May 15, 1979-New York

William Hohri

Dear Bill:

You're a good man, Bill, I don't know what kind of playwright you are,
bat, for all we know, and I think we know as much as sthe average

TV prime time viewer, you're a good man, Days of Remembrance needs

a good man to speak for them, be their leader...leader in this case
meaning spokesman, Now you tell me you don't think as fast as you
should on your feet. So what? Who does? You say you don't have

“"chutspah, mx charisma, pushiness, and a thick skin.” Hey, we don't
want whips and chains. Nobody's looking for a Nikkei Swpsxman from
Krypton to be a yellow Superman., We're imik looking for a mmwckenrex

Nisei over #Ex 50, MNimeiximk
442nd vet, clergyman, married, known fmxxwemmmmx and respected
in the Japanese American community who is not likely to be taken as
a stooge of the JACL, a mmi ap powermad charlatan, a religious
fanatic in the throes of a call or any other form of sleaze and
hypocrite. "I react moodily to disappointment and di scouragement,
My recovery is slow,* you say. %kx8x You're an honest man, not
an egomaniac, If we wanted an egomaniac, any one of us would do.
The "chutzpha, charisma, pushiness® axm and thick skin* are techniques
Not = necessarily the best onges for this campaign, X Chraisma...
don't sell yourself short, There's a lot of charaisma in the letters
you write. We propose o x train you to handle the media, panel
discussions and question and answer periods. News interviews and
talk shows, 2% We'll train you to modulize your answers, think fast,
and answer smart and reasonable in your mx own words in 45, 60 and
90 second shots., MhExmrmxcymnroex We will arrange the events and
interviews, faxxymu and make the media contacts and dates for you,
When you kxmwm go out speaking for Days of Rmm Remembrance, we'll
have people trevel with you, Xkke like a trainer and a handler, for
you to bounce off mff of, amit protect you, cover for yoy, keep your
hands free, and, if need be, take over for you when you st mmms poop
out. You're known as your own man, honest, have credibility among the
Nikkei, have a command of language, good woice...

“The Days of Remembrance, "you say,"areadoing a fine job." The strategy
of the Days of Remembrance was to culminate a series
of Days of Remembrance in key towns with the mmmnmzewws presentation of
a leader. We'd been thinking of the redress leaders= of sthe JACL...
we hoping they would learn from the Days of Remembrance,amst get the

message, we'd start a media campaigh for them, and they would take over.
Instead they have retreated,

I've been the whip of Days of Remembrance, the media strategist, I've
worked in TV pxmdeukitx news and production, written for it, used and
been used by it. I know news is nothing to be afraid of and know how
it works and pxordwemd ghiven that to win redress, Japanese America

has to (1) convince am the nation on a gut level, that Japanese
Americans axm were mwsxaxm politically and historically independent

of Japan., Tlhe Japanese Americans did not bomb Pearl Harbor, (2)

The Assembly Centers, Internment Centers, Detention 8enters, Seg ation
Centers were all concentration camps. (3} Japanese America suffere

real and permenant financial, --t£ psychological, social, and cultural
damage because of the camps., (4) the concerntration camps were racist,
unjustified and unnecessary, This first phase of the mmme campaggn
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mounted events khakx designed to =mimw show Japanese American and

white and establishment support for the case for redress,and xemmywkikikon
mfxkhmx generate local recognition of the issue through media
saturation, The Days of Remembrance we mounted in Seattle and Portland
were also designed to forestall white backlash, by including the

whites and while establishment in the program and pre~Day of Remembrance
media events, like the mayors and city council's official proclamations
announced a week hefmxm kmxkhxmxxf before tle event, Tom counter
Hayakawa's appusakiewxmf contention that only the "“radical sansei®
support redress, we wmxmx designed a family event, complete with
potluck dinner to get khe family's out, reassure the Nisgi that

this would be no echo of tlesixties, and made a speial effort

get the Issei to attend.,

The ¥=x 8p poen letter to Hayakawa smax had the same purpose., Our
target was congress and kkm spots all over the nation. We got

a mertion on CBS morning news, tlkemorning the ad came out, in the
Washingto n Post, ¥ Where we'd had Days of Rmx Remembrance, w=
the letter made news,

Without an identifiable leader/spokesman, we can't ewmhkmxewkiy push
for a plan to win the Nikkei, espeically/ the Issei, direct redress
payments, not the shadow of a monument, Henry Miyatake will explain
the kaex graduated tax mxk check off plan, the so called "Seattle
Plan" You've met_Shosuke Sasaki and Ron Mamiya over the phone.

Emi Somekawawa, xfkx and Chuck Kato you'll meet in Seattle., They're
the core of the Day of Remembrance in Seattle, the thinkers and
decision makers,

We areathe soldiers...you, the village to be saved, the people to

be served, the policymakers %k et and the conscience, lLawson Inada,
the poet, Frank Abe, actor and mam ordinary seaman, Karen Seriguchi
arts administrator and fund raiser, and me, writer...all of us artists
» writers, theater people...It seems no accident that Kwan Kung the
god of fighters amit is the god of £ wiiters, actors, gamblers and
avengers, lLawson and I have learned over a long association that's
been but brief, that for us yellows, to be a writer is tok be a fiwhkmxyx
fighter., And, for IAWSon and X me, we must be mean, for in the great
village of Asian America spread out acorss the continent,the yellows
we fight for, for rice, hide their women and booze from us, and when
the chips are down...as with the JACL...they'd rather fight us for
fighting khedemaxxx their fight, xakkexxkkawx than fight with us...
Now for the last word from Hayakawa, just heard, He accuses

the JACL redress committee of changing its fhame to Days of Remembra nce
to cap on the Hukx & Holocdast and using £he wods aconcentration

camp to demean athe Jews and their mx ordeal. The Day of Remembrance
for the Holocaust was last week, The first Nikkei Day of Remembrance
for the concentration camps was Thanksgiving weekend 1978,

Get Neil Goldschmidt of Portland to write a letter to Hayakawa, saying
he deplores Hayakawa's pk racist attempt to pit too mim brutally
injured peoples against each other, that he is a Jew, had xm¥x blood
kin in the extermination camps in Germany, and friends wmx who were

in ¢t American conmentration camps., As a friend mfxkkex and neighbor

of ¢ Ja anese Americans he nt to the s} b
held on the west coast to rem r tge camgg?ogebgax otlge:g?mt 2ce

irear that he knows Hayakawa wmas notified amit about the event and
nvited to attend, that kk Hayakawa's feigned ignorance of the
LDays of Remembrance in Puyallup and Portgand for the sake of
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publicdy and falsely accusing his own people of mxp capping on the
agany of the Jews is dishonest and sexmyg demébgogic,

Get Walter Weglyn, a Jew who ® went through the Holocaust aniis
currently collecting reparations payments to write Hayakawa and the

rsSe
o who were at the first fays of Remembrance
Get Issei and Nisei/to flood Hayakawa's office with angry letters,

Frank, retype the Goldschmidt stuff, and get it to Peggy Nagai and
Joyce Cawthorne km for them to pass on to Goldschmidt and have them

ride kmz kmmx herd on his Hayakawa letter, Make it public. Get Smisimmiwck
Goldschmidt a cofy of fm of Hayakawa's rebuttal to our letter.

«s.Hit Hayakwa with,..He went to Holocaust Bay of Remembrance in a

nice place in Washington mmt to ponder events that happendd in Germany.
We went to the sites of the concentration camps that kemtsms imprisoned
us for our Days of Remembrance, and more Days of Remembrance are coming.
Invite him....Heh, Heh, That should come from...

For the Goldschmidt letter and everybody: Hayakawa's maikiiny

pxmx praisings the 50% outmarriage rate of Japanese Americans mst
as a sign of acceptance, and to call this "acceptance" success and
better than redress is racist ambolexpkeakimyxx white supremacy.
His preaching @£ the xkx wonders of miscegenation as a policy for/)
his people is to preach doom, and is as despicable as anti-
miscegenation, Hayakawa's swm holding himself up as an example of
the married out and made it Nikkei is mkmkymox xikmkxmie the sick
product of his obvious conkempt for

i@ apaneRsExXiREx kERRXpEEpt g
anixkyrexaneexx and his Iaskxamockgmemx wilful ignorance of Smxpamx
Japanese American people, history and fact,

The American Friends and other organizations who helped Japanese
America during the camp years were at odds with =k the WRA, not

allies, The American Friends are also supportors of the Days of
Remembrance in Puyallup and Portland, GET THE AMERICAN FRIENDS TO

WRIEE HAYAKAWA pissed off at being allied with the WRA, who g£hey thought
they were undercutting, not helping, Hayakmwmaks misuses ammk the

name of the American Friends, He slanders s£he American Friends and
twists the facts to support zxikex his fallacious &y case against
redress,

The signatories of the open letter all support the case for redress,
They do not all agree on the form redress should take, but all agree
that it should be substantial, and that whatever form it takes, it
will mmm= cost money. A monument, a perpetual foundation, a
memorial institute for the study of human rights, and all the other
rxmemuridt forms of redress proposed ypdkimxEkxxxmeme would cost,

On one point, all Nikkei agree, Japanese America has never been
redressed for the concentration camps, Only Haxyxkwx Hayakawa is
contemptuous of the Nikkei enough to say, the camps led to the
success the Nikkei now enjoy, and that success is reddess,

3382,’8 the JACL, except to say we are not JACL., Don't attack the
{ m in our statements, It's a fact that they have never a

mount ag edia campaign, and it's a fact tht the h
S tﬁg fgcg gn, s y are shrinking
today. When SAa™ST Bnd EREPSELe20d.CRE"E PRYET 2pNE912, fampaign
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do is ask a few questions., Do they have a media strategist? what
was Ellen Endo's mkx media strategy? Their media strategy m did not
involve using the newsmedia, Their media strategy was to produce
*media“products, like kkmikx wkmst video cassettes to be shown at
local JACL chapters, What is their present media strategy?

We should somehiow get the JACL to write Hayakwa or make a public
statement saying mmxoomxmx Days of Remembrance axmxmmkxIR®%x is
not JACL. (another tack we can take on that is to ask why Hayakawa
insists sodoorskins . : Japanes Americans
don't mean what they say. Whxre dom do m we so much as mention the
JACL? He pulls an insidious connection with the JACL out of thin
air, and exposes not collusion,but his own lack of basic reading
skills, his prejudice aywkammx against k&= Japanese Americans, and
pxxax anti-Nikkei paranoia,) Get the JACL, maybe Tateishi, have
Ron make the call and talk sweet, and get X® Tateishi or Uyeda

to write Hayakawa, and all the Nikkei in Congress, saying that

the JACL National Redress Committee fmx dumped Ron from the
committee and asked Henry to resign, that they xm did not support
ke or endorse the letter, and that they kxkmsxkepcpxsymwk refused
the Day of Remembrance offer to hawexkim be listed as a source of infax
further information on the subject of redress, That they kawm were
against the letter because they did not want to further alienate
Hayakawa from redress and hoped to sit down and talk redress with
him in quieter times, That they eschewed any association with

the letter and six the Day of Remembrance group.

let's show Hayakawa, he's pissed off everybody with his rebuttal,..
Jews, the American Friends, the JACL, mand us, of & course,

In our debate,,.we ask how he interprets the long silence of his
Japanese American colleagues in congress, We'll put those gutless
wonders on kmkk the spot as Hayakawa sinks slowly in the west,

ERENK Seeya when I get back, seeya around, sSeeya....

‘Basement Workshop
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