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WHO AND WHAT ARE THE NISEI?

NISEl: Second generation of Japanese in Amer-
ica, or, American citizens of Japanese ancestry.

A decade ago the term "Nisei'" was virtually un-
known in the American vocabulary. Today it is coming
into common usage and doubtless future editions of
dictionaries will carry the word and its definition.

Though specifically it means 'second generation”
Japanese Americans, the term is more commonly ap-
plied to all persons of Japanese ancestry in this country,
and it will probably be used to designate Americans of
Japanese descent of the third and fourth generations, or
so long as such a designation is needed. It is the hope
of the Nisei themselves, however, that in the future such
racial identification will become unnecessary and that
they will be called simply "Americans."

A cross section of the Nisei would reveal a repre-
sentative American group.

There would be a few who have achieved national
fame like Sono Osato, star of the ballet and the New
York musical, "On Your Toes," and Isamu Noguchi, sculp-
tor-designer. There would be a group of young scien-
tists and artists who have not yet achieved national rep-
utation for their work but have in their fields performed
creditably and often brilliantly. Among these would be
Dr. Henry Tsuchiya who, at the University of Minnesota,
has been directing experimental studies on sulfa drug
research and has carried on chemo-therapeutic studies in
work which must at the present time be regarded as
confidential; Dr. Eben Takamine, doing important war
work on a new process for the production of penicillin:
Dr. William T. Takahashi, 1944 Guggenheim fellow, work-
ing in virus reproduction at Rochester University: Aiko
Tashiro, pianist and teacher at Bennington College in
Vermont; Dr. Edward Hashimoto, associate professor at
the University of Utah; and Min Yamasaki, architect and
designer.

But the great majority of the Nisei, like the great
majority of Americans everywhere, are everyday people
working at everyday jobs. They are farmers, domestics,
small business men and workers. Some are professional
men, others work with their hands. They are dentists,
newspapermen, fieldhands and lawycis, and politically
they are Democrats and Republicans in approximately
the same ratio as the rest of the voting public.

Like all Americans, they lived normal, busy lives
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until Pearl Harbor broke suddenly and devastatingly
on December 7, 1941.

Because the Nisei were racially identified with the
enemy Japanese, they were subjected to a’test of pa-
triotism and loyalty never before demanded of
Americans.

Within a few months of the start of war, all per-
sons of Japanese ancestry were evacuated from the
coastal areas of California, Washington and Oregon and
parts of Arizona to relocation centers within the interior.
One hundred and twelve thousand people were thus
moved, and of these some seventy thousand were Nisei,
or American citizens. The rest were their alien parents,
most of whom had spent upwards of twenty years in these
United States.

The centers were huge, sprawling camps in desert
wastelands of the western and southern states. Barbed
wire fences enclosed the living and working areas, and
armed sentries patrolled by night and day.

Under a program of relocation the Nisei were
allowed to move from these camps to any part of the
United States save those areas from which they were
evacuated. Despite the difficulties of making this new
move, thirty thousand Nisei did manage by the end
of 1944 to relocate to midwestern and eastern states,
and large numbers of them went into farming and war
work.

Thousands more were called directly into the Army,
and blue service stars went up rapidly in the barrack
windows of the relocation centers.

But even within the centers the work for an Amer-
ican victory continued. War bond drives, Red Cross
work, the production of camouflage nets for the U. S.
Army and the making of plane models for Navy train-
ing courses were some of the direct war contributions
coming out of these desert camps. The Nisei were
proving that despite the barbed wire and the armed
sentries, they could and would prove their loyalty to
the country in which they were born.

On December 17, 1944, that loyalty was vindi-
cated. The Army on that day announced the reopening
of the West Coast and the end of the evacuation.

The Nisei had shown by loyal and courageous Army
service overseas and by honest, carnest efforts at home
fhat their ioyalty was wholly American.

This is the story and a recounting of that loyalty.




These Are The Faces

Of The Nisei

Teacher, draughtsman, soda jerk and scientist—
these are the faces of the Nisei.

They are of every walk of life, they are of every
religion. They are rich and poor, famous and un-
known. They are the children of immigrants, but
they are also the sons and daughters of Amer-
icans, and some of them are:

TEACHER MILDRED SASAKI, shown here working
at the Day Care Nursery and School, conducted by the
Board of Education in Cincinnati, Ohio. A specialist in
nursery and kindergarten work, Miss Sasaki's help is in-

valuable in caring for the, pre-school children of war
workers.

Photo by Iwasaki for WRA

NURSE HELEN MURAKAMI, general duty nurse
employed at the Lutheran Hospital, Omaha, Nebraska.
Twenty-five years of age, Miss Murakami is a graduate of
the University of Washington in Seattle and trained for
three years at the Providence Hospital in that city. She
also served for three years as a general duty nurse at the
Sutter Hospital, Sacramento, California.

Photo by Iwasaki for WRA
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STUDENT YANAKO WATANABE, major in arts
and sciences at the University of Buffalo, New York. She
is shown here studying at the Buffalo YWCA residence.

Photo by Iwasaki for WRA

SODA JERK VIRGINIA MATSUMOTO, daughter
of a World War | veteran, goes on duty at the Gumbo

Inn, Chesterfield, Missouri.
Photo by lIwasaki for WRA

ARTIST TOM INADA, animator in the New York
City studios of a mtovie cartoon producer.

Photo by Parker for WRA

MECHANIC SHO TAKAHASHI, former student of
mechanical engineering at the University of California
at Los Angeles, maintaining machinery in a Chicago

greenhouse.
Photo by Parker for WRA

SCIENTIST DR. WILLIAM TAKAHASHI, Guggen-
heim fellow, 1944, working in a laboratory at the Univer-
sity of Rochester, Rochester, N. Y.

ENGINEER EUGENE E. KOMO, graduate of the
University of California, checking machinery used to
mark gun ammunition at the Superior Type Company,

Chicago.

Photo by Parker for WRA




" You.are always thinking of your country before your-
selves:’ You have never complained through your long pe-
riods'in ‘the line.  You have written a brilliant chapter in

“the history of the fighting'men’of America. * You are al-
ways ready to close with the enemy, and you have always
defeated him. . The 34th Division is proud of you, the Fifth
‘Army is proud of you, and the whole United States is proud
of you, i :

~—Lieut.-Gen, Mark Clark in a message to his Japanese American soldiers.

Photo by U. S. Army Signal Corps
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JAPANESE AMERICANS IN KHAKI

All ALONG THE WESTERN FRONT men talked of
the "Lost Battalion."

For five days 270 infantrymen of the 141st Regiment
of the 36th Division had been trapped behind German
lines near Bruyeres. They had no food, medical sup-
plies or means of communication. Their water supply
was a swampy mudhole, and when death came to the
severely wounded, prayers were spoken over their bodies
in whispers so that the enemy would not hear.

The whole surrounding countryside had been thor-
oughly mined, and the Germans held strong roadblocks
all around.

On the sixth day American planes were able to drop
food and supplies, but after dive-bombing, they flew
off again into the sullen French skies. :

It was the eighth day of isolation when one of their
lookouts sighted a soldier .in American uniform mak-
ing his cautious way foward their slip trenches. - The
uniform was worn by a Japanese American, Pfc. Mutt
Sakumoto.

The "Lost Battalion" had been saved, and the first
men to reach it were members of the 442nd Regimental
Combat Team, an all-Japanese American unit. For this
action twenty-nine Nisei soldiers were decorated, and
posthumous decorations were awarded eight others who
died in effecting the rescue.

The story of Japanese American men in uniform
has been a story of dramatic bravery. Eighteen thou-
sand of them, proud of the uniforms they wear, are to-
day proving to the world that they will live and fight—
and if necessary, die—for the country of their birth.

They come from city and village, farm and factory,
and thousands came from the relocation centers to which
they were evacuated. Almost one thousand designate
as their home the relocation center at Poston, Arizona,
and the huge service billboard at the Minidoka center
in Idaho has recently acquired two new wings fo ac-
commodate all the new names as their owners marched
off to U. S. army camps.

The Purple Heart Battalion

The first all-Japanese American unit was the 100th
Infantry Battalion, composed of Japanese American
servicemen from the Hawaiian Islands. Former mem-
bers of the territorial guard, they were sent in 1942 to
Camp McCoy, Wisconsin, for training, and then to
Camp Shelby, Mississippi. g

They trained like demons, these men of the 100th.
They had lost friends and relatives in the attack on
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Pearl Harbor that fateful 7th of December, 1941. They
had participated in the defense of their homeland that
day, and some of them had died in that defense. One
of their comrades, Private Torao Migita, had been one
of the first American soldiers to fall at Schofield Bar-
racks when the Japanese planes flew overhead. The first
Japanese officer taken prisoner that day was captured by
two of their men, and the first Japanese submarine was
taken by a patrol of Japanese American soldiers led by
Pfc. Thomas Higa.

So these Japanese Americans of the 100th Battalion
went info action aching for revenge. Had they had
their way, they would have faced the Japanese enemy,
but the Army decreed otherwise.

They went into action in Italy on September 2,
1943, and within months their exploits became legends
that spread through the American troops abroad, that
were repeated on the continent and were caught up
hungrily by the people at home in the Hawaiian Islands.

They landed at Salerno and then inch by inch they
fought their way up the ltalian boot. It was bloody
fighting all the way. There were days of fast moving
when objectives came into sight and defenses crumbled
before them. But there were more days when the going
was slow, tough and hard.

They crossed the Volturno—three times in all. Twice
they fought their way over, twice they were beaten back.
But the third time they stayed. They launched the first
infantry attack against Cassino, spearheading the Amer-
ican move against this city. They participated in battles
at Benevent, and Santa Maria Oliveto, and they cap-
tured San Michele.

By the end of 1943, 96 of them had been killed, 221
wounded. The casualties marked a one-third loss in this
unit of 1000 fighting men.

By July, 1944, they were well up the ltalian boot.
On July 19, led by Lieutenant General Mark W. Clark,
they led the way into Livorno, and on the 27th of that
month Gen. Clark bestowed upon them a distinguished
unit citation. It was at this time that Gen. Clark said
to the members of the 100th: "Your record in battle has
been marked by one outstanding achievement after an-
other. You are always thinking of your country before
yourselves. You have never complained through your long
periods in the line. You have written a brilliant chapter
in the history of America's fighting men.”

The unit had been awarded 900 Purple Hearts, four
Distinguished Service Crosses, 36 Silver Stars and 21
Bronze Stars within its first six months in the line. lts
record had been written in blood, and the 100th Infantry
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The Minidoka Relocation Center proudly presents
its Military Honor Roll. Standing is Masako Fuijii,
Wac volunteer from Minidoka.

Battalion was thereafter known as "The Purple Heart
Battalion." 3

Within the months following, the men of this single
battalion added new honors to their star-studded record
of battle. By March, 1945, this record included 1547
Purple Hearts, 21 Distinguished Service Crosses, seven
Soldier's Medals, six Legions of Merit, 73 Silver Stars,
96 Bronze Stars, 16 Division Citations, two awards from
the ltalian government and the War Department Distin-
guished Unit Citation.

The infantrymen of the 100th had come a long
way from the sandy beaches of Hawaii and the West
Coast.

"Go For Broke"

If, early in 1943, there were still some doubt as to
the loyalty of the Japanese American soldier, it was not
shared by the War Department. In January it an-
nounced the recruiting of Japanese American volunteers
for a new unit, the 442nd Combat Team.

The announcement brought a clearcut indication of
the sympathies of young Nisei. In Hawaii local draft

SERVING IN U.S. ARMY
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boards were swamped by 10,000 eager volunteers. ''This
is the chance I've been waiting for," said Christian
Nakama as he volunteered. ""As Americans we're en-
titled to get a crack at Tojo, Hitler and Mussolini."

Fifteen hundred young men from the relocation cen-
ters signed up with recruiting teams. Four brothers—
Chet, Howard, Kenny and Ted Sakura volunteered at the
Minidoka relocation center, and to their mother, Mrs.
Misa Sakura, Secretary of War Henry Stimson wrote:
"I am sure that you are proud of your sons who have
willingly taken their places in the defense of their
country."

The 442nd went into training in the lush pine
growths of Mississippi and the swampy grounds of
Louisiana. Volunteers all, they were imbued by a fight-
ing faith and fervor that spurred them on, even during
their early training days. They adopted as their slo-
gan, "Go For Broke." They had put all their eggs in one
basket.

They went overseas in June, 1944, and at this time the
100th Infantry Battalion was officially made a part of the
442nd. Their first action was with the Fifth Army in its
drive on Livorno. They went into battle with vigor, and
in four days they charged fifty miles.

From the first they were subjected to the most in-
tense front-line fighting in the ltalian theater. In the



THERE ARE
AMONG AMERICA'S
FICHTING MEN

first 29 days of fighting they lost 120 of their men. They
were attached then to the 34th Division, which had a
record of more days in the line than any other American
unit.

On October 15 they went on into the Seventh Army
front in France, where they led the rescue of the "Lost
Battalion,'" and they were on the way to Germany.

And when Lieut. Col. Virgil R. Miller, executive of-
ficer of the 442nd was questioned regarding the unit,
he said:

"What do you think of the Japanese Americans
as fighters—that's what you want to know, is it? All
right, then, you can quote me as follows: they're the
best outfit in the United States Army." He paused,
then he said: "You can go so far as to say that
they're the best damn outfit in the United States
Army!"

In the Pacific

Little news has come out of the Pacific area regard-
ing Japanese American troops in that theater of war.
But theirs is a striking and dramatic story. Several thou-
sand of them are today proving that the Japanese Amer-
ican is as eager to fight the Japanese enemy as the
German.

JAPANESE AMERICANS IN SERVICE: Top
row, left to right: PFC. TAKESHI YATABE,
wounded in action; MAJOR WALTER TSU-
KAMOTO; 2nd LIEUT. KEI TANAHASHI,

killed in action.

Lower, left to right: PFC. HACHIRO MUKALI,
killed in action; PFC. PRISCILLA YASUDA;
2nd LIEUT. MOE YONEMURA.

They have been at Bataan, in the Marshalls, Tarawa,
New Georgia, Guadalcanal, Bougainville, Leyte and all
those island points where American fighting men have
struggled with the relentless Japanese enemy. In Burma,
Sgt. Kenny Yasui, known as the ''Baby Sergeant York,"
captured thirteen enemy Japanese on the Irrawaddy
River. On Leyte Sgt. Frank Hachiya, on a special and
dangerous mission, was shot by a Japanese sniper. He
was barely able to return to headquarters, but he ac-
complished his mission and then died of his injuries.

$/Sgt. Shigeo lto was awarded the Bronze Star Medal
and Ribbon in a ceremony on Leyte in the Philippines "for
meritorious service in connection with military opera-
tions against the enemy.”" Sgt. Ito fought in the Attu
and Kiska campaigns in Alaska in 1943, served in Hawaii
with the 28th Division, and then went on to join the 77th
Infantry Division in the Philippines.

Many Nisei Americans served with Merrill's Ma-
rauders in that outfit's savage attacks upon the enemy.
But all of the island outposts have known these Japanese
American soldiers. A number of them have been deco-
rated for bravery, some of them have died in action.
And of them the radio commentator, H. V. Kaltenborn,
has said: "American-born Japanese are doing one of
the greatest services for our Pacific armies."

There was Sgt. Henry Gosho, called "Horizontal
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JAPANESE AMERICANS IN ACTION on the Western Front. UPPER LEFT: A team of Nisei Gls throwing 105 mm shells

at Germans in support of an infantry attack. LOWER LEFT: A unit moving out of its old command post, which is holding
¥ section of the front lines. ABOVE: Members of the 442nd moving up toward the front lines in France. LOWER: A Japa-
nese American machine gunner keeps himself ready for the enemy.
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UPPER LEFT: Infantrymen of the 442nd attend church services outside their billet in France. LOWER LEFT: A camouflaged
dugout provides a place to rest. UPPER: Col. Lee D. Cady congratulates Lieut. Howard Y. Miyake upon receiving the Silver
Star during retreat ceremonies at the Peninsular Base Section Medical Center, Naples. LOWER: Sgt, Ben Kuroki is

swamped by autograph seekers at the Heart Mountain relocation center.



Hank" by his comrades in Merrill's Marauders, because
"he's been pinned down so often by Jap machine-gun
fire."

"One of our platoons owes their lives to Sgt. Henry
G." a fellow soldier once wrote. '"Hank guided the
machine-gun fire on our side which killed every Jap on
that side. The boys who fought alongside of Hank agree
that they have never seen a more calm, cool and collected
man under fire. He was always so eager to be where
he could be of the most use and effectiveness and that
was always the hot spot."

Hank, who killed his share of the Japanese enemy,
always brushed aside talk on that score. "Honorable
ancestors much regret meeting Merrill's Marauders," he
would say. o

In December, 1943, a Nebraska farm boy came home
from the wars. He was Sgt. Ben Kuroki, top turret gunner,
who participated in 25 heavy bombing missions over
Europe, North Africa and the Middle East, and then
begged for more. He was granted another five missions
with his Liberator crew, and then came home.

Ben Kuroki volunteered for Army service on the
day after Pearl Harbor. Suspicion held up his enlistment
until January 5 of the following year, but immediately
following his enlistment he begged for duty in the Pa-
cific area. He had a tough time getting onto a crew
and into active duty. During his training period he was
called "Keep 'em Peeling," because he peeled so many
potatoes waiting for an assignment.

JAPANESE AMERICAN WAC Chito Isonaga, native of
Koloa, Kauai, eats her New Year's dinner with 57 com-
rades who enlisted in the Women's Army Corps in the
Photo by U. S. Army Signal Corps

Territory of Hawaii.

He went finally to Europe, though he said, "l didn't
join the Army with the intention of fighting in Europe.
| joined to avenge Pearl Harbor."

This spring it was reported that Sgt. Kuroki had
finally achieved his ultimate wish. He was reported in
the Pacific theatre, and he wrote home to a friend, "l
must concentrate on dropping some 'roses' on Tokyo
Rose."

On February 21, 1945, a large audience at the
Poston relocation center watched quietly as Brigadier
General J. H. Wilson pinned the Distinguished Service
Cross upon Mrs. Matsu Madokoro.

The award was a posthumous award to her only
son, Pfc. Harry Madokoro, who was killed on the Italian
front. .

During the final assault on an enemy-held field near
Molina A Ventoabbao, ltaly, Pfc. Madokoro advanced
ahead of his squad to a strategic position from which he
could deliver effective automatic rifle fire. He dispersed
a nest of snipers, neutralized another enemy nest and
enabled his platoon to take a stragetic hill. At Luciana,
Madokoro occupied an advance position and proceeded
to fire on the enemy entrenched on the outskirts of the
town. With heavy fire directed at him, he held his posi-
tion and provided covering fire when his squad was forced
to withdraw. The following day, when his squad became
separated from the remainder of the company within
the town, he provided flank protection against enemy
attacks. The enemy entered a nearby draw and threw
hand grenades at him, but Madokoro crawled toward
the draw, tossed a hand grenade into the enemy position
and neutralized it.

He died in the line of duty on August 25, 1944. His
citation noted that his Distinguished Service Cross was
awarded "for extraordinary heroism in action” on two

separate occasions.
* * *

War Department notifications of death or wounds
received in action have gone to hundreds of Japanese
American families throughout the nation.

Many families have sent two, three and more sons
into the service of their country. Mrs. Haruye Masaoka,
mother of six sons, has seen five of them replace civilian
clothing for the khaki of the U. S. Army. By the end of
1944 one, Pvt. Ben Masaoka, was missing in action, and
two more, Sgt. lke and Pfc. Tad, were severely wounded
in action. One other, Cpl. Mike Masaoka, still remained
overseas.

They are good fighting men, these Japanese Amer-

| icans.

And on January 21, 1944, the War Department an-
nounced that Selective Service procedures for the Nisei,
temporarily suspended after the start of the war, would
be resumed. Further, it announced in December, 1944,

{ "/ that aliens of Japanese ancestry would also be eligible for

| military service.

Both of these rights had taken proof of loyalty and

| ability, and Japanese Americans in combat had provided
that proof.
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UPPER LEFT: Hugo Kazato, left, and George Kudo load
2,000 lb. bombs at the Tooele Ordnance Depot. LOWER
LEFT: Japanese Americans store howitzer shells in igloo
at Tooele; left to right: Ed Nakano, Jack Chikami, Tony
Kishi. UPPER RIGHT: The "spirit of Tooele" is typified
by Captain Harley Kinney and Dickie Murakami, 4, whose
father is a war worker at Tooele.

i

LIKE THE WAR RELOCATION centers of the west
the Tooele Ordnance Depot at Tooele, Utah, rose: over-
night from scrubland and waste. Within a few weeks the
twenty-seven thousand acres comprising the project be-
came one of the great munitions centers of the nation.
Here in the warehouses, shops, office and administration
buildings, in the rounded igloos and on the fields, men and
women are working to keep ammunition on the move to
the fighting fronts. They load ammunition, they main-
tain combat equipment in top form, and they reclaim
artillery cases. Tooele, Utah, is a war city dedicated to
the defense of the nation, and among its hundreds of
residents and workers are many persons of Japanese
ancestry.

Close to one hundred Nisei are already employed
here as mechanics, munitions handlers, loaders, clerks,
stenographers, and typists. Most of them live with their
families on the project, and they are a part of the
city's life, as well as part of the working personnel.

First Japanese American on the project was Tom
Okamura, medically discharged veteran of World War

II. Since he registered, ten more Japanese American war
veterans have taken their place on the Tooele production
line, taking on the clothes of the war worker for the
khaki of the American soldier.

The Tooele Nisei are not only proud of their work
for defense, they are proud too of the sons and brothers
they have sent to the U. S. Army and for whom they are
ioading the munitions of war.

Photos by U. S. Signal Corps
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Japanese Americans at the Sioux Ordnance Depot, Sid-
ney, Nebraska, unload "prop" charges from box car.

PRODUCTION

Charles Nishikawa of Tooele produces for three
brothers in Army uniform—for Pvt. Harry Nishikawa of
Fort Snelling, Minn.; for Pfc. Masato Nishikawa, who was
twice injured overseas; and for Pvt. Shigeo Nishikawa.
Another Tooele resident is four-month-old Sandra Gail
Okusu, whose father is a Tooele war worker. Sandra
Gail's stake in World War Il is a big one; seven uncles in
the U. S. Army. They are T/3 Cosma Sakamoto, over-
seas in the Philippines; Sgt. Masa Sakamoto, with the
442nd in France; Cpl. Walter Sakamoto, with the 442nd
in France, wounded in action; Pvt. Calvin Sakamoto, Fort
Snelling, Minn.; Pvt. Ben Okusu, Fort Sill, Oklahoma; Sat.
Masaharu Hata, with the 442nd in France; and Pvt. James
Fujioka, Presido, San Francisco.

With such Army-record families, it is no wonder that
the Tooele Nisei have run up amazing production rec-
ords at this munitions depot, that their officers have
pointed with pride to the cooperation, spirit and laud-
able good will of these Japanese Americans.

The Sioux Ordnance Depot near Sidney, Nebraska,
too, has a large number of Japanese Americans working
for victory. Some eighty Nisei are employed here, add-

<~
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Proud and happy residents of the Sioux Ordnance Depot
project are Japanese Americans Mrs. Taft Beppu and her

two-year-old daughter, Penny.

FOR VICTORY

ing their manpower to the greatest war effort in the
history of the world. Thus at home and abroad, these
young Americans work and fight and produce for the
inevitable Allied victory.

BUT NISEI AMERICANS ARE NOT ONLY IN ORD-
NANCE WORK, for their contributions to the war ef
fort are many and varied. In small industries and large,
in city and country, they are producing directly for the
war effort. ;

The green Hawaiian Islands, Paradise of the Pacific,
were, after the treacherous Pearl Harbor attack, weak and
defenseless. Great hulking ships lay useless in the har-
bor. Hickam Field was torn by bombs and shells. The
harbor was laid waste. Twelve men in a rowboat, it was
said, could take the islands at any time.

But today the Hawaiian Islands have emerged as one
of the strongest military posts in the world. The islands
have been re-strengthened, rebuilt, refortified.

Ninety per cent of the carpenters, as well as most
of the mechanics repairing construction equipment and
a large proportion of equipment operators, plumbers,
electricians and other workers were of Japanese ancestry,



Production For Victory

according to Reming’ron Stone, civilian assistant to the
army depot engineer for the central Pacuﬁc area.

"This preparation would have been virtually impos-
sible without the aid of the many thousands of crafts-
men and other workers of Japanese ancestry,” he said.

Camouflage Nets
THE MAJOR WAR PRODUCTION CONTRIBU-

TION of the war relocation centers has been the weav-
ing of camouflage nets for the U. S. Army. The develop-
ment of aviation reconnaissance and the accuracy of
aerial bombardment in present day military operations
has made imperative the masking of troop positions from
enemy observation.

The idea that nets for this use could be produced
by the Japanese Americans apparently originated at
the Santa Anita reception center, one of the centers op-
erated by the Army to which the evacuees were sent
prior to going to the war relocation centers farther in-
land.

Certain loyal citizens at Santa Anita, anxious to
translate idle hours into positive production for victory,
proposed the camouflage net program to the Wartime
Civilian Control Authority, the Army authority under
which the camp was run.

The offer was accepted, and operations began
under the Santa Anita racetrack grandstand, which gave
the height necessary for the suspension of the nets while
work was in progress.

From five hundred to twelve thousand evacuees
have been employed on this project during its existence.
Army engineers were sufficiently impressed by the per-
formance at Santa Anita to proceed with the con-
struction of net garnishing plants at the Manzanar, Gila
River and Poston, Arizona, relocation centers.

Each project included five garnishing sheds with 10
rigs in each, a cutting shed with 20 motor-driven reels,
a warehouse, office space and other necessary space.
Each rig could accommodate from eight to sixteen work-
ers, depending on the size of the net being garnished.

Three blends of nets were produced—winter, summer
and desert. Different shades of burlap were used for
each at ratios established by Army specifications. Nets

.

JAPANESE AMERICAN WOMEN WORK FOR DE-
MOCRACY: (Cover photo) Ruth Nishi, 21, operating a
turret lathe making parts for gas valves in a Chicago
manufacturing plant.

Photo by Parker for WRA

BELOW: War Worker Jeri Tanaka, employee in the
Modern Lighting and Manufacturing Company in Des
Moines, lowa, a company now working on war contracts.

Photo by Iwasaki for WRA




of different sizes were in production at different times,
with sizes ranging from nets of 144 square feet to 2160
square feet.

Completed nets were spread in the yard and in-
spected by the U. S. Engineering personnel for work-
manship and adherance to specifications. When accept-
_ ed, they were reefed into company sizes and transported
to the warehouse, compressed into bales, wrapped in
watertight paper, strapped with steel bands, stenciled and
shipped.

As this was a war contract and items produced are
vital to the security of the armed forces, figures on pro-
duction and information regarding disposition are secret.
But it has been recognized that this production of cam-
ouflage nets was of vital importance as a wartime proj-
ect. The net workers, all Japanese Americans confined
to barbed-wire enclosed centers, set high records for
rate of production. This was a war job that could be
done within the camps, and it was done with a will.

Defense Projects

Late in 1943 the R. J. Ederer Company plant in
Chicago was awarded the Army-Navy "E" for excel-
lence in production for the armed forces. A plant
engaged 100 per cent in war work, it manufactured cam-
ouflage nets, commercial fish nets, air cargo nets and
sports nets for the armed forces. At that time 33 Japa-
nese-Americans, most of them women, were proud of
their firm's record, participating as loyal employees in
the company's war award.

Thus in Chicago, in Detroit, in Buffalo and else-

where, such Japanese Americans are contributing their
share to the nation's war effort.

The Electronic Mechanics Corporation of Clifton,
New Jersey, has been engaged in secret work for the
Navy, and numbers among its workers seven Japanese
Americans. Ringe Shima, once of Stoakton, California,
is an engineer in charge of production at one of the
company's plants. At the Rutherford, New Jersey, plant,
another Nisei, Toshi Hirata, is in charge of research on
spark plugs. Another Nisei, Al Funabashi, also at this
plant, is president of his local union.

There are many names of Nisei Americans that
might be cited for individual contributions to the civilian
war effort. There is Min Yamasaki, architect and de-
signer who planned the information room for Time
P};/liagazine at the Time and Life Building at Rockefeller

aza.

Yamasaki helped design and construct army bases in
Newfoundland just before the Pearl Harbor attack. After
a year on the Newfoundland job, he aided in con-
structing and designing the site of the Sampson Naval
Training base at Geneva, New York. He was one of the
first persons there when the site was opened, and one of
the last to leave when the job was finished. Nor is his
war work finished. He has planned model housing proj-
ects for war workers and he is at present drawing plans
for airplane test cells.

There was the father-and-son team, Shiro Ebihara
and his son Hank, both aliens, both working in Cleveland
at Johnston and Jennings Co. Ebihara worked on tank,
truck and plane parts, while Hank was engaged mainly
in boring gun parts.

Kenneth Sugioka, Nisei, at work on a precision lathe in
the defense plant of the Hathaway Instrument Company
in Denver, Colorado.

Photo by Parker for WRA

Thomas Oki, Japanese American war worker, shown op-
erating a flame sprayer applying molten metal on a pis-
ton head for a P-47 Thunderbolt Fighter at the Neo Mold
Company, Cleveland.

Photo by Iwasaki for WRA
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Two years ago a letter directed to President Roose-
velt and Secretary of War Stimson was given wide pub-
licity. It came from Hank Ebihara, and it declared in part:

"l know you are a very busy man and | hate to
bother you like this when you are so busy in more
important matters . . . | was very happy when Sec-
retary of War Henry Stimson announced that Nisei
Americans would be given a chance to volunteer for
active combat duty. But at the same time | was
sad—sad because under your present laws | am an
enemy alien. | am a 22-year-old boy, American in
thought, American in act, as American as any other
citizen. My parents brought me to America when

- | was only two years old. Since coming to America
as an infant my whole life was spent in New Mexico.

"At Pearl Harbor my pal, Curly Moppins, was
killed outright without a chance to fight back when
the Japanese planes swooped down in a treacher-
ous attack. And Dickie Harrell and other boys from
my home town came back maimed for life. Then
more of my classmates volunteered—Bud Henderson,
Bob and Jack Aldridge, etc. They were last heard of
as missing in the Philippines. It tears my heart out
to think that | could not avenge their deaths.

"The laws of this country bar me from citizen-
ship—because | am an Oriental—because my skin is
yellow. This is not a good law and bad laws could
be changed.

"But this is not what | want to bring up at this
time. As you well know, this is a people's war. The
fate of the free people all over the world hangs in the
balance. | onlyask that | be given a chance to fight
to preserve the principles that | have been brought
up on and which | will not sacrifice at any cost. Please
give me a chance to serve in your armed forces."

Nothing came of his letter at that time, and be-
cause Henry Ebihara, 22, could not serve in the Army, he
applied immediately for defense work, and he and his
father became a father-and-son for defense duo.

Then on November 25, 1944, the War Department
announced that aliens of Japanese ancestry might vol-
unteer for military service. Henry Ebihara was the first
to volunteer under this new ruling. He was accepted, and
in February, 1945, he was inducted into the U. S. Army,
Pvt. Henry Ebihara.

IN DETROIT, MICHIGAN, the wheels of industry
are spinning fast, turning out the tanks and guns of war
as fast as man and mind can work. The plants that yes-
terday sent sleek, shiny new cars down the assembly
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lines are today turning out sleek and deadly ammunition,
ammunition that will one day find the enemy in the
Pacific outposts and in Hitler's Germany.

Detroit is a city geared to the war program. Here
almost all employment is considered, essential or semi-
essential. The huge steel mills and the tremendous auto-
mobile plants are today converted to war production.

And here hundreds of Japanese Americans have
found their place in the war effort. By January I,
1945, approximately 2300 Japanese Americans had set-
tled in the teeming Detroit district, which includes all of
Michigan's lower peninsula and Northern Ohio.

Of these 2300 approximately 80 per cent went di-
rectly into war work. They found jobs in the-huge steel
mills like the Copko, the McLouth, and the Ryerson plants:
they went to the Chrysler, Cadillac and Ford industries
and other war-production plants like the Guardian Glass
Co., U. S. Rubber and Garwood Industries. And they
found war jobs to be done at many of the smaller plants.

They were welders, they were mechanics, they were
electricians. They worked over draughting boards, and
they worked on assembly lines. They riveted, they re-
paired, they designed.

They were part of America's war effort. In New
Jersey there was Jack Sumida, electrical engineer, work-
ing in electronics research: there was Kenneth Funabak-
oshi, machinist in an electrical plant. There was Kiyoshi
Nishikawa, chemist in plastics: there was James Akiyama,
junior electrical engineer. There was Ichiro Watanabe,
designing vital parts, and there was Frank Terasaki,
Minoru Kanagaki, Robert Okada—war workers all.

There was Barney Sato in Denver, working at the
huge moulds of a vast plant which turns out products for
railroads.

There were John Fujita and Milton Kanatani in
Kansas City, industrial designing draftsmen. There was
Bill Saito, radio engineer in radar work. There was Don
Kozeni, metallurgist, and Harry Yanaga, mechanic.

There were men and women in the aircraft industry,
designers and draughtsmen and mechanics. There was
Riyo Sato, petite Japanese American artist who turned
her talents to war work in a New York plane plant follow-
ing Pearl Harbor.

In Hammond, Indiana, there were a large number of
Japanese Americans at the Metals Refining Company
plant. The plant produces copper, iron and lead pow-
ders, copper and lead oxides, lead and type metals—all
items used directly in the production of the implements
of war. Despite severe labor shortages, this company
has won the coveted Army-Navy "E" for excellence in
war production, as well as an additional star to mark con-
tinued excellence. A great deal of credit for this rec-
ord was given to the hard-working Nisei employed at
the plant. Most of the Nisei were formerly farmers, stu-
dents and businessmen. They had had no direct contact
with industrial work, but they were anxious to do their
part.

Their names are Japanese, but they are Americans
all.
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The war years demanded of fhe na'hon fhai
ers plant more seed. that its fields produce }arg
that its fruit and grain feed.a greater part” o{ ithe Worl :
populahon than at any time in its history. This ‘\;!1 o0 - M
did, and /in its ‘work was aided by +ens of +housands of '\Q’\
young Japanese Americans., i e Wiy

THE FAR\M'S HARVEST: A MAJOR REQUISITE OF A NATION AT WAR




FOOD FOR FREEDOM

EARLY IN 1942 a small caravan of cars and farm
trucks made its slow way from California, across the
bleak deserts of Nevada on into Utah. The passengers

were all Japanese Americans, men and women and chil-
dren.

They stopped, finally, at Keetley, Utah, and imme-
diately they erected a huge billecard on the highway.
"Food For Freedom," it said.

The ground behind the billboard stretched out
rocky, hard with frost and covered with sagebrush.
Drifts of snow lay against the buildings, and the white
tops of the surrounding mountain ranges sent down sharp
blasts of winter wind.

But within a few weeks the sagebrush coat was gone,
the boulders in the ground had been taken out, and the
soil was turned and ready for planting. A handful of
Japanese Americans led by Fred Wada had turned 3000
acres of unwanted land into acreage ready to produce
for victory. New seed went into the ground early that
year, seed to produce lettuce, cabbage, peas and
meadow hay. The men worked 16 hours a day and
more. Keetley, Utah, 6300 feet above sea level, has a
short planting season, and the settlers felt the urgency of
planting and harvesting before another winter covered
the ground with snow.

Keetley, Utah, did produce food for freedom that
year as it has produced in the seasons since 1942. What
was done there is typical of what Japanese American
farmers have done ever since the start of war to help the
nation's food supply.

Literally thousands of young men and women have
labored in fields throughout the midwest and the east,
some on their own fields and others as farm workers.

The first major call to farm work for masses of
Japanese Americans came in 1942, when they were
called into the staple cotton fields of the southwest.
Huge acreages of this vital war material were in desper-
ate need of picking, and Japanese Americans came out
from neighboring evacuee camps to help in this critical
situation. From that time on they were called on again
and again to provide manpower for the agricultural
industry.

In 1942 the huge sugar beet industry, sorely tried
by an acute labor shortage, asked for volunteer evacuee
help. Eight thousand answered, one thousand coming
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from the Heart Mountain Relocation Center alone. The
response from the Minidoka center in Idaho was so tre-
mendous that the center felt an acute labor shortage of
its own and women were drafted to carry on with heavy
duties around the camp. f

But during the first season in sugar beet work the
8,000 volunteers harvested 915,000 tons of beets, enough
to produce 265 million pounds of sugar. In September,
1942, Selvoy J. Boyer, chairman of the Utah State Labor
Committee reported that evacuee labor had saved much
of the vital beet crop in Utah and Idaho, major sugar-
beet states. Had it not been for this help, said Boyer,
a large part of the crop in both states would have had
to be plowed under. This sentiment was echoed by the
Twin Falls, ldaho, Chamber of Commerce, which noted
on April 2, 1943, that "a great amount of crops would
have gone unharvested in this area last fall if it had not
been for the Japanese evacuee labor. You can be
assured therefore that the public is grateful.”” And the
Preston, Idaho, Chamber of Commerce reported: "It
has been conceded by our people that had it not been
for . . . the Japanese American boys, the beet harvest in
Franklin County could not have been accomplished.”

Throughout 1943 and 1944 the relocation centers
continued to send out large numbers of workers as the
country's farm labor situation became increasingly acute.
In 1944 the relocation center at McGehee, Arkansas,
provided 532 workers. Topaz, the central Utah camp,
sent out 1032 workers during the same year. Seven hun-
dred and seven of these placements were made for the
War Food Administration and three hundred and twenty-
five for the War Manpower Commission for canning and
poultry work.

In industries allied to food production, too, the
evacuees have been doing work of importance. Hun-
dreds have been employed in canning and processing
plants from Utah to the_eastern coast. The major num-
ber of workers at a packing plant in Utah, which proc-
esses poultry for the U. S. armed forces, was said to be of
Japanese ancestry in press reports in February, 1945.
Large numbers of Nisei have been working at the Sea-
brook Farms in New Jersey, a community devoted to
processing food for army troops. In other cities and

ABOVE RIGHT: George Shintaku, 26, helps manage a
poultry farm at Arlington Heights, lllinois. LOWER
RIGHT: Yasaburo Akinagawa wears a miner's lamp as he
inspects mushrooms at the lllinois Mushroom Company,
Naperville, lllinois.
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towns where the farm's harvest is preserved for future
use, Japanese Americans have been doing their share, and
in Spanish Fork, Utah, when the California Packing Cor-
poration received its 1943 Army- Navy "E" award, thirty
Japanese American workers shared in the honor.

A dozen aliens of Japanese ancestry have been
aiding in the war effort of the N. S. Koos & Son Co. of
Kenosha, Wisconsin. Edward Koos, president of this firm
which supplies agricultural needs declared of his Japanese
American workers: "Their being here makes it possible
for us not only to supply the fertilizer needs of Mid-
western farmers but to accept orders from the U. S.
Army as well."

Japanese American Farmers

Prior to the war thousands of Japanese American
farmers in California, Washington and Oregon had
tilled the soil. They harvested crops in green Washing-
ton's farm country, they gave tender care to fruit or-
chards in central California, and they struggled with the
wind and sun and desert in California's barren Imperial
Valley, and they made that desert bloom.
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ABOVE: George Shoji, Japanese American, produces
food for victory on a 120-acre farm near Elkhorn, Wis-
consin.

They were farmers and they loved the soil. And
when the war started, they wanted to keep on pro-
ducing. Today there are Nisei farmers in the sunny
fields of the midwest, in the truck garden farms of New
Jersey and the broad ranches of Idaho. There are the
Jack ltos and the Tom Miyoshis and the Jim Sagamis in
Mazomanie, Wisconsin; .the Kishidas in south central
Utah, who produced 80 acres of vital sugar beets; the
Takagis who planted near Omaha, Nebraska; and the
Furutas of Milford Center, Ohio. They are one with all
farmers in America in producing food for freedom.

The Nakadas of Azusa, California, living in the Gila
River relocation center, sent their seven sons into the
U. S. Army, and then went home to Azusa to raise crops
for these khaki-clad sons of America.

Large farmers and small, they are part of the Amer-
ican food production program.




Food For Freedom

Food For Lend-Lease

Among the more spectacular farm ventures of Japa-
nese Americans is the onion-seed project of the Tachikis
who began operating 800 acres of farmland near El-
berta, Utah, in the "dust bowl of Utah County." The
land in Utah County is dry and flat, and powdery vhite
dust covers the ground. The summers are hot and
heavy, and the winters are hard. In this region, in 1943,
the Tachiki brothers planned a new experimental project,
a plan to raise vegetable seeds and to produce for Lend-
Lease at the same time.

The experiment, new in the state of Utah, was
watched with interest by surrounding farmers, agricul-
tural experts and farm bureau officials of the state. Sev-
enty-six acres of land went into onions, twenty acres into
lettuce, and fifteen acres into radishes—all to be grown
for seed. The rest of the acreage was put into sugar
beets, a vital war crop.

The experiment with vegetable seeds proved success-
ful, and an experimental station was established there by
the Utah State Agricultural College.

And of major importance, the entire crop of veg-
etable seeds was sent overseas for America's Lend-Lease
program.

Photo by S. R. Boswell

PRODUCTION FOR LEND LEASE: On the ranch above
Roy Tachiki introduced a new industry, the raising of
onions for seed, to the state of Utah. His entire 1944
production went toward Lend-Lease.

In the Relocation Centers

It must not be forgotten that while outside farm
activities were the major contribution of Japanese Amer-
ican farmers to the war effort, many persons in the re-
location centers should be credited with turning thou-
sands of acres of land into food-producing farms of great
value. The centers were, without exception, set on un-
developed, uncultivated soil, but willing hands and long
hours of toil made the land productive, and this year ten
thousand acres of cultivated land at Topaz were put on
public sale.

In addition, the centers produced their own farm
needs, thus cutting down on the cost of food and spar-
ing that part of the nation's food supply that would have
been necessary for the center residents. The Topaz cen-
ter, by way of example, planted in 1944 approximately
400 acres of vegetables, which produced food valued at
more than $30,000. They planted 724 acres of grain—
wheat, barley and oats. They supplied in addition all of
the beef, pork, poultry and eggs necessary for the cen-
ter's vast population, a worthy record for persons behind

barbed wire.




“"Government sery

WHEN WAR CAME TO THESE UNITED STATES,
the Japanese language—the language of the enemy—
became a weapon in our own hands, and those Nisei
Americans who were able to speak and write that lan-

guage became frontline fighters in the world of secret
warfare.

Their story has not been told, nor can it be told
wholly until the victory is won and the time and need for
secrecy are over. They must in the meantime toil in an-
onymity, receiving no public avowal of their important
work. Their only reward lies in the inner knowledge that
theirs is work that must be done and that is invaluable
in the prosecution of the war.

In government offices throughout the land these
Nisei Americans are engaged in research studies, in
monitoring, in translating and editing. They are teach-
ing the Japanese language to thousands of young men in
the Army and in the Navy. They make transcriptions
for broadcast in the battle of psychological warfare.
They make maps of enemy territory. They monitor
broadcasts from Japan. Twenty-one translators and an-
nouncers in San Francisco send programs to Japan for
nine hours every day.

The war brought on a crying need for hundreds of
men and woman who could teach others the Japanese
language. The Nisei took on this difficult task and are
today secure in the knowledge that their students are
making valuable use of their training. In February, 1945,
after a long period of secrecy, the War Department an-
nounced that the University of Michigan has carried on
such a training program under Dr. Joseph Yamagiwa.

When the Navy's Japanese Language School at
Boulder, Colorado, graduated "the largest class of Cau-
casians ever to learn Japanese," it also signalled out for
honor its Japanese American instructors, who comprised
90 percent of the teachers. Each of the instructors was
given an engraved certificate for "outstanding faithful
ness and diligence."

Later Captain F. H. Roberts, commanding officer of
the school, wrote concerning these instructors: ''Their
work has been outstanding and a direct contribution of
the higest importance toward winning of the war. The
genuine endeavors of patriotic Nisei cannot be stressed
too much during these trying days of war. The part being
played by American citizens of Japanese descent in
preserving freedom and opportunity in America will in
time become known to and gain the grateful apprecia-
tion of all citizens of the United States of America."

Japanese Americans are also serving with the Office
of War Information in Washington, Denver and San
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Rose Yokomizo, native of Scottsbluff, Neb., takes dic-
tation from Major William A. Kutzke, post engineer at the
Sioux Ordnance Depot, Nebraska.

Francisco; with the Foreign Broadcast Intelligence Serv-
ice; with the Office of Strategic Services; the War Pro-
duction Board; the Federal Communications Commission;

and the Office of Censorship.

Many of these offices have clamped a close cen-
sorship upon their activities. The Office of Strategic
Services, for example, exerts an almost complete black-
out on information concerning Nisei employees and the
nature of their duties. This in itself is indicative of the
vital and confidential character of the services rendered
by the Nisei. However, of their work, Edwin M. Martin,
acting chief of the Far East Division, has written: "The
Far East Division of the Office of Strategic Services has
employed several Japanese Americans as translators and
their work has been of real value to us. Through their
translating efforts a great deal of valuable material has
been made available to the War Agencies in Wash-
ington."

In the Foreign Broadcast Intelligence Service are
more Nisei, again vitally a part of the important war work
of that organization. On January 8, 1945, Edwin Hul-
linger, assistant director, said of the Japanese American
employees:

"Our Japanese translators have done an outstand-
ing job. All have proved themselves efficient as lan-
quage craftsmen and fine as human beings. Our Port-
land staffmen are veterans in the organization, most
having been in the FBIS almost since Pearl Harbor. One
of them, , helped organize our Ha-
waiian Listening Post and is now planning to return to




Hawaii soon to serve as head of the translation staff
there, now in process of recruitment. In the Washington
office, our Romaiji staff is rated at the top of our for-
eign language translation groups, and the members are
liked as individuals. Originally trained by Dr.

. their group efficiency has been maintained at
a high level. | think it is no exaggeration to say they are
regarded as one of the finest, if not the finest, language
technician staffs in the Government."

It must be noted here that not only American citi-
zens of Japanese ancestry but also Japanese aliens are
today working for the American government in the in-
terest of the Allied cause. No more striking example of
patriotism exists than these Japanese aliens who exert
their energies for the victory of America over Japan.

Among such men is Yasuo Kuniyoshi, nationally-
known artist who turned his energies toward the war
immediately after Pearl Habor.

Aside from spearheading activities of Japanese
Americans in New York to strengthen our all-out war
program, Kuniyoshi has written radio scripts and broad-
cast over shortwave to Japan for the Coordinator of In-
formation and the Office of War Information. His
script entitled "Japan Against Japan," was broadcast on
Feb. 10, 1942, and repeated on March 12, 1942. He has
also created war posters for the OWI and made sketches
for a booklet, "'This Is Japan."

Another artist who has done important work for
the war services is at present on civilian war duty
overseas. He is Taro Yashima, Japanese-born artist
who escaped to America in 1941, shortly before the war.
Tortured and imprisoned nine times by the Tokyo police,
Yashima has brought his full knowledge of Japanese
brutality to his present work.

These men, along with hundreds of other Japanese
aliens, have by their work renounced Japan and are
putting their full energies into her defeat.

In a sense, with almost every Government bureau
geared to the war program, every Nisei's service in
federal employment is auxiliary to the war effort. Be-
sides these strictly wartime agencies in which the Nisei
work, they are employed also in almost every Govern-
ment office.

A large number of Nisei girls, trim, courteous and
efficient, are working as secretaries, stenographers and
clerks, helping to alleviate an employment situation made
inordinately acute by a high turnover and a dire labor
shortage.

Well trained and responsible, these women have
been employed in Civil Service in Washington and other
cities as well as in the Sioux, Nebraska, and Tooele,
Utah, ordnance depots. Many of these women have
husbands or brothers in the armed services, particularly
in the 442nd Regimental Combat Team and in the Pa-
cific theater. By working in wartime agencies they feel
they are matching to the degree they are able the mili-
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tary feats of their husbands and brothers on America's
far flung battlefronts.

No Japanese American has ever been discharged
for dereliction of duty or for disloyalty. They are the
only employees in government service who can boast a
quintuple check on their loyalty, having passed the micro-
scopic scrutiny of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, the
Army and Navy Intelligence, the War Relocation Au-
thority and the Civil Service Commission.

ABOVE: Ray Hashitani, formerly of Oregon, an employee
of the OPA in Washington. BELOW: Dillon Myer, di-
rector of the War Relocation Authority, reads a copy of
the Heart Mountain Sentinel with Civil Service employees
Eiko Narita, left, Joan Ishiyama and John Kitasako. Pho-
tos by Van Tassel for WRA.




TODAY ALL AMERICA is geared to the war pro-
gram. Not all the young men and women in the country
can serve in the armed forces or in actual defense work.
But men and women who have taken over jobs in semi-
essential industry, youngsters who save their pennies for
War Stamps, and the civilian army corps, millions strong,
are, to the extent they can, helping to win the war.

In Detroit, in Cleveland, in Chicago, in Minneapolis,
in Milwaukee, Japanese Americans are serving in im-
portant capacities. They maintain the nation's industrial
equipment, they operate machines, they work mines.

In Cleveland, Nisei are employed as electricians and
repairmen, as tool and die workers, as power machine
operators and grinders. About half of the Nisei in the
city are contributing directly to war work in defense
plants. :

In Detroit, nerve center of a vast war-producing area,
Nisei have added their skills and energy to keep the city
producing at top speed. The city needed skilled workers,
engineers to run and maintain transportation equipment,
nurses to care for the public health, and laborers to keep
roads in condition. Approximately 250 Japanese Amer-
icans are today in Detroit as servants of the city. They
are mechanics, drivers and conductors for the Detroit
Street Railway; they are engineers and draftsmen in the
Post War Planning Division; they are dieticians, diet
maids, pharmacists, nurses and physicians in Public
Health; and they serve in many other essential capacities
to keep Detroit producing in top form.

In Chicago thousands are in every conceivable in-
dustry. There are 225 with the International Harvester
Company, which manufactures tractors for both do-
mestic and overseas use. There are thirty-two more at
one of the major railroad equipment manufacturing
plants. There are 45 mechanics with a transportation
maintenance company, and twenty-five other Nisei with a
plant manufacturing LSTs.

Japanese Americans have gone out on railroad work,
volunteering in large numbers for some of the hardest
maintenance work. They have gone into mining as metal-
lurgists and miners. One small company, the Hudson
Coal Company at National, Utah, with a payroll of only
thirty-seven employees during 1944, produced 50,000
tons of coal in that period. Of their workers, two-thirds
were of Japanese ancestry, and despite the small num-
ber of employees, the company is justly proud of its
service record: of its workers, six Nisei employees have
gone into the U. S. Army, all of them serving overseas.
Red Cross and War Bond drives have been heartily en-
dorsed, and Franklyn Sugiyama, fire boss, has received
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Mrs. Yoshiye Abe, employee of the Flag and Decorating
Company in Denver, hopes the flag she is working on will
be carried someday by a victorious army into Tokyo or
Berlin.

citations from the Treasury Department and the Utah
War Fund testifying to the company's participation in
these drives.

EVEN IN THE RELOCATION CENTERS war activily
has been kept going at a fast rate. In addition fo the
all-important camouflage net project, other war con-
tributions have included a guayule project at Manzanar,
California; silk screen projects at Heart Mountain, Wyo-
ming, and Amache, Colorado; a ship model factory at
Rivers, Arizona; and civilian war work such as Red Cross
and War Bond drives at every camp.

The guayule project began in April, 1942, at the
Manzanar center under the direction of Dr. Ralph Emer
son of the California School of Technology. Labora-
tories and seed plots were set out, and 190,000 seed-
lings representing nineteen varieties of guayule were
planted. Three chemists, two propagators and seventeen
skilled nurserymen began the experimental work.

The entire project has been watched with close in-
terest by scientists from many of California’s educational
institutions. Experiments are being made on the extrac-
tion of rubber from guayule by a new, fast process.

On this project both aliens and citizens of Japanese
ancestry have pooled their efforts, working together to
the end that this country might have a substitute for
rubber, critical war material.



Model Ship Factory

On March 19, 1943, a new kind of assembly line
went into production at the Gila River relocation cen-
ter. On this assembly line Japanese Americans turned

out hundreds of sub-chasers, PT boats, and belligerent

and Allied ships.

They were all models, made with meticulous accur-
acy and measuring from two to eighteen inches in length,
and they were used by U. S. Navy training classes to
train aviators and naval cadets in ship identification.

The factory, established under Navy contract, open-
ed in March, 1943, and closed in May, 1944. During
these fourteen months the workers produced 710 belliger-
ent warship models in addition to earlier production of
many sub-chasers and submarines of which no actual count
was made. The original order for production consisted
principally of the Battleship German von Tirpitz, the
cruiser Prinz Eugen, the destroyer Koeln, a quantity of
submarine models, and an unlimited number of PT boats.
Personnel in the shop at that time numbered about twelve
young men.

When production was started on allied ships, the
personnel was increased to 70 workers, 15 of whom were

girls. Production of allied models included U. S. sub-
chasers, U. S. light cruisers, the U. S. aircraft carrier

Wasp, PT80 boats, the destroyer Fletcher and the de-
stroyer Sims.

Filling orders which called for larger and varied mod-
els required more precision. One model of the U. S.
South Dakota was eight inches in length, with all parts
above water full operative. Draftsmen who were trained
in the shop designed this model from a very small plan,
photographs, and other limited information. When this
model, valued at $1200, was shipped to Washington,
high praise was received from the Navy.

A model of the carrier, St. Louis, 7!/, inches long
and fully operative, is now on display in the Navy Office
in New York City as an example of fine craftsmanship.

Silk screen shops, too, at the Granada, Colorado, and
Heart Mountain, Wyoming, relocation centers did work
for the Navy in producing hundreds of thousands of
posters. :

* * * *

IN APRIL, 1943, the shocking, electric news of the
Tokyo executions broke upon the American public. Three
thousand Japanese American soldiers in training at Camp
Shelby, Mississippi, sent their reply to the Tokyo war-
lords: they purchased $100,000 in war bonds in two
days.

And in Hawaii other Japanese Americans collected
$10,340 and presented it to Lieutenant General Robert
C. Richardson, commander of the Army's Hawaiian de-
partment.

"We hope this money will be used for bombs to
give Premier Tojo and his cutthroats bloody hell," said
their spokesman, Walter Mihata.

<
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Not all the civilian contributions of Japanese Amer-
icans have been so dramatic, but they have been steady
and sincere. In all Red Cross, War Bond and blood
bank drives the Nisei have responded heartily. Thirty-
five Nisei registered in Denver on January 29 to donate
to the blood bank, and in New York City sparkling-eyed
Katherine Iseri was a regular blood bank contributor until
the time she was inducted in the Women's Corps Army.

Nor have Japanese Americans contributed only to
U. S. blood banks. On the 18th of September, 1943,
twenly-five members of the Japanese American Com-
mittee for Democracy appeared at the Chinese Blood
Bank at 154 Nassau Street in New York City and con-
tributed blood for the fighting armies of Free China.
Since then many Japanese Americans have made reg-
ular visits to the Chinese blood bank. They have also
participated in China Relief drives, and they are striking
examples of the fact that Nisei Americans work and
fight and give for America and America's allies. From
that day years ago when a Japanese American was
arrested on the San Francisco waterfront for picketing
oil and scrap metal shipments to Japan, the Nisei have
proven their loyalty lies with America.

IN SALT LAKE CITY, Utah, members of the Japa-

nese American Citizens League during the Fourth War

JAPANESE AMERICANS REMEMBER PEARL HAR-
BOR: Two Nisei instructors at Northwestern University
give their blood to the Red Cross on the anniversary of
Pearl Harbor. Left to right: Captain Albert A. Granitz,
Japanese Americans Tsune Baba and G. Byron Honda,
and Red Cross Nurse Jane East.
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TOP LEFT: Ruby Yoshino, Japanese American singer,
shown here entertaining in a ward at the Walter Reed
Hospital in Washington. With four brothers in the
U. S. Army and another in the merchant marine, Miss
Yoshino carries on at home with volunteer war work.
Photo by Van Tassel for WRA. LOWER LEFT: This
silk screen shop at the Heart Mountain Relocation Center
has produced thousands of important war posters for the
Navy. Photo by Parker for WRA. UPPER RIGHT:
Japanese Americans participate in a sewing project for
European refugees with Americans of other ancestries.
Left to right: Eunice Allen, Mary Shigeta, Leona Evans and
Toshi Baba. LOWER RIGHT: Katherine Iseri, ofttime
blood donor at the New York Red Cross, is congratulated
upon joining the Women's Army Corps by a Red Cross
Worker. Now Pvt. Iseri, she is at Camp Ritchie, Mary-
land.
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Loan Drive set as their goal 16 jeeps for the Army's use.
They rang doorbells, they called up prospective pur-
chasers, they pounded the pavements. And by the end
of the drive, the small but active group of committee-
men and women had sold $25,000 worth of bonds and
stamps. During the same drive the Idaho Falls chapter of
that same organization sold $15,000 worth of bonds.

In the centers the sale of bonds has been impressive,
especially in view of the fact that the residents are al-
lowed for their full-time, eight-hour-daily jobs a cash
allowance averaging $16 monthly. The residents of the
Heart Mountain Relocation Center in Wyoming have, in
two and one-half years, contributed $41,390.35 through
their purchases of stamps and bonds. During the same
period the Rohwer center purchased $18,000 worth of
bonds.




Other Work Essential
to the War Effort

Some bonds purchases are large, more are small. It
was Eikichi Toshima, a vegetable farmer, who walked into
the Gila River camp's post office, laid a check for $6,000
across the bond window, took his receipt, and walked out
without a word. ;

And there are school children at the Rohwer relo-
cation center who own three Army jeeps, jeeps which,
they hope, are still seeing service somewhere overseas.

"Jeep or Bust," their slogan was when the campaign
started. Their goal was one single jeep to cost $1165,
which was a lot of pennies and nickels and dimes for the
school-age youngsters. But within two weeks they had
passed their goal with $2507.95. When the campaign
was over, they counted up their sales—$3505.95. And
somewhere men in khaki are riding three jeeps that are
the special pride and joy ‘of these children, who had, in
their own way, contributed to America's war program.

Women in White

As registered nurses, volunteer nurses aides and
cadet nurses, Nisei women have played an important
part in wartime America.

Even in the relocation centers, hard hit by an acute
shortage of trained nurses, youngsters of sixteen and sev-
enteen have donned white caps and gone about the
serious business of tending the ill. Wide-eyed and sol-
emn, they go about their business, carrying trays that
seem too heavy for their slim shoulders, carefully tucking
in bed sheets, trotting on tiny feet down the long hos-
pital halls. Their striped pinafores are starched and clean,
and their tiny caps sit neatly on their heads.

Many of them have gone into regular training as
cadet nurses since it was first announced in August, 1943,
that Japanese American women were eligible to join
the U. S. Cadet Nurses Corps. First from the Gila River
center to join the Cadet Nurses Corps was Anne Wat-
anabe, who immediately applied for training at the Ham-
line University in St. Paul. Others followed in rapid suc-
cession. Within three months thirty-one left the Mini-
doka Relocation Center to train as nurses in hospitals
scattered through eight states of the Union. Like Nisei
WACs, they felt they were doing their utmost in serv
ing the nation.

Today hundreds of Nisei are serving as nurses or
are in training. Rochester, N. Y., counted ten Nisei
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Photo by WRA

SONO MATSU and TOMI KAWAKAMI
Cadet Nurses

cadets at the beginning of the year at the Genessee,
St. Mary's and Rochester General Hospitals. Eight more
were in Kansas City—Jayne Shimada, Helen Mukai,
Chiyo Iwamoto, Tomi Kawakami, Sonoko Matsuo, Fumi
Matsumoto, Riyoko Kikuchi and Michiye Fujimoto.

Many are already with the Army, like Lieutenants
Marguerite Ugai and Yaeko Suyama, both serving in
England, and Lieutenant Yaye Togasaki of the -Army
Nurses Corps. Meanwhile, a woman doctor, Captain
Yoshiye Tagasaki is at present with the United Nations
Relief and Rehabilitation Administration.



Ansel Adams
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WHO CAN SAY these days what services are es-
sential, what are not? And how can one's participation
in the war effort be measured?

There are women, aliens mostly, at the Heart
Mountain relocation center who spend their spare mo-
ments sewing for European refugee children. Even with-
in the barbed-wire enclosures, the plight of these Hit-
ler-ridden children has touched the hearts of the
evacuees. :

There are other women, young and old, who knit
sweaters for the Red Cross. This volunteer work, too,
measures up well in earnestness and sincerity with the
work of any assembly-line worker on the swing shift. There
is Ruby Yoshino, singer, who has entertained in Army
hospital wards, dedicating her songs to her five broth-
ers in the service of their country.

In Royal Oaks, Michigan, Jimmy Kajiwara, once of
San Francisco, has become a familiar sight on the
streets of the city. And his work is arresting, too, for
he is a trainer of Doberman Pinschers, who will later lead
the blind. Kajiwara and another Nisei, Thomas Imoto,
are both employees of the Pathfinder Kennels.

And in Nebraska, Father Flanagan's Boys Town has
become a symbol of wise, intelligent and sympathetic
treatment of homeless boys. The great buildings and
the wide fields of Boys Town have sent into the world
young men of high caliber and faith.

Among Boys Town employees are twelve young men
and women of Japanese ancestry.
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JAPANESE AMERICAN citizens and aliens have coop-
erated in a new venture, the production of guayule in an
extensive project at the Manzanar Relocation Center
which may prove to be a highly important contribution
to the country's rubber needs.

They have become a part of a great institution,
living in and for a great ideal. They line up as follows:

Patrick Okura, assistant director and psychologist in
the welfare department. Formerly with the Los Angeles
Civil Service, Mr. Okura with his wife, Lily, have become
intimately associated with the problems of Boys Town.

James Takahashi, landscape gardener; Henry Ko-
dama, in charge of the Boys Town victory garden; Jerry
Hashii and Eddie Hotta, gardeners; J. Momoto Oku, fa-
ther of two sons in the armed forces and of another,
Private Susumu Babe Okura, killed in action in France:
Kaz lkebasu, clerk; George Takemoto, dairyman; Mrs.
George Takemoto, typist; Paul Takahashi, barber; and
Mike Oshima, carpenter.

Can the value of their work to the war effort be
estimated correctly? There are many others, trained in
the ways of children and adolescents, who are doing their
part in making America's youth self-reliant and strong.

There is Peter lda, track coach and high school
teacher. There is Abe Hagiwara, counsellor in the Cleve-
land YMCA; there is Pat Noda, high school instructor.

America's war effort is a mighty one, unexcelled
in spirit, unsurpassed in production, limitless in scope.




Since the material in this pamphlet was prepared, the
War Department has announced the death in action of
Lt. Moe Yonemura, whose photograph appears on page 9.



-

et DA S a— m‘:-w

chs 7
.
w,ﬂ! Wy g

P




	ddr-densho-1007-1845-1_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-2_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-3_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-4_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-5_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-6_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-7_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-8_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-9_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-10_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-11_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-12_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-13_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-14_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-15_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-16_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-17_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-18_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-19_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-20_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-21_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-22_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-23_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-24_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-25_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-26_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-27_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-28_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-29_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-30_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-31_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-32_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-33_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-34_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-35_mezz
	ddr-densho-1007-1845-36_mezz

