


LA
Ae chocleed. .
£, RE 319 o Kecirdy

cfﬂa.ﬂ/wn]ﬂ;/{(,



-SEGRE

Conference with Colonel [, II, Miles, 0.D.

#xeerthis Lieutenant took it upon himself not to report.

In my belief there were three categories of ships attacking
Pearl Harbor, one, a ship carrying a torpedo - 2l-inch torpedo - under
the fuselage, right out in the open, It wac the torpedo shins' mission
to attack the battlefield,

To show you how well.the Japs had this thing timed, the only
time in the week when all of the battleships were in the harbor was over
Saturday night and Sunday morning,

So these torpedo-carrying ships came i1a low, then got vp in
the air and dove for their ship, A good many never tried to get out of
the dive, they Jjust went right for the ship with the torpedo, Some of
them pulled out; some of them went to their "Glory" right then and there,
One lost altitude by the time he was over Hickam Field and knew he
wasn't going to make Pearl Harbor so he dove right in the depot shop
and made a beautiful mess of things, His torpedo went off and the damage
was considerable,

The second was the dive bombers, ‘lhey used the clouvds for
cover - were either above them or in them and would roll over and dive,
and they did it with the utmost precision too,

Qe Did they roll over?

I thcught they rolled over., Everybcdy else said I was crazy.
Their main altack was to roll over. They would turn right over then drop.
That is the way I saw it and I argue it that way,

The third tyre of attack was by high-altitude bcrming'and is
presume these ships were twe-mctor ships, They dropped boubs with
excellent results from about 10,000 to 12,000 fe=zt, One struck the
stack of the ARIZONA and was detorated by the stack, ihe stack and the
Adriral standing near vanished into thin air, /e never saw a partical
of Admiral Kidd, This shows that they were bombing with accuracy from
considerable height. That came from horizontal bombers and not dive

bombers at 10,000 or 12,000 feet, Ten or seven or eight thousand feet =

they were well. in the air, %
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Qe How many in a formation?

Five, seven, and nine were the formations. Sometimes five,
seven, and in the second attack nine ships in the dive bomber groups.,

Then in the second attack, what I saw of it came out of the
.clcuds, lhe antiaircraft fire from the Navy ships started at about,
I'd say, = I was on ny way out to the depot at that time - at about 5
minutes past eight, maybe a minute or two earlier; and our own anti-
eircraft fire started within three minutes. You could see that it
wasn't well arranged, It was very ineffective, I didn't see a single
hit in the first attack., This was when I was cu top of the building,
I didn't see a single ship knocked down., I could see they had gotten
their data together and were hitting the ships bettcr on the second
attack, The ship that fell on Fort and crashed throuih the shop
building was a single motor ship with 7.7 machine gun., low I fi ured
the Arry antiaircraft fire started at about 8:12 - wasn't particularly
effeciive, Neither was the Navy fighting effective. Nonecf the firing
was effective in that first show and after the thing was all over all
of the calls that we got to pick up incendiary borbs were really tq
pick up five-inch Navy shells that were spattered all over the island,
Sume of them were duds because in their anxiety, they had forgotiten to
set the fuses, I thougnt in the first attack that they had gotten the
oil storage at Pearl larbor btut two or three significant things that
I'd like you all to remember; first, that they didn't atteck any hangars
in which there were no ships; second, no attack whatever on run.uys;
third, that they made no attack on any of the oil storage vhich, as
you all know, et Pearl Harbor sticks out like a sore thumb, rthey made
no attack whatever on it, They made no attuck whatever on the three
millicn gallions stored at Naval station although they riddled the
rest of the station, +hey didn't touch the gasoline stora_e., Ancther
thing that I think is significant is that they did not atiack, effectively
at any rote, the power staticn in Honolulu which givec all the power to
the island, a large part of it, that is. Nor did they make any effective

attempt to touch the water sup,




You take the fact that they didn't touch the oil storage,
hangars without any ships, any of the shop instailations st Pearl
niarbor, the fact that they didn't attack the power installations very
effectively = all these facts put together indicate that either they
Aexpected to do a better job on the first day or that they were going to
come back later to try to take this space for an advance station for
their service,

Qe Was there any attack on the drydock?

No, there was no attack on ths drydock. 'That is another
contributing point to the fact that they were hoping to establish an
advance base., *he Navy believes they are going to come back, If they
do, they are going to get a far different recepticu from whut they got
the first time, Those American boys in the P-40's will do better =
their morale is good and they have ability., They did a fbang-up" Jjob
on the third attack, They got 11 out of 40 or 50 ships that came back
on the third attack.,

Q. Did the Japanese aircraft shoot down any aircraft in
flight?

No, I don't think so, Our ships are so much more maneuverablc
and these kids are good shots, The pitiful time was when they were
trying to get the pursuit ships off the field., Llhe Japs were up in the
air and the minute they were down the runway the Japs were right on
their tail,

Qe Did the Japs attack the airfield on the second and third
attack?

Yes, They didn't attack Bellows or Wheecler,

Qe Vhat was the interval between attacks?

There was about an hour's time between the first and second attack.

G+ Did they refuel belore the second attack?

I am not so sure that they did go back. The zircraft carricrs
were not visible, fThey came in about 400 miles from the harbor, I

think the second attack was nade ‘erpent group because of the




distance, The third attack uight have been planes that got back from
the first attack., So I think the first and second attacks were by
different groups of aircraft, There must have been 200 §hips in the
air in the first attack to attack five places at once and come back
with 30 or 50 ships, I am not an air officer., ly observaticns ought
to be taken with a lot of salt, but I had an excellent opportunity to
see what was geing on and as fér as I lnowic=aet

Qe Could you see which direction they left?

They went to the ncrth which was the same direction in which
they came.

Q. Did the second and third attacks come from the same direction?

The torpedo planes swung around by Koko IHead and came over the
hills over Hjckam field to Pearl Harbor.

Q. Did these torpedo planes make a part of each attgck?

No, I don't think they were in the third attack, however, I am
nct sure of that because they only had it in the first attuck and some
of it in the second attack,

Q. How many total Japanese planes were lost?

I would guess at least 40 out of a possible 200, ‘here were
about 12 downed in one way or another in the immediate vicinity, the
fellow who went through the hangar, and boys who didn't ccme out of their
dives and all that sort of thing and 11 that they sihot down, I don't
know where, but in combat in the third attack. So putting all those
together as 11 and 7 or 18 and 6 and I actually saw two shot dovn by
antiaircraft fire in the second attack. ;

Q. Did you get a look at the two-man submarine that ceme ashore
on Bellows field?

That was a cne-man sub, <1lhe one that entered Pearl Harbor was
a two-man sub,

G. The two-man one was blown up wasn't it?
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Yes, The one-man sub ran on a reef outside of Bellows Tield
‘'one mile off shore, He jumped out and swam ashore. They tried to get a lot
of information out of him, but all they could get was the reason he swam
ashore was to be shot because he didn't fuifill his mission, 7The ship
carried 18-inch torpedos, was 30 feet long, and was so small that
I couldn't get in it.

Q. How rnany prisoncrs did they get?

As far as I know, he was the only one they get alive, The two-
man sub was rammed by the destroyer shortly after coming into Pearl Harbor
Gate, When she got inside she was seen by the destroyer. The two men
were killed.

Qe Did they salvage that ship?

No., It was ramrmed by the destroyer. Its force wus tvo Japanese
officers, and the only prisoners the Army got were the Japs that fell and
they were dead at the time they fell, One Jap came in over Hickam Field
and somebody got him right in the back of the neck with a rifle bullct and
the plane went out over the hills by Pearl ilarbor with him frozen at the
contrels,

Qe Did any Japs try tc bail out?

No, they stayed right with their boats. No parachute troops,
no attempted landing afterwards. An interesting point frow the Intelligence
point of view was that right after the thing started, the I',D.I. and
Intelligence started rounding up 5th Columnists, 7They rounded up 300

~ Japs, 150 Germans and 20 Italians and they were put out on Sané Island,
But the Japanese intelligence was done so beautifully,

Qe Was there any evidence that they expected to take the island -
from the inside?

\lﬁp \\g There was no organized 5th Columnists as far as I know, I telked
about that on the plane with theASecretary of the Navy. 1I'd say there
was nu attempt on the part of 5th Columnists to do anything., One sig-
nificant thing was that somebody on the island down by the large sugar

cane fields had dravm a big arrow pointing directly to Pearl Harbor in

case anyone coming over wanted to know the direction to rearl Harbor. The




arrow was heval out of the'sugar cane in the field.,
Qe Were there any reconnaissance planes in the air at all?
There were three Navy flying boats in the air at the time of

the attack on the so-called Navy patrol which was supposed to be 300

‘miles out from Oahu, There was a destroyer patrol 3 to 5 miles off the

island but there was no report from them, 1In their aircraft warning service

which they had been keeping since November 27, they had stations operating

from 4 AM. until 6 at night which they gradually decreased. This was

one thing the Japs didn't know that played right into their hands. If

they had come in any other way, someone would probably have clocked them.
: Q. I wonder why they came that way whcn there was a possibility

of being detected,

I believe they were coming down there 20 off North, They must
have been pretty well out, The station was presumably closed but this
éne bird that stayed on the job reported it. lie should have had more
pursuits in the air, The whole wing at Vheeler Field should have had
half an hour to get there.

Qe Did they have the motors warmed up - standing by at least?

They were right ready to take off, all lined up on sabotaie
alert. They were lined up so two or three guards could guard a numuer
of them, They were expecting sabotage, not attack, '

Qe Did the Navy dispatch any patrol boats to gc out and locate
carriers immediately?

Yes, I think they did but there were so few of them. Lvery-
body was so upset I don't think many got up. The tendency will be to
pin it on the patrol officer for not reporting it, I think the Navy!'s
flying patrol out beyond the island ought to get a little bit of the "dign
and also their slowness in dispatching ships out around the island after
it was over. After the first attack they could have got some out of
Pearl Harbor,

(Conversation concerning appointment with Air Secticn)

In the report to General Marshall and General Short is a list

of what your Air people believe the ships used by the Japs were, so you
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talk to me as (Interruption). You get a purely inaccurate idea of what
ships were used. .

Qe Were there any attacks directed against other Army Posts,
Fort Shafter or Fort Derusi?

They were intermittent. Occasionally some aviator would drop
a borb on Shafter or Derusi but you could tell from the lack of concentra-
tion that these were not their primary objectives. First, the batile-
ships in Pearl Harborj; secondly, the pursuit ships at uhecler and the
btombers at Ii;ckam,

Q. Then there was no question about, primary objecuvives in
intensity of damage against aircraft installations?

No, sir, because I was where I could sce antiaircraft installa-
tions s=seexst over Fort Kamehameha out to the open sea s,

This thing will be interesting to you. The engines in those
Japanese planes = incidentally, wherever they could tell = in all Z1
planes were Curtis-iright engines. Not American-mede - copies of themn,
A1l had American radios and American magnetos, A4ll of their equipment
was either American made or copies of American,

Qe Were there any attacks against the l6-inchi guns at Veaver?

No, not that I heard of.

Qe Didn't the antiaircraft batteries at lieaver get any of them?

Vleaver is on the left of Pearl Harbor as you know, I don't

think so.

Notes transcrited by lfrs. Mildred I, Davis
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Conference with Coloncl F. H, lMiles, 0.D.

I was on my way to the Middle East and got as far as Haweii,
I arrived there on Thursday and between that time and Sunday morning
I was footloose and had an opportunity to visit Army and Lavy inﬁtal-
lations, so I knew the physical lineup, and distributions already made,
fairly well before the show started. On the morning the thing started,
about five minutes to eight I was sitting on the bed, dressed, and I
heard a bomb drop, Imrediately an Ordnance officer called me and said
that Vheeler Field was under attack and had been under attack for five
minutes. The first attaeck was at about 7:45. This Ordnance officer
was about tu get into his car. We left the hotel and arrived at the
Hawaiian Ordnance Depot between €:10 and 8:15., The Ordnance officer

assigned me his assistant but gave me no duties, I got up on top the

highest building which was in the Ordnance Depot, to see that the depot -

was properly defended, I could see Hickam field and I could see some
of Pearl Harbor from thiz point., I witnessed the first attack at W55
end that of Pearl Harbor‘at 8:25, I saw about the last ten minutes of
the first attack and all of the second attack about 9 A.lI'. end the third
atvack about 11 o'clock, It is interesting to keep the succession of
events because it shows how completely their information service had
given them the dope. The thing which occurred which was very untoward
from my point of view was the fact that the Japs came from aircraft
carriers—-no one had seen these carriers. The type of plane used could
not have [lown from Japan—they must have been based on carriersy At ¢
least 150 planes took part in the attack. Ny first estimate was 200
and I still think that was a pretty good guess.

The first word anybody had of their approach was at 7:20 Al
when the noncommissioned observer at Opana Point, which is on one of
the islandé at the north, reported that a large mumber of planes were
proceading directly toward Oahu, That staticn is 132 miles north of

dJawaii, That report came into the air warning information center at
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which place there was a Second Lieutengnt of the Air Corps staticned.
The alert for this particular stotion was from 4 A.f. to 7 that date.

1f these various stations had been on the alert, some of the others
probably would have picked up the warning, or seen the airplanes., The
fact was that they had closed up at 7 o'clock, but at this particular
station the noncommissioned officer remained oh the alert. lie saw these
planes and reported them to the Air Corps information service, 7This
Lieutenant passed the thing off and didn't report it to higher authorities,
The naval officer who was supposed to be on duty at this information
center didn't show up until four ot'clock that afternoon. This ILisutenant
argﬁed with the Sergeant at Opana and failed to report this warning

that came right on down. DBeing 132 miles away, the report checks pretty
well to put the planes at \iheeler Field at about 17445 1 Of cOQurse,.a
large propertion attacked Wheeler Field first because their pursuit
ships were lined up in nice order in front of the hangars and they took
the whole works. Then they went on down to Hickam Field and rearl
lHarbor, The significant thing was that they had definite assignmcnté.
At VWheeler Field they only attacked the hangars which actually had

ships in them, The hangars which were empty were not attacked, The
runways were not attacked. wheeler Field was the only field where
gasoline and oil supplies were borbed., They got the pursuit group first.
out of the chips, atout 8 or 10 remained, In the third attack they

did get into the air and knocked down 11 Jap ships; did a beautiful

job, One Lieutenant got four. when our planes got in the air they

.ran circles around the Japs. The Jap stralegy WuS carefully waoriked

out. After they had bombed wheeler Field, the ships went in the air

and whenever a Bellows or lheeler Field pilot would try to get off

>~

-

the field and into the air, the Japs wculd get right on his tail and
he never got off the ground., By 7:55 the attack on Hickam and Pearl
Harbor was under way and I didn't see that part. I didn't see the
actual attack but I can tell you about it frbm the results 1 saw

and the people with whom I talked. I saw enough results afterwards.,
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The attack on Pearl Harbor was made by three different
categories of ships,

The flight, that the noncommissioned officer at Opana saw
apparently was a considerable distance from him so that he couldn't
be sure that they were or were not enemy ships., As a matter of fact,
the reason for not reporting the flight was that the Lieutenant knew
there was a naval aircraft carrier near, He thought it was a manevver
or a flight of ships., The Lieutenant thought there were too many
ships to be those of the enemy; but this Lieutenant tcok it upon him-
self not to report the flight of ships to his superiors,

My belief is that there were three categories of ships
attacking Pearl Harbor. Iirst, a plane carrying a torpedo, 2l-inch,
under the fuselage right out in the open. The mission of the torpedo
ships was to attack the battle fleet, It shows how well they had
this thing timed, The only time when the battleships were in Pearl
llarbor was over Scturday night and Sunday morning, The torpedo—carrying
ships came in loaded and then dove for the ship. A good many never
tried to get out of their dive--just went right into the ship--suicide.,
One of these torpedo ships lost altitude; he knew he wasn't going to
make Pearl liarbor so he dove right into the top of the air depot; made
a beautiful mess of things. But the damage was very compleie. That
was the first category of ships which came in from the north.

The second category of ships was dive bombers which came in
low from the clouds, They would dive from the banks of clouds with
the utmost préZESion. They would come out with perfect precision, one
after the other and then go straignt on. 'hey came in on top but would
roll over before they started thieir dive; get on their backs and theu
dive, I saw it that way and I argued with others who thought they came
ocut of a bank, The ships I saw actually turned over and then dove,

The third tyre of attack was by high altitude bombing and I
presunue those ships were two-motored ships bzcause they dropuved their

bombs with excellent results, Cne of these projectiles struck the
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stack of the Arizona and was detonated by striking the stack. The
Admiral was on the bridge; he vanished into thin air and the Captain,
standing nearby, was killed instantly. They were bombing with accuracy
from 10 to 12,000 feet, They were well in the air.

Q. How many in a formation? A, Five - seven - nine were
the formations in the second attack. I am sure therc were nine ships,
The second attack, what [ saw cf it, came principally out cf the clouds,
The antiaircraft fire started abcut 5 minutes past €. in antiaircraft
fire vith 3-inch, some 37, started about € to 12 minutes lster, You
could sze that it wasn't well directed, It was very ineflicient, In
the second attack, by that time they had gotten their data togethcr and
they were gettiﬁg on the ships, They did knock ships down, I figure
that the Army antiaircraft fire started around 8:12; neither was the
Navy fighting effectively. After the thing was all over, all the guards
were to pick up 5-inch Navy shells, You could pick up S5=inch navy
shells all over the lot, 1In their anxiety to get them fired, they
forgot to set the fuses, In the first attack you could see very
distinctly. I thought they had gotten the ocil storage at Pearl Harbor.
There are two or three significant things I would like to mention,

They did not, attack any hangars in whiéh there were nc ships,
o attacks were made on runways. *‘hey made no attack on any of the
oil storag e, which sticks out like a sore thumb., <“hey made no attacks
whatever on the three million gallons of gasoline stored in the licval
Station, although they riddled the rest of the station., “hey didn't
attuck the gasoline storage. +hey did not attack the powcr station in
Honolulu which controls all the power., Nor did they make any efiective
attempt to bomb the water supply. +‘hey didn't touch the oil storages,
the hengars in which there were no ships, They didn't attack any of the
shop installations, The fact that they didn't attack the power supply
and all of their othcor work was perfectly done, fThey did drop one bomb
which hit the power station in Fort Armstrong. All this indicates that
they either expected to do a better job or they were going to try to

come back and convert that pla a1l sayance basc for their own use,




The Japs are hoping to establish an advance base in Hawaii., the Navy
believes they are going to ccme back, If they do they are going to
get a very different reception than they did before. They know that
the P-40's will dc a better job than the Jap planes, They did a gocod

job on the 3d attack--got 11 ships,

Q. Did the Japanese shoot down any of our aircraft in flight?
A, I don't think so, Our ships are so much more maneuverable, iie had
only a few ships left, "The pitiful time was when they were trying to
get the ships off the field and they couvldn't get off the grcund,

Qe Did the Japanese attack the airfields in the second and
third attacks? They didn't attack wWheeler and Bellows in the third
attack, There was about an hour's time between the first and second
attack, The carrier was probabtly based 260 miles away and was not
visible from QOpana,

I think the second attack wzs participated in Ly a different
group because of the distance, <The third attack might have been done
by the ships which came in the first time, I think that the first and
second attacks were by different groups and I think they had 200 ships
in the air and came back with 40 or 50 ships in the first attack, I
am an ordnance and not-an air officer, My cobservations should be taken
with a lot of salt, I believe I have been fairly accurate., They went
distinctly to the north when they left, which was the same directicn
from which they came in, they came over the hills, dovn over the
Hawaiian Ordnance depot, and then to Hickam ield and Pearl [larbor so
that ostensibly they came from the east, "They only did it in the first
attack and somewhat in the second attack. In the second attack they
got too high; they tried to get what they didn't get in the first attack,
I don't know whether or not they used high-caliter shells; (l5-inch armor
piercing with fins attached),

Qe How many total Japanese planes were lcst? A, At least
12 were found crashed in the immediate vicinity of the island, One

went through a hanger; some didn't come out of their dives; 11 were

9not down in combat in the third attac putting all those together —-




I actually saw two shot down by antiaircrait fire in the second attack.

One l-man submarine came ashore at Bellows Fiéld. The one
that entered Pearl Harbor was a two-man submarine, The two-man sub-
marine was blown up—a destroyer rammed it, The one-man submarine ran
on a reef off Bellows Field, He came ashore and the only information
they could get out of him was that he wanted to be shot, because he
had failed in his mission., 1lhey pulled the ship ashore (description
of the ship). The conning tower was so small I couldn't pet in it,

Q. How many prisoners did they get? A. He was the only one,
The ‘two-man torpedo which came in through the gate of Pearl Harbor in
the stern of a Navy tug=-the tug didn't know she was there, The destroyer
rammed her and dropved a depth bamb and the two men were killed., ‘The
ship was not salvaged. +‘hey sent a diver down so they knew what happened,
One Japanese officer on the one-man submarine was the only prisoncr they
got., All the Japs that fell were dead, One Jap who came in over i{ickam
ield was cut through the back'of the neck; he froze at the controls and
the plane went right out over the hills,

Q. Did any try to bail out? No., No parachute troops. No
atlempts at landing afterwar@;.

Interesting from the Intelligence point of view, right after

e ‘ng started the F.B.I., the Army and Navy Intellipence rounded

~ the 5th Colurmiste, 300 Japs, 150 Germans and 20 Italians and they
were put on Sand Island but the Japanese Intelligence work had already
been done beautifully,

Q. Was there any evidence that they expected to take the island
from the inside? I don't think there was any talk about that; we did
discuss it on the plane coming back with the Secretary of the Navy. llo
attempts were made on the part of 5th Columnists, %They claimed that
there were plenty of blinker stations in the hills and there was one
significant thing. Somebody on the Island had drawn, on one of the
large sugar cane fields, a big arrow pecinting directly to Pearl Harbor.

The arrow was hewn out of the sugar cane, Three lavy flying boats were



in the air at the time of the attack. They were supposed to be three
hundred miles out, if they were out. The destroyer patrol should have
been three to five miles out--no reports from them, Commencing November
27th the aircraft warning service had their stations open from 4 A.M.
.to 6 PM. They gradually reduced their hours, On Saturday they agreed
they would only have these observation stations cpen from four to seven,
Another thing which the Japs probably didn't know but which worked in
their favor, If these stations had been open they probably would have
caught them and sent the news in, I wonder why they came by that island?
The'sergeant did not believe they were very close, The stations were
presumably closed, This sergeant stayed on the guard and reported it,
I don't see why the whole wing shouldn't have been at the field if they
had one-half hour to get there,

Q. During this alert were the planes standing by or lined up?
A. They were on sabotage alert, lined up in groups so three or four
ggards could guard them., “hey were thinking in terms of sabotage instead
of attack,

Qe Did they t£§‘to locate the carriers imediately? A, I
don't know = everybody was so upset they didn't find anything, This
poor Lievtenant—the flying vatrol——their lack and slowness in dis-
patching ships around the island after the first attack was over,

In the report to General lMarshall is a list of what your air
people believe the ships used by the Japanese., You are getting vurely
an iraccurate idea of whut ships were out there—(from me), I didn't
see two-motored ships., I can tell you what I saw on the grnund; This
is not an accurate report—Icun only tell you from an observer's viewpoint,

Fort, Shafter and Forv were attacked internittently.
Occasionally a bomb was dropped on one or the other fort but you could
tell from the lack of concentration they were not their primary objectives.
Their objectives were: first, the fleet and battleships of rearl Harbor;
second, the pursuit ships at Wheeler and Bellows and Hickam, ‘hey (ot

their objectives, There were no bombings of antiaircratft installations,
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From this very flat terrain you can see all the way to the oﬁen sea
across that open country. lhe Army antiaircraft dispositions beyond
Kamehameha those antiaircraft batterles you can sece them, They got
one plane in the second attack, This thing will be interesting to
you: all Japanese planes vere 1,1 planes, +‘hey were all apparently
141 planes with Curtiss-Wright engines—-not American made but copies
of them with American radios, American magnetos and all instrumentazl

equipment were American made or copies of American,

mranscribed by lirs. Dorothy Polack Sogn
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