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: Recollections of the New Guinea and Philippinesbampaigns
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ation from the Special Class at Camp Savage in
I was sent directly to Australiadalong with Leo
aito, Pat Neishi, Arthur Castle, Kenm©Omura, Kaz Yamada and Al
Tamura En route, we had received ouj stripes and ass?:ed to
I Corps HQ. When we arrived at Townsend, Australia, we wére
, addressed by the G-2, a West Point folonel, who informed us that
k<)/Mac Arthur's policy was for everyone to work up to their grades.

We were all downgraded-ene-stripe. The colonel then asked eaep
g [y

¢ L/ of us whether we _could re e Jz
\, ,? Needless to say, this was all very discouraging to us who were
{0 1 anxious to demonstrate our loyalty to our county by contributing

on after our value became known through the work done by the
graduates in the field.

\ George Aurell,’Kazuhiko Yamaday thur Cas;ia and I were assigned

6&)( ! our unique services to the war effort. This was in sharp contrast
§ to the demand for Nisei language personnel which developgggigégél)
%)

to the 32nd Division and sent to Port Moresby. At the time,

9&9 \' the Japanese forces had advanced halfway across the Owen Stanley
%;Jk///’ Mountains running across the middle of New Guinea. The U. S.
S and Australian forces were striving to drive them back and to take

Q%\ Buna and Gona in the Huon Peninsula. Once the Japanese were forced
gh‘ back, we were flown over the Owen Stanley Mountains, after an
aborted attempt because of the proximity of Japanese aircraft.
C We joined the 32nd Division on its drive to the Buna-Gona

objective. > U’ngmgii

This is where we began to interrogate P/Ws, who were mostly

ﬂdh )Y non-Japanesg and spoke little Japanese. All were in very poor
&Q&Q physical shapedue to starvation and exposure,and all had dysentery.
0¥

V@%” Most informatiSn of value at this time was taken from captured

//é documents such as diaries and a few operational orders taken from

« X dead soldiers. One fio the most useful types of information obtained
% N from these sources was order of battle data. Since this was
Qﬁd scattered in the various material picked up, a compilation of

&2/ OB information prepared for the G2 proved to be so useful that it
@d}/’ was done on a regular basis. Diaries and personal papers revealed
o much about the poor morale and miserable condition of the troops

as well as certain other information of operational valuex: TG

At this time, Japanese soldiers were usually taken prisoner
$§7 and placed in field hospitals _near the combat areas. We were C&
4% informed on onge occasion of*risoner located up alofg the &\lb\
coast. We beerded a small motor boat loaded with supplies and :
2 made our way at night along the shore until we heard a Japanese Jw&l@\
gwm boat in the vicinity. We hurriedly dumped our supplies and hid ?7
Q§y§K near the shore. Eventually we arrived at the field hospital
\ where trhe P/W was being treated. He was %n bad shape and barely
W . conscious, but he erked‘ﬁ?igzbn we talked t¢ him .n Japanese,

"




us some canned fruit. We gumped at the
we were sitting next to a container /fill

\\fggg/parts.

While working with George Aurell, I had the unnerving experience of being
awakened in the middle of the night by someone shouting in Japanese. It turned <:P11L9
out that Aurell talked in his sleep in Japanese. This was in the jungle with th /}
perimeter guards ready to firg;ény indication of enemy infiltration. I had to

be on my toes to wake him up whenever he started to talk in his sleep.

and other

2 -f{qgfamq
We were able to get valuable informatién from him about unit movements, &
Strengths and condition !f his comrades. Later the hospital attendants offered ,2

Sy§§?> The fighting for Buna ended by mid-February 1943. Aas T recall, I was sent ; i
>§§L/ back to ATIS for a while and then returned to New Guinea with a team under Cmdr
///k;:\eysam Bartlett. We were located with I fexpks Corps HQ somewhere near Finschhafen
(Sm '\ @nd received many captured d®d® documents from I Corps Units where other Nisei k@buﬂ
<1§;§§5 inguists were assigned. The volume of material coming w in was so heavy at times mk:
that we had to virtually work all night to translate, type and disseminate Yia4k
Bt the information to Corps units and to ATIS. Frequently, Us.S. PT boat commanders,
e who rajded Japanese positions along the coast, would bring in captured documents
and material. We came to know one of them, one of the ugung—ﬂ.b*——ﬂsckefellersfézﬂ
quite well. MacArthur's Sstrategy ob bypassing strong points was being put into
effect, and the documﬁgts which we translated contained, among other information,

plans for the Japanese reinforcemént of certain areas by the mo of their
remnant forcess; we. pte-es T frtcres, el a
Y
Reﬁﬁé¥& Rockefeller invited me to have a steak dinner on his boat one evening.
W) This was an unexpected treat for me since we were still on bully beef and hard

!”0
\~ tack. I was looking forward to some real food foe once, but when I got to the
f

-| boat, my stomack was in such bad shape that I became very seasick. I had to be
W taken ashore ‘without having one bite of the steak dinner. Afterwards, I could

only fantasize about how good the steak would have tasted.

Subsequently, we were returned to ATIS, and I was promoted to Warrant Officer
along with Gary Kadani and Steve Yamamoto. After a brief period of training with
a regimental combat team at Fergusson Islandy with others whic-h included Richard
Harada and KaoruNishida, I was assigned to 6th Army HQ at Hollandia. Steve
Yamemoto had the interrogation team,and I had the translation group. One interesting
event took place here which made us feel exhilarated fﬂy a short time. A commo
\}ijb] man had placed a false message on the machine for the following shift stating that

\éa&5¥the Japanese had surrendered. The whole area erupted with wild shouting and

§¥)L gunfire until the truth was discovered. I have often wondered what happened to
, the fellow who left the bogus message as a joke.

“L'L ) We then embarked for(Leyte Island in the Phili - En route, our convoy
QH& was subjected to several Kamikaze attacks. Fortunately, our LST was not hit
™

| by any of these attakks, but as wex prepared to land at Tacloban, out ship was hit

y a bomb by one of three Japanes planes. Spady Koyama and Cappy Harada
were wounded and evacuated. I was not able to find out ere they were evacuated
\y until much later. Units were being sent directly from Japan to the Philippines,
B> = and information obtained by the MIS staff assigned to 6th Army HQ and its divisions\b@%%&ﬂa

This was gf

U§§§Pk indluded dates and places where reinforcements were to be sent. *
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inestimable value to the U. S. field commanders. ﬁ&ww
~E
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One night,/_\were awakendd in the midlée of the night and taken to the airfield \-U/S
where Japanese paratroopers had attempted to land. They had jumped at too & low

an altitude for their parachutes to open and they were splattered all acress the /\
field. job was to gjatﬁg__[w;és for documents and Go translate them\>

dia in a specia 1t set up for this purpose. It was a Very unnerv.lnga\e‘iw
&expe’rience because any slight commotion outside the tent might mean another
paratroop attack.

Somehow we managed to translate the papers which we had gathered.
They were orders giving the apit identification and the operational plan. Fortunately,
there were no¥ further paratroop attacks that night. At the time, wex were not

%&;&Ql aware of thé Haval battle which was taking place involving the Japanese naval
\2 attempt to I{.}t Leyte. This rcamel engagement, which involved a decoy maneuver by
A Halsey, spelled the virtual ende of the Japanese navy as a threat to the U.S. forces.

After Leyte, we landed at Lingayen Bay and made ou¥ way to Manila.
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