THIS WAS IN RESPONSE TO
QUESTIOoNS POSED BY BiLL
HoSOKAWA, WHILE HE WAS
COLLECTING MATERIAL FOR

THE BookK "™i1sEl." AT THE
TiME | WAS SERVING ON THE
BOARD 0F THE JAPANESE AMERI=
cAny RESEARCH PROJECT FoR
JACL ,

| APOLOGIZE FOR THE POOR
REPRODUCTION, |T WAS TAKEw
OFF A CARBON COPY,



/ﬂ(&i OShi NN

QUESTICH  Wucre wene YOU AHD WHAY WERE YOU DOING WHEN YOU FIRST COT VORD
THAT PEARL HARBOR WAS pcinc BOMBTID? WHAT WERZ YOUR RIRST THOUGHTS?

| wAs svatremco AT FT Orp, CALIFORNIA, ASSIENZD TOo CoupPANY ", 7w
MepicAL Bu, | HAD BEEN DRAFTED §N APRIL 1941, AND LIl T:i0US/ DS OF OTHERS
SERVING OUT THAT "MYTHICAL ONE'YEAR™ IN UNIFORM, SUNDAY 34 A "MLITARY POST
WAS NOT UNLIKE SuNDAY AnYww—rE, USA, | propasLy Micsen DLEAKFAST, AND WAS
DEBATING THE PROS AND CONS OF EATING LUNCH AT THZ MESSI/LL OR CATGHING THE BUS
1170 MONTIREY oR SaLinas,

To ACCURATCLY REPORT ¥ REACTIONS TO THE NEUS OF THE BOMEINE AT
THIS LATE DATE 15 NOT EASY, | SU’PCSE MY EMOTIONS ‘RAN THE 0AMUT OF SHOCK,
BEWILDERMEMT, ANGER, SHAME AMD SORROWe BUT MoSTLY, | BELITVE 4T WAS DEEP
ANGUISH AND DISPAIR, BECAUSE NOW THE LAND THAT | HAD BEEN TAUGHT TO HONOR
BY MY PARENTS HAD COMMITTED AN ACT OF WAR AGAINST THE COUNTRY THAT | LOVED,

QUESTICH WHAT DO YOU RCCALL ADOUT YOR CXPZ-ICNCTS DURI o THT FIRST DAYS
AFTER PrarL Hanrgonr?

THE 77H M=oicrl P ouan A Hiew COMPLEMERT OF JArANc=SE AnD CHINESE
ArvERicAns, MILE FOR THE ¢o-T PART, RELATIONSHIPS AMONG ALL 37 T4~ TROCPS
REMAINED uonnALg%?%éfv'c END THERE WAS A NOTICCASLE UNDE.CU RCHT OF STLESS
AllD STRAIN, Lna"l MADE SOI'T DER@ZATCRY RTMARK ADCUT THT "JAP3™ (1 THE
CoMPANY, YHICH LED TO A HSATED CXCHANGE OF WORDS, THE FoOLLOVING EVELite,
THE BATTALION CoMMAMDE™ QRDERED ALL F TH- NON=CO!MISS ID:ED O TICZPS TO
HEADQUARTEZRS ron 4 "Bmicegre™, a%p A= £ ConranaL A7 Tue T1¢ | ALS) "EPCNTED,
THE Bn 20 ®z02 17 CLTA™ THAT r EXPZCTED EACH OF US TO MNAINTAL' ORDER IN THE
RANKS, ANT THAT FE WOULD 10T TOLERATE ALY NISTRSATISHT 0% PROJUD CC AGAINST
THE L1380, AND THAT HE HAD EVYIRY COUFICSUCE §4 Tu= COYALTY ©F AMIRICALS OF
JAPANEST AICESTRYe | CAME Ausy FropLg-c REASSURED AMD MOTE DETZRMINCD THAN
EVER TC FULFILL 1Y OBLIGATIONS AS AN AMCRICAN

TEINGS WERT PECLATIVELY CALN AT THE FEgaT UNTIL CI'E LATE EVEnNING,

A WILD RUINOR STARTED AND SPREAD THAT CNE!'Y PLANES WEnE APPROACIIINGe SOME
EXCITASL™ CIS WCRC RUNNINC /ROUND TRYINCG TO OLOW OUT STREET AND BUILDING
LIGHTS WITH ROCKS ©F ANYTHING HANDY, T WAS A SGENE RIGHT OUT OF Al AB3OTT
Aup CosTocLLo concoY, LUOT LONC AFTER THIS 14CIDSNT THC UNIT HOVED OUT §:TO
THC FIELD BEHIND THE FORT, AND AROUWD CHRISTMAS VT wenco EILLET/ED BRICFLY
IN SAK JOSEe I EATLY JZNUATY, THE OUTFIT MOVED To CRISAY F1ELD, SAu FRAN-
Ci1SC0,

IF THEPE WAS ALY HOSTILITY TOWARDS THZ [ISZI 5 THE UngIT, T
WAS NOT ALLOYCD TC SURFACE I UCLY EXCHNIGTS OR INCIDENTS, OSO0NE OF US
APPLIED For CCS gn vue coical AptitigSTRATIVE CoiPs, BUT OCYVIOUSLY OUR AP=
PLICATICN:S DID "7 GET BEYOND DATTALION HQy EVEN THOUGH MITE ClS “ITH LESS-R
QUALIFICATIC S (gmm SO E OF WHO. HAD TO TAKE Th- IR TEST OVER T (UALIFY FoOR
THE MININUI SCO<E) WERE ACCEPTED. OFcoursSE, WE WERE BEING V'RY LAIVE, BUT
YE VANTED TG TRY N ORDER TO SSRVE OUR €O NTRY TO THE UTHMOST OF oun CAPARILITICS,

In LATE DEsBERYY] WAS CALLED OUT oYy THE Company CO AND AGVISED
THAT AN AGENT oF THE FBI wisueo To qQue~Tion ve, IT SEENCD THAT SEVTRAL NICHTS



¢ ERRLICR, A NISEl Gl FRIEND AND | HWAD VENTURED INTO SAN FRANCISCO TO
VISIT, FIRST WITH MY NISEl FRIENODS AND LATER WITH HIS BROTHZR,, WHO, | WAS
TO DISCOVER LATER WAS A TENRIKYO PRIEST, THE INTERROGATION WENT ALONG
SMOOTHLY ENOUGH UNTIL | ANSWERED THE QUESTIONS ™YILL You FIGHT AGAINST
JAPAN, IF YOU ARE CALLED UPON TO DO SO?" | REPLIZD | Td: AFF IR ATIVE,
AND INDICATED THAT | FULLY EXFECTED TO SERVE AMTRICA /T ANYPLACZ, AlY=
TIME TO THE VERY BEST OF MY ACILITY, '/ITH THIS THC 4GEHT DLEW HIS CALM,

¢ AND IN NO UNCERTAIN TERMS SAID, "You SOB, | EXPCCT YU T3 SAY TUAT You
WILL SHOOT COWN THE EMPORER AND TEAR DOWN THE JA®ANESE FLAC AND STOMP
IT INTO THE CROUND." APPARENTLY, | FAILED TO PASS HIS TEST OF PATRIOTISH
BECAUST on FEzRuARY 14, VALEuTINE DAY, | WAS TRAUSFERRED T THEZ ENLISTED
RESERVE AT TEZ COMVONITHCE OF THEZ GOVERNMENT, | HAVE WISHEZD HMANY TIMES
sinee T 1/MABe & noe oF Twis mcznTls RRME SO TH T | MICHT REMIND HIt~
THAT PATRICTISHM CANNGCT ALUAYS BE MEASURED BY THE VENOM 1% g% vocacuLary,

THIS WAS A BITTER EXPSRIENCE FOR ME, AND ONE WHICH TROUZSLED
MEZ FOR MONTHS AFTERWARDS, HoWEveEr, | HAD LITTLE TIMZ TO DWELL UPON THE
INJUSTICE OF §T ALL, DECAUSE SCGHITHILG FAR MORE TRACIC WAS E.GULFInG THE
ENTIRE JAPANISE POPULATION ON THE “WEST CoasTt,

QUECT!OH WHERE WERZ YCuU EVACUATED? '/HAT KILD O° oXP R1EKCEST

1 SPENT THE NEXT FE! MONTHS HELPING THE JAPANESE ©oF THC AnEl
PREPATC FOR THE ZXODUS, wonRKiINS TuroueH Teo JACL CuaeTer Anc TiHE WCCA,
| WAS X=PT SC DUSY THAT | HAD T6 POSTPONE MY OWN PACKING UNTIL THE

m

NIGHT BEFORE CUR DEPARTURE, | RETROSPECT, | AM THANKFUL THAT | couLp
BE WITH MY FARILY AT THC'TIMZ OF THT EVACUATIGH, | 28 Tz Mizio oF
THC FAMILY'" AND HAD BLEN, ALOMC WIT: MY [0THER, REOPONSIULE FOR TilE
YOURGER BROTMIRS AUD SISTERS SICE THZ ACC oF 124 Bur, ThAvY:s AnCTHEP
STORY o

BeFore Leavine Cobusa, | wrote 4 "LETTER T0 THE CommuniTy",
WHICH WAS GRACIOUSLY PRINTED 0! THZ FRGHUT PAGT O

£
S OF THE LOCAL HEWSPAPER,
IT MIGHT BE ADDED HERZ, THAT THE CoLusA Sun HESALD WAS one= orF THE FCW
CALIFORNIA PAPERS THAT URCED FAIR TREATMEIT oF THE JAPAN SE SHORTLY
AFTER THE OUTBREAK OF HOSTILITIES, 1'# sune T'T | MCANT CVERY Won o
OF MY MESSAGE TC THE TOWNSPEZOPLE, AND | A"t =QUALLY CERTAIN THAT THY
RECIPROCATED IN KINDe BuUT, WHC CIULD PREDICT THEKR THE INTELSITY OF
THE ANTI=JAPANCSE FETLENG THAT WAS TO SWESP THE WSST GOAST AFTER OUR
DEPARTURE,

| suspEeT THAT | FELT somEwmMAT Live Tuz lesey VET oF W1 wio
"WAS BEING INCARCZIRATED, CECAUSE HE, TOO, HAD ONCE DEEN IN UNIFORM AND
HAD SCRVED HIS COULTRY¢ WE W= E scuT To THE lickRecp AsechoLy Cenver,
ARD WHER | SAW THC BARDED VWIRES AND TUE CUARDZ, | VOUTD TO CET OUT OF
THERE AT WIC FIRST CPPORTUNETY, "SO0N AFTR BECOMINE UNCOMRORTACLY
SETTLED IN 0% UZW SURROUNDINGS, | WAS APPOINTED ™UARD REPRCZZHTATIVET
OR "sLockuzADS™ AS WE WERE IRRCVERENTLY CALLED, UNTIL LEAVING Hine
FOR THE Amacuc PeLocATion CenTEn, | DUTIFULLY FULFILLED MY RolLZ AS
A MESSENGER FOR THZ ADMINISTRATION,




IT WAS DURING OUR STAY AT IiERCCD THAT CoL RASHUSSER CAME
BY ON HIS RECRUITING MISSIONe | MUFFED THE F IRST CHANCE YO LEAVE CAMP
BY FLUNKING THE LANGUAGE TEST. FORTUNATELY, TIME PASSED RATHER SWIFTLY
BECAUSE | NEVIR ALLOWED MYSELS TO LE ItLEe | ORGANIZED A Buy Scour TROOP,
HEADED THE YOUNG DUDDHISTS, MANAGED AND PLAYED OK & BASEGALL TEhily AND
EVEN PARTICIPATED 1" A TALENT SHOW, (Don'T ASK ME WHAT & Div,) Ao, 8=
ALWAYST SBECMED TO CLOSE THE ENTERTAINMERT WITH THE SINGIHC OF "Gop BLES
AMERICA,"

| RECEIVED MY FIRST TASTE OF FREEDO! DURING (UR MOVE FROM
Fereep vo ALACHE, WHEN AS A "TUAIN LEADERY | WAS ALLE Yo CONVINCE THE
F> OFFICER THAT HE SHOULD ALLOW THE CAR MONITORS TO GET OFF THE TRAIN
AT SALT Lake CITY To BUY MeGAZINES, CANDICS, CIGARETTES, ETC FOR THE
OTHER FPASSENGEIRSe. DEPGRE REACHING SALT LAKE, HOWEVER, | RECALL OUR
TRAIN BEING STOPPED IN THE MIDDLE OF THC DESERT SO THAT WE MIGHT BE
ABLE TO STRETCH OUR LEGS, AS WE STEPPED OFF THZ TRAIN, WE WERE CREETED
WITH THE BEINGUS SIGHT OF MPS WITH THEIR CUNS POINTED DIRECTLY AT US.

QUESTION Dip You RELOZATE? Go INTO THE ARMY? WHAT KIND OF MEIMORABLE
EXPCRICNCEST

AWACHE WAS A MORE CO'FORTABLE ACCOMGDATION THAN VIERCED, BUY
NC LESS A CONCENTRATION CAliFe HAVIRG HAD MY FILL &8 A “'WA..D HEALER"™ —
| APFLIZD FOR A JOB DIGGILG DITCHES y ARL AT THE MUNIFICENT RATE OF 465
PEX HUUR | HELP TO LAY THE SERER LINES AROUND THE CAMPg Til)S SUDDEN
WEALTH 1ADE IT POSSIBLE FOR ME TO TAKE A CONTROLLED TREP TO Lamai, CoLonaro
TO HEAR 1GOR CORIN, WHO WAS PERFORMING AT A THEATER THEEe FREEDOMg HOW
SWEET 1T s}

ALL THIS HARD PHYSICAL LAGBOR AND HICH LIVING WAS TOO HUGH oR
ME, AND | FIKALLY ACCEPTED A 20SITION AS EXECUTIVE OUCRITALY FOU THE
Boy ScouTs, AND IN THAT KOLE | ORGAMIZED AND 1AlNTAINED SERVICES FoOR
THE VARIOUS SCOUTIUG UNITS N AMACHE

1% EARLY DECEFOER A RECRUITING TEAM FROM CAMP SAVACE ARRIVLCD,
AND ONCE AGAIN | TOOK THE TESTe THIS TIME | PASSED WITH FLYING coLors,
HAVING COMMITTED THE READING TLST TO MEMORY AND MASTERED THE ART OF
URITING A FEV YDEOGRAPHS WITH A FLOURISH, PECRUITING SeT Gooree -
KAUA, Al OLD BASETALL ADVERSARY FROM PREw=WAR DAYS REMARKED: "ARY, Youlrg
JUST THE KIUD OF GUYS WE'RE LOOKI''C FOR,"

AMore THTZ VOLUNTEERS FRON AuAcHEZ was Kenoy Yasut, wito LIVE
ME HAD BEEN RELECATED TO RESERVES IN FEEBMARY oF 1942, HE wWAS TSN Wi TH
Co "2" or Tic 7Tu iiep Br. Kew YoA KIBEL nNiS=t, SERVID WiTi O/ Anp wou
A BIY FANE AND A SILOSZR STAR In BUPMA FOR NIS CAPTUSE OF OVSR A DoZEN
JAPANESE PRISONT"C, IT WAS A SOUL SEARCHING EXPFRIENCE FOR ALL or us
WHO VOLURTEEP=D, [OY SO MUCH A CONCERN FOR OUR OWHN LIFE AN~ LIMz, out
YRAT WAS TO HAPPEN TO OUR ACINC PARENTS AND THE YOUNGER MEMECRS OF The
FAIILY, | WAS OFTEN HAUNTED BY THE VISION OF HY MOTHER AS SHE WAVED
FAREWELLe THERE BOULD HAVE BEEN BUT A THIN LINE BETWEEN THT TEARS oF
CITTERNESS AND THE TEARS OF PRIDE,

o



MISLS, For M=, AS 1T WAS FOR MANY NISEl, WAS AN ENDLESS STRUGOLE
TO ABSORE IN SIX MONTHS WHAT SHOULD HAVE REQUIRED SIX YEARS TO BZCCONE PRO=
FICICUT ENOUBK TO PERFORM WITH ACCURACY AND COMPETENCE ON THC FICLD OF
BATTLE,s ['C ONE FELY MOPE-KEENLY THC TEFRICLE WEICHT.OF: THIS RESROUSIBILITY
OF DEMONSTRATING Y0 TiT AMERICAN PEOPBE THE LOYALTY A D FAT.1CWISH COF JA=
PANESE ArTRICANS, THAM ©IC THC NISED IN G=2,

Soom AFTER CRADULATICN FROM Camp Savace, | neTuriee #ore (Amacke)
OH A FURLNUCH, AND WHILE THERE | WAS ASKED PY THE ADMINISTCATION TO SPEAK
TO A CROUP OF DRAFT ACE NiISCle | CID NOT FARTICULARLY RELISH THIS ASSJCNe
MENT, CEZAUTE | WAS CEINFC CAST AGAIN N THE ROLE OF £ "ILCSEHZADS" | RESALL
THAT TIZ TCPRECENTATIVE FROM THE ADIINISTRATION NEPT SUCCESTING To M=t "Dig-
YT | SELicy. THAT BY VOLUNTEER It~ THEC NISE) WILL HASTEN THEIR ACCEPTANLCE
AND JHNSURE THE FUTURE." | JUST AS PERSISTENTLY OFFERED THAT IF THCY VOLe
UNTEERED, EXPECT NOTHING MCRE THAN TOUGH TRAINING, DISCIPLINE, AND THE USUAL
INCONVENIENCES THAT A MILITARY LIFE IMPOSES. VOLUNTEER BECAUSE IT IS YOUR
DUTY AND YOUR RICHT,

fuw AueusTt 1843, i was AMonc THE 14 NISEN WHO WERE SELECTED AS
VOLUKNTEERS ForR & THAZARDDUS ! l'":ca"w WHICH WAS TO TAKE US To BURMA BEHIND
EMEMY LIRESe LUl PROCESSING FOR HOVIMENT OVERSEAS UAS SWIFT AS IT WAS
SECRET, AlD IN LESS THAN TWO WEEKS WE WERE ABOARD THE USo LUiLINE BOURD FOR
vHE CCi,

DY CONTRICUTIOES TO THE CAMPAIGH WERE SALC AND UNSPECTACULAR
WHEN COHPARED TC THZ HEROIC EFFORTS OF FELBOW INTERPRETERS HAnk Gosko,
Rov lATSUMOTD ANG 9TII:Se HOWIVTR, WHIZH OND DEBARKS AT BotisaY, |HDIA
TO CEGIN HIS QOVILSEAS DUTY AND ENDS UP ZJ YEARS LATER WM OHANGHAN, CHINA,
ONE I35 BOUND TO STUNLLL §HTO SC Z SiTUATIONS UF INTEREST, EITHSER DELIBURAYELY
OR ACCHDERTLY,

¥ FIRST MEETIN t T GEN FRANK 'ERRILL OCCURED IN THE W TENT
DURINE OUR TRAINIUGC (i CWALJOR "ROVINCE, i1uDIAe AT THEC Tihi, | WAS ASSIGIED
THE DUTY OF KEEPING A UNIT DIARY, WITH INSTRUCTIONS TO WRITE IT I1HA STYLE
THAT WAS MORE PERSONAL THAN ORCANIZATICHALe | WAS PREOCCUPIED AND UNMINDe
FUL OF THE CENERAL'S APPROACH, '/HEN | LOOKEZD UP FROM THE TYPEURITER, |
SAW THE SILVER STAR OF A BRICADIER CEuCRAL, ThEth | HE’RD FROM HIS UIPS SOME
STRANGELY FAHILIAR JAPANCSE WORDSe | JUNMPED TO MY FEET, SNAPPEZD TO ATTENTION,
BUT FOUND'| COULD NCT FORIM THZ WORDS TO ANSWER HIS SIHPLT QuESTIONS MIpAT gs
YouR NAMZ, SERGTART?Y CGCi LERRILL WAS TO PROVE A WARM AND SYMPATHETIC LEADER,
ESPECIALLY MINDBUL OF THE WELFARE OF THC Nisgl |nTERPﬁETEuS. LATER AS THE
DepuTy THEATER COMMANDER, HTZ PLAYED A LARCE ROLE ' THE CO/MMISSIONING OF THE
TIISEL LINGUISTS,

FTER SEVIRAL MONTHS OF TRAIUING, WE BEGAN OUR MOVECMINT TOWARDS
NorTHERN INDIA, THE JUNPING OFF POINT FOR OUR MISZi0 tn Bupta, | WAS SE=
LECTED AMOMEC THCSE TO ORIVE THE UNIT VEHICLES ACROSS INDIA TC CALCUTTA, THERE
TC LOAD THEM ON FLATCARS 'FOR TRANSPORY UP THE AssApm=UEnNcAL RatLvaZY To LeEpo,
IT WAS A TIRCSOME JOURNEY ON THE TRAIN, AND | SUPPOSE TO FIGHT BOREDOM SOWE
OF THE TROOPS STARTED TC FIRE AT VARIOUS TARCETS ALONG THE WAYe T WAS HARM=
LCTS ENCUGH UNTIL A FEW BEGAN SHOCTIMG INTO THE HOMESe ALTHOUGH | WAS noT

- -



Vi INNEDIATE COM AD OF THIS CROUP, | ORDERED A HALF TO THE SHOOTING.

ONE OF THZ BURLY GIS ADVANCED TOWARDS ME AND SA1D, "JHO THE HELL YOU THINK
YOU ARC, PULLING YOUR RAMK ON UST"™ T WOULD HAVE MADE A COOD MOVIE SITU~
ATION, AND | SUSPOSE | SHOULD HAVE OFFERED TO REHOVE MY STRIPES AND INVETL
HiF BEHIND THZ VEHICLLS TO SETTLE THE ARGUMENT, HOWEVER, | AM 10 HERO AND
| KHEW THIS GUY COULD WHIP THE PANTS oFF OF ‘MEq | ANSWERTD: iy ORDTR
STANDS WHETHER YOU LIKE IT OR NOT, HOWEVEI, IF YOU ARE WIL'.ING' TO-ALLOW °
INDIAN SOLDISRS TO RIDE ACROSS THE UNITED STATES aiiD FIRE 1.7T0 YOUR HOMNMES,
THEN YOU HAVE MY PCRMISSION TO CONTINUE TO WASTE YOIR AMHMUNITION® Fron
THAT MOMENT ON, | WAS NC LOWCER THE LANGUAGE SPZGIALIST BUT THE RANKIHG
NON-=COMIISSIORED OFFICER OF THT TRAING

FROM TINMZ TO TIME WHILE 11 BURMA, WE WOULD LEARN ABOUT THZ MCUNTING
ARTI~JAPAKESE FEVER (i CALIFORIIA, WHERE THE RACISTS WERE SCREAMING FROM
OUR REPATRIATION Aib REMOVAL FRON THE UNITED STATES.BECAUSE W= WERE A THREAT
TO THE SECURITY OF THE COUNTRYe YET, THOUSANDS OF MILZS AWAY ANC OFTEN A
FCW HUNDRED FCIV FROM THE JAPANESE BnEMY, NISTI §NTERPRETERS UERE REING Ele
TRUSTED WITH DUTIES THAT MICHT WELL DETERMINE THE FATE OF M{4 PATROL, COli=
PARY, BATTALION, OR BEGINZNT, |F THZ RACISTS ONLY KNEW HOW MUCH FRESDOM WE
HAD TO MOVE ACOUT AT ALL LEVELS OF COMMAND, THEY WAULD MAVE HA® FFY RESTFUL
NIGHTS,

ONE OF THE REAL CHAMPIONS OF THE HISZl 1HTERPRETERS WAS THr LATE
BrIG Gin JOE STILIMELL JR.y THEN A COLONEL AND G=2 UNDER HIS FATHCR Cor
"Vinecar Joe™ StiLtwelt, CoL STILLUSLL usen z BUMBER OF MISEl RemculsSTS
IN HIS SECTION AND WAS FAMILEAR “§TH THEIR PERFORMANCE, | oveERursan HiIM
TELLING HIS FATHCR, WHEM HT SAY uUS VITH THE lAeAunees, STuest Mpasg ARe
THDIPENSIBLE TC OUX EFFORTL | LEARNED LATER TY'T HT HAD 0'CT NRTSSED
DOWE A NEWLY ASSICNED OFFICER, W'0 QUESTIONTD THE WISH N OF ALLOUINE THE -
NISES TO MOVE SO FRICLY ABOUT THE INTCLLEACNEE AnD OPSRATIONS TENTS,

WE WERE TOLD MANY TIMES AT CaAwmp SAVACE, AND INFREQUC VLY OVZRSE’?S,
THAT THE REASC. OUR WORK COULD NOT BE FULLY PUCLICIZED WAS TUAT IT WAS
CLASSIFIED INFORNMATEION, AND 1T VOULD MOT BE ADVANTAGEOUS TO HAVE THE ENENMY
KROW CF Ol PRESZICEe FURTHIR, TH'T SHOULD OUR NAMES BE KNOWN TO THEH, CUR
RELATIVES IN JAPAN WOULD SE SUSPCCT AND PUNISHED, THE LATTER MADE '¥ZRY
LITTLE SENSE TO ME, BECAUSE THE OHLY RELATIVCS | GARED AnouT wens PRISONERS
IN AN AMERICAN CONCENTIATION CAMP,

(CNCE Ol & THREE MAN PATRCL TO LOOK FOR DCAD BODJES AND CCCUMZNTS,
WE GCT CAUGHT IN A CRCSSFILE BETWEEN TWC OTHCOR FR{ NDLY PATROLS ARD A
JAPEBESE DETAIL, WHICH WAS ATTEMPTING TO RECOVED THE BODIES OF THEZIR DEAD
COMRKADES, THERE WAS UTTER CONLFUSIO!, AS EACH Am—rocan PATROL THOUGHT THE

OTHER WAS FIRING ON THEM BY MISTAKE., ALL THE WHILE, IT WAS THE JAPANESE

=

SHOOTING R¥ US FOR TSCAVENGING™ ALL ©F THEZ AMCRICAM PATRALS NADE QUICK
JASH BACK TO'BUR LINES, EXCZPT HMunT CRAWFOND, 2 FOXNOLE BUDDY THOSUAYSUT

THE CAMPAIGN, 13D |, BY MuTuAL, TiC' UNSPOKZN, AGREECNMINT WT RCCOAUIZSD THUAT
SOMEOKE SHOULD COVER THE DISORGANIZED WITHDRAWALe SUDDFuLY, Wich ALL WAS
QUIET, THE THIRD MIN3 R0F OUR "PATROL DISCOVERED US MISSING ALD TALLTD OUT OUR
NAMES AT THE TOP CF MIS voIcE, | Tuanen To CRAWFORD AND RESARKED WRYLY,
"WeLe, we're soTH o Togo's S 3 List Ldw,"

- e
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FOR A SINGLE M1SSH0N, | WAS ASSICHZD TO THE AM-RICAN LIAISON
TEAN ATTACAED TO THE CHinesc VISTH REciMENT, WHlCH WAS IN SUPPIRT OF 0.IC
CLEMENT OF THZ i'ARAUDERS, 'HEN | JOIBEZD THEM, THIRE WAS GREAT INTEREST
AND ENTHUSIASH AHONS Ti CAINZISE SOLDIERS, WHC SAW IN MZ A FELLGOW ZCUNTRYe
MAN N AN AMCREICAN UHIFORMe THCY INSISTID | WAS Ciiucscy | ToLu Tam |
WAs AN Anemicane | Diont r FEEL CUITE SAFE IN ASDMHG THAT | WAZS oF Jaraucse
ANCESTRY, | WOTICED AFTER A TIRESOME DIALOGUE oF: "V&s, vou anE CHINESE,
No, I"¢ NoT,™, THAT THEY WERE BECOMING VERY UPSCTe FORTUNATZILY ABCUT THIS
TiME, A UHIWESE OFFICER HAPPENED BY, WHO SPOKE ENGLISH, AND | HAD HIl EX=
PLAIR MY CIRCUMSTANCESe AFTER THAT | CouULD BC N2 unONGe | A3 ASSE2HDD
A PATROL OF 6 CHINESE GUARDS, AND N2 MATTER WHZRS | “yZuT THZY MOVID WIT
ME$ THREEZ 14 FOONT ANC THREE I BACK, ALL ARNCD WITH SUBNACHINE culSe |
CALLED THEN kY "HATCHET MEN" AND §T WAS APPARENT THAT THEY ENJOYED THCIR
ROLE AS TiI PROTECTOR OF THEC JAPANESE AMERICAN WHO WAS WILLING TO SERVE
Atongsirs THE CHINESE AGAINST THE LAND OF HIS ANCESTRY,

AFTER 7 MONTHS 1N THC COMDAT ZoN: WITH THE MARAUDERS AND
THEIR REPLACEMENTS, | WAS RETURNED TO INDIA FOR REST ALD RECUFERATICIg BUT
NOT BEFORE SPENDING TWO WEEKS WITH GEN STiLLwzLLYs CompaT HY AND scvhrAL
MORE WEEKS AT A PRISONER OF WAR coiPouNs AT LeEpo, OSTRANGELY, TUIRE WAS
AN ANTRICAY PRISONER CAMP FOR Gl RECALCITRANTS ADJACZHT TO TuL FOW AREhe
BoTH PRISOMERS GCT ALONG FAMCUSLY, ANC AT HC TIHE DID TS JAPANSSE OUT=-
NUMBER THE ANCRICAN PRISONERS
In Dzczmper, 1944, | vas TRANSFURRED To Kunmine, CHinA AHD
f?scucn Te THE CHINESE ComMBAT COMMAND, “ITH THT SHCORTAGE OF TRAMIED Lit-

UISTS, | WAS ORDERED TC SPEHD MUCH °F MY T14E THE ROAD sAVELING FRCN
OME i ORWARD B TS ANDTHER, ! sU»POSE | COVERBDMOST OF THZ AREAS BLTUCCH

CHIHCHIANGC TC THE LORTH TO THE THEN FRZuCH Do CHila BORDER.

| RECALL DURING ONC OF MY TRAVELS, ANCTHCR 'O50) auu |1,
BOTH TECH SERGEANTS, STOPPED AT A HILITARY HOSTIL THAT WAS MAINTAINCD BY
THE ARNMY ALONG THE CLD CHINA=BURMA 20AD0e SOON AFT 3 :

> O

ER OUR ARRIVAL THE<E,
e r - - P "y r o [ & . et ~ - - - L
JE ENTERED TwhE PESSHALL FOR DINNERe &S WE WALKE TOW A < TASLD, |
OVERHEARD ONE CF THE GIS WUTTERING TO ANOTHER, "T"'”‘ CODDAM SLOPEYS Gt

-

ALL THE RANKGT "CLopeEYS™, AS You WiLL PROBABLY RECOGCH A

TO VAE CHINESE, | WONDERED AT THE TIME #F | SHOULD TELL THIS $GNORANT SUG,
THAT | WAS Al ANERICAN OF JAPANEISE ANCESTRY, AND THAT OF | WSRT 4 CAUCASIAN
PERFORMIKG THE SAME DUTIBE | WOULD PROBAELY BE AN CFFICERe BUT, AT THE TIME
MY GASTRONCIISCAL NEEDS S.ENMED MORE COUPELLING THAN “Y HUNAER FOR SOCHAL
JUSTICE, ACTUALLY, THT POOR GUY HEED NOT HAVE FRETTEDe Sn0N THEREAFTECR, |

WAS COiL. JSSIONZDe £AS A 28D LT, | WAS i'cRE TO ZE PITIED THAN ENVIFD,

| sUPPOSE FOR ME, AS MELL AS FOR EVERYOMNE, THE N(ST
THRILLING EVENT WAS THE NEWS OF THE EMD OF THE WARe A 4Z Messace (rTop
PRIORITY] SERT NI WINGING FROM UANNING BACK TO KUNMING TC PICK UP SoNE
vc UNIFORMS A0 ORDERS TO REPORT TO CHIHCHIANG FOR THE PRELIMINAEY NSO
TIATIONS FOR THE SUPRENDER F ALL JAPANESE EXPEDITIONARY FORCES i Uiina
f

J
TO THE ALLIES, {IC3T OF Tvc FCRMAL RHETORIC USED Y BrRIG GEi IMAl, REPIE=
seuTine GeEn rab Cxaiuna, SupremcGOMMANDER, WAS WAY OVER MY HWEAD, BUT |
MANAGED SOMEHOW TO BLUFF AND BLUNDER MY UAY THROUGCH THIS EXPEIRIZHNCE AS |

=
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HAD DOME ON ALL PREVIOUS ASSICNMENTS, | WAS AMONC THE FARSY PARIYXOF 6 : =%
AMERICAN OFFICERS ORDERED TO NANKING TO ARRANGE FOR THC ORDERLY ITRANSw® T
PER OF POWER FROM THE JAPARESE TO THE Crimcoe NATIONALISY TROOPS. IT

ALL SEEMED A LITTLE UNREALe WE FLEW INTO Nankine ot Ccn VEDCHMEYER'S

PLANE ,AND WE WEFE MET AT THE AIRPORYT BY SOME RANKING JAPANECE CFF JCERS

AND THEIR INTERPRETERe, WE WERE DRIVEN YO THE INTYERNATIONAL HOuSE, WHICH

WAS BEINC PATROLLED BY A SQUAD OF JAPANESE SOLDIERS,

-

EXCEPT FOR A FEV WEEKS SPENT IN SHANGUAl, MY OVCRSEAS OYTY.WAS

PRACTICALLY TERMINATED, MY DISGCHAREE AT Caivp DCALE WAS BOTH BYWIFT AsD
MERC{FUL,  IT WAS GOOD YU COME HOMEe

' .
R
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