Compeny "I" of the €9th wil Bn (Light fzintenence).
On the seame screening trip Coionel Kei E. Resmussen, the present
Comnandent, located in the Z37th Ca (kk) Pfc irthur deneko who hed head
extencive Jepanese language training in Jepan. These two were ear-marked
te potentisl instructors. Kaneko ever éince hes rendered superior service
and ic now & Lieutenent on duty in #wilitery Intelligence research work.

Two Nisei civiliun instructers, #dr. wkire Oshice of Berkeley and
ir. Shigeya Kihare of Osklend, were wdded to the steff. These four
Nisei worked ferverishly preparing the text books and clessroom exercises
for the Japanese langusge courses.

On November 1, 1941, sbout six weeks before Pesril Harbor the Fourth
Army Intelligence School h:d sterted operations 1n ¢n sbendoned airplene
hanger on old Crissey Field cdjoining Sen Fruncisco Eey st the Presicio
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of Szn Frencisco. The first course at the school was opened with efézg;
instructors snd 60 pupils. Fifty eight students were Nisei snd two were
Ceucusians who had studied Jupanese either at the University of Californis
or the University of Washington.

after Pearl Harbor deay, it beccme evident that Japanese languuge
personnel would be needed &s never before, but other currents militated
ageinst the use of Nisei personnel. Most of the army perconnel of Japunese
ancestry not resident at the school were discharged or furloughed to
enlisted reserve and relieved from active duty. Then followed the evac-
uztion of zll Jupenese residents, aliens and citizens slike, from the
Pacific Coast. The taék of finding additional instructors or students
from civilian life snd in the army becéme more difficult.

The Ver Lepertment then decided to place the school under its direct
jurisdiction &nd reesteblished it &t Cump Savege, .innesota, as the .iili-
tery Inteiligence Service Languuge School. The selection of Camp Scvage
&s the site for this school wes dictated by severél fectors: (1) the
eschool was outgrowing its faciiiﬁies ut the Presidio of San Francisco;

(2) Jepsnese evacuction from the Pacific Coest made it necessary to
rencve both fuculty und students inland ewey from the excluded arees,

(3) Jupsnese lunguige instruction was so specialized thet it would be
difficult to fit it into the treining progrem of any established mititury
treining center, end (4) & training center had to be found in & coirunity
vhich would eaccept the\orientul feced kmericuns for their true worth —-
Americun soldiers fighting with their breins for their nati&e kmericea.

The greatest problem which fzced the Jdilitary intelligence Service
Langucge School after its removel to Sevige wee the recruitment of adecuate
numbers of students for the school to CLITy on &n expenaed progrem. Evacu-
ation from the West Coust had been completed. The loyel Nisei und

pro-Jepinese elements were in conflict in the verious ielocation Centers.
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when the Wer Depertment sdopted volunteer recruiting of Nisei lenguage person-
nel, pescimists freely predicted that the school's qQuotus would never be net.
Pro-Jupunese elements spparently dominated the rnelocation Centers and the
loysl Nisei were reluctant to voluntecr for ermy service because they felt
thet their rights as Americen citizens hed been ignored in piacing them znd
their femilies in the Relocetion Centers which wcre berbed wire enclosures
petrolled by armed soldicrs.

Fnough students volunteered to mcet the school's requirements. In some
cases they suffercd beatings from pro-Jcpenese elements in ftelocation Centers
when they volunteered for lenguage instruction at Cemp Savage. Come were
disowned by their pro-Jepenese Issei (first generstion) parents. Neverthelese,
they reported by the hundreds. sany of the first groups of students were well
over thirty, genertlly well qu:lified in the Japunese lengueage wnd burning
with & desire to vindiceate themselves oanny suspicions of disloyalty to kmerice.
So euger were they to finish their training s eurly as possible that 1t became
necessery for the Duty Ufficer &t Camp Savage to search the school &ree for
burning electric iights in order to prevent students from extra study after
lights out at il:UO P.ii. .Jeny succeeded in extre hour study in spite of «
long school day of seven hours instruction plus‘two hours study in thc evening
in the classrooms. Many reguested that their treining be eccelerated co that
they could get into the field as soon &€ possible "to get their hende on those
dirty Japs that cuused all the sufferings end hardships of evecuation" (of the
Japanese from the West Coest.)

In G-2, Wer Depsrtment it beceme &ppurent that the Cemp Savage school must
be expanded. lnlAugust 1944 the school was removed to Fort ‘nelling, dinnesots,
where it is presently located. The school today hes & student body of neerly
3,000 composed principelly of Nisei students, although there sre Cauccsiwn
officer candidates, meny of whom lived in vJepean &s children or young men, and

e few enlisted men of Chincse and Korean cncestry. There are 1z5 classroome.
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Besides clussroom facilities, there tre the usual‘adminstration buildings

;né berrecks. To these mey be added & very modern short wave redio stetion
where there are fzeilities for trazining students to become expert clear text
wireless interceptors cnd radio monitors éf Japenese brosdcests end wireless
stations. in addition to the undergreducte training section, there is wlso &
translation section and resecrch and lisison section.

The teaching steff of 162 is composed entirely of Nisei Americans born
in the United States and the Hawaiien Islends. Twenty-seven of the instructors
zre Nigsei federcl ciyil service employees, but the bzlence ere Japenese-himericen
dester Sergeents, Technicul Sergeunts, end Staff Sergeants.

From the Jilitery Intelligence Service Language School have gone thouscnds
of Nisei interbreters, interrogators, trenslutors, redio interceptors, censors,
redio snnouncers, end propegandu writers. They have been working cuietly with
smericen combet teems ¢t Guadelcenal, httu, New Georgia, the Philippines, und
Okinewe; in burme, india c¢nd Chinz; c¢nd now in Tokyo itself. Their work nas
scved countless hmericin lives end speeded victory. Many Nisei lie where they
fell including Stelf Sergeunt Hechiye in Leyte, Ceptein Leffin in Burine., «nd
Sergecnts Shibatc tnd Fukui on Okinaw: . These Jepanese-kmericen heroes ure
eélumni of the Jdilitery Intelligence Service Lenguage School.

dtjor General Cleyton Eissell, Chief of the Militery Intelligence Division
of the wer Deportment Generel Stidif, cfter reviewing the exploits of the graduutes
of the dISLS in the field scid in effect a«t o« recent comncncement of the school;
"If you Jupenese-amcricons tre ever questioned ©s to your loyelty, don't even
bother to reply. The megnificent work of the greauctes of the Jilitery Intelli-
gence Service Lenguage School in the ficld hes been seen by your fellow nmericuns
of meny raciel extractions. Their testimony to your galluht deeds under fire

will spezk so loudly that you necd not ¢nswer.®
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