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THE WHITE HOUSE
WASHINGTON

July 5, 1988
Dear Ms. Kondo:

Thank you for your message and enclosure to President Reagan
concerning H.R. 442/S. 1009, legislation which would
implement the recommendations of the Commission on Wartime
Relocation and Internment of Civilians. Your personal
concern about this legislation is understood.

There is no question that many loyal Japanese-Americans
suffered unwarranted and egregious hardships as a result of
the evacuation and internment program that was instituted as
part of the United States national defense effort during
World War II. We recall today with great admiration and
gratitude the thousands of Americans of Japanese descent who
fought in the U.S. Armed Forces with honor and courage.
Their heroism is all the more poignant against the back-
ground of the loss of freedom endured by their friends and
relatives as a result of the war.

The Office of Management and Budget expressed concerns about
the costs and implications of this legislation when it came
before the House and Senate. As you may Know, the legisla-
tion is currently under consideration by a House and Senate
conference committee, and we are hopeful that some of the
concerns raised by OMB can be addressed.

Again, I would like to thank you for taking the time to
write and provide us with your thoughts on this sensitive
issue. It is important that the President be fully informed
of all points of view on such an important matter, and your
comments will be carefully considered if this legislation
reaches the President's desk.

With the President's best wishes,

Sincerely,

. S

Anne Higgins
Special Assistant to the President
and Director of Correspondence

Ms. Kara Matsushita Kondo
3601 Hillcroft Way
Yakima, WA 98901
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