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I"'would ks 10 'submit my written' testimony to the Commission because I live in
* PFukuyama City, Hiroshima, Japan, and have been unable to appear persanally before the
Commission to give my oral testimony, /i rnny TR S
. " My name is Tokio Yamane. | was born' in Iniole, Hawaii, and prior 10 World War II
" lived In Fresno, California, where | was a Seaior at Edison Technical High School. [ par-
licipated in maay athletic eveats, particularly the West Coast Reluys in 1940, 1941 and
1942, and established maay records. | won the Califomia later-High Track and Field
. - Eveats ia 1941, and because of my athletic achievements and my academic standing, | an-
. licipated attending Fresao State College. R B
.. However, that was not (0 be becauss | was deported to Japan in 1945 and have resided
.here ever since. The reasons 1 finally signed the document reaouncing my U.S. citizenship
Aand was deported o Japan were as follows: | . iy
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1) The U.S. Government incarcerated me as a common criminal at the beginning of
Worid War [I simply because, although | was u native-bom American citizen, my ancestry
was Japancse. . . . o S

..2) While & Tule Lake | was forced to undergo a brutal interrogation duriag the courne
of which I wus 0 severely beaten by the WRA authorities thas | suffered permanent fucial
disfiguremeat. ’

-.3) 1 had to make a living and ukg_cué of and support my widowed mother who wag 3
victim of the A-bomb. y :
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Thus, I should like the Commission to make a matter of record the fact that | did not 3o
o Japan of my owa free choice, but the decision was made for me by my own government
and, indirectly, by the President of the United States. :

First, I was forcibly evacuated 1o the Fresao Assembly Center, then | was seat (o
Jerome, Arkansas, thea to Tule Lake, aad finally 10 Saata Fe, New Mexico, 2 Juuice
Departmeat Camp for cacmy aliens, aad cventually was deported to Japaa in November
194 St s

Some of the outstanding events which led me to question the validity of the treatment |
reccived during the four years of incarceration were:

LRGN o e s e .. TULE LAKE . .. ¢ ‘

) Was it not a violatioa of the rights granted American citizens by the U.S. Coa-

stitutioa aad the Bill of Rights 1o incarcerate American citizens withouwt due process, par-

ticularly whea theae citizens had not.been guilty of any wrongdoing whatever?
2) Why were only persons of Japaneae anceatry forcibly removed from their homes aad-

Incarcerated while citizens of ltalian and Germaa extraction were not? Was this not the
grosscat discrimination against a minority based on ancestry?
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3) The Loyalty Questionnaire — Why was this questionnaire not administered prior to
the evacuation? To coaduct such a survey during the incarcerution oaly shows the deter-
mination of the WRA and other government agcacies to create disscnsion smoang the in-
‘lernegs by “divide and coaquer” tactica. They succeeded in this.end because the question-
naire brought about dissension and disorder withia the laternee .community by dividing
members of families and friends, aad causing bloodshed and.scveral murders. This tactic
also brought about a number of untimely and tragic deaths, and 0 it should not be ignored
‘or simply dismissed as a wartime tragedy — a forgive and forget matter — because in the
1940's persons of Japancss ancestry were still unsophisticated in matters of politics and
they were maaipulated by the U.S. Government aad its various departmeats. - :

“ "4) As the war of nerves continued betweea the WRA authorites and the unfortunate and
helpless detainces at Tule Lake an-incideat happeaed in November 1943 which -feiover
chaaged my life and the lives of several other detainees. It is this incideat which | would
ask the Commissioa. to thoroughly investigaic. and make a matter of recocd as one unpact of
EQ. 9066 oa the U.S. citizens involved,. AT SR Tas
T L 1, FOOD STEALING s s

It was on November 4, 1943, as | recall, that the Tule Lake Food Warehouse Disturb= -
ances occurred.. A Mr. Kobayashi, a Jupanese American on security patrol, discovered:
several WRA Caucasian persoane! sealing food from the incernee Fuod Warehaouse during
the night and loading the food oa their owa - ruck. which was parked alongside the
warchouse. Mr, Kobayashi, who had the aythority of a warden, ijonunlcd with the WRA,
personac! because they were taking the internee's food without’authori 2auon — they were
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“actually ‘stealing the'internee’s food. Mr. Kobayashi was attacked by the Caucasian WRA
‘personnei and a scuffle enmed.',fff,,j'.,'f",‘;’..“,\",:.'.',,,.'." Sl Lo At
“As the ‘scuffle ‘was going on, the Organization for the Betterment of Camp Conditions,
thade up of representatives of the numerous internee blocks, was holding a meeting. As
i00a a8 news of this incident was brought 10 the autention of the organization, the
Reverend Kai and Mr. Kuratomi, the heads of the organization, asked Mr. Koji Todorogi
and myseif, who were attending the mesting 10 g0 10 the scene and try to resiore calm and
"keep the situation under coatrol by bringing back the internees who had gathered at ihe
sesae of .‘,hchin.d.dm"g..!;).« o ..T ~"‘ %, :E.;..'f, e ey SRR ;

As Mr. Todorogi and | were heading toward the warchouse area, several Caucasian
‘'WRA personnel suddenly appeared out of the darkness and awtacked the twa of us, without
any provocation 90 our part, with pisiols, rifles, and bats, and finally ok us to the WRA
s SR S IR b R e

" As the two of us were being interrogated, Mr. Kybayashi, the warden, was hrought in by
another group of Caucasians. During his interrogatian Mr. Kobayashi was hit on the head
with such force that the blood gushed out and the baseball bat actually broke in two. | was
a4 witness (o this brutal auack and remember it very vividly, : = e

| was not able to do anything to 'help Mr. Kobayashi. There were more thaa ten
Caucasian WRA personnel there, but none of them even (ried to give him aid. Not only
that, the' Caucasian who' was respansible for this sdvage autack cven boasied of his act by
showing off the broken bat (o the other personncei and laughing. From about 9 that eveninyg
until daybreak, we. were forced to siand with our backs againy the uifice wall with vur
hands over our heads and we were continuously kicked and abused as we were ordered (o
coanfess to being the instigators of the disturbance. We denied these accusations but our
protestations of innocence were completely ignored by our lormentars. The beating cun-
tinued all night long and at daybreak the.three of us were turned over (o the Military
Police and we were thrown into the stockade for confinement. : : :

N A SAYAGE BEATING ; :
. [t was during this night of horror that | was so severely heaten about the fuce tha my
testh punctured my lower lip, resulting in permancn tacial distigurement. .

As if the camp authorities had been expecting this incident 10 happen. (he Military
Police detachment immediately entered the detainee compound with (anks, machine guns,
tear gas and started their repressive measures (o cow the detainees, and 10 overwhelm the
youth organization which was made up of unarmed and defenseless teenagers. The
repressive measures and the martial law instituted by the camp authoritics took the

llesd o8
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following forms: ' .



1) The MP tanks and jeeps constantly patrolied the area in a show of force Jesigned tu
harass and frightea the detainees. > AN A o k

-2) Unannounced and frequent inspections of the detainees’ barracks in search of allcged
contraband such as kitchen paring kaives, sewing scissors, carpenter's and gardener's tuals.
ools. j ; ; ; ;

3) Firing of tear gas at small groups of unarmed internecs assembling at bath houses and
bathrooms to get water for washing, or gathering at the coal pile 10 get coal or kindling far
heating, or gathering at the shower area waiting 10 bathe, or at the laundry arcs 10 do their
laundry. These repressive measures lasied two or three months and resulied in nightmarish
fear, particularly among the very young and the very old detainees.

THE BULLPEN

: It might be of interest to the Commission to learn that Tule Lake had a stockade where
internees were imprisoned for relatively minor offenses, and within the stockade area was

logned the “bull pen™ in which dctaineces were confinad for more serious offenses.

Prisoners in th* stockade lived in wooden buildings which, although flimsy, still offered
some prolection from the severe winters of Tule Lake. However, prisoners in the “bull

pea” were housed ouwoors in tents without heat and with no proiection agaiast the bitter
cold. The bunks were placed directly on the cold ground, and the prisoners had oaly one
or two blankets and no cxura clothing to ward off the winter chill, And, for the first time in
our lives, those of us confined 10 the “bull pen" czpericaced a life and desth struggle for
survival, the unbcarable pain from our unaucnded and infecied wounds, and the
penctrating December cold of Tule Lake, the godlorsaken conceatration camp lying ncar
the Oregon border, and [ shall never forget jhat hocrible gxperieace. ; -

Mr. Kobayashi, who had been 50 severcly beaicn, was never given any medical aid even
though he had suffered a brain concussion and his heud wound was open and infected. He
moaned and complained consiantly, but no aid was ever givea him. Once, at his request, |
placed my finger on his wound and was shocked. 1o _sec pus 0oze ow of his wound.

| was 100 involved with my own problems and after we. were finally scparated | lost
track of Mr, Kobayashi, but [ am ill concerned about him, and [ respectiully request the
Commission to make an cffont 10 locate him, if he is still alive, and 1o solicit his testimoay
about the food stcaling incident und his treatmeat by the Security Personnel during his
confinement 'in’ the “bull pen" and afterward, +-if. v .

,‘.. .',: ..l M R L L IREL e et e SUIClDE‘ asbtes b oy . : .

.~ The other person taken into custody with me as a.result of the warchouss incident was

-Mr. Koji Todorogi. | believe his father was a Buddhist priest who, as an intellectual, was

taken into custody by the FBI at the outbreak of the war snd scat 10 onc of the Justice

.Department camps. Mr. Todorogi was a-quict fellow of mmall stature, and mot the

pugnaciuus type 10 get involved in demonstirations and disturbances. The last | heard of
him .is 1hat he cammitted suicide 500n .after his retwrn 10 Jupun because he never got over
his horrible experiences. in the. American conceatration camps.. )

... At this time we were all 18 10 21 years of age, very young, idealistic and naive. What a
tragedy to have the internment cxperience make such a shumble of our livea! 3
- Asdhe days and months went by, our relatives and the.internees made repeated efforts o
have us relcased -from the “bull pea,” but their efforts were unrewarded and our pleas for
Justice and a fair trial went unhccded. My relatives even coatacted the American Civil

Libertics Union and the Spanish Consulate and implored them 10 investigate the conditioas
in"the stockade and the “bull pen,” and the lcgality of our imprisonmeat.

'The representatives of the ACLU and the Spanish Consulaie came (0 sce us in the “bull
pen.” heard wur story, but nothing was cver done by the WRA 10 hear our side of tae nory,
W improve our miscrable living conditions, or 10 release us. To this day | recall the mar-
veluus Lasic of the cigarcties given 1o us by the represeatatives of.the Spaaish Consulate. It
was really a greal kindness these people did for us., | ., | ‘ :

s e s BN CCIMMETEE fii e

Nut long afterward, members of the FBI and the Dies Committee came 10 see us. To this
day | remember the remarks one of the FBI ageats made o me. He said that he sympathized
with us, bul since the camp authorites had overreacied 10 the altempts of ihe camp youh
urganization o investigate the food stcaling incident, the U.S. Government had 10 “save
face,” and it would be unlikely thai we would he relcased from the “bull pen.” Aad we
were not released. | was 1old later by-a docior wha treated me that the whole thing had
developed into an international incident,s . - L g L ; :

+ Nevertheless, even after the visits of the ACLU, the Spanish Consular officials and the
.Dies Committes,. we were still.paive and trusting.cnough. in American Justice and fair play
10 hope that we might be unconditionally relcased any. day. But as the days and weeks
dragged 00 our hopes faded and we realized that we would be speading another Christmus
and New Year in the "bull pen,” and since we had no alternative, we decided 10 80 on 3
hunger strike until we were.releused or until we died. [t was our lust-desperate effort 1o be
releascd after abopt one year of ingarceration in-the “bull pea . . .. - . . g

* i+ 1 will not bogher, the Commission. with the.details of our hunger wrikes, except to say
that [ gventually passcd,qut aadywhsn-1 came (0 |.found myself in the camp hospital uuder
.the warm and solicitous care of a Jupanesc doctor and nurses. After the fourth day of
hospitalization | wus unconditionally relcased und returacd 10 the camp,

- R
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DURESS / RENUNCIATION

In February 1945, | was seat to the Santa Fe Internment Camp for enemy aliens. Then,
in Scptember of the same year, | and other members of the youth organization were handed
- a paper 10 sign. There were no cxplanations or instructions. We were simply told 1o sign
the paper. This was a document renoucing our U.S. citizenship. | signed it becausc by now |
had become convinced that the United Siates would not honor its obligation (0 grant me
the rights of a native-barn American cCitizen guarun teed 10 me by the U.S. Cungiitution and
the Bull of. Rights.. - o T A AN
- On November 30th, 1945 l was Lnnsporu:d to hpan wuh others like myself, leaving
from Portland, Orcgon on a ship carrying such personalitics as the former Jupaneac Am-
bassador o Germany, the Honorable Baron Oshima. And to date the thuught hingers on ia
my mind — werc. we pawns of war 10 be :xcn‘nuca fw American puwncrs"

; ‘ ‘.'.'.‘ 4 ‘, o “ ‘, '.‘.__.’ ..‘. UFE lN wa b oy T 2 . : : ’ :

The lives of many deportees 10 Japan were made cvcn hushcr by thc devastation of the

country and the posi-war conditions of the ravaged country where ood and housing were
at a premium and the black market flourished. The depouriees had lost all their pussessiuns
and had no moncy. The relatives they had hoped would help them were in an even greuler
economic crisis and were unable 1o give aid. Thus, the uncertainties of their immediaic
*livelihood as well as their future, the lack of work and the discuption of education for their
=children were contributing factors 10 many of their illnesses, mental depression and
- suicides. Within a few years of their arrival in Jupan the luck of proper medicul care, luck
of work and proper food, touk their (oll and mauny of them, young and uld, male «nd
female, succumbed 1o tuberculosis, and others lound lile intulerable 1n pusi-war Japen.
.Two of my sister’s dear friends died as. a.result ol such conditions, within u flew ycars ul
their cxpatriation from America. One died of tuberculoss at the age ol 22 and the uther
.commitled suicide at age 23

. Many of the highly cducated cxpatriate Nisei were hired by the Jupanese Guvernment

“for liaison work with the Military Gavernment offices established by the Occupation Fur-

.ces. However, thase Nisei were paid in depreciated yen and many of them slept aa the floar
in hallways and in clevators at their places of empluoyment, cooking their une meal &l night
on charcoal braziers, and subsisting on the barest pecessitics. No rooms o transpafiation

" were available 1o them and they cxisted in such abuminablc cunditions frum 1945 W abuul

T 1948, i ' ;

)

oo SECOND CLASS CITEZENS - .« .. . : . i
When these deporices were allowed 1o work for the American and British forces in
1950, they were hired as Japanese nationals and were paid the prevailing Japanese low
_wages, in depreciated yen, although their English and bilingual skills were highly sought.
For the American deporices the humiliation of being regarded as secund class citizens
_and being treated with contempt and disdain by -American forces personnel was hard o
- bear, but they ecndured because there was nothing clse they could do.

- All these hardships and tragedies were unnecessary, and .would not have happened had it
not been for the forced reinoval of these loyal Americans from their West Coast humes and
jobs, und had it not been for the crass disrcgard of their inalienablie rights by the U.S.
Government, and for the incarceration in concentraiion camps lusting alinost fuur years.

In my case, of the four years of incarceration in American concentralion camps, twu
.years were speat in the stockade and the “bull pen,” and in the camp for enemy alicns in
Santa Fe. What were the charges against me? What had | been guilty of? Nothing what-

. soever, except thal — although | was a native born American cilizen — | had Japanesc an-
" cestors!

Besides the facial disfigurement still visible, resulting fro.i the attack suftered at the
hands of the Caucasian camp security personnel, | los all of my personal belongings | left
in Fresao when | was sent 10 the Fresno Assembly Center, and all my school records, and
the records and awasds for my athlelic achicvemeats wnich | hed with mc in my room al

Tule Lake when [ was taken into custody by the MPs and confined in the “bull pen.” Thene
records and athlctic awards are very precious 1o me and [ would ask the Commission to try
‘10 locate them and have them returned 10 me.

LOSS OF EDUCATION-

" The loss of my. college educatioan, 1o which | greatly aspired, but of which | was depnved
by the forced evacuation and internment, is still keenly felt by me, pusrticularly since upoa
~'my return to Japan | had to devote my cfforts and cnergics 1o supporn and take care of my
ailing mother who had been a victim of the A-bomb, and | was unablc 10 complete my
‘ education at a Japancse university. This lack of a higher cducation has left me wilh & seasc

of inasdequacy and has greatly handicapped me in my business carcer. The sctback | sul-

fered because of the incarceration delayed my busincss carcer and wdvancement by as much

as | S years, actually much longer thaa that suffcred by those Nisci who had remained ia the
" concentration camps.

[ believe the Commission should recommend some form of reparation, and that amends
should be made far this NNagrant violation of humaa rights suffered by 50 muny Americans
of Japancse ancestry, and the injustice they had 10 endure as a result of Exccutive Ovder
9066. Many of the internees have never fully recovered financially and emotionally from
being forcibly evacuated and mcarccrued some forty ycars ago, and they should be com-

: pensau:d for their losses while they are still alive.

| thank the members of the Commission for the opportunity given me to state (he impact
«of EO 9066 upon my life, and the lives of others who have been close to me.

— Tokio Yamase
. )
1OKRIO YAMANE presented the fureguing ualement 10 the Cumahuon oa Wartime Relocation sad laterament of
Civilians ot 1y Mump held 10 San Frunciscu during 1981, Traasiaied by Viole: Kazue Yamaae d¢ Cruivluru,
—_— .
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