REL

ARY JAPENESE LiNGUISTE LN TRALNING

For most ¢ruy orginizetions, VJ-Diy m?ant the Beginning of curteilment of
cctivities wnd » sleckening to ¢ pecce time teapo. For the dilitury Intelligence
Service Lenguige School, it spelled just the opposite--heazvicr loids cna &
feeter geit. The dilitery Intelligence Service Linguige School under the dircct

jurisdiction of the dititery inteliigence Division of the Wwir bepurtament, better

known in militery circles es "JM1SLS" is loccted ¢t fort dSnelling, dinnesote. 2

The ALSLS hos buen the only "iungucge frctory" which his turned out Jepencse
lengusge specinlists on amts- procuction besis for the vorious t¢llied militery,
¢ir, acrine, ¢no neval units engoged in fighting the Jeps. Practiceily every
¢rmy officer or crmuy non-cqnmissiontd officer ingeged in Juprnese lenguige
jork todry his been ¢t one time or cnother ¢ student ¢t the iLSLS.

During the Jipinese wir, the grocductes of the 4ifuS were vitel cogs in the
coabut intelligence tna psycuclogicil vurfrre work. Todiy, they ¢re in Jopin
cerving ce equelly iaportent links in communicition bitweem Generil decarthur's
occupsttion ¢riy (nd the Jepinesu people. sinst of these linguists ezre Jopinese-
Baericins holding non-conaissioned oftfieccr stotus. .fost of .them huve been
overseis iong eaough to be cligible fer return home under the :rmy point ind
oge systen. Initiclly these Llinguists wore @eclired "eriticel" rnd hence
debr rred from reiccse under the point systea. Now they ¢re being discharged
on the scuie bisis s ¢ny otaer Gi.

The occuprtion of Jrpcn from ‘the licguistic stundpoint presents muny

problems vath meny of the WCO linguists being returned to the United Stetes,
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the proble~ of their replicements is ¢ very serious one for the aray. Thet i
why the JdlSLE is operiting tedey under a perk lo:t¢ with cround 3,000 stucents
under instruction ¢nd hundrecs of others still to he treined te replece
veterone who will be returned.

While the Ceancndint cnd cdministretive steff of the school is coaposed
lergedy of Coueesiin pcrsonncl,‘both vhe lengurge treining steff cnd the
stucent bocy « ro predominintiy Nisei. The school origin:lly wes housed in
teaporiry b.rricks ¢t Coap S.vige, dinnesot:., but for the list ys.r ncs been

locr ted ¢t Fo1t Snelling, minncsot:..




The eray Jepenese longucge neophyte comes from virying buckgrounds. lost
vre liisci whose noacs cre in Heweii or the Preific Coost. However, there cre
enrolled ot 4L5LS &« few Nisei born in Connecticut, or Texes, of dichigen end
elsewhere. Some of the officer students werc ceserve Officers celled up to
tctive duty who hed studied the Juptnese lungucge ot some one of our very tow
universities--Culifornic, Weshington, Coluabiz, or Hervird--that teught the
Jepinere Linguege before Pe:rl Herbor. Others cre KUS officers who had lived
in Jepen :nd who possessed virying degrees of cbility in the Jepenese lingucge.
§till others :re Coucesien officer ctncidetes who ere greductes of the prepers-
tory course of one yecr givin ¢t the iray Intensive Jipinese Lenguage School,
University of dichigen, which clso 1s uncer tne direct supc«rvision of the
4ilitery Inteliigence Division of the Wer Depertnent Generel Stoff.,

Upon arriving et the 1iSiLE, the new student.is t.ssigned to one of the
student coapinics which meke up the "Sehool Regiaent" of LO compenies. Hce is
éttiched to « compeny merely for housing, acssing, acdminicir:tion, ¢nd ainimum
besic militery treining. ALl lenguuge training is dbnu uncer the jurisdiction
of the Acidemic ond dititery Treining Sectione.

The typic:i deily routine for students ¢t the 4iSuS storts ot 6:00
with School Call «t 7:30. Except for & Lanch perioc from 1l:45 to 1:30 the
student is engiged in langucge instruction from 7:30 to 4:20 in the cfternoon.
There is e period for exercis. :nd cinner, tfter which "Joc vingurge Studenth
mcrchee beck for superviced evening study frowm 7:00 until.Q:JU ¥.i. Voiuntury
study is permitted only until 10:20. ost of ﬁhu students must prepaere in-
tensively for the recititions enc cuizzee of the dcy school sessions. 4t 11:0 »
¢ll lighte +1¢ out, snd "Joe wingusge Student" nes well ecrned ¢ £00d night'e
rest. He L@ put in ¢ long, hurd diy's work. Nececsity iorces ¢ hewvy work

" lowd tné ¢ {rst tempo.  The student may not heve been tbie to complete <Ll of
his preperziione for the next Ci¥y. He 2oy not hive had tiae to write to nis
femity or his girl frienc ¢t hose. Like sll Gi Joce hc complzins thei his
instructors tnd officers :re most inhunene......bﬁt ac¢ is tired tne ne dowes
off rfreraing of weird distortions of the 50 to Z00 rew "i:nji" (Chinece
Chur:cturs eapioyec in Jupinese) he hes tried to lecrn thot GLy .

Thie with the usuel inspectione cnd {eviguce is the rouvine, cxcept for

<

Wednesdrys end & turatys when school work terminctes ¢t Li345. On wecnecar
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tfternoons "Joe Lingucge Student" is not «t liberﬁy. He is given "militery
troining"--guite often ¢ good long stiff cross—coﬁntry mcrceh of from_five to
ten miles.

Precticclly cll of the cleesroom hours cre spent in Jupinese languige or
Jepenese intelligence treining involving the ust ge of Jopenese lenguige such
s prigoner of wer intcrrogftion, the trinesletion of cuptured documents,
Jipinese redio ¢nd wirelcse messiges clecr text intcrceptioniznd monitoring.
Two hours of the week rre scheduled for theoreticel militery sciencg ‘NG
tcctics courses.

On the lenguige triining side, the student is given an excminction of
four houre!' length upon crrivil ¢t school to determine his proficiency in

Jepincse. This is necessury for grouping the students into scctions of egquel

-

tbility.

Aeny of the Nisel et Fort Smelling heve hed to tesch or study with cnxious
hecrts. ieny hed relotives in Relocation Comps in the Western States. 4after
the Jupinese were permitted to return from tne Relocwtion Cemps to the Vest
Const, incidents thit ciused much :nxiety occurrcda. The foilowing crticle from
the .innecpolis Morning Tribune réports one of these incidents:

"Three Jiprnese-naericen soldicrs stitioned ¢t Fort Sneclling, Wednesdey,
expreseed cdismry ot treatment their perents, recently returned to their homes in
Culifornie, ¢re ruceiQing.

"£t wLivingston, C:lifornie, Sundry, ir. nc ars. Shozo Kishi, pareants
of Cpl. Shermen Kishi ¢nd Pfe. Frod Aishi, nacabers of the school bettalion ot
Fort Sneiling, wc£e shot .«.t cdespite the fuct o scrvice fieg representing their
two sons wie cispltyed in the front window of their f;rm home.

"ite Tucsdry ot suburn, Celifornic, ¢ Jury wequitted -three men
chorged with ¢tieapted dynamiting of the houe of .ir. end Jdrs. Sgnio Loi; Their
son, Pvt. Kerl Doi, clso i§ ¢ member of thi school b:ttelion. Another son,

Cpl. Snigeyuxi Doi, fought with Americen forces who rescued the trippea sacricen
bettclion ¢t Bostogne duriﬁg the Germcn's 1est lorge scrle counter-c tt:ck."

The truining sﬁcfi ¢:nd study body composed of Jiptuesc-imericins re
greteful to the citizens of the Twin Cities. Nisei both ot the school ¢nd in
thc combit thecters wre unenimous in proising the friendly trpatment which the

people of the Twin Cities :ccorced them vuring the troublous wer yeirs. the
A e



cuthoritics and people of the Twin‘Cities greeted end trected them s

Americen citizens. They furnished enterteinment that meace their loud lighter
end their- life more comfortuble. OSowe of the principal orgsnizetions wre the
Minneupolis wna St. Peul USO's, the Minneupolis YiiCa and YWCA, the winneupolis
Lefense Louncil, the hed Cross Camp wna hospitel Council Service Cowmwittecs of
Hennepin ¢na hemscy Counties, the St. Puul Chupter Dsughters of the idmericen
hevolution, znd the Counéil of Jewish Women. The Bur iassociwutions of Hennepin
end hemsey Counties donatea prizes to honor outstenuing students et greduction
exercises as dia the city newspepers. Many churches and numerous citizens
took meny of the wisci servicemen into their ﬁomes u8 guests on weekenas wrd
on hoiideys. Nowhere hes tlie press been so solidly behind the Nisei, ;nd'
nownere hus greuster fairness wnc understanaing been encountered then in the
Twin Uities wrez.

In wppreciastion of the wttitude of the people of the Twin Cities the
students «t the MISLS also have shouldered their civic responsibilities. In.
every Wer Bond Imivé, they hive gone over the top. The school hus clwuys
stood newr the top of the units in the Seventh Service Comweariu. Heiris L.
komerein, Ficld birector of the nec Cross Wer Fund Drive during 1944, wrote:

"In the tebuletion of the finel results in the receht Rea Cross Wer
Fund brive, we fina thut on w perlcapita besis the volunﬁérx contributions of
the men wna officers at Cemp Suvege (MISLS) exceeaed thet of 11 other stations
in our jurisaiction.

"These results, cre in fuact, so outstunaing thet we w1e ot & loss zs
to how to adequutely eiprcss ourselives conccrning the mctter.®

In vheir Red Cros§ Blood Lonations, the students of MISLS have set an
enviable iecora over severwl yeurs. Un Mey 8, 1945, Mrs. Williew Quist,
Specinl wssistent in Lharge of mobile Unit, wrote Golonel \m.smussen, the
Conmenciant :

"The nea Cross Blood Donor Scrvice, tna in purticulur the Minnespolis

‘Center ¢na its wobilec Unit, cre deeply wppreciztive of the contribution you

wnd the men wna officers unacr your commend have wede to the Biooa Lonor
Service. Ekvery visit to your group, both at Cemp ouvage and ¢t Fort Smnelling,
have resulted in whitever yuote we ro uestea, ina seversl emergency visits

trrenged on short notice to fill in cunccllations muintuinca our quote. .
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Eerlier in Jenuwry 1945, she had written: !"For each of the visits to
your group, the production has been limited by our office, zand we have only
the highest praisc for the monner in which your men respond to this service.”

When lduyor McDonough “of St. Peul cppesled for help to Colonel Herry J.
Keeley, post communaer of Fort Snelling, for aid fo the herd-pressed Twin
Cities Coul wnd Coke Compenies which were uncble to meke udequute deliveries
to Twin Cities homes becuuse of a cold wave end lack of munpovwer, meny of
the Jupunese-hmericons went to work ariving trucks wuna delivering cozl in
sub-zero weather. Many of these volunteers hud only shortly arrived from
the bsliny ciimute of the Hewsiicn Islcnas.

Despite the rigorousness of their trcining, the students of the MISLS
have distinguished themselves as scoldiers. Their rete of aWOLs &nd venerecal
disease is very much iower thun thut of the average militury gorrison. In
recognition of their outstunding record, the Chief of the Militury Intelligence
Division of the War Depertment, swarded the school cacre the "NMeritorious
Service Unit Plaguc". This award is based on cchievewent end maintenznce of
a high stunderd of discipline, supcrior miiitory courtesy, superior appecrince
of personnel, instcllotions, wnd equipuent, wnd enthusiistic execution of
orders. Other fuctors slso considered in mcking the awerd tre the number of
AWOLS, venerecl disease rites, court martials aund other punishments.

This is the sketchy pen picture of the srmy Jupenese linguist ¢s he
underwent truining before being shipped out to joiﬁ the combut forces in
the Pacific, Necessery changeé huave been mede in the schedules Qna courses
for his successors who.erc now undergoing truining for Japunase lunguuge
duties with the americen army of 0ccupation4iﬁ Jupun. The deumunds for
qﬁalified Jupanese lenguage personnel ure greater thun ever end the work locd
end tempo of instruction remain essentiully unchenged. The stucent aust be
& good soldaier anc u good linguist. He is driven hurd to prepere him for
the heavy tusks ahead in the minimum time allowea. de gripes like all Gls,
but he still tekes his work in stride, does his duty well, and never feils

in his mission.
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