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PREFACE

The Terporary Detention Camps (a.k.a. "Assembly Centers')l represent the Tirst

phase of the mass incarceration of 52,785 Californians?

of Japanese ancestry during
_ World War II. : .

Pursuant to Executive Order Q066 signed by President Franklin D. Roosevelt on
February 19, 1942, twelve makeshift detention facilities were constructed at various
horse racetracks, fairgmﬁnds, and labor camps in C&J:!.J:‘c:orrr].a..3 Three additional i
temporary camps were established in Arizona, Oregon, and Washington. These facilities
waro for the purpose of temporsrily confining Japanese Americans until the more
porma.nent concentration camps--such as Manzanar and Tule Lake in California--
cou.ld be built in isolated areas of the United States.

Beginning on March 30, 1942, all native-born Americans and long-tim iegal.
residents of Japanese ancestryj living in California were ordered to surrender
themselves for detention. Individuals were imprisaned solely dus to his or her
mcéstry. Citizenship, age, constituticnal guarantees, or innocence of mngaoing :
did not mattasr. : ‘ : o :

Japanese America.ns were held behind barbed wire i‘ences and guard towers at '
these Temporary Detention Camps for two to seven months until they were transfermd
to one of the pérmanent concentration cé.mps-. An entire popul;.tion of loyal and
- productive Californians was elirminated from the public scene.

- The incarceratior_x of Ja.pa.neso- Americans had a profound e¢ffect on the military,
political, and economic affairs of the state S.t the time; and the episode remains
as a major blot in the history of American law.6 United States citizens and lawful -
permanent residents were impriscned without charges, without evidence, uitl:;aut trial, .
and in violation of evwe.ry basic constitutional r.lght.?

The Temporary‘l)':otention Carps are a sobering reminder to all Americans of
what can happen if constitutional principles are not vigorously defended hgaiﬁst

racism, political expediency, and economlc opportunism.



HISTORY

Superficially, World War IT might be seen as the impetus for the mass
sncarceration of Jspanese Americans. The causes, however, were much more complex
and deeply rooted in California history. Racial hate against Asian Americans
omerged during the highly competitive and lawless Gold Rush days, inexorably grew
in intensity during the next century, and finally reached its culndnat‘lon in 1942.

- In the long historical context, the elimination of Japanese Americans from California
was a logical extension of all that had transpired before; and the war itself was

cnly a pretext to accomplish a "final solution" of sorts. 8 »

During the peak gold mining years in Califomia. there were over 9,000 Chinese
mdners, comprising 25% of the total number of miners. Viewed as wnwanted ccmpetitors
Afor the riches of CaJii‘omia, the Chinese were driven from the mines through a.cts
of violence and terrorism. By the ea.rly 1850%s, racism against the Chirmse became
institationalized in the '.Lair. Among other restrictions, Chinese Californians were
denied the right to vote, to become naturalized citiﬁens, to testify in courtn'. against
a white person, or to' engage in occupations of their choice. The California State
Constitution had an entire article devoted to requiring discrimination against the
Chinese and any "Mongolian."9 A series ef Chinese Exclusion Acts between 1882 and
1904. offectively reduced economic competition by controlling and eventually barring

Chinese immigration to the United States..® ‘ _ ’
: By the time the first sizable number of Japanese immigrants arrived in California
during the late 1890°s and early 1900's, governmental discrimnation against Asian
minorities was fimly established. Japanese imﬁ.gra.nts were initially recruited
by the Californisa agriculturnl industry to £111 an-acute need for laborers., But like

all other immigrant groups, the Japanese Caliromians did not remain docile, underpaid
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workers for long, and they soon set out to earn their share of the American dream.n

Perceived as a new "yellow peril" threat, the white establishment applied much of
the existing anti-Chinese laws to the Japanése as well, including denial of the right
to naturalized citizénship.lz Also, the California "Alien Land Laws" of 1913 and
1920 were specifically directed against the Japanese denying them the right to own
or lease land--a right possessed by white aliens 2 1ike the earlier Chinese exclusion
movement, anti-Asian o;-ganizations in California lobbied the federal government to
stop all immigration from Japan. In response to the ISressures from California,
Congress terminated Japanese immigration in 1924.11’ »

In the years preceding World War IT, racism against Asian Americans was a fact
of life on the West Coast. Discrimination in housing, employment, educa.tion, public
accomodations, and social relations was pervasive. Moreover, the media constantly
reinforced negative stereotypes: neirspaper_s. radio, movies, comic strips, and pulp
novels inundated the publi'c with lurid tales of Japanese spies and saboteurs J5- This
historical background is indispensable for an understanding of what happened to
Japanese Americans during the war years. : |

Japan had been waging a war in Asia since 1937, and United States{apan relations
had steadily worsened. A breaking point came in July 1941 when the United States
impose& a total trade embalrgo and effectively cut off Japan's oil supply. With no
domestic source of oil and only a few months of reserves, Japan faced udlitafy and
econormic c;:lla.pse. The United Siates had broken Japan's top secret code and was
aware of the crisis in Japan and the probabilitj for armed conﬂict.16

With the expectation of war, the U. -S. goverrfment undertook precautionary
measures. In October 1941, the State Department ordered & covert investigation of
the Japanese American cormmmities on the West Coast and Hawaii; the Federal Bureau
of Invéstigation (FBI) and the ud]itary intelligence services intensified secret

surveillance programs which had been ir. existence for several years. All of these
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intelligence reports certified that the Japanese American populatioﬂ as a whole
posed no threat to national security.17 Curiously, on December 5, 1941--just two
days before the outbreak of war—FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover instructed his agents
to be ready for the “immediate apprehension” of Japanese nationals who had been
targeted for "custodial detention."18 . o o,

When the global war finally came to the United States on December 7, the
govarnment was well prepared to handle domestic security. Using previously prepared
1ists, the FBI summarily arrested over 2,000 Japanese nationals during the first '
few days of the war. No criminal charges were ever filed against these individuals;
apparently, they were considered suspicious due to their leadership bositicns,in the
Japanese American commmity.l? Organization officers, Buddhist and Shinto priests,
newspaper éditors. language and martial art$ instructors were all imprisoned at one
of 26 Internment Camps operated by the Justice Department. 20 Dependents were left
without a source of llvelihood, and the Japanese American commmunity was stripped of
its established leadership.

Despite the shock of Pearl Harbor, t;ere was very little public hysteria or
panic. With the home front completely secure, public cpinion was generally favorable
toward Japanesé Americans during the first month of the war. Newspapers published
editorials and letters sympathetic to Japansse Americans; and even the California
State Legislature passed a resolution urging federal officials "to prevent any and
all racial discrimination in the national defense programe w2l

It took a little time before the long-standing anti-Japanese groups in Califorrda
‘realized what a potent weapon they had in their hands, but when they did, they seized
the opportunity to attain a goal they had been seeking for over 40 years, i.e. to get:
rid of the Japanese Americans once and for all. An orgaﬁized hate campaign c;ntered
in California ensued; and as a result,.public opinion started to turn against

Japanese Americans in late~January 1942. Iatent prejudices were aroused, but the
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average citizen reu;ained law-abiding and é.cts of violence or vandalism against
Japanese Americans were rara.zz

Newspapers published unsubstantiated rumors about spies and saboteurs among
the Japanese Americans. DBecause of th; long history of prej‘udice and stereotypes,
many white Americans believed the false stories. The truth was that there were
absolutely no proven cases of espionage or éabota.ge committed by any person of
Japanese ancestry hving in the Uni:ted States .23 On the othez; hand, at least ten
white peréons were charged and convicted in courts of law as spies for Japan.zu
Iike the previous immigration exclusion campaigns, California politicians and
. pressure groups lobbied the federal government to remove and/or lock up all Ja.panesé
Amr.lca.ns..25 Even though Attorney General Francis Biddle and FBI Director Hoover
advised against it, President Franklin D. Roosevelt authorized the mass expulsion
ard incarcération of Japanese Americans by signing Executive Order 9066 on February
19, 1942.26 The order itself was carefully worded to avoid constitutional challenges:
it did not single out a specific group, nor did it say people were to be locked up.
But there was a comm'qn understanding that Executive Order -9066 was designed primarily-
for the purpose of removing and/or imprisoning the Japanese Americans. . Wit;h no
public demands for locking up German Americans and Italian Americans, the government
chose to forgo the theoretical option of incarcerating descendants of the European
"enemy nations as well. :

On February 20, Secretary of War Henry L. Stimson designated Lt. General John
L. DeWitt, head of the Western Defense Command, to carry out the intent of Executive
Order 9066. Just to make sure DeWitt correctly wnderstood his assignment, both
Stimson and Assistant Secretary of War John J. McCloy directed him to inclnde all
persons of Japanese ancestry——irrespective of citizenship—in his plans, but that
persons of German or Ttalian ancestry were to be left alone unless there was hard

evidence to prove an individual was dnngerous.27

The first action under authority of Executive Order 9066 was the expuisioh of
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the entir; Japanese American cﬁmunity from Terminal Island (San Pedro Bay, Los
Angeles County) on February 25-27. Armed soldiers marched into the old fishing
vilh.ge and ordered every person of Japanese ancesiry, including native-born America.ns.
to leave their homes within 48 hours. The majority of Terminal Island residents were
United States citizens, but thej were evicted without a hearing. The eviction was
especially harsh because most of the men had been arz'estéd earlier by the FBI and
the move had to be made almost entirely by women and children. The govemment made
no provisions for alternative housing, and some 2,000 Japanese Americans became
displaced persons.28
On March 2, DeWitt declared the Western halves of California, Oregon, and
Washington, plus the Southern half of Arizona as "Military Area #1," and announced
his intention to remove every perscn of Japanese ancestry therefrom. Japanese
Americans were urged to "voluntarily" give up their homes and jobs before they were
forcibly expelled by the .a.rnry. A total of. 10,312 Japanese Americans hurriedly left
the proscribed areas, with 4,310 moving to the Eastern side of California, which
was then a "free zone.“29 :
On March 11, DeWitt created the Wartime Civil Control Administration (WC.CA.) as
a sub-unit of the Wa‘stem Defense Command and appointed Colonel Karl R. Bendetsen
as the ﬁdlitary director responsible for implementation of the expulsion/ detention
progran.3® In the meantime, Congress passed Public Law 77-503 on March 21 which
made it a federal offense for a civilian to discbey a military order issued under
authority of Executive Order 9066.31 :
On March 24, all Japanese Americans on Bainbridge Island, Washingtori were
ordered to report for imprisenment under "Civilian Exclusion Order #1.%32
Subsequently, "Civ-i]ian Exclusion Order #2" issued on March 30 applied to the Long -
Beach-San Pedro area in California. Eventually, 108 separate "Civilian Exclusion

Orders" weore iss'ued.' each applying to a different locale in Arizona, California,
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Oregon, and Washington. Japanese Ameri;:axxs were directed . bring only what they
could carry in their hands and turn themselves in at a "Civil Control Station" near
their Homes. Upon reporting, they were registered, numbered, tagged with shipping
labels, and placed aboard buses, trai;xs. and trucks under armed guard for transportation
to one of the 15 Temporary Detention Camps. From that point on, Japanese An;ericg.ns
became prisone;-s of their own country. On arrival at the camps, they were forced to
submit to body and baggage searches, fingerprinting, and long interrogations about
their background.33

Japanese Americans were imprisoned on the basis of ancestry and ancestry alone.
There was no evidence they had done anything illegal, or wers dangerous in any wWay.
Native-born Americans were locked up without charges or trial, and in completé
disregard for their constitutional rights. - ;

DeWitt gave the rationale of "military necessity” to protect the West Coast
against sabotage in case of invasion, but such a claim was contrary to the actual
U. S. Army "estimate of the situation” which correctly concluded that an invasion of
the West Coast was extremely unlikely.%' The claim was also inconsistent with the fact
that Japanese Americans in Hawail were not similarly incarcerated en masse. Hawaii ‘
was the site of the Pearl Harbor attack, was some 3,000 miles closer to the. enemy,
ard was in far greater danger of any invasion. There were 159,534 Japanese Americans
in Hawaii, comprising 3%4.2% of the population, but Lt. Gensral Delos EmmonS, the
military commander in Hawaii, decided that "nﬂ.}.itary necessity” there required the
Japa.:xese Americans to muﬁin free and help in ti:e war effort.35

The ."military necessity” excuse was. further contradicted by the fact bables,
children, blind or paralyzed persons, infirm or bedridden old people-those.who
could not pg:'ssib]y commdt acts of sabotage or espionagaé-*mre also incarcemﬁec_‘l.
Even orphans in institutions and children adopted by wﬁite families were ordered
imprléoned if they had any Japanese incestry at &11.36

By March 24, all Japanese Americans were placed on a dusk to dawn curfew.
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They were further required to have travel permits and were prohibited from possessing
any camera, radio, or weapon. Although these regulations appliéd to all enemy" :
nationals, Japanese Americans were the only United States citizens to be included in
the restrictions.>? L4 :

On March 27, DeWitt abruptly prohibited any further "voluntary” movement of
Japanese Americans away from "Military Area #l.'- Japanese Americans were "frozen”
in their homes until arrangements céuld be made for their incarceration: they were
trapped wiﬁh no option'aside from imprisonmsnt.38 DeWitt methodically issued detention
orders almost daily, and an average of 3,750 persons a day were forced out of their
" -homes and locked up in the Temporary Detention Camps. 39

Tn a corollary act, the California State Personnel Board summarily fired all
state employees of Japanese ancestry on Apr11 2. Blanket dismissal charges were
filed against anyone with a Japanese surname. Those who had taken leaves to enter
the Temporary Detention Camps were dismissed in absentia, while those who were still
free were ordered to promptly vacate their JObS.uO

On June 2, DeWitt proclaimed the Eastern half of California as “Military Area
#2" and prohibited Japansse Americans from leaving thatAarea as well until they, too,
could be ordered to feport for detention.ul By this action, DoWitt betrayed an
earlier promise to spare those who moved to the Eastern half of California during
‘the "voluntary” period. Significantly, only the Eastern hdalf of California was
g proscfibedx the Eastern halves of Orego; and Wgshington wore left alone. This
discrepancy was due to the continued politiéal pressures from California to elimdnate
Japanese Americans from the entire state.uz .

About this time, an important turning point in the Pacific War occurred. The
U. S. Navy annihilated the core of the Japanese Navy at the Battle of Midway on
June 3-6; from that‘point on, Japan totally lacked the capability to attack the
West Coast. The U. S. government and military knew that any danger of invasion had

vanished. However, instead of canceling the detention program and saving millions



in fnndS.\war materiel, and pefsonnel,.the government relentlessly contimued to
build new concentration camps and locked up more Japanese Americans.u3 Detenﬁion
orders for the Eastern half of Califormia started to appear on Juns 27. %
: The detention process progressed from district to district, county to county,
over a five month pericd. By Jﬁne 3, all Japanese Americans on the Western half of
the West Coast states had been locked up; and by August 7, 1942, the entire process
was completed. A totél of 92,785 Californians, and an overall total of 120,313
Japanese Americans ended up in government custody.u5 _ :
While the Japanese Americans were confined in the Temporary Detention Camps,
' the War Department built ten large-conceniration camps~--each designed to hold an
avéragb of 12,000 prisonars-in;the interiof desert and swamp regions of the United
States. Two of these céncentratiqn carps were located in California (Manzanar and
Tule ILake), while the other eight were in the states of Arizona (2), Arkansas (2),
Colorado, Idaho, Utah, and Wyoming.'*S ’
Beginning onthy 26, and contimuing through October 30, approximately 500
detainees per day were taken from the Temporary Detention Camps and placed abgard
trains under armed guard for éransfer to the permanent concentration camps. The
movement required the use of 171 special trains—-at a time vhen railroads were
eritically needed to transport military supplies. Each detainee had spent an
:awarage of'102.3-days in a Temporary Detention Carp before he or she was transferred;
ard & total of 9,485,202 detainee-days had been spent under the guns of the WCCA/

Western Defense Commnnd.u7

DESCRTPTION

Horse racetracks, fairgrounds, rocdeo grounds, and labor camps wera-used as
sites for the Temporary Detention Camps. The WCCA/Wbstérn Dofense Command

expropriated twelve such locations in California and hurriedly converted thém.into
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transient detention faci]ities ."‘8 Existing horsestalls and grandstands were used
for living quarters, and fli.ﬁxsy tarpaper barracks were hastily bﬁil‘.t for a.dditibnal
housing. The entire compound was surrounded by a high ba:bed wire fence and guard '
towers; sentries in the twéﬁ ‘were armed with machine guns; soldiers with baﬁnet—
tipped rifles patrolled the carp .per.imeter: and searchlights crisscrossed the carp
interior at night.u9 .
Dotainees made the following observationss
Estelle Ishigo (Pomona) el i
The first sight of the barbed wire enclosure with armed soldiers Sta.nd‘!.ng
guard as our bus slowly turned in through the gate stunned us.... Here was
a camp of sheds, enclosed within a high barbed wire fence, with guard towers
and soldiers with machine guns. :
Charles Kikuchi (Tanforan)s -

T saw a soldier in a tall guardhouse near the barbed wire fence and did not
1ike it because it reminds me of a concentration camp.

Mine Okubo (Tanforan) 352

Wo were close te freedom and yet far from it. The San Bruno streetcar line
bordered the camp on the east and the main state highway on the south. i
Streams of cars passed by all day. Guard towers and barbed wire surrounded
the entire center. Guards were on duty night and day. g

The fence and gusrds were not there to "protect" the Japanese Americansts the
barbed wire tops were turned inward, and the guards had their weapons trained into
‘the camp. DeWitt, himseif, explained the purpose of the security measures £53

The Assembly Centers -in the combat: area are generally located in grounds

surrounded by fences clearly defining the limits for the evacuees. In such

places the perimeter of the camp will be guarded to prevent unauthorized

departure of evacueeS.... Should an evacuee attempt to leave camp without
permission he will be halted, arrested, and delivered to camp police.

Tn order to make it absolutely clear to the Japanese Americans that they
were prisoners, DeWitt issued nCivilian Restrictive Order #1" on May 19 ordering
the inmates to remain within the boundaries of the Temporary Detention Camps at

all times. Anyone who attempted to leave without written authorization was
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threatened with ond.nou;, unspecified "penalties and liabilities."%

The camp interiors were arranged like prisoner of war gamp$ or overseas military
carmps, and were co&xplete]y unsuitéd for family living. Barracks and horsestalls were
divided into blocks and ea‘ch' block had a central mess hall, latrine, showers, wash
basins, and laundry tubs. Toilets, showsrs, and bedrooms were unpartitioned; there
was no water or plumbing in the living quarters; and anyone going to the lavatory at .

night was followed by a searchlight. Eight person families were placed in 20 x 20 ft.
A rooms, six person families in 12 x 20 ft. rooms, and four person families in 8 x 20
ft. rooms. Smaller families and single persons had to share unpartitioned units with
strangers. Each dstainee received a straw mattrﬁss, an army blanket, and not mmch
else. Privacy was non-existent; everything had to be done comrmnally; and endless
queues formed for eating, washing, and personal needs. Sanitation and food quality .
were poor; outbreaks of diarrhea and communicable diseases were commonj and the
stench in the horsestall areas was overwhelnﬁng.55

In spite of the stark reality of the prison facilities, the WCCA/Western Defense
Command called these places "Assembly Centers.” Arnv officials (particularly WCCA
Director Bendstsen, who was a'lawyer) werea aware of the serdous constitutional.
issues which conld be raised if they admitted that Americans were being confined”
against their will without due process of law. In order to circumvent any legal
difficulties, the army coined n-umerous euphemisms to camouflage the truth. One
indication of the tortured lengths to which army thinkers went to cover—up what was
actually h;ppening was their use of the phrase "non-alien" to refer to native-borr.x
citizens of the United States of A.merica.56

Tﬁe United States was not alone in the use of decep‘t’;ive terminology. during
World War II. Canada eprlled all Japanese Canadlans from their homes in British
Columbia and confined Vthem in inland prison camps which were yérious]y named

"Clearing Stations,"” “Assembly Centres,"” "Interior Housing Centres,"” "Interior
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Settlements,” "Housing Projec{:s." and Relocation Cent.res."S? Interestingly,

Japan also used the name "Assembly Centers" (Shukaisho) to refer to their intermment
camps in occupied China.v.58

o

Germany's nomenclature for their concentration and extermination camps best
41lustrate the thesis that official government names are not necessarily accurate, ‘
nor desirable for continued use today. The Nazl operated camps were known at the
time as "Work-study Camps" (Arbeitsemiehungslager), "Protective Custody Camps"

- (Schutzhaftlager), "State Retirement Homes" (Reichsaltersheim), "Health Resorts”
(Heilbad), "Jewish Self-administration Centers” (Judische Selbtsverwaltung), and

"Paradise Quarters” (Para.deisghetto).59
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APPENDIX A —— TEMPORARY DETENTION CAMPS TN CALTFORNIA, 1942

I -

Marysville
Merced
Pinedale
Pomona
Sacramento
Salinas
Santa Anita
Stockton
Ta?foran
Tulare
turibck

63

Manzanar

Iocation6°
Fresno
Arboga
Msrced
Pingdale
Pomona
ﬂhleféa
Salinas
Arcadia
Stockton -
San Bruno
Tulare
Turlock

Owens Valley

CountyOt

Fresno

Yuba

Merced

Fresno

Los Angeles

Sacramento

Monterey

Los Angeles

San Joaquin

San Mateo

Tulare

Stanislaus

Inyo

62

Previous use

Fairgrounds
Farmland
Fairground§
Mill camp :
Fairgrounds

Pastureland

Rodeo grounds

Horse racetrack
Fairgrounds
Horse racetrack
Fairgrounds
Fairgrounds

Pastureland ‘.
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APPENDIX B —— TEMPORARY DETENTION CAMPS IN CALTFORNTA, 19_&2
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Fresno
Marysville
Merced
Pinedale |
Pomona
Sacramento
Salinas
Santa lAnita
fStoclcton
Tar}foran
Tulare
Tur;ock

Mn.nzann.r63

64

Dates of operation

May 6 to. October 30
May 8 to June 29

Hay 6 to September 15
May 7 to July 23

May 7 to Augus':c 254
May 6 to June 26
.April 27 to July &4
March 27 to October 2757
May 10 to October 1?-
April 28 to October 13
April 20 to September 4
April 30 to August ‘]2

March 21 to May 317

Maximm detaine

85

at any one time

5,120
2,451
4,508
4,792
5,435
4,739
3,5%%
18,719
4,271
7,816
4,978

3,662

9,666

Total
detaineeséé

5,344
z.ués
4,669
4,823
L .5}4
4.770
3,608
19,348
4,390
8,033
5,061
3,699

9,681
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APPENDIX C — TEMPORARY DETENTION CAMPS IN CATTFORNIA, 1042

Fresno

Marysville

Merced

Pinedale

Pomona

" Sacramento

Salinas

Santa Anita

Stockton

Tanforan

Turlock

Mmzana.r63

Origins of detainees68

Central San Joaquin Valleys
Amador County

Placer and Sacramento Counties

Northern Califormia Coast;
West Sacramento Valley; North

- San Joaquin Vailey

Sacramento and El Dorado Counties;
Oregon; Washington

Los Angeles, San Francisco, and
Santa Clara Counties

Sacramento and San Joaquin Counties

Monterey .Bay Area

‘Ios Angeles, San Diego, and

Santa Clara Counties

San Joaquin County
San Francisco Bay Area

Southern California Coast; los
Angeles and Sacramento Counties

" Sacramento River Delta; Los Angeles

1os Angeles, Amador, and San
Joaquin Counties; Washington

Concentra.tiog camp .
destinations S

Gila, Jerome

Tule Lake

Granada

Poston, Tule Lake

Heart Mountain

" Tule Lake .

Poston, Tule Lake

Gilé., Granada, Heart
Mountain, Jerome, Manzanar,
Poston, Rohwer, Topaz

Gila, Rohwer
Topaz
Gila

Gila
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NOTES
The name Temporary Detention Camp accurately describes the true nature of the
sites being nominated for historical landmark registration. At the time, the
U. S. Army used the euphemism "Assembly Center," but these sites were not merely
places of assemblage. Instead, they were essentially and primarily detention
camps to hold people against their will. "Assembly Center" is a rrisnomer and

misrepresentation, and therefore is unacceptable for use as a landmark’ namee.
Justification for this position is given in the Description Section, pages 10-13.

Statistical data contained in this application are from U. S. War Department,
Final Revort: Japanese Evacuation from the West Coast, 1942 (Washington: U. S.
Government Printing Oifice, 1543), pe. 502 et passim. Two-thirds majority of the
detainees were native-born Americans: while it is recognized that the minority
were Japanese nationals, the terms Japanese Americans or Californians will be
used to include all long-time residents of the United States (see note #5).

Manzanar was one of the original Temporary Detention Camps, which made a total
of thirteen in California. But on June 1, 1942, Manzanar was redesignated as

a permanent concentration camp, and the.inmates stayed in place. Manzanar's
primary significance rests on its permanent camp status (California State S
Historical Landmark #850); and the experience at Manzanar was slightly different
from the purely temporary camps. Although Manzanar is listed in the tables as
an early Temporary Detention Camp, it is not part of this application. For the
sake of readability, the special circumstances of Manzanar is not included in
the text discussions. : e Eaiy

The first group of Californians locked up were covered under "Civilian Exclusion
Order 22" dated March 30, -1942. An earlier group from Bainbridge Island (Puget
Sound), Washinzton was imprisoned under “Civilian Exclusion Order #F1" dated
March 24. Although the residents of Terrinal Island (San Pedro Bay), Los Angeles
County were evicted from their homes in late February, they wers not incarcerated.

"A11 Persons of Japanese Ancestry” was defined to mean anyone with 1/16 or more -
Japanese ancestry. Immigrants from Japan were prohibited by statute and court
decision from becoming naturalized American citizens (see note #12). Since =
impigration from Japan was cut off in 1924, all Japanese immigrants had lived in
the Umited States for a minirmum of 18 years, and most had lived here for over.30
years (see note #14).

e

Nanette Dembitz, "Racial Discrimination and the Military Judgement,” Columbia

law Review, 45 (March 1945), p. 175; Harrop Freeman, "Genesis, Exodus, and

Ieviticus,” Cornell Law Quarterly, 28 (June 1543), p. 414; Eugene Rostow, “The

Japanese American Cases--A Disaster,” Yale Law Journal, 54 (June 1945), p. 489.
: £

The following articles of the U. S. Constitution were abrogated or abridged:.
Amendment 1 (freedom of religion, speech, press, and assemblage); Amendment 2
(right to keep and bear arms); Amendment 4 (freedom from unreasonable search
and seizure); Amendment 5 (right to life, liberty, and property, and due process
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of law); Amendment 6 (right to speedy and public trial by impartial jury, to be
informed of charges, to be confronted with witnesses against, to call witnesses
for, and to legal counsel); Amendment 7 (right to trial by jury); Amendment 8
(right to reasonable bail, freedom from cruel and unusual punishment); Amendment
13 (freedon from involuntary servitude); Amendment 14 (right to equal protection
cf the law); Amendment 15 (right to vote); Article 1, Section 9 (right to writ
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ETHNIC MINORITY CULTURAL RESOURCES SURVEY
: JAPANESE AMERICANS

P. 0. Box 799, El Cerrito, California 94530
Information: Isami Waugh 527-4629, Ray Okamura 540-2195

FOR_IMMEDIATE REILEA.SE (5/2/80)

SANTA CRUZ == The sites of the 1942 Temporary Detention Camps for
Japanese Americans have been designated as California State Historical
Landmarks. Some 93,000 Californians of Japanese ancestry were confined at
these locations while the more permanent concentration camps were being built.

At a meeting here on Friday, May 2, the California State Historical
Resources Commrdssion unanimously approved an' application submitted by the
Ethnic Minority Cultural Resources Survey--Japanese Americans. Commissioners
present and voting for the proposal were: Julia Costello, Ernestine Elster,
Robert Ferris, Amanda Frost, and Nadine Hata.

Nearly three months after the United States entered World War IT, President
Franklin D. Roosevelt signed Executive Order 9066 authorizing the mass detention
of Japanese Americans. This action resulted from the long history of prejudice
and legal discrimination against Japanese Americans, and the organized hate
campaign of anti-Japanese groups in California.

The U. S. Army expropriated various fairgrounds, horse racetracks, rodeo |
grounds, and labor camps and rapidly converted them into detention facilities.
Existing horsestalls, livestock exl;ibition halls, and grandstands were used for
living quarters, and flimsy tarpaper barracks were built for additimal housing.

Euphemistically called "Assembly Centers" at the time, the compounds were
surrounded by high barbed wire fences, guardtowers, searchlights, and sentries
armed with machine guns. The inmates were forbidden from going beyond the camp
boundaries by order of General John L. DeWitt, head of the Western Defense

Comraand .

)



DETENTION
2-2-2

Twelve Temporary Detention Camps existed in California between March 27
and October 30, 1942, Each detainee spent an average of 102 days in a temporary
canp before being transferred to one of the more permanent camps built in the
interior desert and swamp regions of the United States.

The newly reg':lstered landmark areas are: The Big Fresnbo Fair/Fresno County
Fairgrounds, Fresno; farmlands North of the Marysville Munic‘lpai Golf Course,
Arboga; Merced County Fairgrounds, Merced; housing tract West of the old Air
Force Depot, Pinedale; Los Angeles County Fairgrounds, Pomona; Palmgate tract
(Camg Kohler/Walerga), Foothill Farms; California Rodeo grounds, Salinas; Santa
Anita Park, Arcadia; antrai Valley Exposition/San Joaquin County Fairgrounds,
Stockton; Tanforan Park Shopping Center, San Bruno; Tulare County Fairgrounds,
Tulare; Stanislaus County Fairgrounds, Turlock.

Local groups who wish to have a memorial placed at the site of the former
detention camp in their community may now apply for a plaque under the general
landmark registration. The state does not automatically install a plaque at
every registered landmark, so a separate plaque application, with proposed
wording, must be submitted.

Each plaque may be worded differently, reflecting the perceptions and
sentiments of the local commmunity. The Ethnic Minority Cultural Resources
Survey has not proposed any plaque wording ané does noﬁ intend to apply for any
plaque. Plaque applications and plaque wordings are left corpletely within the
jurisdiction of local committees.

Information on plaque applications may be obtained from the Office of
Historic Preservation, P. 0. Box 2390, Sacramento, California 95811, (916)
© Lh5-8006. :
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Historical Landmark
NO. 934

X calinas N

TEMPORARY DETENTION CENTER"

THIS MONUMENT IS DEDICATED TO THE 3, 586 MONTER
BAY AREA RESIDENTS OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY. MOST
WHOM WERE AMERICAN CITIZENS TEMPORARILY CQNJ
FINED IN THE SALINAS RODEO GROUNDS DURING WORL

WAR || FROM APRIL TO JULY 1942, THEY WERE DET,
WITHOUT CHARGES, TRIAL,OR ESTABLISHMENT OF
BEFORE BEING INCARCERATED IN PERMANENT CAMPS
MOSTLY AT POSTON, ARIZONA, MAY SUCH INJUSTICEA_
HUMILIATION NEVER RECUR. b

CALIFORNIA REGISTERED HISTORICAL LANDMARK NO.934

PLAQUE PLACED BY THE STATE DEPARTMENT OF PA ‘_

AND RECREATION IN COOPERATION WITH THE JAPANESE

AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE CHAPTERS OF SALINAS

VALLEY, GILROY,. MONTEREY PENINSULA, SAN BENITO

COUNTY, AND WATSONVILLE AND THE CITY OF SALINA$.
FEBRUARY 19,1984,

“Mari's capacity for justice makes democracy possible, but man’s inclination to
injustice makes democracy necessary."’
Reinhold Niebuhr
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