Mttt 34 . . — - e bt Pty PR

pp—— ——

——

(/u; 7444,6”;/ MT’AMN(;)‘—' Presed o EBLCLSMLQ

e | <iie )

Q This :l}oral interview number three with Chgt Tanaka, member of the 442nd
Regimental Combat team. Ch;t Tanaka served the entire length of the regiment
‘term in combat. Mr. Chflt Tanaka was member company K-442nd, and retire
from the service as a technical sargeant. This is side number one. The

date is October 8, 1980. -Mr. Tanaka where is your family from and your a
Nesei, when did your parents immigrate to America?

CZ% A My folks came over, my dad came over in 1904, my mother in 1914. The met
mf{ and married in California in 1914, I believe, or 1915. They came to St.
'1\5'&;;;‘:* Louis. They had worked for a lawyer family in San Francisco. They didn't
i 61 Lows, realize that at the time that this lawyer lived really in St. Louis. They
mu::‘w were just vacationing in S.F. So when they came to St. Louis, my parents

came with them, of course. They were settled in St. Louis. They finally
opened up a restaurant after working for the lawyer family for a year or so.
They saved up enough money and started their own restaurant in St. Louis.

e g
They called it the Tc@ﬁo Restaurant. We were ded, three of us, my older
brother, myself, I'm the middle one and there was the younger brother. Joe, E-l,

e f*"f’s
" and I served in the Army. He', was a :e.c]ﬁi.e‘;r sargeant regimental head®PBtorstrr

I was i €ompany K-3rd battalion technical. sargeant. And then I had a younger
brother who served in army, also, but it wasn't the 442. It was/with
another outfit. Ua.ygmf the war, but he ended up in Germany inaNev‘H"

F‘Wl&nd '.

Q What was his'name?
A Eddy, Edward Tanaka. gSo there wefe three of us that served in the U.S. Army
during World War II. In St. Louis, where I grew up, there were four Japanese
families. I really didn't get to know any of them véry well. Consular, of
family of the Consulate, two other people who ran a restaurant. And I think
there was a herb medicine man, doctor. Our family got together once a year.
£ Maybe Christmas or whatever. The children, myself we ne§er got together
g}ﬁjA maybe once a year. But we really didn't know each other.'Yi grew up essentially
‘ ‘: ( w{ph Germans, Italians, French;i This were essentially the St. Louis population.

Of course there was a mixture of all races but strongly Germans and Italians.
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A And this is where I grew up‘;n a German neighborhood really with the Italian

neighborhood just around the corner, over the hill.
' ML Ao

Q Did you have any identification with Japanese culture, at all? ” Chedt™

A No, no. ‘I'he folks was‘Mecome Americanized and maybe tth over did it.
I fedY t hut*r&\they wanted us to learn Japanese, but there §5=‘Bo Japanese
schools in St. Louis, Missouri. 86 j 4 studied German in high school and
college. I think its not proficient, adequate & German, but“ to serve
me later. I went to schools there; grammar school, high school, S-nlszﬁ;;jSQ
éf St. Louis.

Q Before W.W.II broke out was there any evidence of prejudice out there? (

A Theiiﬁé&dsome prejudice. It wasn't strong, in certain instances. For
example you couldn't go to certain areas. Like one or two.plgces had t@boos
there, very limited. The only two places I knew of were the swimming pools
over at thefggzé.Park Highlands and another siigning pool_din town. And that
was off limits to Orientals. Other then that there were no other restrictions
that I knew of in St. Louis. Friends and so forth were very sq?bportive, or
the neighborhood got along very well. There were just no problems.

Q Did your parents talk of Japan or tell you stories? Did you have any
identification with Japan?

A There were very little discussions about Japan in the family.. I think they
came from rather severe conditions back home. After the war they did
mention to me something, somewhat, my mother came from a broken home, remarried
and so forth. I'm not quite clear om it but she evidently was not happy
because'LZcond father or what you call it. My dad evidently claimed he was
the son of a sakai foreman. But the whole area, uJﬁiS?ﬁif which was a
southern island,[{ear ’Nk"‘K‘. , I understand, bad been depressed in this
period, economically;and $es- many Japanese left there. I guess even people
from other countries leave depressed areas, SO they came to the U.S. looking

for a new source of livelihood.

Q So you felt that you were, 1ived here, but absorb in living the American
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Q dream of having their own business and doing well. Would you consider them

to be an aristocrat family, or middle class?

: Y~ A I would say the lower middle class. we¥£a$ in a good neighborhood. We iE
./ab(+ had od;_;;;rhome, two bedroom, bungalow about a block away frmmgéﬁaéz Park.
ﬁéﬁ? It was nice and quiet. It was really a nice area. We were in the middle
1‘&? A income group, had car and so forth, house such things. Boy scouts, got to
e be a star scout, that was as far as I can go. My younger brother became
A“D an Eagel. My older brother was a Life scout.
Q In December 7, of 1941, what was the reaction in St. Louis? What was your
reaction and the city's reaction? Do you remember?
A
n ; : L
WWWWM
1‘1&‘;&l;;;i-‘;-;;l;; 535;325-1lﬁ'ﬂﬂlliEEié-gﬁb§8?fi§;T “There WowW not ’"b&!
too much they could do. Many of them understood my situation. I mean =l “ﬁyvk
astsmmile. the family situation, the Germans and the Italians &‘.;&* under = S—
gone similar., relevant situations that we were g in, in WW I! penn B "‘H &/
the watg “I‘:egar{ over there, Germans and Italians were single out and chased
around and so forth. So there was quite a bit of understanding. There 16“
was quite a bit of understanding from the neighborhood and from the people. \‘\~
It was quiet. ‘There was no rock throwing or repatriation, or yelling or 1?
/ anything of that nature. ‘29
: A Q I understand your parents changed the name of their restaurant? -
_lé;é A Yes, the FBI right after Pearl Harbor, about two or three days later came , b
'%gﬁ«yd around and the c ecked our whole bank accounts, and 3y that time,AFg‘?;:IL
A;'ldm( oF understandinghs-be“good Gﬁ_relation; gAmy fo‘lic_s)weﬁh&t_ma.s—an&ﬁm

—hrt—rTT T at by —geshy—they fad better change the name of their restaurant
VAR
from Tc@}o Restaurant, and so they changed it to :517 American W&ﬁ-

Mo that they we3d not be stigmatizecbb-y—tﬂ!‘ﬂam%_ So they
changed the name of their restaurant and they kept open. The FBI closed

the restaurant for about two weeks to check on the books to see if their

ST

bank books balanced, to see if the money had been spent to buy bonds or go
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A to: & :gi;ttuus group, or whatever;nsimply found "clean", so,let us go back

A
b// to work. And we were left alone, and we stayed in St. Louis. We were not
put in relocation centers because that oﬁﬂ§!§¥§ Japanese Americans or Japanese

&(D American families that were in the military zone. We were not in aay such-v

zone.

Q What was your reaction when you heard the Japanese were being evacuated on

the West coast? How did you feel? ; =

212 RhA We thought the next move would be to move the families inland out to the
vauj'/ relocation centers. We were stunned. We just didn't understand it. I
2&3%&&% had just about to finish law school and I couldn't comprehend how they could
:gﬁ:;&;ﬁ;u move i Japanese American citizens. They might do that

to Japanese who were not citizens but not to Japanese Americans who were
]30 citizens. This was uncomprehensible to me. I was trying to get more

‘information in detail but in the mid west there was not too much information

coming through from the west coast. All the move%fcourse were in the news-

papers; all foot laying types some of the underlaying legal aspects.

Q How did you first hear about the 442nd, and what motivated you and your
brothers to join the Army? i
A I had applied for a job in Washington DC with the government. Couldn't
get one locally because of the nature of the war ammunition and air craft
factories there. There were little oéVtﬂbee to take on of American, of
Jépanese descendent. I looked in other areas and they were also little
ﬁéii&, so I applied in the government, and they said, sure come on over to
Washington DC. So I moved out there. I went to Washington DC and I worked
for &hg:i23 Administration for about six months. To getB$§*<to St. Louis,
I found out about that time, {éEgglégl&_szsg_zg}g&fggz_because they had
closed the draft begmd, six months earlier, /losed the opportunity to A%
Japanese American citizens even to volunteer for the services./(g-—that c‘f""(
avenue was closed. So I went to Washington D{ esmwee-I applied for a federal

job and I was accepted. So I worked for the 4@)023;inéstratisa.&hat—f-fiﬂatiy

. - C-
ended—up. I jag applied at the’drale_)Qa.rd' I rr—to~sagistopemd=T found
that they had open the draft again.
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Q When was this? ‘ o
| ke L
A I believe in September of 1943. I had not known that the 442nd was being
planned. There was nothing in the pape® of this nature.

4 ~
ZQ‘% Q You thought you were joining a intefgrated army unit?
dud fip A Yes, I didn't know I was going into a segregated unit. I thought I was "
ww T
?c,(t,w,&'fd going into the Army or Navy or anywhere. Just the arnf) sebvices. \

Wit

/ Q What was your reaction when you found out you were going to be in a R

segregated all Japanese American Unit? Were you happy or sad?

Zk:l A I was really upset. I felt this was segregation. Just didn't fit well
':‘\)&‘%‘ﬁ{' for me. Well, I wanb*to volunteer and fight for my country and if I have
ﬁm"z‘%ﬂd to fight in a segregated unit I will do so. But I really didn't appreciate _

being segregated.

Q When you joined the regiment for training were there any certain culture
shocks, being that you weren't exposed to Japanese culture and here you

were with a group of men very much exposed and now the Western group of

l/ people who have lived in Japantown and Hawaii [how did you react to that?

at was your experience? g r
ht out of St. Louis and Washington,DC, the only two cities

: sau!cti (i:; & I my learning came out of books so that suddenly, boom, I'm ‘Rx
swvounded by |l out of the so called Caucasian majority culture and suddenly .I'm in this

c:\?‘m\zqt& segregated 442nd Regimental Combat team. I'm surrounded suddenly by Japanese

) S Americans. Its like looking in a mirror and I see 5,000 of me, and I've J'. A_

never seen this many before. I didn't really quite understand or know how
to live in this type of set up. But I quickly found it was quite ;ﬁ‘iia:b“l*e
and really quite 'very pleassant. The Hawaiian group I didn't quite under-
stand though. They used up_:.bﬂ pigin English, it was really ti(ﬂmatic to
me in the sense I didn't understand them. I would listen and listen, ¢
then I said, gee, they must be pretty qupid Peogle,hbecause their English
:@ so poor. I found out later thougg)"st\;.]tl Wat my- reacting, was
prett;y--good,r——ove:r-\‘eacting on my part. Cause later on, I had a chance, wesees
Sstmd a group of officers who wanted me to mtter( for them,

not g\regulation, but I did it for them. I use to read the letters of the

R M ni e T Sl Ky R it e e e R ——————
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/ A Hawaiian Japanese A&my~e "'heir letters were grammatically correct. There

| W nothing wrong with their English. W—Wfﬂ?m”*

| —_yoLybiring—etver—Thej-were=baaudiiyl, It was quite different from their
now
speech. 1In other words they really knew English. “-knew what the hell was

going on, ﬁe lEngl:i.sh grammar, but they wouldn't speak it. I didn't AT
understand it. I still don't to this day. 3

L]

Q Can you give us examples of pigin English? What it meant?

3\ 2 ' My recollection of the few words in Hawaiian, I recall, I remember hearing
ow gy during the war in Italy. Ehe walkie talkie radio operators, and they would -
tal &3 on :
¥

wiikit +aik( @l &et on to the radio and I had mentioned to this fella from Hawaii that this
: bolt doesn't catch the shells properly, and we need a new Tommy gun bolt, and
we need some more ammos for the Tommy. Thompson submachine guns we're talking
about. So he gets on the wlkie talkie and I'm listening to him send this
message back to the rear and he says, '"Hama, ha("q‘ommy gun bolts’ -
and then®*he would throw in some other Portuguese or Japanese words.
Q Could you repeat that again slowly, hama ham,;ma?
A Tommy gun bobféhu, the U's a Jananese ending on a noun. You can't say bolt
Tommy gun bolt, you can't say that in Japanese so you say bolt su. That's
the way you round it.off to making Japanese__7 \Jl:l’n?_'. ‘»'Of‘z course Tommy gun |
bolt su ham'*t\na something or whether you know e*?f_aying is rush like hell. |

We need a Tommy gun bolt aﬁherel W/ [&;‘; e

.

He's telling them to hurry up?
S
Yeah, in Hawaiian and then he threw in some Japanese words on top of it. ) We / -
have been using the Hawaiians before that and after that exclusively on the
by U 4 Y
walkie talkie and on the 300"~because they spoke withpinaca{i)—whese even
| the Germans, they just could not understand them to what -the hell we're
talking aboua They might get a ggb'mm& o‘ something but they didn't know
one word or the other&hat' was going on. It was never written or deciphergd )‘J'“ﬁ'

i | AnA ¢ }
never could understand it. Even I couldn't understand it. |

b, 9 .

!

Q What was happening when you were, were you with K-company for training

purposes, was this at Camp Shelby?

A In camp you were mot—asedigued-to—any—rifie—tompany. JOU-weses in a
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P
A rookie school and &EJ,‘;'MM training. They have provisional company's
there. I don't recall the names of any company. But it was not K-company
or such. We #ewe,trained for about three months or more and then you
would go on to maneuvers and other types. When you say train it runs for

about a year. This was a little longer then usual because I think they

were still testing us.

4 s :
Q This was at Camp Shelby? “ I|1 M'
A Shelby, Mississippi, Nexirt—des—ber{td)=Mississippi.
TN
Q Were you aware while in Mississippi of the (?) segregation? .
. 358 A Oh yeah) from the very beginning we come down there and we unload, we
0. UG AN
gﬂ‘w were labeled here Japanese Americans an;—were considered Caucasians or
\u}‘““" Whites."l""You were not to go back of the buses, you will not use the drinking
§ i
D\"‘,&f‘" fountain marked coloﬂhc;r nor will you use the bathrooms marked color”or
',LW‘

blacks. They didn't say blacks, they said color}b You will not use those.

You were considered as a White.

ohat 4 o ax Yok o that”
3065 Q Were you offendegl ':Dy‘ that?

.OLNMW A Ve were a little‘;'dpset, we didn't understa;nd, many of us didn't understand

-u' ‘\.'\“\ ;

';J\m“é’b“' what h%:lall meant because this type of segregation just didn't go on. I

« Yarut I SR g

M“l’ i didn't understand',myse}f and here I am from St. Louis,:,segregated town :

where I have been segregated somewhat before, but it ha\‘é'IJ'SJL'G1'\b‘3§}__‘lr-a-"m

trts X0
to my attention. In other words here they prefer the pmee slai:s,@ Negro.
They didn't use the term Black. I;hxﬁﬁ use the term vcolord.I have never really
thought about it. I learned about,‘discriminatioi&wﬁ*en I joined the 442.
e

I was almost as if I was a third person there. Cause this way I could see
ap R, TP o i
L\now what was going on. It was quite i‘;an" coming from a sort of naive
5 oNniliini Mg 3 &

secluded position, St. Louis,and going 'y there.

Q I understand that the regimental commander said that there would be no
dating of black or white women by the 442. Is that true to the best of N{M
' f~

d your recollection? ‘%ﬁa;"’&W\c;d*M‘
282 / A I didn't hear that. I don't know. I don't think it really «% The uys
mr;c]}’g from camp were goiqg out with women:white, black or yellow. They won get
et ﬂ"(—*r '

Lo O0ver

et vacK 1nto achon

|

L

2 pa g ion -y e -
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A dates when ever they pleased. They wouldn't use the bathrooms and sit on
buses up front and so forth. They weren't too héppy with this situation.
They understood discrimination. They just wanted to get their training
over and get into action. So they really didn't want to create an incident
Some of us were really upset at the whole thing. I don't know if it ever

came to a confrontation.

'Q When did you enter Camp Shelby?
A I believe it was in October 1943

Q This is the conclusion of side one

D r This is side two. I want to ask you about the training in Camp Shelby.

Did you have a sense that the unit in your unity was trying to prove

something even during that training period?

015' Yeah, we were. A strong sense that we were on the spot really and kind A
ﬁé;',l;;“’g’ of critical. I -mean that you had to do well and 99-100% wént through
:Jva{cfi/n‘ni this, there were a few exceptions, probably I was only one and maybe
:“IMGL“’" o others, but we didn't goof off totally. I wouldn't cause I didn't
‘LMP CVR like to do it, then I would be picked up put on KP or whatever.

! 035 Q I understand that you wére one of a few people wh‘o were, lazy?
:;slgyi:c:u& A I don't know if it was lazy. We rationalized. ¥ from Salinas, he was :
. yoof05F in I-company, and he and I kind of buddied around. And we both decided om
‘;ﬁg\la‘LTw training, we could use sm‘— training but we had haase:craining early in
"\ﬁ*il;m:/‘ the Boy $couts,easdy—in gur lives. And we really didn't need it now.
‘ Some how wexwind up servicing the Service Club up the hill, while the other
1 d&b guys were out marching. Of course we were caught and was put on KP and
' so forth. Lloyd and I ﬁm we realiy went through the training and

picked up a lot of real sense later on. W
SRt ety TR = OO T UL T T rerbnmiiabm

?

Q But it turns out later, what happened later?
A Lloyd and I were good friends. We went overseas. Eventually I became

acting first sargeant for company K, and Lloyd became acting first sargeant
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A €ompany I. i :
ot TR Trryweysslloyd was killed in action 0.
‘ Srsbon, Vi sl

o ds = ‘»U: 6&5(,0 M}-—X

QI heapd that many records were’set by the 442nd for marching, marksmanship
at Camp Shelby. What happened on the marches as well?
P Yeah, often when I was assigned to p#ll targets I was often on the other

end shooting targets and I became an e marksman myself. I hit a
yJO L bunch of bulleyes, cwﬁh%ﬁ::: am-well miss the targetsg.gl ;
Hog oot get Ha Yogase, Dismona ., s
Q WHMNWWAD"M va“"?“‘
A Yeah, that means t red flag f the damn

target completely, [ far o ‘;gu 3-%-& the red flag.

That means you can't shoot worth a damn? .
)

087 A You can't hit the rear of a barn with a snow shovel. But at any rate, I
v as h iy @0 Sl e 0
hecama «:‘2 became an expert marksman, that's ; su':pl:i& ing-goal, un-ei—l I realized that
2ot marksn
tr A out when they found out that when you can shoot so darn well they put you in
ot thot N
W:f';c“* we wt man. I say great without knowing what a point man is. That's

the first scout. That's the guy that goes first when you hit the line.

Q What happens to them often times? MM"")

[ Y8
A They usually let th @1r;st scout”go through because they

, A 200 d» S0 [-eet
§$ The’('? f about 25 yards apart and mo in front of
the company.

MYou go in front of the entire company when you hij the
&fm P line,af course,the& I didn't realizﬁﬁr{expert marksman is[incked
t‘g‘\tai}lf Y because he's a good shot{:.n p‘lnti The enemy would usually ‘algways let you
‘)of"l go through. They know and we know that one or two guysm that important.
w&':‘t‘lg:', They wanted to know what else is behind these t:::'lokers coming up on J)Vk
v 1

top. S 11y let i h b in d b
op o they usually le y ut yo wa&s E anger because \aqﬁ 9%
cut you off en t 11 wipe yx out( M
LIS g
youjhear anything gv‘!ﬂg-un you hit the ground and start scramblingh
,{0

u“ ; M"ﬁ
Q Anything else happen back in training that was humerous or would re ect, :«ﬁﬂ

| you mentioned the term... M(’.fi;(\@ 0{"

\ : v

d\d"’\ A In training the desire to finish 100%Z and to do it correctly and properly e %\

AV and to beat the training time and the distances were really strong. And

; w%f ¢ ‘ X o : -;ng
.Ho ﬁn\s 1000 +Wey all hdped gach other do Sni'sh 335 e S
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9//( A the guys, even if as we were learning the 10 or 15 miles hike or force >
march, start full field backed marches, some of the guys would buckle and C?
weave and we'll just grab them by the elbows escort them in to make sure :

everybody finished and this way by God everybody finished. We never left

anyone Qout on the trail. Everybody came in and on time.

Q Any other incidents of interest during training? How about gambling?
Were you aware of any gambling? I understand thousands of dollars were
exchanged during evenings entertainment.
A Oh yes, the floating craps games went on in excessively right after pay
day. They would go on the first week then it wouid taper off because they
would have no more money floating around. But I didn't gamble too much. - “rk i

The game, gambling went on in the Army.

Who were the better gamblers, the Hawaiian boys or the Mainland boys?
A I hear you. I think the Hawaiian boys were about 10 to 1 stronger, better

11l
HWEG 3N
e \g el ¥
alt oud
W\ Uy

hefty, go for broke type gambler then the Mainland guys. I don't have

statistics to back that up, but they really went for broke, go for broke
they did in training, they did in fighting, they would#M. go for broke in
gambling. They really went all out. .

I understand that the same applied to the senoritas?

A Yes, they really loved the girls too. You might have a 4'10:,,5'2"
Hawaiian guy go after ;géée girls and she might be 5'6", 5'9" and they
might be dancing around that floor like crazy. They wouldn' stop for

o

anyone. They went for broke on the dance floor too, and they were good

dancers.

/ They live very hard, played hard and soldievkvery hard? . : I qﬁ*

'!5b(qu A That's correct. They did everything all the way, and they really worked | L
% hard when things had to be%gd‘, they didJ-They did not compromise. I 1 (/
don't know how to say this, they just did not. They wént all the way. |

! \);w MthprWm TN ast o
Q Did¥ycu nggti% hoJ tgé Hawaiian boys set the precedent, obviously ttey had

fought in North Africa, the first in combat and they have already proven
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. .
-
Q themselves and so they were probably for a short while. the season veterans
N 4
of the 442nd would follow : f

A Yes, we didn't have any of those from North Africa but they had brothers

and relatives in the 442nd which was about ito 1 from Hawaii, the Islands. XO,
o S
17C There were about 1500 Mainlanders and% from the Islands in the 442nd g‘
P N\ s ¥
:f:ll_ll\,_)‘z d’ the beginning !Aan. Many of thewg had brothers or relatives who M k
v \"\(‘%‘750\ * A : v
L Pl with the 34th Division in North Africa ead“fhey ha‘ds'e‘en N
L ‘ ] .
WAt g
\ﬂc»\f action. They carried this feeling and sense of mission over into training
.‘\ . l .x* l
and they ade-(—'-) the rest of us. %treally carried it over. It came
essentially from the Hawaiiaﬁ group. o‘
Pt ‘\c\
Q Why do you supposed that was that they would probably follow the same trfnd?
A Probably because; they were never interned, never relocated. They were
essentially free men:—j’ I don't say this in with degradation of the Mainlanders
because the Mainlanders fought just as hard, but they didn't have this frame
of reference that the Islanders did._  The guys from the Mainland like myself
course we didn't know about the 34th Division. We didn't know of the 100th
fighting in North Africa. E:a had no models,-nothing to guide us. We just \V
were on our own. The models we had terrible because all we knew was
that we were being relocated, about to be relocated or we were under suspicion. ’_'
, i‘”o This fact was reinforced from the fact that the, I know that working with
| seargc dirt e A X . :
e o mine, later on with the rookie schcol training first.sargeant after the war,
‘-am‘u a G Ve
' wcH’ on I taught to them at great Jlength about training and the war days and he
A
i Mw . 2
i‘f;\“zpokib' said that did you knowqall through rookie training, yourwere under surveiémﬁ
(cheel 4¢ - ”

ALV I said what do you mean? He said’I as the firs had to write a
leyal ty H ks g5
report on every man in rookie school down on fea.].de-be-rg, Mississippi into a




vote

wdS

W""a'
at<
L-" Ku\’U

"A mail box. Now this report went to the Pentagon, describing what he thought xfl
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were loyal and disloyal Japanese Americanss ° .

-

Q Where did his authority come from? Was that directly from the Pentagon?

A I didn't know where his authority was, but he was under orders to issue"

>

this report monthly.

i ot _eis By o~ 2 medter 7 pds
Houe 1O A'X \F R
Q I didn't know that

A This is new. I didn't know about that.. That's because they didn't quite
trust Japanese American soldiers. I understand that they discont:mued it
after a while but 'ﬁle beginning they were sending these reports -Go And

- .

this is what that m'Eargeant was telling me. That we were all under

surveifance, particularly the Kibei, that's a Japanese American citizen ef*

fewer T who had gone d@els to school in Japan® and had come back to the ’J>

States.

[ ‘,
Q there any other instances other then what you have mentioned in training? Q‘)

A Yes, one time, we lived in barracks and there were a bunch of guys in the ‘)
\

barracks I don't know how many about 24-30 people I don't know how many, a '(

bunch of gu)i.ﬁhe barracks next door qh&ty getting M= bored so "‘

W two of us Ot On tOp GlmbliGuiswies =eop of barracks ameé () : 9,
w e bvnko 1 : A

they tore up all of our beds and bunks after we had fixed it up for&nspectio& 5@

e ., #8 W veren't going to let thisr by u“'f;?iiced,' pThe next &

time whea they were ggee at mess, : \

)
alamander stoves one on each endA'{these are pot-belly,iron stoves

»

Japavels
with Achimney going up the roof. So we got up on top, this was newnd.

-~




e 15 & amrhe]5nt

cold m even down South. Qw SPBHT,

MA.L
el

Then we got:“off

After

[V o M.
a few minutes umaﬂm-ﬂﬁ-hﬁaﬂ this muff ~ oom, boom, et H’
s vr goof on the
was greabmey the time got back, all the i
[ ‘ "

Htng, Prdoradow o
the pipe —Wt of the‘ front door of the salamander stove since it M
ot whid.

\

aﬂgt out &hewewsis the Abrick&== all over the bunk house. The

ool
-“bunkgmred with Gh.‘ht Now you gotta be ready for inspection

the next day spic and span and clean or youregm:ar fvem%op&e
KP or latrine dut)p W .

eseemtiadly., Our beds were never touched after that. M

Bl

Q Was there anything else that was funny, maybe good nature competition?
Were the Hawaiian boys separated from the Mainland boys?
A No, not really, we really got along, Hawaiians and as well as the Mainlands.

~
We had names. We were known as Kogytonks. They said that if they hit us

~\
in the chin and we fall over and hit the ground, our heads woud go koxtonk.

The sound of a coconut hitting the or something. So
—

all the Mainland guys were called the ko’ftonks. All the Island guys were

known as Kanakas g, m .

o s

What does that mean?
A I don't know to this day what it means, but I just call, them kanakas. But
we really got along very well. I don't know how to explain it. There was

no friction.
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Q Were there rivals between the training companys?

8 whholino

A Yes, there was and also between the Ct-ehe«e’ No bitterness or anything,

just a friendly rival. Our company was better or our squa’fd was better |
then their squaia. I guess this wasl"general part of Army training program.
But anyway we enjoyed it. We really felt that we were better then the \

other group. »

)
Q In the movie, "Go For Broke", with Van Johnsfi‘.’t gives you the impression
P 45
initially that the white weren't very happy assigned to the Japanese
regiment. Were there any evidence of that or prejudice or overt things?
A I really didn't run into any prejudice or overt things of that nature.
I think there was a little distance at the beginning and a loofness & J
the stat‘r. I think once we got overseas, got into action, it wasn't a
hooles
question of €=ies. I didn't think it made any difference whether you were
white, yellow or whatever. It was what you were doing in combat that

Mt
matter gyl Reallyﬁidn' t matter,

Q What was the average height of the Nﬁ'sei soldiers of the 442nd?

' A I read some place it was 5'4". But being in the regiment, I could swear

QA -

uier o that it was closer to 5'2". I'm 5'6" and my shoe size is 8 and half. \/
i rocafl
S UPPLHING |

“qz, i, And I woul r, I wish I had statistics or@allvp report on this.‘ Most ﬁ
yrtires - ' Y

§IiZTEDS i

" 2 M ‘
of the guy¥ 5'2" ameeabhey wore about a size* shoe,ibecause they use to
go bare foot a lot:, X-I-s-was a double or triple E.AM shoe )] The

quartermaster had a terrible time supplying the 442nd. ¥ The search for a

\ w j
134neck witi== 14 neck at the most. | I wear a 15, 15 u.nost of them

didn't get that big and the sleeves were about 30" instead of the regulation
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J
A * 32 or 33. ([t was much shorter. The qartermaster we-hady had a terrible
N

time supplying the group.

(

f‘
‘ Q Did you have a company tailor that would alter the ovep size uniforms? g‘x é
, Cut the sleeves down? “’ “_WAW

/55(4\ f A They never had a company tailor. You had to go. toéeeld.esh.e:-g or some place
:,cwtgzw if you didn't really want to look like the sad sack in the area. You would
h%w; have to go there and they would chop down the pants and tuck in the crotch

et

\’:f“;:fzcg and pull down the shirt or cut off the s.sleeves or pull § up‘ww

S0 OW 3

combat it didn't matter. You roll it up or tuck’ it Q. You just“,tuckA

(W) v ¥ in your combat boots. What mattered though was the weight. We just e
cls L Jigry "‘Jr‘
: didn't like light weight garments Ghd-mg in winter m'thennhave heavy (

sl weight|because of quartermaster problems getting supplies together, or getting

them down to us. 2

wanted the heavy weight th s in theXlost: Battaliongrea in the middle

of France she snow heavyfweight stuff M

)
MAarved do ‘wm“a- Yllte,
S TTETTen we dvn'? need the heavy weall{ stuff, and.maway our light

Ao ip= o Jviic ,
weight clothesL It seems to be shd situation. !Our gear was alwd about

““(’"’“ [ wuu-‘\?"! é
three to four months behind us because of the’odd size mo

A N

because we were so_short.

Q Were there any other instances during training that were funny incidents,

of interests to the readers?
A Well, I don't know if it would be of interest to the reader. The ethnic
habits, food for example, trying to get something as simpiey=io tlie—GgEoupe=

wothnio-lnaid® soy sauce, sho yu)in Japanese, in Chinese its soy sauce. It's
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Wo-Jo

made from sea weed I understand, soy beans. It was hard to get tisheedrean
A
because of the war. They didn't manufacture ti#€ts. the states and in the
*l,bowllon
Island too much because of the war. So they would take
powder and J4wme make i&.concentrate and it would be very powerful and
very salty and it woud‘be a simulated soy sauce,and they would usethis.
n .

And of course\we would@ln-l all of our flour, all of our potatoes to get
rice from the local area, u.\in training and overseas. We would just
~boid potatoes and flour for rice at every opportunity and we would use

bouillon
Ce—ron powder to make simulated sho yxu.

W ®

How was the cooking in the Army? : Vi

Usually lousy, but evéry now and then we run across a cook who was really
good. Bare was this one time we had n K-company. He was sent up, = |
/

I don't know how he got out of regg‘mental

he was really 4 good cooks:
headquarters but he was in K-company. He‘was a tremendous cook and we
were hitting a point near the end of the war when we were running low on

riflemen. WTWWLWW. gy *

LY V\.b“{—’
think—-#t~Was. We had to pull the cooks up to the lines gnd you Eaalt

imagine the consternation K-company felt when they saw the best cookPup on
‘,.t S\

the froml line‘ﬁ\ Really, it sounds ridiculous. ,When we saw a good cook as
’\ i g

g riflemen in the front lines) /It really blew our mnds. We really can't

\
take thisl,gecause he cam% be up ‘here,c.aasa he hadnto be in-the back

there making apple pie or whatever we needed when we got back. But hex"e

&
he is up there and sure enough he ?d.lled Now this is really, ie—seounds /
Sunay, It's just ironic.‘ We didn't want him up front. We wanted him back l

How ol ﬁu}\ L edS
in the rear. He was very important to us.|” Wewere just very sad. He was m

el




—
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: g
A excellent, really a~ve&3» excellent cook. Not to say he wasn't a good soldier
o 3 kB ;
P et
up front., We just felt he should have stayed back"a..g..m-h.

Q Is there anything else you could relate. We have very little left on

government training. Most of what we found wasn't all that funny. The

only they would remarked.on is that he was interesting. The clash between
the Hawaiian and the Mainland people. Were there any other incidents,

maybe in the town?

I really didn't run into that. I heard that there was a clash between the
Hawaiian group and the 69th Division. This was right after I got into

camp. I heard that there was a brawl, or something and then it was forgotten.
You don't forget it completely. I mean soldier, GI's, they're under stress
or strain get bored or whatever, and everybody's going through the same

old (?9 all time. But that the same old stuff, but you know. It's not

like being a civilian where you can do thi.s or that.amiThe %e&
gets to you)and so you,I guess you just release it through fight or whatever,
get drunk, whatever. And this is one of the things. I don't know, whether
it was a racial thing. I doubt]f.It could have been. They might have

been calling names or things but from what I gathered it was over after

the brawl. The tensions were released. I was down at the camp for a

couple months and I never heard about it again. The relationship, I

would work and mingle around the other groups and divisions'ceiied SroupSemm

no problems,

Q This concludes this side of the tape.

e ——

—/f?Q This is tape jinterview number two side one. Ch@t this is the end of your

7-@@&*2] aidal
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Q training, and after training did you directly go overseas?

A We went over right after training. We went to Newport( Newsﬂ, where
we debarked. We got on aboard on Liberty ships, e&hetﬁe liberty boats
AL — oy wtng

®%6- built in a hurryq little bitty boats. I think their top speed was

12 knots per hour, about 13 miles per hour. It took us 28 days to get

across. We were with a huge convoy. There must have been w&

.A}W 5 prban ol oAl
ships, andAcan only go as fast as mvet(ship.lnd the slowegfship'wes-

: Tiee ot
).h‘-ke-‘-ho-m It just seem that way, of course. clidtedeadudlollim

-~
dla-ped cruisers, sub da;‘ers, submarines, everything you can name was floating

)

o
along side wiride us:zooming in and out on the way over. It took us 28 dazslu'

was a long time. I was not sea sick to the point of thro}wing any of my

meals away. But I was really nauseated. At the time a good friend of

mines, Koble Shoji. He had just graduated with a bachelors and he was
ﬁkum
interested in education. I think he went back Jated td become a principal

of a school, something like that. Anyway he had broken his arm in training
; S ehind e bt

and just as we're suppose to leave. He could have behind e~

he dggé didn't want to be left in the states. So he came over with his

broken arm and all,.nd e became good buddies,‘ going” over, asmsd 'Fc;r the first

two days he didn't eat at all, broken arm or not, he just wouldn't eat.

We were just violently ill. I would try to # him some soup or something

' wirdo
just to Mhim some nourishment. After a&tﬂ.—?‘week he started to eat.
\ -

.
\

He still couldn't move his arm very well. =Sl R i gl -~

-
- gL \ and not O © > & _ e g ‘ o= T Sy ) s w’.
T T -

~ g = wl O O D - Cd = »

“rrys—deserr All kinds of gambling and so forth went on. One enjoyable

W\;}’. X
C’

"o

V

Lo
¢ We ended up & Naples. ° Thtteidatanide M :




woe
A experience kes coming J at night eet=of~x—hede where we were sleeping. L. I {

A
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[We sl?,l?on bunks. I was five up. I decided that if I get sea sick I was
going to get s:,ick on top. I didn't want to be on the bottom bunk if
somebody got so ‘I grabbed the top bunk) So anyway the story I want to ?
get to is a very brief, nema gmsme story about coming‘ deck for fresh

w
air at night because we got all this foul air down the hol‘ where we got

hundreds of sick guys, SFs—dewm—tiere~DTING rransferrcd—ovver—tmrtiese

vy couldn 't snokoeifeiire—amoitengmtanter WIS T 01, T ITTts—whet—thoy

ealldt aboard Shipy—NeUelimilymphaotically nower—ew, So you go up on deck
vbber

for fresh air. So what's interesting at night for a land‘&m!-,-ai?m

look over the side of the rail mid ocean, M see

Lot Jlon «
flurescentcﬁam floating by, lighting bugs downlrbottom of the ocean,

underneath the shipl going by. To watch it was just amazing. We didn't

ok
know all this plantXlife had light andlf:hings.

EL ; i ; ; ol RIS S

W}Wuring the day, )(Jge jelly fish
et %'7"‘"'
thalesl and things

I-see some huge‘ things”off in®» the distance. Then there were/fsounds and
oF ARe= « !

madmﬂ-ﬂre—strbpmﬁ—wmw We assumed they were large

fish and friendly. But this was our trip going over. Mostly we played

cards, told tales and got to know each other well. And it was 28 days

of this. All this time’ the ship was rocking and rollin'g.udWe finally

hit Naples on the 28th day. We had a couple alarms about attacks) ut

Mwouw@
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Q Did a lot of the people in the 442 geﬁ sick?

A Yes, quite a lot. I'd say 2/3 were sick. But not everyone left to be
'at the side of a rail. You can get sick without doing that. You really
don't feel like eating. When they serve lunch and supper comes along,
we were told by the sailors the veterans that you shouldn't eat the gooey,

greasey stuff, just bland solid food. Just keep it going 5own. Would
be better for you. So I just kept doing that. It was gbod advice and

it worked. Essentially a lot of us were mild searEick, about a third.

Q@ During your stay at the training camp was there any talk about what was

going on in the internment? California or Arizona?

iHip A Going back, there was talk. The guys who had families there, the Mainlanders.
ey 2 Many of them, in fact 90%:‘/z;;re would always be concern from families ],f’/’
WYY L1ed o)
é£i$ﬁ1u W {back at the relocation centers. [Of course they didn't want to talk too -
LAY \

much about it. There was one or two that was quite bitter about it. Course

they were going to carry on. They were going to be okay soldiers. They

were just blowing off steam. If they didn't blow off steam then thats

when you have to worry, ) ? .
<:;;;70nes that blew off steam I'm sure got it out of their system. ‘Ehfre 2
""/
were only a few.\Most of them were just worried about the families. l—’,f"

they were wondering if they were going to move into a friendly or

hostile neighborhood and-so.forth.

It seem like they just didn't know
Maybe it was besf that they stayed
there or get out and go back to their old setting where they wanted to
go. But the Army relocation authority wouldn't permit this. And their

people were worried.




Aside from being worried, were there any sense of bitterness?

I don't know if there was bitterness or not. There were some that were

174

CHOn
g;s{;\t/ - bitter I'm sure.
' )
by :
'uv;"‘““\ €T did run into one fella. Quite bitter openly. I recall now quite bitter.

But in combat later on he was a good soldier. T T T =T b Lo et

r~dUrrr~wmew Most of them were uneasy. They were worried about their

families. Not about them being Japanese Americans in a U.S. Army. zrat
~ g—
m. ' ied,their parents bac

wasn't what was bothering the They were worr . 7

khome and their younger brothers and sisters. And the fact that they

couldn't do anything for them at this distance. I guess the only thing
/;‘% wrns o AL
they oano t!,_'];; keep on doing what theyﬂgﬁ.nLand do it well.

, *Q How did you sense that? It seems to be that, the community at home

Ao wondicade

were depending on the Ngsei generation, uidatesive the older generation)

the Issei generation)u'ag back inwp camp#. They're well aware. it

understand...

A You never voiced this and it was never spoken. But, fin the context,

145

i Ve ‘ the situation everybody understood what was at stake.) Just understooded.
o C}O s RSP

well v

;’\c*"l 5 The fellas that were from the relocation centers in the 442 training I'm

put =7
sure, I'm not trying to read their minds, I'm

way then Wed on later. ’They understood that the

< stakes were high and that they wanted to dc well in the Army/ But there

T S e e ——

.

were never any big show or display or anything of this io'rt or a

ments or any mentioning of it. Nothing of this nature at all.

< knew we had to do it, we just did i

SmiR—
voiced. Butfit was there an
-—

—— -

ust understood. It wasn't

Page 21 Q‘. ?w{:rﬂ
7

ﬂ— /
it was understood, really understood I
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A don't know how to say it. Even though it was never voiced it was understood.

Q Any other incidents that you can remember? D.v}you go over with another
regiment or other group, on the ship? | 4

A I don't recall groups that were with us, rather blurred.‘ All T know is
that there were whole group of GI's on board ship with us.‘ We may have
been with another company.or two, in fact’tn our ship. We know that one
ship I thinkwﬂah'%ttalion was on another ship. I think they had
to dock at Orani, Africa and as we got near there we heard rumors that
they were gonna go to North Africa. The first rumor was that they were
going to fight with the rem:nants of the 100th battalion of 34th. But
then that was quickly quelled; well hell those guys are out of there.
The?fz in Italy ﬁow. So another rumor came up that they were going to be

/ on guard duty or something. Wﬁ payer knew really what was happening.
We &&ttbey landed in Oran and they stayed a day or so and then they

< .
~ nnaal
had to deliver certain supplies off the ships‘m -

.
-

Tt Aumors flow fast and furious in war.

Q Where did you landed?

A We landed in Naples. Naples was a beat up port. It was terrible. The
Germans had left it, they had sunk ships all around. Of course the Navy
and the Army engineers had cleaned it as much as they could and so we
got in close and landed. Of course this had been cléared‘for quite sometime.

L

Q When would that have been?

A I guess sometime, reconstruct time, March, April, March of W '44.
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r—i-pueniie

Q From Naples where did you go? ) e.’r‘o‘é

A Went right outside of Naples about 10 miles to a little town) e
(m It was a staging area. In mmother words)it was a chance
to get our land legs back'm to check our supplies,‘ clean N (WA
weapons,:;gket the sea air out L Make sure everything was in working
order and to regroup, get our units together. That we were all organized
and together and we were in the staging area. I don't know how long.

It seem to me like a week or so.

Q You were anticipating combat. What were the feelings of your men and

yourself? &‘ ‘{ *_

258 A We were looking forward to it. I was, course I &know combat., I

[w(t'g?j had run into a couple guys from the 88th who were on leave w*
‘itﬁlﬂs‘:“\ A —-—ieediuision in Nap;es. And I begin wondering whether I should be
looking forward to it with such anticipation because when I looked at
/ these guys, their eyes were a little distan n&‘.little blurry t’

po s otk o
m seen a whole lot _in a yery short time. Of course they
d‘“' ol

didn't want to talk too muchb irst acquaintance,

b o M~ o o~
Yy R were wise friendlr GIl's wedI} belwith one another. So I talked with
some of the guys  =bwiwilgy over coffe@W- This was my
closest contact up to that point in Naples talking with some other GI.

But we were all, I think, I guess I was representative of the group. I

shouldn't speak that way but I think most of us were looking forward to

our first combat.
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/Q Did you have a sense of how much combat you were about to see or difficult

amounts of it, the tasks?

A We knew we were going to see a lot of combat because we were basing it on

277
[eayned
aonat (f
~oGld
e KX
e
(g™

the stories and the previous history of the 100th batallion which wilmme

@month or so our first battalion. The brothers and relatives and

friends of the 100th, 100th had precede’.?d us into actionb anmé“b‘e?n
in South Italy, Sedeme all the way up to Cas:ino. They fought all the way
and they lost many men and had been decorated many times s by the time .

they B joined us North of Rome. Of course we have heard them & fa
from brothers, relatives and friends, and we knew sort of what we were

going to run into by the type of action they had run into. We didn't know

wa

the same lines that you were being spied on in camp, in training camp that

/ we landed in Italy.
el

Q Did you have a sense that maybe you were being watched by the Army along

isees
quf A No, once we got overseas that feeling didn't exist. It reall’y didn't exist.
.;:2“” 6 Once we were in the staging area, we were briefed by S-II intell%l‘:.e and
i(/&:&:\a% we were told about the different weapons, armair\nents of the enemy. We were

brief'.- M

: °w'hm5 war time rules and regulations. You know the U.S. Army. We were

\ f given a thorough)brief) education program. It was quite raﬁndocrination
program, orientation not indocrination, orientation of the enemy and our
own requirements as such overseas., There were no feelihg of being guarded,

watched or under surveil’ance. None at all.

Q Okay, in this staging area, anything happened of note?

e ———
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A No, we went trhough some training. It seem like back in the states,

Still training, moving up and down the hills and going through maneuvers,

on a minor scale. Not quite a larger scale but similar.

r; What was you impression and the 442's impression of Italy?

A We thought Italy, it sort of nice, calm because we haven't been in action
and little rather warm because we,.pded there in spring and it was
pleasant. It wasn't cold. At that time ‘my immediate impression owesr—sivess
was mofon’ice climate and‘t’lillymx(v?ere a lot of hills. My first

A A
CJsaeidon though, how fast can I dig a swift trench if I have to with the

folding shovel I carried. dmsoubdmbemitiemimemrrtt =TT rre—trrety I

guess g our health depended onaterrain so we were looking 7 ground

» . d
m.. We iR looked

the ground over.

to digginggback in Mississippi.

It seem like it was

AlC .
—-im ground because it was easier to dig into.

j : g ) SJ’ vIT oe
i that if it was too eastthe se? could di@ into it €3Sy, Gl
: o+ Al 19— ’ -

Wg%

By the same token we knew

el

Q I understand it's pretty difficult, ﬁ:;raee-]py-ﬂ Italy towles
on Mhe ‘rocks.
3% A We didn't know of this at first. But itadependx on the arf-:a. We did
} :wg;? run into a lot of rocky areas. We ran into some areas that were lovely
; g’?‘;‘ﬂ and fertile along the side of hills. I guess they mgc{y
\/ - generations. We also ran into, you:;(correct, into many areas we could

use a pick ax. Some of us carried a pick ax. We used the pick side of

-
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A the shovel because it came on the shovel on one end and an pickl"ﬂ'rﬂg-
on the other. It wasn't good for going through M rocks, tivete

“We pile rocks up. That's why we try to move on, hit another big=tt*> §

’ “Ug,
oo 0=s ' f—
area where we could dig or at least get down (@"T=ttrrie~trench or some- 4}— l

v (o St e on Wﬂw

Q You were,the first to essentially hit ti# Southern Italy before the

A
actual link up with the 100th battalion?

-

Covrng "
A That's right, we hedmcome with two battalions, minus our first battalion.

Our first battalion was left behind at Camp Shelby.

Q Which two battalions were they?

A The 2nd and 3rd battalions'aa-o-euu.-

Do you remember wich company?

EFG’A ~—

A TG AM and the 2nd I guess would be W the 2nd. I'm not

sure how they do that. But the first battalion was left behind. pemeia.

m
C|1+ 8")

TheyAwere left behind where?

A In Camp Shelby, Mississippi

Q Do you know why?

A Yes, they were left behind as training cadres for the replacements to

e
L e T e
(M* \

Q Was Colonel J then the Commanding Officer?




Q Do you know who was in command of the 2nd and 3rd battalion?

A I think Jim Hanley was the Colonel of the 2nd. Idorrke=lrow=wiro-rreme

.
Alfred Pircell qemde was the

3rd battalion commander R

Q Can you talk about from the staging area, where did you go from there?

A We moved up{%rom the staging area. We ran into no action. We got all
the way up into a situation where we were trained and ready for action,
and they they said no, you don't go up that way. You gon't go over land.

X \.ﬂz et
They pulled us out of Naples. Put us on Lanés; ft(}CI's little cigar
% (14
) boats, I —t We were pulled out of Naples and we

<4v %0 -
went all ‘the way over é i The time I guess

A )
w2
7 it was in June sometime. I'm not sure. .ﬁe‘geiga%ad been taken by the

e

\% E’olth and the 100th. They had precédedMOIt was cleared before we got
—_—

NN

njeo
there. So we landed in 6&&&‘-’0 without incident. Except all of us was

7
9‘ sickewl these 1anding craft. But they rocked and

rolled us into the harbor, ﬁm—um_ﬁmwﬂﬁ'a

2E Twd SIvE ik Q e T
A This concludes side
[Tl T WhEs 18 October 24,Wmmmm

)\ is for the Go For Broke manuscript. This is the material for the {2)

Cf\a§&b program to provide anecdote for the book. This is type two side number

%\ \N
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three. First side of the second tape. I would like to ask Chd@t, can you"
describe after landing in Italy your impressions of Italy and the Italian
country side?

We landed in Italy in spring =p'44, Naples is rather sparse. It's not ¢

Ha Po V .

rich and fruitful as But

L)
when we got there we has nothing to compare except memories of the areas

back home. Wablimiseopnrsey The oﬂ trees tudeemwismh vere lemonl or
Qe 2
olive To me, they seem to be gwaggewreds They probably had other

cropd but I was not familiar with FY PR,

Was it hot?

Yes, in the summer quite hot. We still had our winter uniforms, wool OD
shirts. We would m:rch and hike, and the sweat would pour through the shirts.
They were great. They would soak up the sweat. But as soon as night, or

the sun went down, it got cool and the sweat would cake on our shirt and

form salt. And the back of our shirts would become white from salt.

How about the nights, did it get very cold during the summer?

Yes, the nights were quite cool. We were on the coast. Some of us has

not experience this from the /ﬁainland interior, but most of the Hawaiian
‘ oy

group and coast Japanese Americans understood this type of ?eather.

How about the winters in Italy?

Winters are something like ¢ the states. : d

What part?

They can get pretty cold. You need heavy clothes, mank“naw'is, wooli,.
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"
A blankets and so forthnif they were available.
" Q Describe a typical ¥ in the Italy country side? You would be marching

all day long, not knowing G-f;gzé’t:onditions and you would stop. What
would be the conditions? The supper, the mess, clean up , routine activity,
the guard duty, describe routine end of a march :

A They vary. There's nothing routine I guess it depends on the day. I
guess on a non-fighting day what you would try to do is start moving up
toward the area you start the combat/action in. It can take you several
days c->r a week to get near there. Sometime you move by truck and some-
times we walk or hike up. Either your marching along, we have control
of the air strip, mainly air space above so that we didn't worry about
enemy airplanes. There might be some recon planes but they usually come

over at night so during the day we would move along the highways, I mean

qu the roads, the dirt roads. We would try tp avoid if we got near the
a‘:g‘dd*o front, we would avoid intersections or water fountains and those places

" cause the enemy had those zero in. When we get to a Gweh—wireck area, it
N

could be a wooded area but we try to avoid wooded areas no matter how
sparsely they may be because shells hit a tree top and blows and they'll
sprinkle shrapnel all over and that's bad. Sé we try to get an open
area. Not an open area where the enetﬁy can see us but some hil
@ valleymm#-wi—rhw we can hide in b:!t preferabllar M
-ho a tree area because amid@a=buwr=e you can't protect yourself too well. ffewasr

We've in as are5 like that. ’

Q Is it the German designed shells that hit trees and fragment and would
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just fall down on you. How did that work?
i s
Yes, the Germans had them and we had them too. called tree burstf.
P

What they would d%‘on contact with anything, when the shells hit, the
do

shells would blow up and they were designe?fgo that when they hit tree

tops, twigs or branches,1€£ey were very sensitive shells and they would

blow, they would blow and shfapnel would fly

-~~~
all over and spray down ward on to the troops. This was the way the shell

was designed. We had them and the Germans had them. These were called

At "
tree bursq”.

Q And talking with other members of the 442, that was probably one of

the feared weapons the Germans had that they could use. 1Is that true?
Yes, particularly when your moving up into an engagemént area, getting
ready to lock wifh the enemy. They used all types. We used the same
thing. We use tree burst madkasigl shells and so forth, and they had them
too. Mostly the Germans had 75's and they had others, 88's were not the

tree burst type. 88's would blow but they were like rifle fire because

3%

they didn't have a trajectory. They had saiesi=sce=t®) that would go in

a straight line.

What is an 88? Can you describe it? Perhaps thats also a feared weapon?

t
An 88 refering to the 88 mi%}meter. But it would be a very high power

canon. Very, very accurate. Would you describe it, the incidents or its

accuracy and the terrible causalties met out?
L)

The 88's ﬁt&;\rery sophisticated artillery piece. wigsix@sk I'm not

trying to speak as an authority on it.,.I rather have the artillery mén
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or the canon people speak‘n The canon or howies had no grooves in the
barrels, whereas, artillery had rifle grooves in the barrels so that the

4
projectile would spiral. I think thats true with the 88's. I don't

o

- know but I think 88's wasWS inches

aEsb
in diameter.uh’-h% had 5 1nchel";>r something like that. But our

.

shell, our artillery didn't go as fast or as sharp as the 88's. The
88's were W S—P_’ )self -propel jor could be mounted on
Uasdh # o - Gan anf - g,

tanks or sometimes just field p1eces. They“versatile instruments.

J e
You didn't have to ﬁehan in the air and track the trajectory[ ad~
wait for them to land some place). You eam aim it like an M-1 rifle and

right Jthe target because they were that straight and powerful, had

& tremendous power, an excellent weapon. Too bad we didn't have it.

£ ] 'r
Okay, there's one incident that comes to mind right now, about a&-

Sally. Can you describe M Sally for us? What you said and what
you heard. Tell us who she is?

We heard a--éﬂ; Sally sometime‘right up the front and sometime
when we were moving out. It all depended and it also depended on the A

) S
wheather conditions and so forth. But m Sally was all in English.

It was not in Japanese or anything. Wom eIt maoabdetoms
© elle Yo e '

She would say, little brown men from Hawaii andzall those w from the

" ¢ 'L
){ainland lepeweve—imonisaws welcome and we hope such and “such you know,

and then she would nostagic about the home, hometown and then she

played some Wtunes and melody and then describés our position,

what company if ‘mewqtll(ﬂu'just to let us know that she,iwrew=er the
Germans, knew l;bout US o ere we were, what position and so forth.

? ]
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Just to create a sort of uneasiness, but we never really got uneas&
nor did we really succumb to her. She really had nice songs that she

La! lom:

- played for us like Sweet dw@y=bennia and all those other war time pieces.

Did you hear a&&? Sally over the radio or PA system?

I'm not sure now in the recollection but there must have b;en a PA
system cause I certainly didn't have a radio and I don't think the other
guys carried one. We must have heard it on the PA system. I think it
must have been through the batallion or.through the company set up. I'm
not sure. Some of the fellas did have access to some captive radios, but

I'm not sure.

You mentioned, funny that they might have given blue chip stamps. It
was a hard sell trying to get you to surrender. Did it make anybody

nervous hearing that they knew your positions, where you would be attacking

the next day or make you curious as to how they found out. : ’?éss

5‘ﬁf? (/—‘;\ No, I was joking. We sometimes, but we were never really nervous by ’,

QUN| @ ;
3 “'{g&:’ t/ Sally. I don't know how she got the information. She had no

«';\,us ¢ : <o

cAut prisoners of ours. Maybe sh%‘gqt somey she must hav%)kncw the regiment.

et

INFC

She knew some of the hometown names,and themrenéandsw=furtiecdiyes Islands.

I

v Wi X
e really enjoyed the music. Siski=timmieyom We weren't desert or gsWe P

it reliaas even green stampsge)

(/’;—~Can you describe youYadversary, the German soldier? What was he like?

\
\
\

4

You talked about on a hill if there was a great deal of movement on a

hill you knew the Americans had the hill. But if the hill was quiet,




Q mysterious and suspicious you know the Germans held it. Can you describe
the German as a fighting man?

2277 KA My;impression, I think this is (?) the German were excellent soldiers.

(- EWATND)

“‘"?gpé There really good soldiers. I think the main difference is that the
GeLv!

S ENT

ey Allied, the Americam soldier, that I knew and the way we behaved. The
Wi ¢

.

ot
e German for example were more methodical good soldiers in the sense that

1 "(Ht
they followed orders. They would just follow the book. So yoq\never,AJZL4Vdj¥&

o~ r{ﬁ»kﬁ&l) ¥ !
according to our army orders you always follog’%he‘ militarymsh{w WW*‘P"{

You never walk on top of a hill cause you get silhouetted. Okay, that's ‘+‘*h~45()
a good rule. Also, supposed to walk along in a diamond shaped formation
at night and tap on your rifle butts to let people know where you are,
that's a lousy rule, from our army. We would never do that. I'm sure
the Germans would have done that if it was in their books, they would
follow it. What I mean is that they will fodlow the book. For example,
moving up to Italy, all the intersections of the main towns, when they
had to withdrawl and all, from town, they would zero in a shell every
half hour, practically on the hour, so we got to know either we stay

away from the intersections and so we would just go back aloné the fields
and we would just stay away from the central town fountain area, cause
we know the Germans are going’to shell there. Not only this, but we

knew they were very methodical so we became unmethodical and we just,

I guess this really helped us to win the war. We jus; didn't follow
their methodical approach. I ggess we just became a bit irrational if

| you can, any war.

S

Q Were they cunning as a fighter, were they brave, you hear of them
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Q recklessly following orders even in (?) talking about what they did.

Can you describe maybe in a hand to hand combat situation, what was he

like to confront?

‘ZQL? A My recollection again depended on the situation for after heavy shelling

M VN
fﬂkﬂ(fﬁ we ran into a lot of Germans who really sufferedlheavy shelling. We run
e MY 4
an.wﬁﬂﬂ across their positions and they were really shelled shock, I mean this
,fLC_I (, “
gt ™ had nothing to do with individual bravery as such but they were so numb

|
‘ from the shelling and concussion and so forth that they were, I guess

so incapable of responding to normal combat positioms, so we could take

them as prisoners. Under normal conditions in the early part of the war

when they had their better troops in for example (?) or some troops like

that, really season troops. They were really good soldiers. They wouldn't

crack or anything else. They would fight back. They were tremendous

solsters. &W N &4..... L lo&%wwh( uvw\ Ma.

il %
'Q Were t:ayzgm Y""“‘JWT

A They were good shots. They would stand there and throw their mash potatoes

and we would throw our pineapples. We just give and take and see sho had

the most.

|
'iQ You mentioned towards the end of the war, there was a change in the
{

type of German soldiers in the units?

[A Yes, I mentioned in the beginning we had met the crack troops and they
|

NYRTE |
e R
x::gﬁiv? were very good soldiers. Near the end of the war in Y44 we were running
o METE
?ﬁ3;§?¥tﬁ into the Pro Valley campaign for example. Well we were still fighting
~ NG
mVﬂf} very well but still they were not the same caliber as in the beginning

of the war when we were meeting them. They had behind their, I under-

M
- i,
o |
«7‘*
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A stand some men, really old men, they could be 60 or 70 years old and

they also had children. They looked like they were about 14 years old

and they would put up a token fight and shoot a gun but not with any
strong direction nor would they stand, and hold the line for very long.
They would crack and run or give up and this is kind of expected. I

-

mean after all their is not the soldier of the so called (?). These

were children and old men. their éﬂarhad een blown out of the allJ
and Jbeing led by arrogant &;M'm We coul n't stand
wte buffwaffe -fz»on

Cha—-boonﬁxthey were @ arrogant. They pretended they didn't belong

on the groundrfhey really didn't. I don't know where they belong.

But they were trying to lead the children and the old men. It was

rather pitiful near the end.

—

Now were there any instances that would be in capturing the soldiers?
What were their reactions to be captured by the 442, obviously not too
typical American. And we know the famous story about, haven't you heard
quit, etc. etc. But were there any other reaction that you could relate
to us.

All right. Mines I guess was a peculiar type of reaction because g

learned German in high schoo and college and so, I was used as an

interogator for the company and for the 3rd battalion and later for the
i

regiment as I understand it. But any rate sometimes when we were up

front and the fighting got very tight I would grab onme of the captives

and start talking with them because the colonel or the’captain wanted

some information. If we were very confident of our position and place
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A Yes, one of the(troops
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A I would be quite cocky and interogate him with great confidence and

that if he didn't tell us everything things would go badly for him.

Very badly. But if we would be in a tight position and we might be over
run ourselves, I can see myself being questioned by this guy that I'm
questioning now because there were times when the fighting could turn
_either'way and he might be questioning me as a prisoner. .So I don't

know if its my instinct or what but my questioning might get a little

k\softer. But this is all part of the war.

Q Did anybody ever ask you what Japanese were doing fighting against the

Germans? M o ik
W _ i TN e
wvﬂustr‘ian and ‘
amd ¥e was upset and h—..’:—e:d—e&!ld-ﬂg

want to be called a Nazi and I didn't want to be called a Japanese.

And then we started talking and after we talked a little bit)l—-nd-fme

ﬂ Fnderst each

other‘mm Really, we were just GI's on different
sides of the lines. Vemwewkd-sioUr—eaCirUther YUT TIGL WHCIT 11T WIS=m
Ama——

PR

Any other instances about prisoners? 3

We had a ad hoc questioning session that we used with the prisoners near

the end of the war. We felt we were going very professional about it.

Nazi atesirie

h\%h* N“’l; g Y’W& MA

whewble We were trading words and finally we started laughing. He didn't

We don't know, but it seem to work quite well. Another fella Ag su yama,

he was a sargeant then and he later became a surgeon. But he and I devised

e ————————————
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\A a questions technique. | When a prisoner was captured and there would be '*,

'Q&Lan;~.§Jf““lA~'v-'

@R I would start questioning loudly in German, my best familiar

several, we put orf outside the door and we'dpbring the other one in. r’:(o

German and if they didn't answer I would out another
Bt T POARRSE

b U

door, other then tl;xe door he came in. The waiting German prisoner could
SASPAYe " .
hear me Gﬂﬂ-iﬂnxv:ke him out and shoot him. Course we wouldn't shoot

him. But they would take him out the door and shoot a rifle in the air.

And then I would say bring in the next oneq would talk:

oM T I threymsrouwkdubobliabet not a whole lot, but better then the first

them out in WV

e

shoot him.

Q Were there any other instance you can recall about the adversary of the
German soldier?

A The German soldier were amazed that they were fighting the Japanese
Americans. As many other Germans had pointed out this, just iooked at
us, they couldn't understand who we were, or what we were doing there.
But I think near the end of the war they began to understand that they
were very good fighting Japanese American regiments. The word got around
even to us. I mean we heard it. We didn't hear it from dééég;sASally or
anything like that. We heard that the Germans didn't want to come in

contact with us. by

Q You heard another rumor that was unsubstantiated, that Hitler had given
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Q orders to give it all they got to wipe this regiment out. A great

&v’// irritation and also a great irritation to the white supremacy (?) view

that the Germans couldn'’t be beat especially by Orientals. Did you hear

about that too?

I didn't hear that directly, but I heard it indirectly rumors of this kind

~

that we should not surrender because they were going to get rid of us.

This is as far as much as I heard it. This was a general thing that we

S—

can't surrender because we had gone too far with the Germans. I didn't

-

hear of any direct thing. But the thing was you can't give up now. If

your trapped you can't become a prisoner. You got to keep fighting.

Q Did you hear that from your members of company K or generally throughout
the regiment that you heard that rumor?

A I heard it through the regiment., Company K had it. But I heard it through
out the regiment. At the end of the war, when the war ended, some 5,000 }
Germans were rounded up in Italy and they ended up in an area near w&, "r
Ghedi airport. About 5(000 they turned in their weapons and so forth.
They were at that time, the Germans were at the Ghedi airport so when I
had work details, some of the men objected to certain work. d" T wqudd:
say, I would shout at them and say Nazis o.and SOJM;M
and so forth. I would use genewad that I knbw.

Q Can you spell that, the German terms that you used?

©

A Prisoners,

Q What does that mean?
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A de m

pig dog. That's what they)call us and I call it[b'.*to them; and I called

them a Nazi M They didn t like that. Especially the Aust&a.e:ns,
N

I didn't realize this the Austr‘ians really did not 1like HitlerJ The m;es

\/ that I talked to. They fought on their side, but they really didn't fight

with any gusto as I understand it. They really didn't care for Hitler.

-
l They would say we're not Nazis, we're Austr#@ians. And this is what they

emphazied, and they hated to be called Nazis. They really did‘. This

L[’}‘{
o, pON was of course at Ghedi. I found this out at the prison camp. When theg‘ﬂ‘.
V,\5,/'vi7‘ e " e
Wt sho@ting at you everybody is a Nazi.
et /gt( Bl s ittt

Q Do you actually hate the German? Do you have to hate a soldier to kill him?
gy o %y
A In my case, speaK for myself, no I didn't hate the Germans. I just knew

o : we had a job to do. And we had to get it done so we, our job was to eliminate
nNe L Hmt
/ wlh’NS'
"*}J W S the German army or soldier, individual soldiers or what and we did the
i ¢
— R .
57
v go8 best that we could. They were trying to get rid of us and we were trying

to get rid of them. And we just happened, I think we had the better material M

and we had a lot of spirit and I guess we got rid of more of them. ‘)M

Can you describe the rifle that the 442nd used?

Nwrg - =
e 1&&: had three main weapons, small arms. mﬁﬁompson 45 -“M"

machine gun. Timsspeised B 30-cali ine and tisgim an M-1, also #&
ol s O-rrorg )wh

30 caliber. The M—l&p an excellent rifle} heavy, accurate, and

powerful. ('ﬁad a bigger power chamber then the carbine. Carbines we @

nconsidered ivosembilo=bitide pea shooters because they wouldn't knock
% _SNOOCEIS .

a person down. Thompson 45, either revolver or machine gun, one slug

could hit a person and spin him and knock him down, and we liked those,
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A gruesome, I know this is. | You don't have time to argue or discussfthings.
You gotta get rid of them. And you don't want them coming back at you.
Shooting at you. The M=1 also because it had a high speed bullet that
can knock you down, can hit asveiiseleiilin solidJand you can also aim

& and hit ccnmsiges at @300 yards.r}‘as a very accurate gun. Quite

heavy, the M-1l., The Germans though, they had interesting weapons. They
‘ ) . . [}
Schwmergser ke vuRni®
had a G&oe! machine pistol that shot ]-‘almostXﬂ_i-g waterﬁ:hrough
a hose, through a high power hose and it would go pow, pow and our tommy
guns in contrast would go pup, pup, pup. Our Toumfy guns'I understand )
S amelsser
were left over from WW I. While their ®s#>er machine pistol was developed
for v WWII action. They were stamped out of metalJEnterchangeable
parts )quickly cleaned, and'(fixed up, everythiqg. Nice model weapon as

4 lp) \
compared to our Tommy guns. _'we(“ prefer? our . Tommy guns, cause

schwmeirsev
as I said)it would knock you down. The #Beeer machine pistol would go

through you but not necessarily stop you, unless they cut you in half
which they could because it went so fast. °‘They also had an out-dated

’
rifle. They had a K—-9$ o a *user. I think that was it. It was not

as good as the M-1. It was a good rifle but not as good as the M-1l.

Yeah, we could tell the weapons by sound. In fact you learn to do this
-
quickly for self survival. The Germans o gQllteymbhe=Smiwes machine
pow,pow N Sdi
pistol goesépq—b-}q: and the Tommy machine guns goes pup, pupx So if

[y
'-‘.yodxe fighting at night,you don't go grab hold of a‘é.o‘ machine pistol
efpgur—rrtied=sebdieow and start shooting it, because when we heard

it we threw grenades in that direction. So you just don't shoot their

weWwery careful. The German"go. o!f with @ nice )

‘
smokeless,%ess powder. So much more better then what we had. Ours,
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Slosh ot avnvks.

we had a lot more Bt khe Germans had smokeless, flashless powder.
L ]

w Wi i
with the search lights going. Bni-iuuiF!ta‘Germans shoots at nighg‘a-!f

its hard to spot them. They really Pad been technically careful in

L

Ours when you shoot it off in day light )a—u‘e'm&e like Los Angeles
smog ."A‘ night:)it would light up like Jedamdisionewpmdile Disneyland N";

buildin nery.

That pretty much impress their technology. Even their tanks were better?
Did you ever come up against any tanks? German tanks?

Yes, we ran into German tanks, tiger tanks, I think it was a tiger tank.

We couldn't even penetrate it directly with our weapons. We had really,
we had a mint 37 milimeter anti tank. They would just bounce off like
water off of a duck. And the bazookas wouldn't penetrate unless you
happen to hit a little (?) somewhere where it could sneak through. Most
of the time they took the bazookas and blew the treads off so it became
immobilized and then if they were sitting there and if we can knock the
German infantry away. If we had gasoline, ané if we can get up and shoot
in through a hole someplace and get some bullets to ricochet "inside and

disturb it up bike a egg beater. Thats the way it cleans out the tank.

Okay Chut, I'm a brand new recruit from the Mainland. I've just come from
the internmeat center. I'm a replacement for company K. You want to
keep me alive. I've'never seen combat before. [ What are you going to tell

me to stay alive in the Italian or French theater? What would you tell
a young recruit in this, is that so?

Yes, there's not too much you can say. When you hit the line watch the
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A older guys or follow the patrol sargeant who has been in action. These

1

SR

\)
general rules, of course theﬁ"pretty obvious. Take the damn strap off

your helmet i dcin't% it ek yourxurbecause the concussion will ¢
~mepak the helmet‘Lnd your head G Fhre=S TP~ W T PUT T our—teT oI

A -
~

Lo ®
WithrTT, CHal ey UbvaeUS e YOU learnAJmﬂ Don't light a butt
N v o T Crv~) U
in day l:lghtA particularly at night unless youxfunder a shelter ha

"

In other words cut your smoking way down. It's not just you that's going
to get blown apart. It's gonna be your buddies if you light up. And

during the day when your moving around, you have to be very careful

because remember your not the only one that's a target. Because once N

they spot you, they spot the whole patrol. And so you have to_think

(gr)p; You have to thinkn our buddies and you Jlewe=te bfﬁy careful.

v ol
So when we tell you not to do this or that, listen Emoe—ma.n only

we-wn-'-r‘in%%
t5]4 you once. time to explain why you shouldn't do this

or why you should do that as we-wsgZ$l in civilian life. Just do it and

ﬁ‘}explaixﬁt later. BRertieuls e he _line Bl ]
Vi

denaee here a_reason why we ge arig

Tell me about mines, German mines. Tell me what I should know. I just

entered the lires.

v/

& MINES

. Mine fields are very dangerous. If you‘regoéng inkg éombat} follow¥@e the

foot steps of the person in front’of you. If you can't, follow the exact ‘

m (C)
steps, follow the A== pathwm Be very careful. Don't

wander to the right or left. This is very important. The guys in front
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/

(?) hasn't come along there yet. The Germans has a very handy way of

mining the area. They put all kinds of mines in there and the Italian

in the early part of the wars, the Germans had ceqm’ or S-!mines — #7

.LWMUP six feet in the ::111'./Tll'Eywau-!.-Rﬂ'ET."'!!eI triggered e

not

andAblowlﬁl::’tG's as high as it would

g0. héI;: would blow little ball bearings m shrapne]l.J
M%n’ a 360 degree circle. Your onl ée

v
protection @5 when it goes fmsh up in the airFa BTN

“lu‘ yoOuU sps e JOUu don € RITOW=WIIG S, bu

RS, fast‘ *&vooden !shoe mine. There is

M
just no way to avoid that because there is noAmine detectgr tiewe can pick

it up. And it was designed to aksmsimssee blow a leg offbow

= ' sjust no

oy wi o hicrﬁlground éﬁi‘é

ey INE _doteeter—can—pisk—it—um. The only thing you can do is stay on

your path and follow the buddy in front of you and make sure the guy behind

you is following you.

What about booby traps"

Well thtsﬁ Cot only for rookies oraew—peop-k&cvm'rng-in but also for

";:..‘/', % e = e .. .S - - D a (3-Aed C2 y -
m:uld ask the captain or
whoever ﬁh‘ if they had a map of the boobyéraps M
bt

o | *“““W“"

A of you, gone through an area, because they have engineered that the mine }

\

n\
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\ :
A 1if they set up any. W’ﬁaeyé&dﬂﬁset them y9 to keep the Germans

"W we
away, 'dff weﬁ_ not ~carefu1’# stumble into them, New—thajmaiee- W

MWWS_&W watch‘aA‘ for booby -

Q How do they booby trap the latrines?

A The latrine can be booby trapped in several ways. If its sort of a semi
permanent holding area, but your still out in the woods some place, they
may have semi close are and they may have wires, not near the thing, 10 or
15 yards or 25 yards beyond the latrine in the circle, so that if anybody
hits it the wire steps on the entrance part would set off a grenade or
something. This is to protect the guy sitting on the can. These are
techniques, friendly techniques, the way you protect your own latrines.

L9 It sounds dumb but you have to do this. The Germans can booby trap in
; 5 many ways when you come to a watering hole. Thex_ggg_kggéz_gzgg_&hi_gump,
& Pcpﬁi“%N& where your ready to lift it up. When your ready to crank at the entrance.

They have a little thin wire, or even on the access roads even before

getting there, they have wires strung across the road. If there's a roll
of tree on a road and you happen to be coming into tbwn,'you've got to be
very careful, because they would string a thin wire across there and then
they would midnight the the trees. And then the trees would all blow in

a roll. But they wouldn't blow right away because the wire would be put

T ——— T e m—————— S AW
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A on the other end where after you got into the tree roll, then they would
blow those trees all the way back down on the troops. This was a technique.
But they would see the water fountain and whatever is up front and moving
L/// in faster and faster, you hit the wire and boom all the trees come down on

you.

Q Of course you wouldn't be collecting souvenir off dead German soldiers
because they might be booby trap as well too. Is -that true?

‘///A r}hat's a very good point. I know only ghouls do that. We've known some

ghouls but normally you don't touch a dead soldier. The reason, I don't

know, maybe some people do it out of respect or whatever, but most of us

wouldn't touch them because there might be a grenade undernealth that might

go off. You just wouldn't move them. Just leave them alone. It's a tough

e

- assignment because the GRO, Grade Registration Office and his guys would
have to come up later and would have to start moving bodies around. That
would be his headache. But our jobs would be to keep moving. No, we would

seldom touch a body or move it around.

( Q Can you describe combat? What's it like basically, can you describe being

! in combat, what's it like being shot at?

\/// f A I remember my first engagement, one of the early ones. We were in a thicket
area where there's low bushes and we were going along there, not merrily,
but we were moving along in a half crouch. Moving along we wouldn't think
of anything cause we have not been in much combat or we-haven't heard much

wvnels
and then suddenly there was a bunch of fasnoss flying over our heads. And

these were really bullets coming at us and we can see the twigs chopping

down six inch above our heads, and so boom we hit that ground and we were
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A almost digging in with our fingernails trying to get underneath the pavement.
_And then you would start squirming on your stomach like what they taught
you at training. And you could really squirm. Never mind how hard or
how sweaty, you don't even notice any of that. You're just trying to get
the hell out of there. That's a bad situation, and so you move out of
there. But still you got your hand ready and your watchiné out for buddies
and your looking to see if you can find out where the fire is coming from,
and if you can't its hell of a place to be, so you just get out of there.
Until you can find out where's its coming from so you can shoot at it.
But when you don't know and you think it and you just see the twigs falling

you've got to get out of there because they know your there.

Q Descriﬁe being in combat, what's the feeling like no other feeling in the
world of a life and death situation. Where Tom Kawguchi described it as
being in a dark room with rattle snakes. How would you describe combat?

Well combat varied, sometime, most of the time 997 very frightening experi;;::?\

Once you get into the middle of it. I don't know. My mind blocks the

imagery what could happen or tﬁings out. And then automatically, somehow

you just go and charge and start shooting and start looking for the enemy

and do things instinctively, and just keep plowing ahead and your remember
1,001 things, do you have enough ammo, did you over run that spider camp
machine gun nest, was somebody behind that tree over there. Your looking
ahead for a glimpse. Yon!xg trying to g‘.ctl‘up a traces. of powder, smoke in
front of you cause your lookiné for gun or barrel that might shine. Your
looking for all kinds of clue for the enemy. Sometime your always keeping

half an eye to the nearest protection, tree or stump or defoliate or something
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A you can jump if the fire gets really hot. Well, but you keep moving. If

you get pin down, sometime the feeling is that almight God you'll never

get out of this, really, I don't know. I didn't pray. Not in the middle

of combat. I might before or after. You really start shaking afterwards

more then when you were in it. When your in it, I guess the nearest thing

is like being in a football game or soccer or something. Your caught up,

its a terrible excitement. Sometimes its a protective type of excitement.

i S

It over rides your natural fears. Whe you get into it and keep moving.

And you can really keep going. It's a terrible thing. You become a
insensate moving thing trying to kill. Then once the thing is over then
you can start shaking. Really nervous, because by God, a guy could get
killed out there. Really you don't really think about it until your out
there. But then before you go up again, you see if you keep going to this
thing. That's when it begins to hit you. It's a repetitive thing and

the consequences, more awareness or you have sensitivity. I don't know
maybe that's putting it wrong. But some people just have a thereshold
that breaks up sooner then others. Or they can't take it as much. We
never looked upon a person who cracked up or , we never callea a person

a coward. Course everybody can be a coward at one point or the other.

somebody had ut we didn't know when or how long. So

you might last one day, might last one year. It's always strange going
up and thinking about when you come back and the friends you lost or

people who are hurt. Y

Q What kind of people would last a year? Does it has to do with sensitivity,
-—

There was a (?) of the cracking point. When will you crack? We all knew
\—-

(o
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life and death situations?

I don't know. I couldn't really answer that. All I know is some guys
were loud and vociferous. When we were coming overseas, were like bullies,
I guess you can call them in civilian life. When they hit the front lines

they kind of fell apart and all their loud mouth and overbearing attitudes.

ém::e strong, physical specimens. Couldn't take mx??lre‘;ﬁhit the
lineﬁ;écén in our outfit, Oh they would fight but they were just one they
didn't fight up to their mouths. And then they had these guys 4'10" about
100 pounds and you think the wind would blow them over. They got a back
on their back as big are they all and here they are fighting like hell
and cold as cucumbers. I mean their really fighting in there and the loud
mouth guys just hanging back pecking away with their little carbines and
this other guy throwing grenades just really scaring the hell out of the
enemy. And these are the little quiet guys. Not necessarily always the
.little guy, I mean you can't tell by the way the person talks or anything.
Generally, the person who ;g_gnie:_and_pa;igggg1_E2EEEEBEL‘EEi;SSEESfjiEiX?
in that sense makes a pretty good soldier. When you hit the action, you've

got to be kind of impalpable. You don't want to get too excited or panicky.

You want to kind of keep your head and know what your doing.

Was there much talk about fate that you alway read about, people knew they
were going to get it and they got it or, what would you be talking about
before you went into combat?

We woulda't talk too much about getting hit. But there alway, always some
guy that would say I'm not coming back this time, or I'm going to get it.

I don't know whether you beieve in (?) or what and they would get it. It
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,A was definite. Whether it was a wishful fulfillment or what. One fella /‘:{

%}famu said he was not going to come back and we tried to kid him out of it. D
7:?,\1 7’65 ; We didn't like to talk about it not to talk like that before we went into

action. Buthtly. When we listen

to him, we just somehow knew he was going to get killed. But we tried to

kid him out of it, and we did the best we could. We someh:)w knew that

he was right, and we were trying to find a way to keep him back. He didn't

want to hang back. He was like meeting destiny or what. He went up and

he was killed, the second day in action,

Do you recall the circmstances?

=

He was killed by rifle fire. The troops were pinned down. I wasn't there

in that particular m‘» /ﬁlt I understand that he was cut down
by ﬂ-ﬁg fire.

was trying to do his job, and he was killed. He was a good soldier. But

He

just felt this that he's been in action bgfore. He's been in action 5-6

months. This was not his first emd, He'd been on many patrols. He just

knew that a& this pexticuizs time
to=irimbeewose~he~sedd he was not coming back. K mena? %M

MWW

This_is EOinﬁ to conclude side number one tape number two interview with
Cgut Tanakal Biiﬂber 24, 1980. =

Q This is tape interview with Chut Tanaka. He was a member of Company K

442nd. This is October 24, 1980 This is in Presidio Army Museum. We're
doing an interview, Go For Broke. Publication will come out in March, 1981.
Chgt, you were born and raised in St. Louis. You were in a unique position

because there were very few Japanese families in St. Louis. You didn't
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have the influence that many of the urban and rural families might have

had or the community pressure or understanding. But when you came to

Camp Shelby you were exposed to alot of Japanese Americans for the first
time. Could you describe that Nesei soldier almost as an outsider, of

course you were a Nesei yourself, but your bringing in an American
perspective, a mid western look, could you desc;ibe it from that perspective?
Yeah, it was a very interesting experience for me. I was born in St. Louis.

ss" h\rw'z "'-f LM
There were cb'uutrf Japanese familielerhen I was growing up. The city

had about 700,000 people,in—i&-ui.-e'h only five Japanese families. We got
—

together )!UE!T!'}\ maybe only once a year during Christmas and even then

only two or three families got togethercfﬁ—m So naturally

Y\» §
I grew upjwith the major culture. Most of my friends were eith#er:_t;e.rman

Emwetien. Or E:a_li_in’_gm;:aci:ion. Howwiea | Went thmeughehet—othone—ga G
M-

W to grammar school, ﬁhigh school, and"‘gollege& %,

“,‘\" M W ‘
m‘m-md?&%s were magde Gerfans .I‘['talians. Of course L“"'}c
Svmfah, \ o O -

there were French mdéeh-sprink es, but tiretwsss the majority ethnic

)[ oo, —Joded 1.0
group®in St. Louisgj When I volunteered nto the 442nd, shese was
ML Cormen oA : A

my first exposure toA‘J.apanese Americans group as such. I had never seen

so many in my life. I didn't know there were that many Japanese Americans

in the U.S.

M
W. ‘fhereés'ﬂ—grsup like mysel i

elves. Then there w
We :
whe came from ambtbbhekingeesrers=the=tomrry: —Jome=dsen Texas, so-’;from

-
Wisconsin, s.’&‘om Michigan, ...f fem New Jersey. We were @ scatterings,
aidee=were all *ugls together hana=dous 1nA§hglby. Now the other big
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e . ’
A group classification waxf the group from Hawaii. /® Jou have the Mainland

; Japanese Americans and the Hawaii Japanese American. The Mainland

Japanese Americans were those whg uere—eeeermtwidy from the

(0 West coast‘and Gh—‘dn{- gathered up from the rest of the country, &
b ( 0

ﬂ i
into £ &e nterg / i’

oot

Whit

Kway I saw it./ The Hawaiians were &he-seel different Swbmswitwse from M

C%MM”F’:; s

—

P — O JE dDS® LUl S 4 RrTYY
g el AT T T R O L LT S LD LG g o
T NS AT A S ANAnESe Ame a1 IO TR Sl

~

Ne _Qnes - . X A @ L e

%MWM Which is
- M

ﬁalgam“ of Japanese, English, Portuguese, Hawaiian, and who knows

what els@“ﬁmwwﬁm“m
. . it in the beginni g> W pince !
w nnin 5 nc x

I couldn't understand it‘and being defensive, I assumed that { wu(inferior,

byt
and that their intelligenceplso haduitebe inferior. This was ? disspelled

.

I4s

e e S UE
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A ¥%wwee I was asked to candmseme lettersgf M&
o &, & vy 2 wﬁk
v.r some of the guys:ﬁ spoke migin English andfahoq
Q&f letters; in perfect Englishy grammatically’/‘
\)./4 correcr)predicate, - verb verything. There was nothing wrong)r SR 0

S hmel=Te " - C AL L ittt o & P COl DU . . -
\

. it i, etk —
/5‘“9:9”‘2“‘"3%«“%,%&«#* e

Could you further describe the graciousness of the Nesei? \

A I'm not too quite clear on what you mean by graciousness but there is a
certain area of behavior that they undergo. It's quite different. I i
think in this respect that I am or that I had found out. I shared some

of it and I'm also considered a maverick because I didn't have enough of

Y. ’
;/ it. They have something called egryo. Now the yery fact that I'm talking M
here and making a speech 4g® not very good epryo. I, in another words, ema
: )
143 notffbeing very subdue*or quiet. ﬁwﬁat doesn't mean that you should
s Dei Oe~iag
ANESE .
£ MATNNER] shut up and not say anything ever. But generally I guess it comes from y/
aw HEY A o st © , .
gr*vvg v being an island group, not Hawaiian 1slandA) But way back) Japanese as such) -~ *

where if you live‘)‘on an island ‘ a confined area)a-d youﬁ:o develop a

way of accomodat:ing with one another because m confined"in a small
area, Ww{his m céoijecture) /B{Jt this is the way I understand
it. So you don' W& Many Japanese
iﬁ I understand it, m ewryo. Tasé 3ou don't go aroupd bragging,

making loud noises myourself. Yc;fr just didn't do this because its
bggl__fgrl_g_had_r.aste. Particularly now when you go érognd and you say your

\hitting the major culture to the Caucasian community. You find that many

Japanese Americans are quiet and unassuming. They really what their doing

is practicing emryo. And they say the real sub conscious or quiet concern

g Al st B S R e S R S Sl S L e e EkY , KR AR e O T
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is that they will be discovered to be worthy in a (?) sense. In another

words, their work or service be recognized and be rewarded as such. They
don't have to go around saying, say guys look at me. " I'm really hot stuff.
I'm great. They think that's very bad manners. The only way they can

say that is by doing what their supposd to be doing and doing it well.

And this is the emryo approach. Itls made to my own definition. It some-

thing like it. It's probably bastardized but its the best I can do.

When a group of Nesei are together, their probably one way then they are
mixed with Caucasians. Can you describe the difference?

No, its not true. Even among Nesei's the empryo holding back is suppose

ft_o__p_r_e&’-z_il‘, I know because when I got in with the group I didn't -preetiee

this eAryo, because I had come from the major culture and conditioned to

the major culture., I used to, I don't know, being if not a braggﬁ;'at

least being mischievous, loud mouth and articulate to the point that some
¥ ke YOI

meﬂﬁw

N
this 1s ism the culture that cmme from.

" M n O N e e
But »ijoi-wese in & Japanese group[ Japanese Americans fSewmthalmaklol.

oL~
shey=themoelisetyanong themselves whiibe restrained. It not the thing

you practiced one with the Caucasians and one for themselves. It's the

general practice. Lvberothdagtt et oAy U T prectiten

In doing these interviews and working on the book, I've learned a lot.
For instance the average Nﬁsei does not want to be over, quoted, not want
to be quoted in the book. They don't want to say I did this much, so

they must be practicing efryo. It's very difficult to the interviewer
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Q trying to extract information for the book. One person would be afraid
to be construed as a bragget and a loud mouth and how i won the war. So
we have that problem so maybe you could discuss that, the difficulty in
that?

A Yes, the very thing that you've mentioned, I think its absolutely true
because many of the GI's,.Japanese American GI's sometimes'or whatever,
they just don't want to go up and say what they did. It comes from the
emryo thing. But its a two way sword. It really a sword and it really
works beautifully the other way. What it means the converse of this.

I don't know if this is a good metaphor but, I'm not using it as a right
metaphor but the converse of this is that you work as a team. This is
what I learned really not from the Mainlanders, but from the contacts I

= c%x » had with the Hawaiian group when I joined the 442nd. But you work as a

227‘{// te&m.‘lhese guys from the islands taught me something I never ran into
VERY TeiT

EGELING ¢ l in the Mainland.. That you really have a buddy system. When you get into
. 220 6 1
i trouble you don't leave you buddy ever, and they won't leave you, }md th
; 1@;9 kind of rappdft is a tremendous thing and it also ties in , I think its
unreal or whatever you want to call it, not standing up and being noticed
T
for youself because[;;ur really part of a team and your part of like a

unit. You make it or you don't make it, together.| But its always together

So when you get into action you know that ou get into trouble your

buddy ‘is going to stick with you. Their not going to leave you hung up
——y

out there alone. | The medics are going to get you if'you get hit. If you

et into a tight spot your riflemen on your right or left or your bazooka

guy or mortar man, everybody is going to pitch in to get you in or out of

R

X

¥
&

that action. Your never alone, and you know that. It's a tremendous feeling.
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A I don't know how the other guys went in but we never felt alone.

Q You speak very highly of the medics. Would you like to talk a little

about the medics? / WJ“'

2‘4(1 2‘25 teo-much you say aboyt the medigﬁ)’h.- ey were really trememdous. This
MEYICS o - _ ‘
BT is again as I said the reverse side emryo or whatever. Magybe I'm just
/,r”‘{f

‘?££; | using it incorrectly or fantasizing. But what I feel this team work that

practice to the endth degree by the Hawaiian Japanese Americans and by
the Mainlanders too. But I evidenced it, noticed it with the Hawaiians,

I guess. it was the difference in the approach at that time. Also, evidenced

-

—

—
in the fact that the medics would also that} whenever someone got hit,
# o——— .

P——

small arms fire could be coming from all directions and mortars could be

dropping and the crazy medics would run up and drag the guy out of there.

The rest of us guys with the rifles of course we didn't have the, our excuse.

We didn't have red cross and white arm bands on us and therefore they would

shoot at us. I guess it's true. But fhe medics didn't have the rifle and
run out there in fire and grab these guys. A lot of times these medics L////

shot, hit and killed emd=what-nat. But they never fail to grab these guys

and bring them in, small arms—or-methimg. There was nothing to stop them.

R
We have never but high praise for the medics. Theii”élways helping us.

Q There's been talk that the g;ns of emryo reflected this ip_the decorations,
extreme amount of decorations for heroism, brown stars, silver stars,
distinguished service crosses, but proportionately very'few Medal of Honor

l winners, receipients and perhaps when the orders were written, the sense of

V// not wanting to be single out for any honors outside the group. The sense

of community service reflected itself in the lack of very high decorations
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Q then under other circumstances that normally would have been awarded.

783 A This might be it. I don't know. I do know to strengthen the point is
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we had a unanimous high presidential units citations and I guess that bears
out the point that your making. There were seven for this unit inside of
eleven months., Which is very high thing which means unprecedent. It also
means a tremendous amount of team work was involved. That.which again
highlights the fact that this buddy system that I have witness to among

the Hawaiian group and Mainlanders prevale the whole 442nd , 100th battalion,-
aﬁd we worked together as a team. Its a tremendous thing cause 6ﬁée this
thing starts moving its invincible. That sounds like bar da gay show(?),

but its true.

I would like to thank you very much for sharing this with a lot of other
(?) or practing emryo and well, I didn't do that much and your providing
us an opportunity to get inside of the regiment as the common soldier.
Perhaps this is going to be one of the most valuable interviews we will
be getting. You were talking about how valuable it is to have this

buddy system, how valuable to have team work, and yet you suffered this
incredible losses. How was it like to lose your friend, you Qouldn't
know from day to day if you have him.

This was the hard part. Particularly from the Mainland group or from the
Island group who came from communities and they knew each other. You
knew that the chances of you or your buddies being hit very high, and this
made the team work even stronger. Made the loss even more bitter, as an

individual coming from an isolated unit from St. Louis. I was trying to

protect myself and I wanted friends to bolster and so forth my own ego for
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A protection or whatever. Still I didn't want to make too many friends
because I knew that to lose a friend, that's a terrible blow. So it was
an ambivalent situation. But in war, I don't know, you go along and you
do make friends. You just pray that nothing happens to them, and still
the team work prevails. It goes all the way through. It doesn't stop
you from being friendlier or from making friends, no that'; not it.

It's an individual thing, just friends and not being friends. It's all
up to the individual on how they react to a given .situation. Some try
not to and some go right ahead and make strong friendships knowing that

the war can end it.

Q These strong friends of course formed perhaps the most tightly knit
veterans organization in the country. Would that account for it too,
that carrying over from the war?

A I think you've touched on a good point. Yes, the Japanese American
veterans association are very strong. I don't know if their any stronger
then the other groups, but they are strong, and they get together. There
is this, I guess among all veterans, and I definitely know ambng Neseis,
the Japanese American veterans have a real comradeship. I don't know.
It's all unspoken and when you speak they all know cause they all speak
the same language. It's a difficult thing to say but, veterans all seem
to speak the same language. You don't have to be Japanese American at
this day. But Japanese Americans do get together an& they do have strong

reunions. B

Q Speaking of reunions, the relationship to the Nesei veterans of the 442nd,
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and also from the military intelligence service. When you go into

Japantown, there is a immediate recognition of you being a veteran. Being
the visible, tangible heroes of a whole generation of Japanese. Not only
of Issei but the Nesei and the Sansei. Did you have that sense, when you

go into the Japanese community? Were you the heroes of that generaticn

of that regiment? i ' M "S
No, no, that I don't know. No, that never occured to me. We do identify 3‘
with the MIS. I don't know if the MIS identify with us. They fought an
entirely different war then the type that we did. But they fought the
same enemy, the fanatics, militaristic enemy. They were the Japanese over
there and we had the German militaristic. And they were both fighting

fanatics. The MIS group and Japanese Americans who fought in the Pacific.

And there were some 8,000 or more as I understand it. There were some

18,000 over in Eufope; So overall there were quite a nﬁmbér fighting on
baoth fronts. We do have a very close conngction, we really, aﬁong the
MIS and the 442nd and 100th. There is a high regard for each other.) The
Sansei, third generation; I think they really respect our military deeds
but, they don't quite understand, maybe they do, but all I can say is

that the Nesei group understand each other a little better because they

had under gone this trial.

Now you!Lthe heroes?

We never think of it that way. We think of it, that-it was something to
do, and we did it. We get together. We just love to get together and

talk about the good old days and some of the bad old days.

Maybe as an outsider attending some of the reunions I can see on some of
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the faces of the res%eople and the community in Japantown, when they

know your coming. The papers make great notice of it. As an outsider
I can notice that, and see the respect that is bought forward.

.
There were other N‘sei that were there and they were adopted, and their

the Caucasian officers. ’I don't know if they-wosesdoptedTor—rrethar s
o

g ’
we adopted the Caucasians or they adopted the N¢sei. We just got along

beautifully. IMWM W“
were—wiisa. Course we knew they were white. It just did not make a r/ y/

difference on the front lines. It just did ﬁﬁt make a difference. What
makes a difference @F if you.rﬁt office;: Or whetever—you—Irer—yoer an
enlisted man—"-‘-/ff you could fight, if you could le:ld)mmr—}a—
—eovit—de, gen they respected you.)[We just got along beautilully Lopge \ %
o

S e e beginnTrg, Caucasiaps There were

T, there were~wery few even in

© e s

.MWhen we hit combat if all dissapeared. We wusme—emge fighting unit.

The Caucasian officers, the men, g all turned into one team.

even the C

Nessie—as—far—as I W ConTeT™TT

Q 442nd and 100th battalion were taking the highest losses of Army unit in

the U.S. Army. Were you aware of that at the time or was that a matter

of fact?

A. Generally speaking, yes we were aware of that and we knew that we were

fighting a cause and all we were fighting the enemy first and we were

fighting for ourselves too. We knew that maybe we were taking a higher

loss among our own group. Particularly for example, when we went to resuce

e r——— e r—
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A e loss battalion, I know we started out, K-company for example with

88)riflemen, by the tmﬁamﬁuﬂm

we hit the lost battalion, we were down to 17 reflemen which is less

the 10Z of company flank.

You were the company commander at that time as a sargeant?*
That's right, we had lost all the officers and I was a staff sargeant,

W
I believe at that time. I was running the comiany.. And then when IJhit

r
the second day, bﬁibo-bud( ; at took over e Me was running the
g BTt Ml
ey had

cbmpany. [ bought u officer in between and he had been shot
Tﬁlﬂ\ﬁf‘jwwm% S Sugprn Wwﬁﬁ ‘0l

and killed. [ (?) rate was tremendous. ' I-company had been hit the

“)!a.

worst. They were down to 8 men, I understand which is less then 57 company f.

personnel, rifle and fighting personnel. We knew wc were taking a

tremendous beating. As I mentioned before we were fighting for something

very important and that was for ourselves, for our country and for the

people back home.

Q So there were no bitterness in the ranks for having to take these losses?
Did you feel you were pulling in an impossible task, in extradinarily
dangerous position?v
,' ‘1746 " A Well, I guess we were conscious of that. We were kind of looking at
", JMJ;QL (/ these as challenges. I don't say we relished them. But we certainly
vort, ; -
gtr?v’;a e didn't duck them. Whatever camé we were going to take and we were going
il to dish it out.

Q Do you know of the circumstances where after the rescue of the lost
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battalion and the unit was down to just a skeleton crew, General Dahl%ajyf
said is this all the people you have? He wasn't even aware of the tremendous
losses that you've taken, did you ever hear of that instance where there
were a lot of animosity that even Generalouﬂ%u3+didn't even understand

what kind of fighting was there?

I'm sure the General did(?) understand. I think it was jJst a misunderstanding
or didn't get enough information. We have been chopped way down as I've
mentioned. We were down, K-company was 17 and I-company 8. I just
mentioning these two because I happeneé to know intimately about them,

and I'm sure that the other battalions and other companys and the 100th
battalion all suffered tremendous losses because when they tried to marshall
the group there, they had less, I don't know, less then 10%Z of the regiment
showed up. Whe Dah%wb*asked for a review to thank the 442nd. And he said
where are the rest of the men and he said this to Colonel Pench. And the
story I got, and I think it quite true from the adjudent then stated that
Colonel Pench really had tears in his eyes, and he said, these are all the
men we have left. These are the men that were left from rescuing the los,
battalion. And Da&ﬁg&ﬁhas really surprised. He said this is all out of

a regiment. I think there were only about 500 left.

Out of how many?
Out of 5,000, of course they weren't all fighting troops. I guess for
fighting troop is about 3,000. But this was all that they could get

together at that point. .

That's almost unbelievable. I like to ask you, perhaps one of the most
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Q famous instances of WWII was the rescue of the lost battalion. Could
you tell us about that, set the stage. Tell us how it came about and
briefly decribe the rescue, what was it like to try to get to these men,
this battalion the 1l4lst regiment, Texan Regiment, how they were trapped,
can you describe which units they were and what was it like breaking ‘Qe’ir\
through and what was it like you finally got to them? 5 ﬁ

A We have been fighting and gotten through bu rer(?) and pulled back to

f\rest. This was about the 15th of October 1944. I think we had about (v::r

two to three days rest and then on the 18th we were notified that we had

\//// to keep going and genrally the taking of bu rer just beginning of the %t::{

road to the lost battalion. And that our real mission was to reach the

\ lost battalion cause this was the 141st regiment of the 36th Division

And T think it was the 3rd battalion, and they were stuck out there on

] \\.
a point. |They had 275 meé when they got out there about nine miles into

Jerryland, we called it, towards-strausberg(?) The flanks hasn't caught

reae
%ﬁ
(C~] —_—

T

LA

up with them so they were about nine miles out like a point and so the

é—

Germans circle them and they were circled for a week by the time we were

asked to move up and rescue or contact them. For a week the other troops

tried to contact them and didn't break through the German lines. Airplanes
were trying to drop food and ammo and the Germans and the prevailing.winds
and terrain all worked against the lost battalion. And the food and ammo

kept falling down the hills into the trees and the Germans kept recoverying

most of it. So they were in a very bad state They've been out there
okt L T
A st
| for a week, and that's when we were called in to move in and we had to get

i|there in a hurry before they were all wipe out. They had 275 men when the

started and of course we had our regiment so we moved ?SLJJXEEXI guess it

—
b e
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/A was about a week or so, I'm not sure about the time. That's all in the

like a eternal, but it couldn't have been more then a week. We lost men
right and left everyday. We lose so many men you couldn't count, |\ I was
the first sargeant. My pencil was worn down to a stub trying to keep up
with the people we losted. [g;.kept asking for replacemengg. None came
up. Nothing could come up through that tremendous barrage the Germans
put down on both sides of us because we were like.going through a single
line with the enemy on your right and enemy on your left laying down a

barrage of mortars, small arms fire, artillery everything was being poured

in on us. And we were underneath a forest shelter. This is the 3!:&25%2&‘?)

(S

forest;i The under brush is fairly cleaned out because European population,
they don't havé abundance of trees or forest. So tﬁgy take care.of their
forest lands. But stilllgéere was enough coverage there, small shrubs

and things, so they=ean, |Germans can set up spider pill boxes, nest machine
.gun 5ﬁé—so—£oesh- So if we by pass them they would open up behind ti::l

We run into all kinds of stuff like this.

Q Was it cold? What was the temperature like?

A IIt was raining at first and themiit was just starting to snow. By the

htime we hit the lost battalion, I think during the very next day or the

day afterwards it started to snow. It was always cold. We had trench

foot. We had cases of it. And then when we were, the orders went out

that because we were losing so many men, if you can walk you can't go

L back even if you have trench foot;_lIt was terrible because trench foot is

nothing like athelics foot. It was terrible. You could lose a leg. But

record someplace.i‘hpc from the very first day until we hit them, it seem "///
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A;(;e couldn't spare the men and so if they could move around and pull a

trigger, no one could leave. And these were the orders.

< =

Q Now you were way advanced. You were almost out of support yourself, your
own regiment. You were also in a precarious position that you couldn't
*

turn back. And if you had somebody, there was no way to evaucate them
anyway.

A Fh—ere was no thought of turning back. Never. " We=dtdwr=tHInk about
tmmm. We just kept plowing forward
to reach the lost battalion, period. That was our goal and that's where
we've headed. We knew that we héd the 100th flanking and guarding our
flanks on the path that we took. Every inch of ground or yard that we
broke through everyday. The 100th would go into the;r flanka.k Of course

[;t was a narrow pat;] And they were guarding our flanks. When I say
the flanks, E couldn't have been more them 500 yards wid; Ge kneﬁ
that the 100th were guarding it. We knew we were okay:]lg; just kept
plowing ahead and so this little thin line or whatever it was,) If we
knew we had some of our own men guarding it it would be kept’open and
it was. Even though they shelled it. I;; would send people back for lV/
supplies and ammo and they would get hit and killed;:lThe ammo team.
What was left of it. They would come back with the supplies. Tﬁ;y would
get killed and hurt too going back. The last team I sent, night éefore
the rescue. I sent back about seven guys for ammo and supplies from my
company and a couple from other outfits. They went back for ammo and
three of them were hit. This was typical. They weren't even fighting.

They were just trying to get supplies through to the lost battalion.

e h—
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A There's no questions in reaching them.

Q You described a peaceful day when your in the Army. Now your talking

about 5,6,7 days of continuance combat. What was it like fighting for
almost 24 hours a day without getting sleep. Can you describe, what did
you eat, where did you sleep, if you could sleep? How did you move? How
far were the Germans from you? .

How fast and how far you moved depended on the terrain, as how many Germans
there were, how much taste they have for fighting, how much ammo they had
left to throw at you, and so forth. Bﬁt you just kept pounding yard after
yard and usually it seems going through the foliage for the loss battalion
everything was up hill. It just seem that way to us. Sometimes we, SO
tire we stumble into a sleep trench. I usually the Germans, usually we
didn't have to dig there. Course the Germans had dug them and we had pushed
them out of there. I remember one night, it sounds gruesome, but its true.
I sat down. We were trying to count head; and another sargeant came up

to me and he sat down. I sat on a helmet. ‘He sat on a dead Gerry. Now
that's terrible. We wouldn't give a damn. We were tire. The Gerry was
stiff and you know. We figure be was kind of, well what ever it was, so
we sat on him. I started eating my k-ration and he started eating his
k-ration. You reach a certain low point of sensitivity, you just don't
give a damn. This was war. This was terribel. Your fighting so damn

hard and you just keep going, and small things don't bother you after a

while. Like dead bodies.

Q Where and how do you sleep in a situation like that?

T o T PP T T T R T Ty Y TN
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s78 A Well in this case, this body, terrible way to talk, was right next, we

\

wl
Jaid'iﬁf just pushed it over two feet so that it wouldn't roll in on us. And so
for
SMJ,W) we just slept in the hole there. We figured if anybody start shooting

it'1l hit the body and it would be like a sand bag. Terrible isn't it?
Q How much can you sleep on a night like that when you know'your're surrounded?

sleeping with one eye opehe%Zl It's a funny way. You get rest. What you

do is set up a parimeter. Perimeter guards and you can count on them to
alert the rest of the group. Like we ﬁave four éerimeter guards on each
corner, like a square. But we always did that. It was a standard operating
procedure. But even so you could sleep, but you slept with half a sleep
cause you never fully sleep. You never slept soundly. You might accidently

for an hour or so, wake up with a (?), half awake and half asleep after
that. Eour always ready for action. ! /

Q You talked about the sihister nature of the forest, dark forest, how

even today when you see a picture of a foliage forest does it bring back

memories, again about the tree burst, can you describe that, the sinister

of these trees in the darkness?

A ' To me a forest, after I get over my initial reaction of looking at it, I

: {7

f::?s% ‘always see a pine forest. I can alwavs smell gun powder. I can smell it.
remi : i
e o It's a dual thing. I can see it and smelling it at the same time. Whenever
w

I hit alforest. I smell the rosin(?) and the gun powder blending. The
burnt powder blending. Terrible smell. It always come back and this

reminds me and the scene comes back. When I see the forest and smell it.

A' Your dead tire and you do sleep and you do stay awake::II don't know,[;ike v

TR AR e L e ——
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you keep moving;:ll don't know. Others may not feel that strongly.
, When I got out of the forest after fighting for 11 days or whenever it

was to get up there 7 days to get up to the lost battalion 'm out

of that forest and hit the valley where the sun was shining. It was like

coming out of a dark room into sunlight. And my eyes hurt because they

‘ were blinking from the sun.

Q How many men were involved in the rescuing of the lost battalion? And
you were in the advanced attacking battalion, were you not?
b[?; A Yes, the 3rd battalion and I think the 2nd were in the movement to hit

bemzd

g;modu Course they were moving along too, all three of us were advancing. The
whole regiment. The 442nd Regimental Combat Team. All three battalions
headieg forward. But the 100th stringed out protecting the flanks we
had established new ground everyday. They were protecting from being
taken back.by the Germans. The whole regiment was committed.- I don't

know how many were in there. But the whole regiment day after day was

being chopped to pieces.

You were one of the first people to break through the lines, TT to

these beleaguered soldiers. Describe the mens reaction in the l41st?

b2.73 A Well, the first peopie I saw, I guess I was lead from the K-company. F
was just suprised by God, here we are. Here's a guy coming out of the

vest ‘b ground. I was almost going to shoot him, but it was a GIt:]I can tell

g g e T L e T a0 e e e P 3 T e AR e L T s e gy

V///// A It all comes back. lIt s a terribl¢ thing because you know that(;our ] L/’///
ducking and diving and shooting and your fighting and your scrambling,

the lost battalion. And the 100th was sent in there to protect the flanks.

/
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A by his uniform and the guy looked grey green to me cause, I guess you l L/////
would too in a hole someplace. [ I just stared at him and he stared at me. [
And we really couldn't say much to each other. We advanced towards each

other. I had lowered my rifle and he had lowered his. And when we got ‘///

close to each other, we just kind of looked at each other. But it was
L]

quiet. Then I guess I must have said, hi or something stupid, and I

‘guess I must have offered him a cigarret or sbmething. Whatever I had
cause I knew they were low on suppliesjl guess I offered my k-ration,
whatever. Andl;.think they were quiet and{;hen after a minute in fact
the whole place eruptgd. Hey, the 442 guys are here. And the whole place

erupted and the guys started coming out of the groﬁnd like you don't believe

because we didn't know that there were that many GI's out there._ We had
been pounding all alone up that stupid trail for days. And we kept expecting

to find nothing but Germans. Gerry and gun fire, and mortars and everything. L////
Then all of a sudden we hear that guys we were after and there's no fighting
right here. And these found they didn't have to fight the Germans cause

we weren't the Germans. We were numb at first and finally we found that

we were allies. You know it took a little while for it all t; sink in

and to know all the terror and the fighting and the waiting was over. We

were together and then we broke loseJ But it took about a minute of
recognition and for everything to sink in.The situation is now changing.
We're now safe quote in that sense we could be in a war zone but relatively

.

we were safe.

Q What happened there afterwards? You move out with the 1l4lst?

A The 1l41st, lost battalion moved out quite quickly there after. We occupied
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the area they were in the same afternoon. They didn't stay cause they
were really beat. They have been without food and ammo. They were under
strain but so were we. But they have been cut off and everything so long.
And so we took over there position. They told us where the danger spots

were and so forth. And they pulled back down the path, the line protected

by the 100th, back to the rear. That was the last we saw of them. And

we set up K-company. I went up , and we occupied their position where

they pointed them out. Told us where the fire and firing was coming from

and set up perimeter guards for the evening and waited for replacements.

So how long did you stay at that same position? So you were essentially
in the same vulnerable position they've been that was once é beleaguered
spot. Were you now in the position to be supported by the 36th Division?
Essentially yes, but it was quite different. When the lost battalion was
there, they were cut off. There were a ring around of German enemy around
them., But when we hit there, we had neck or a penisula sticking out there.
We had a path from which we could draw our supplies in food and ammo and
so forth up that line. Which was protected again by the 100th. And we
knew that we weren't cut off and that's a very comfortable feeling. And
so we took the position out there and we knew that supplies and help would
come. It was quite a different feeling. We knew we were smaller and
reduced but we didn't let the enemy know. We kept up a nice steady charge
of machine gun and rifle fire. Of course we did have ammo.

When did you first get the recognition from GeneralOﬂﬂvJSK?) about the

rescue and what was his reaction of course he called the regiment to

e S ——
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thank them.

I can't answer that. I don't know. I wasn't privillege with any information
about that nature. That evening, we were called for replacemenfs and to
see if any one had come up with additional ammo and food. And they sent

up a few replacements. They didn't get too many up. Shelling and everything
was going along the path. They sent up an officer, Capt;in. This was
K-company because we had no officer there. And we were down to 17 men as
I mentioned and several men came up, enlisted men. The Captain came in
and surveyed the situation and T tried to brief him and then I warned him
about small arms out towards the front. But he wanted to see for himself
and I warned him once not to go out there, but he, I guess one of these
Captain that had to make sure everything was as stated and so he went out
and he was killed. So I became company commanding officer again that
evening. _And so the next morning I went up and counted heads to see how
many we have left. We hadn't lost any memn that night. And early that
morning and it must have been about 5:30 daylight, just light was coming
in, I don't know. When light was moving, but early that morning I woke my
runner up. Runner is the guy that goes out like a messenger’check on the
different positions, so I said go out and check so and so, and so and so,
and you know everybody. Tell him to check the perimeter guards, make sure
nothing had been breached or broken. And he came back and said everything
is standing and I was check with the guards telling him to, the runmer I
was explaining some other points as I was trying to get some supplies for
them later in the day, when the shells started to come-in and it, it sleep
trench about 5 yards from where I was standing. And this was the trench

I was sleepihg in the night before. My como sarg was still in the sleep
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trench. He was flat on his back. I guess he was fixing his rifle or
whatever, but he was about three yards away, trench parralled to mines.

I was of course I've mentioned/out of the sleep trench and a shell hit

there and blew dirt, knocked me down and blew the dirt all over the como

sargeant. He was buried but not wounded as I dug him out later and he

was white as a sheet. But I dug him out and he was okay. *

This concludes tape interview numbef/i:; with Chut Tanaka. This is
October 24, 1980. This is the end of tape number two. Please go to

tape number three.
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