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NISELI LINGUISTS -— EYES ANL EAiS OF ALLIED PACIFIC FOKCES

In the crucial battles of the Pucific, the Japs did not know (nor dia
thousands of americans at home) that they were confronted not only by vastly
supefior american arms and daring Yankee intrepidity, but by an enemy who
already had much detailed information of the Jupanese plans for attack and
cefense. 1f tne analogy to footbull to which some oi the aefeatea Jap war
lords have resorted recently is at all relevapt, then the Japs were playing
with their signals entirely known by their heavier zund harder hitting opponents.
But the Japs didn't xnow. They nhad iulied themselves into a self-complacent
sense of security. They thought the complezities of the Jepanese ianguage in
which their plans were written and conmunicuted would be unfathomable to the
Westerner.

For thousands of Americans on tune fighting fronts !new this was so. They
knew, nowever, thet tune american-born Jupanese (better known as "Nisei!)
language specialists -~ translators, iﬁterrogators, radio monitors, and order
of battle experts —- were one of the chief means of obtaining iﬁtelligence of
the éﬁémy and ' his plans. The american Nisei trained at the Presidio, Camp
Savage anc Fort dSnelling became the eyes &nu ewrs of not only the hmerican
fighting torces, but wlso that of the other allied armies fighting Jupal.

These language speciulists, working selflessly and in complete anonymity,
translatea from the Japanese language to English the enemy information concern-
ing his tuctical dec;bions and dispositions. This intormation greatly ussisted
our commanders in the fieid in making aecisions, conuucﬁing eftective méneuvers
and avoiding surprisé.. llever before in nistory did one «rmy know so mnuch
concerning its ememy prior to actual engagement>as did the American army during
most of the Pucific campaign.

It becape almost routine practice for our Japanese-American_languugé
units to work so rapialy &nd accurately that our artiilery was dropping shells
on enemy communa posts anu gun emplacements within & few minutes of the time
that information wus obtained by the leanguage detachment. On many occusions
this inteliigence helped cleer the way for our doughboys slowly moving forward

through the jungles.



48 one example, the official reports of thé'Americal Division disclose
that it was the work of the lunguage detaéhment that largely wes responsible
for the lLivisional Commender knowing well in advance where and approximately
&t what time end in what strength the Japunese would uttack the division along
the Tbrokina River near Bougainville.

Graduates of the Military Intelligence Service Language School trensleted
the entire Japanese battle pians for the naval battle of the Philippines.
These plans were captured with Admirel Koga, then Commander-in-Chief of the
Combined Jupanese Fleets, when the plane in which he wus hurrying to join his
fleet mede & forced lanuing in the Philibpinés. Slight wonder then that the
Jepanese sulierea practically total annihilation wna the worst uefeat in naval
history in the San Bernaraino Straits sna oif tiie northesst coust of the
Philippines. g

Likewise, the complete Jupanese pian for thevuefenSe of the Phitippines
also was mwue known througin the work of the languuge specizliste trom the
Militury Inteliigence Service Language School iong before our forces hed lanued
on Leyte.

Gracuates of the Military Intelligence Service Lenguage School incluae
kmericans of meny rucial buckgrounds, but roughly 85 per cent of its gruuuates
are Jisei Americens. Concerning the work of these Japunese-pmerican lungusage
speciulists, Joe Rosenthal, AP newscameraman who won the Puiitzer awara for
his spot photo of the raising of the Stur and Stripes at the cruter rim of Mt.
Suribachi, has written:

"Usual}y they work with headquerters in serving as interpreters. mmed
with hand grenaces at the entrances to Jap piiiboxes or caves, they often
convince the enemy to surrender where other officers, lacking the proper
diction of the Jup luanguage, vwoula f&il. They work so close to the enemy
on these missions that with the uenger of being killed by Japs, tney run the
risk of being shot, unintentially, by our own merines. Their dungarees soon
become ragged in rough country ana the similarity of their physical appearance
to that of the qapancse encmy makes their job much tougher.

"Many have paia with their lives, end meny wore have been wounaed., They

have aone an outstanaing job, wna their heroism should be recoguizea. It
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has been recognized by tine marine commanders where 1 saw them in action
at Guam, Peleliu, ana Iwo." ‘

Two of these N1561} Technical dergeunt Kezuo Komoto with the 1lith isir-
borne Division, &nd & Jupenese-imerican Staff Sergeunt with the 1st Radio
Squaaron Mobile, were among the first troops thet ienced ot Atsugi sirfield
near Tokyo. Komoto, incicentally, was the first graduate of the iilitery
Intelligence Service Language School to win & purple heart when he was shot
by & Jap snibbr on kew Georgia Island.

Another gruauate; Technical Sergeant hobert Qua sctea as intel preter
when our uavai forces took over tue Jupanese navel buse .t Yokosuka. .

These lunguuge specialists cane to the Militury Intelligence Service
Languege School from all walks of life unc frow verious parts of tue Un}tcd
Stateé, Hevall, anc Alaske. Among them were dentists, iawyers, Pul's, cooks,
term-hendas, garaeners, laundrymen, houseboys, and even & orofessional giaiibier,
One was a férmer member ol the Territorial Legislature in iawaii. A good
Crous section came as volunteers from behind the burbed vire fences of the
helocation Camps in which tney hud been plucea shortiy efter Pearl Harbor.
Soﬁc were veterans of Worid Ver I, well over 45 ycers old, wnc vwith three
or uore teen wge children: Technicdan 3a grude Jumes Yoshinobu who scrved
with the 4th Merine Division on Iwo Jima and Tecunicalr Sergeent John Tanikuva,
who was awarded a Bronze btar for his work with tine 41st Division on Leyte,
were veterans of Worlia Wer I.

Nisel languwge speciuelists have been with éVery mejor unit in every
engugenent iiom.Guadalcanal and sttu to the merch into Tokyo. To mention
all units with which they served would be to list cvery mejor unit thet has
enguged in combet in the Pacitic. The great task of the Var Department and
the Militafy lntelligence Service Lunguage School wes to supply the dcinand
for these linguists. This entailed & compreliensive study of tae history of
practically every JapéneSL-American muie of militsry agc.

Alstory is told about Lt. Generul‘Alexandcr f. ("Sunay") Putch's reaction
to the Nisei. When the first group of Nisei arrivea ot his commena, 1t is
reported that he hesitutea to use them. It is reportec (perhaps apocryphulliy)

thet after their tirst campaign he thought so imuch of them tuat ne would £0
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personuily to thne transports and welcome gach group us they came oif the
gangplunk. Todgy, General Patch, who 6180 hed under his comsanc the 4Lhznd
hegimentel Combut Team in the European Theater of Opcretions (also cor:posed
of Nisci), is one of the staunchest Nisci supporters.

From Guadalcencl, Licutenant Colonel John s. Buraen, then Captain in
the G-z Section of the X1V Corps wrotc:

"The use of Nisci in the combut eres is essential to cfticient work.
There hes been o great acwl of orejudice and opposition to the use of Nisei
in combut areus. The two erguments souviuced ares (1) Americans of Jupenese
ancestry wre not to be trusteq, wna (<) the iives of tne Nisei would be en—
asngered aue to the strong sentiment cgainst Jupuncse prevuiling in the eres.
Both of these arguments have beewn thordughly aisprovea by experiences on
Guaoalcan@l, end 1 Al GLoD TO SaY TiaT THOSE hﬂo CPPOLEL THL uUSL OF WISEL
THE 05T ARE NOW THELK LOWT EWTHUSIASTIC LLVOCLTES. 1% ies been proven thut
oniy the iisei are capuble of rapid trensiution of written Orders wna diaries,
and their usc is essential in obtuining the intormetion contwined in them."

Licutcenunt Colonel Wiliiem in. Ven pntwerp, in cnarge of intelligence for
the <7tn lnfantry‘DivisiOn, hed this to say: "The MaKIN operation atforaed
the first opportunity for the Languige Section of this Livision to operate 1in
combct. Their actions wno the results of their work refiect high crecit on
tuem end the Militery Inteiligence Service Lunguage School.!:

- Mejor Generwl helph €. Suith who comuunded the <7tn Infantry Livision
acaed: "The languege section attached to the <7th Division wes invelueble
in the wiKIn operation."

From the Chinu-Burna-Inaia Theater,\CFptain  Barton LloyG, u« greauate of
the Wilitery Inteiligence Servico Lungucge School, vrote: "1 cennot overstate
tue veiue thet Coloncl Stilwell (son of Generdl btitwell) wna inls heauquerters
place on Nisel lungucge men. AS fur &s everyonce who haes hed contact withn
the Nisci is concernce, they crc tops —- they «rc doing ¢ durned gooa job,
much of it unaer conditions they never expectea. Scergeunts Metsuna and
Mazaie were aroppea by puruehute aeep in Kechan tcrritory to en Ofiice of
Strgtegic Services unit. They ha&e beer: working in wrees behing enumy lines,

doing both lunguuge tna rudio intercept woirk. Thesc tivo volunteerea without
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any hesitution wna took thcir jumps in fine form slthough having had no
previous treining in purechute jumping whitsoever. Thc paeratrooper who geve
them instructions wnd who accompanied thea on their Jump flignt tola me thet
when thcir turns ceme to jump, they took off themseclives with 'no apsistencet .
hccording to reports from Leyte, Generil Krueger repeatedly hes ccngrat-
uletea wnd couimended the Nisei lenguwge men for their fine work on Leyte.

A Nisel Techmnicel Sergeant wrote from the Mershall lslunas, "Incicentelily,
1 was cauled in by s jor General Corlett, the commending gencrzl of the 7th
Division, «¢nd he personclly cxtended his congratuletions to our tewn tor the
work thet the boys aid."

hecognition hus been given to the work of these Nisci muwericuans in the
fiela. Aalthougn the reports wre not compiete anu recoras are only frugmentulry,
et leest 50 Nisel huve received airect commissions from the runks s Second
Licutenants, ena enother <5 or 30 huve been comnissioned through the verious
Officer Cunciaute Sciools in austrelia enc in the Unite¢ Stutes. One of
these, usaji murumoto of Honolulu, nius received & comwission us & First
Lieutenant in the Judge rdvocite General's Department wind wes the civil
afteirs legel bificer e.ttuched to Nilitexry Government in Okincwe when the
lust report wus received.

A number of Nisel heve Leen awerded decorations for intelligence work
in combat but complete informution in this respect clso is lecking. as fer
s is known a«t prescnt 1 Distinguistea Service Cross, « Legion of herits,

5 Silver Sturs, 1 Soidier's Meaul, over 5u Bronze Stars, und 15 Purple Heurts
hueve been wwarded. 1t is certein tiwt meny uore decorstions huve been
receivea by Nisel intelligence personnci.

Some Jup&nese-Americaﬁ lungusge specielists huve been wssigned to the
lerger heauquzrters wnd in virious stutions in the contiucentel 1imits of the
Unitea Stutes end huve been denied the opportunity of ccrving iin combet.,

Most of tne honor gfaou;tes of euchi grecucnting cless werc reteined :s instruct-
ors ut the Militcry Intelligence Service Lenguege School to trein other
students. It hes tuken considerable aiscuvsion to convince thesc wen thet thLy
could render more importent scrvice in non-combet Lssignments,

hoy Cuumings, fonolulu sStur Busietia corrcsponaeﬁt, hes pointeda out the

non-lLungutge side of their roles in the Pucific. He wrotc: "Pocket




dictionuries wren't the only urticles thc men of the school mieke use of out
there. . Things happened fust :fter the lending on Okincwa. One of the
lunguage men was on guurd tne third night thet we were there. He chullenged
& men who came out of the darkniss. The man did not halt ¢nd when he ceme
closer the scrgeent suw thet it wes an enemy solcier, so he cut ni@ down
with his cucrbine.®

Fourteen Wisei volunteered for service witn Herrill's Merzuders iu Burie .
An o;ficer writing of their exploits says: "Throughout, whenever and wherever
there wes need for any of the boys, they never hiesiteted. They were not only
interpreters but soldaiers =t tne froﬂt. They facca cengexr wiilingly, when-—
ever cullew upon. They ficea-the cnemy, fought wgeinst hiw. koy Mutsumoto,
Ben Sugeti , kobert Honaw wnc Henry Gosho cre credited with about 30 Nips. You
cun see by thut thit the boys heve been right upon the iine.?®

"During buttles they criwled up close enough to be ahle to hecexr Jup
officers' couminas wua to weke verbul trensiutions to our solalers. They
tupped lines, listenea in on rudios, trunsictea documentslano pepers, maae
spot trunsl.tions of messeges ¢nd ficic oruers, wnd in numerous other woys
nuae themsclves inveliucble.

It wes 1n the engegement ot liyitkyine thet these "jarouacx boys" lost
their commencing officer, Cuptein Willicm Leffin (his wother was & Jupunese)
when he wes strufed by encmy planes. 0f the 14 Hisei whd stertea out with
Geners] Merriil, six were comaissioned ws officers for meritorious service in
the field, onc wus decoratec with the Legion of merit, end three received the
Bronze Stur. Al receivea the Combut Iufentrymen's Beuge ené the Prebidential
Unit Citation.

It is interesting to note thet meny of the outstundingly a:axing fects
were performed by grucuutes who were "Kibei" (those born in the United Stutes
but scnt et wn ecrly wge to Jupen cna educutea there). Tncsé "Kibei" wre
mistekenly judged in somesquarters ws being pro-Jepsnese clements in the
Jupunesc-ancricuin community.

Tech Sergeent Kéz Kozuki, « former non-comuissioncd officer instructor
et the Militcry Intelligence Service Lenpuige School, is « "Kibei" wnd so is
Techuicien 3d Grede Eiichi Sukeuye, Kozeki won o Silver Stcr end ¢ Purple

Hetrt for rescuing an amcricen cruy officer under fire when they were ttickea
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by the Juanesc us they were lending on New Guines from their linaing cruft.
Eiichi Sukeuye ruscucd o wounded British officer under fire in the China-
Burme-Indic Tnewter ind likewise becue the recipient of ¢ Silver Ster.

Techniciun 5th Gride Terry Tckeshi Doi wes un out end out "Kibei". His
Juptnese wes stronger thin his commend of Pnglish. He hed been cuught ws o
ducl-nctionel in Jepen snd hed been forced to serve in the JupunesSe wamy,
thercby losing his americen citizenship. He hed been kept «t the kilitory
Intelligence Service Lenguige School cfter griduction before he wus cleared
«s being trustworthy for service in‘the_COmbat zone. Vhen Doi op, eired
before Judge nobert Bell of the U. S. District Court in the Twin Cities for
restorution of his americen citizenship, @ Cuneccien dencer who alvo Wos
schedulcd to be sworn in e en Americon citizon requested Juape Bell to sweer
her in sepurutely. As she put it, she 1efusca to be "sworn in with Juph.
Judge Bell aenied ner request ena she welked out of couvrt.

Texry Doi wis one ot the first Nisei‘to lindg or Iwo Jime.. Severel hud
lundea umong the first wuves, about "d hour plue 45". Ana from thiet time on
he uistinguished himself going into cuve fter ceve with. only « flashlight cnd
knife pchuLdiﬂg meny cnemy solaiels to come out «né surrender. Wrote Lt.
Wesléy H. Fishel, Doi's comucnding officer, to Juage Bell, "I know you'li be
heppy to know thet Terry aid one of the finest pieces of vork possible. Loi
WS orne of.thc first GIs to linc oa Iwo Jime. The limits of censorship
pxohibit»actgils, but 1 ciin sey Terry is one of the bravest :nd wost Cepible
men 1 neve scen oub hnere.n

Another Caucesian oificef greaucte of the Militery Inteliigence Service
Lunguzge School, Lieutenunt Squuire wrote: MThere wus nothing but preise for
the Liisei boys, purticuluarly « boy by the neme of Loi......There is o story
about him peoplie teii which gocs somebhiug like this. He wes continuwlly
going into caves with « knite wnd fleshlight ena holicring to the eneuy to
'eet the hell out or else!. kir. Doi's middle neme is now tGuts!.

Technicicn Grude 3 Kenji Yusui is wnother "Kibei" who nes won tor
himself the title of the MNisei Sergesnt York". Yosui, beciuse of his
schooling in Tokyé (micale school graaucte ond coliege division grecu:te of
Wesedu University) wna his coumcna of the Juptnese lengucgc, was sent to the

Oifice of Wwr Inform:.tion in Inaisz to vork onm propigunas iecilets to be
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droppec over the enemy lines. Mcsqueruding ws Colonel Yamemoto, @ locel
Jupencse Commender, he brought in single hended ¢ dozen Jep:.prisoncrs of wer.
John Rucrson, Stite Depurtment Politicil gdviser to the Theater Commender,
and himself &« former Stite Depurtment lenguege officer in Tokyo, wrote
Colonel Fwswussen «s follows:

"l dondt know.whethcr you huve heerd yet thet one of them, Kenji Yosui,
hes been recommended for ¢ citction (Yesui received tﬁc Silver Stur) for
his courzgeous performence in bringing in 13 Jepunese prisoners during the
mopyipg-up operutions in kiyitkyina. Kenji end two others volunteered to g0
out to un isliend in the river to rowic up « bunch of Jups. He swuam out, got
4 crenp hulf-wuy weross wnu cimost Growned, shouted to the Jeps to come out,
wna finelly got 13 together. Two hud to be kilicd ena one tr1ica to blow
Yesui wnd himself up with ¢ grencde. Kenji luckily escoped thut. He
wnnounced thit he wees ¢ Colonel wna mace them line up ¢nd execute close oraer
drill. Then he muae them get in the river wnd swim wcross pushing a reft on
which he stood with curbine cimea ot them. Afterwerds he iewrncd the Jups
hta U rounds each wnd hed ¢ bead on him when he cume wshore. Oniy becuuse
he sturted shouting militiry comsenas in Jupincse dia they nold fire.n

Techniciun 3c gruae Shigeto fiezuwa scr#ea with the KACHIN hwNGERS (netive
Barmese levies) ina took purt in dering roids ageingt tie eneny in Burma.
iucn to his surprisc, ue found himscif teaporwly Cuptiin in the British
Army commencing o winole compuny of KnCHIH FKAWGIKRS.

Severitl huve reported noue oo wmusing incidents-—thet of being cepturca
by thnese troops wnd being mistiken tor Jupsnese solraiers. They heve re-
poryed thet they never tulked so fust with sign lenguege wnd wrote so meny
"KenJi" (Chinese churecters used in the Jupenese lenguige) in <11 their lives
to expliin thet they were "liinkuo" (kmericin) solaiers. They ncve aescribed
theidr- complexion s huving remeined o pule green for.the next threc months
or more.

Sergewnt Vic Nishijima wes on Iv Jime (Ic Island west of Okincwe) on the
morning thet Ernic Pyle, the GI's fovorite correspondent, wes killed by «
Juptnese mechine gun embush. Writing to his friends ot Fort Snelling,

Nishijin. wrote: "I hia to give wer scribe Frnmic Pyle hell for trying to cross



. mine ficla. Also wound up in ¢ pewsroll with biwm but ciau't Lucw who tic
Yelaerly privete! -ee until next moxnirng . "

Teciniclin 4t Greue Seiyw Higesiti wee boin in Los “uggies, but weg teizen
deck te the town of Wehe in Ukiniwe in his cealy yoirs. He oo Qcyrbc in
Nedil,y couwpletea micale £ciool, e then roturnea to Los agclebs He groauted
frow high scnoul in Los angeles cuc snortly witel Peril rerbor ne curistec in
the United Stutes aiuy. Higushi vies sent to Okinwwe beeiuse ol wie KLOGleQp e
01 the Qkiuwwe diclect. UYpou recehing the town of Hehe, e wceclaentelly
e into als fetuer tiait o hea not soeu for eught yeLis, X

Lire wl. troops iu ti. cowsit 20, Bowe 0f unese Nisel ltnguipc specic—
iL5ts widt never return b the country they fought ftor. Litayy heve giver their
lives in the service of thely country. Ten vire Kitded In i aidrplune
weclaent in Okinewie. & auy betore VI-Dey. Otiers heve. been kilicd by enely
cction.

Techniciwn Su Grawe doank Uy Huehilys wes born g nosed idvei, Oregon, the
plece wiere the docel aeerwend iogion Post crosed the noocd of 1o americins
of Jupwnese wncestry from bLue cowatey memoricd hionor roll. atter besie
troindug ot Comp Roberts in Cuiliornit, Fiilik wes cislga.a to the wisitary
Intciiigence Serview Lenguige Scnool wt Cunp Sevige. At tie tiwe ol nis
ceebiiy e Wb & Veturau 0i the Kwijeleiu wnu Phiwetok cripuigns. He hed been
seut out ws w speeicl replecucent te tuc deaypunp e bewi working with tie Sixth
Aray hewuguerters on Leyte. He wes scireaulec to iiy back to Homoiulu the
following auy. his foblier wes in o helocution Curipy but.his wotinel wus in
Jupun. .

Hechiy: volunteerve to cross wn cnemy intoestea vedley to (uestion w
prisoner of wir who mea been cupturca by tricnaly units on wn cajucent ricgc.
Licutenwnt howerd . ioss, uis cowiwnding ofiiccr, saidé, "It vwi.e cesSvunticl
to get the intermition from the prisoncr of wurx iumnealetely ¢s8 come of our
unites wele in ¢ bua gpot.....Fhen tiey reucuce the Lotton of tise Veliey & Jup
snipel set tuew neve 1t ot closc range when he stiatec hollering te tre Jups
il tie valicy in Jupinese. Fruak euptiec uis pul into tie fniper. Then he
Wedlkeu bues up the nill where e was BiVEL PILSlibe.. Al tite tiChpited e Wb

EiVen evewy possible cure, buil tue Luliet mia gone through nis tivexr 0
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wrote to one ol tue gieuustes who has seen service in the Philippines: VIf
all smericansJupenese or I might sey 'democratic Jupenese! feel like you
fellows dGia, things ere 'on the ball! und this old ‘Ydemoerwtic wey of lite! is
wortn fighting for.m

These Nisei eyes and ears of the 4llied Forces that greutly wssisted in
bringing Jepen to her knees in unprecedented defeat have vindicutea in their
wey the fzith which President hoosevelt, our greut wartime president wnd
coumender-in-chief, placed in them when he said, "Americanism is not, wnd
never wes, a matter of rece or ancestry.....bBvery loyeal Americean citizen
shoula be given the op.ortvumity to serve this country wherever his skills
will meke the grectest contribution....." Ia militery Japancse lunguase work,

the Nisei lenguuge specialists huve aone just thet.
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